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is very active. Therc the forces of good and evii
are concentrated and there the great conflict is most
intense, but the Dcvii docs not ovcrloolz the quiet

cutydistrict, or kcep away from the rcmotcst
ha Int town and in country there is earnest

work to bc donc. The needs of men are the same,
and the one grand divine remedy for the sins and
sorrows of humanity is of universal as wcll as local
application. -The advantagcs arecflot ail on one
aide. There arc compensations everyvhere. Cros-
.dng a bridge overlooking the Cowgatc in Edin-bugh, said one wbo bas donc and is still doing sub.
stanwiaI mission work in India, ta a friend as they
were walking togethcr, 'I 1arn equally willing to go
down ta work in that crowdcd street or to go to
Indic just as CW d :alls mc." That certainly is the
spirit in wvich the sacred work of the ministry
should bc undert.4ken. Men of cvcn vryordinary
capacity who arc so inluenccd are not likely to turn
out failures whercvcr they are.

Men of exceptional ability and of cùrrcsponding
adaptivencss usually find their way into the ledding
centres of activity. To this no oýne wvith any show
of reason can possibly abject. It is a matter of rc.
joicing that such is the case, but it is a mistake to
suppose that ail the best men are transferrcd to city
charges and that only indifférent and mediocre p3is-
tors are permittcd to remain in t!'c country. Dr.
Pirie Smith was rccognized as a man of sterling
wortb, a faithful pastor and a prcachcr of unusual
force and carncstness. Whenever he prcached to
congregations other than his ewn bis discourses wvere
feit to bc plain and simple expositions and enforce-
ments of Gospel trutb of more than ordînary im-
pressivencss. Whether the ambition to sta.nd in the
front rank had been rcpressed or wvas absent, he
remained for a liflý time the respccted and revered
pastor of a quiet country congrcgation and left
behind him the impress of solid and lasting work
done for the advancement of the divine glory and
the highest moral and spiritual .. cifare of those
entrusted to bis care. In tbis respect he wvas by no
mùeans singular. Throughout Caniada, as in otber
lands, the great work of the Chu rcb is not ail done
in cities. Men of varied gîfts and high character
minister ffrom week to weeck to small country con-
gregations in which are beîng rearcd niany who will
bcecquipped for dcvoted and intelliget t service hiere
and hereaiter. In earlicr idays tbere wvas great zea!
for Presbyterian parity. It is held still, tbeoreti-
callyat least, and no one .vould c.îre ta deny tbat it,
has been a source of stri.-ngtb to tbc Prcsbytcriati
Church; it is evident, hcwever, tbat there are influ-
ences forming that are itot altogecther favourable to
the Scriptural statement concerning tbose specially
engaged in Cbrist's service-" AIl ye are bretbrcn."

PREACH!NCG-JTS PLACE ANVD POWER.

A TTENTION wvas recently called ta President
Patton's estimate of preaching and wbat

ought to be its leading charactcristics i relation to
the age. The question of Church service is one tbat
is attractîng flot a little attention at the present
time. There are some wbo declare tbat the pulpit
as a power ta influence buman thought and action
is fast approaching decay and tbat preacbing will
soon bc numbercd among the lost arts. Many arc
plot prepared ta go so far as tbis ; but they are
querulous in their criticisms of the pulpit, and the
opinions of objectors are nearly about as varied as
are the objectors themselves. Tbe most popular
objection in many quarters at present is ta wbat
is styled dogmatic preaching. tbough possibl3- some
of the col-iplainants migit flot bc ready just at once
to give a definition af the term they so frequently
and familiarly employ. It might well be asked, Is
it possible tbat, in one sense, there can be preacbing
witbàut dogma ? Christian dogma is the statement
of positive truth rqvealed in Scripture. If tbe posi-
tive preaching of Gospel truth is rejected what cisc
would be-left for the pulpit ta declare ? Coleridge
in his young and T.nitarian days, it is truce, once
preachcd'on the hair-pawder tax, but such uses of
the ýýglpit"would scarcely meet the approbation of
the most decided opponent of dagmatic preacbing.
The matter cf Gospel preaching may bc dogmatic
or doctrinal, but there may flot be, there ougbt flot
ta 1k, dogmatism ,in the manner and tones of the
preacher.

* È.aneliaLpreacbing must stili busy itself
clii ely with the great cardinal doctrines that from
the apostolicage ta the present bave survivcd ail
the çhàûgeçl conditions af natlonal and social life
Tiie~çi,'rý çlobtles*sadaptations and applications af
ueçl n guig.pnciples. ta ever-varying conditions
and.to';cver-constant human needs, but truth itself,
in ,aIl: ris i. âcstial .features,. is permanent, and this
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is its evidence as wcll as its utility. If tbere is 1a
authoritative standard by which religiaus truth in
its lcading lines at lcast may bc tcsted, and from
wvhich we may bc a',ie ta derive convictions of its
valuie, tben dcflnitc rules for the conduct of life and
well-grounded liope for the soul's redemption and a
blesscd immortality %would bc Icit in the vagu%. t
uncertainty. Ail wbo accept the Scriptures as thec
inspired Word of God, biowevcr tbey may differ in
regard ta mcthods of interpretation and tbeorizc as
they nmay conccrning matters of comparatively
minor importz.nce, are substantially agrecd a t t
the main facts rclating ta C.rist's redemptive and
saving work. Howve. ni ch the parrot-like re-
pctition of trutbs generally rcceivcd b:' Gospel
hearers may be condemned, while the mýercly for-
mal and perfunctory reitcration ai stercotypcd doc-
trinal statcmcnt is ta be carcfully avoided by evcry
faitbful minister of Jesus Cbrist, tl'e great trutbs of
Scripture that directly bear on the way of salvation
ougbt ta baye a prominent place in public tcacbing.
These truths must bc firmly grasped, intelligently
hcld and proclaimed witb fervid carnestnes-i and in
a spirit of bcart-felt affection if thcy are ta have
tbeir legitimate influence on the rninds and bcarts
oi hearers.

The priniciples af eternal truth arc capable of
tbe most complete adaptation ta the almost endlessly
divcrsiflcd conditions of humant existence. The
preaching ta the times, sa much in demand, is ino
impossible task ta tbe minister who has an initellig.
cnt apprebensian of the special cbaracteristics af the
times in wvhich be lives. He may draw bis illustra-
tions from common lufe, the teacbing of bistory, the
endlessly diversified %vorld af nature, but the prîn-
ciples that ougbt ta guide and govern bumait action
are ta be found in the sure word af prapbecy ta
whicb ive do well ta take heed. In the nature ai
the case tbere is no reason for the cr>' that the office
ai the Christian~ pulpit is ta be classcd among tbose
tbings that are waxing oId and ready ta vanish away.
It bas an important place ta fil and there is na
othier agency ta supplant it.

Important as is the place af preacbing it is not
the sale part af public religiaus service. Preaching
shauld be reverent, devotianal in spirit. It augbt
tei be such as ta elevate tbe entîre spiritual nature
and bring it into barruony with those acts tbat can-
stitute an essential par, _' p.!lic --arship. Praîse
and prayer are means by ivbich the saul is brought
near ta God. Tite decut orshipper feels bis need
for humble confession ai sin -, be longs for forgive-
ness and is deeply cansciaus that earnest as humait
effort and ardent desire for spiritual enrichi.ient may
be, without tbe aid ai divine grace tbey are ur.iail.
ing. He is also consciaus that it is a high privilege
as welI as an incumbent duty ta join întclligently in
the expression af bis gratitude and in voicing the
holîest aspirations of the soul in the service ai s.ang.
It looks as if it were taa oten the case that praise.
prayer and Scripttre reading %vere anly preludes ta
the sermon, and in thenuselves of secondary import
ance ta the discourse wbich occupies the chief place
in the services ai the Protestant Chiurch. Less
than due attention is given ta what is in reality anc
ai the essential parts of divine warsbîp. If as is
genera.ly recognized preparatian for the pulpit is
anc ai the duties a faithiful minister may not nieg-
Iecr, no less is it truc that careful preparatiail
aught ta becinade for the devotional services ai tbe
sanctuary.

Then that the pulpit -nay worthily hold the
place assigned ta it for the advancement and the
defence ai the Gospel, its aims nmust be practical.
Doctrines are to be proclaimed, but it ought also ta
be clearly sbown that they bave a meaning for
each and for ail. The unhappy djsparity bettween
prrs.ssion and practice-confessedly great, greater
by ...r than it ought ta be-migb f be much lessened
could Gospel bearers be araused ironu the delusian
only tria c mmon tbat religion and practical lufe
occupy two distinct spberes. Is there not a vague
impression in some men's minds that external relig-
ious duties ought ta be attended ta on Sabbath and
at other stated tirnes, but that religiaus principles
are not strict!y compatible with buying and selling
and the ordinary cancerns ai everyday lufe? This
divorce ai profession and practice might be largely
removed by the faithful application ai Christian
truth in its immediate bearing an man's whole na-
ture. If the pulpît bas not the f ulness ai powcr it
aught ta have, -it certainly bas its place in this as in
every age of the world's history.

IT W&S feared thst the funds aight not b. forthcoming for the
purchwse by the Bible Society of the Fry collection of British Bibles,
the fineat anithei wo<id, but by the eaeagcîic effurts of Dr. Wuight ins
procaring sabcrîpions the lSm bau been dlsappointed and the prise.
lets treasure i sOnw safély deposited, on the abelves of the Bible
Huuse le Qiacen Victoria Street.

LiTTFLL's L ll- A ,at.<lvst. Litteil & Co.)-Whatever
i. netwest and of gencral itrte rst ira current literaturc appeau i the
pages oi Lit/ii.

Oux Limia Oiaý%NVi, 1-11ENURýRv ty luson .Tht Rue-
ieli l'taAlishng Le. j Il. ight and ertaianing, as wcll es instructive,
ihis finely pirteal anri illustraied liile nionthly is a greal favousite
,»itl hifflepel Pie

b i. N Ila. LAK (NeN t . The Lenaury Co.) -Attractive s
thi.% almit.1lIt mun,1bI- foi >uurag î.upie uiuiiy s. the nuniber for
Ai-r i ha- a vaîe'y ai sutjatcia iin which young readeva art interested.
rît adi-'atil.n ari-istyle ofaitemni and tire numiier andi beauly of

the illustrai ions aic ail ihat couiti bc desiret.

llARI'iFi0s Yot,i. Paoiig-1. (New York.- Hatper & Birothers.)
This aid est blished favurile with ycung people cornes every week

taditni% iih gondt hings in the shape of instructive, entertainiaag aad
il fining literature ilenliilly andi weli illustrated, stach as cars be
very highly apptreciateti by the chass for which itlel especiaily de.
signeti.

Tai:Mr~ia t>tI A..A;ii (Tuionto . William Brigg- )-As
a frontiip cce ibis m3gazine giies ibis munîh a fine likeneisaaf the
laie ')r. WVilliamt. Sujacînienderal of ihe Netholist Church in Caon.
adaý The openirg Impea s la "Mernui ais ofDr. Williams," iy Rev.
A. Cairsan, D.D., ard Rtv. E. il. Dewara, D.D. The editor ço.
tinues his inîerestinag setta. I"Canadian Tuîih Party ira Europe,"

%%hicb ie finely ilustraied. L.adylyiriscy's IlThe Lest Voyage Il andi
IVagabond ViLneattes " are cuntinued. The usual Statures lound ini

ahe mxagazinc orec adi auiairird.

llAit'sRti's MÂA(%Zlitr. (New % ork : Il irper & flrohers.)-Mr.
Andrcw Lang r.peni, the Aprîl numiier of Hapr wiih I"Commente
oan the ' Merchant of Vensce, * "and aoropoi ut ibis a likenesaf Shy.
l.ack full of cha.acier, aaias as lr..raà.paccc. Il Thomis Vuurag,
h.D., F.R.S.." liy Rcv. Wiliam llcnry Milburn gives an accourat
ofi the lite andi work a( thai enlaneni schoiar. The IlGreat Ameni.
can Industrie " series bas treached the nanih paper, wbîch expiains
ail about a Il Suit ofi Cloihe'." Geaieral Wesley Meritt tells the
story afIl"Thrte md in Campaigns." IlThe New York Maritime
Excharige" and "l American i 'lc'ary <:omedians," wiih the striai
by Wiiam Dean Ilowellî, several roud stories andi poern¶ together
wîth the deittrlmcnts, make up an excecllent number.

SCRîIBNER'S NMArA?Iî'4 <New York: Charles Scribners Sans.>
-For frontiapiece Scribner presens ils rearlers wiîh an illustration
3uggested hy an ode ofIilorac:, iBook 1 4 It is lu lbc fallowred by a
stries l'y on emineni Engiish arisl, j R. Weguclin. *1 Tadmor ira
the Wilderness" îs a palier of decitled inicrest writcn by Fiedeaick
jouncs BHus, who îboiscss:es kccn powcrs ut observation arnd graphic
descrapîron. Tire llustraaaons ai thas paper arc vcry fine. Tht tirer
uf a serars ut papers Ion Il mc Righîs ai the Citizen " deals witb
thal reapecle.i înàiaviJadî "As a Illaueholder." Ih is promiseti men
of emtncrace waiIcintilale ta ibis serat-.. andtirîaîi, twii tac wriîîcai
an un:cbhnical language. Reatiers will also find tire pap!rs on "l The
Eiecanac Railway ut Ta ihy,-' " Ina the Footprants af Cha.les Lamb,"
andi - WNagnenianisff. andI the Italian Optra " ai greai inlerest. Oc
lave Thanci's striai, Il Expiation." is concluded iira Iis namber, but
Harold i Federîc's -Ira the Valley ' sti holds îla- course. There are
short atoirans ly wrters wba hav'i tarneti deserveti fame lainbis de.
partmeraiofai lten~ry endeavour, pocms by Chaules Edwin Markhaan
and Charlies llcnty Ltxdcrs, and Il"The Point ai View," alogeiher
making an excellerat number et a deservcdiy 1iaapuiar mnnhly maga.
zinae.

TalE ATL.ATIC MoSTaiLY. dloiton: floughlon, Mifihin & Ca.)
-Civi) Service Rzform an ihe United States bias a champion in Mr.
Oliver T. Moion, who, in a paper called IlSome Pupular Objec-.
tions te Civil S. aice Retorm,' winch appears ira iI.- Atlantic for
Apiil, il; no: afraidt a say taa the sports syslcrnIl is ai wat with
cqualiy, frced.im, justice, anal a itise conomny. and is already a
doomedti bng fighiang extiinction. lis establishment was in no rieuse
a poliui..rtrsululion, butl was the work ai a sel-willed man of stub-
barra andi tyraaî.cainalure, who bati enetries ta punish and debîs ta
pay." Mr. Ja.nes' IlTragic Muce" is drawîrag tu aconclaision. The
piete af the recalcitrant lover, svbo is flot willîrag ta sacrifice bis
woldly prospects ta tht dramsac art ta wbich be professes la bc a
,levaiel is a pawerful piece of characier-drawini!. Di. Hclints, ini

Over the Teacutas," îalks about modem realism, andi says thar the
additions wbîch have been matie by it "IIo thetetrritory of liieralure
consult largely ira swampy, maiatious, ill-smclling paîches af soit
wbacb bati previously been lefi la reptiles and vermi." Afier fait-
ing foui ai a rormance which bas been latety quoled by a broiher-auîhor
as Il a wrloS austere moraliiy" lie says: "l Leave tht descriptionis
af ah <drains andi cesspoals ta la ih2 hygienic specialisl, andi the de.
taits af the laundiy la the washerwomnr.*' NMr. Aldrich bas a poem
on "lTht Pocî's Cernaer,"~ and Mrs. Deiands striai leaves tht liero
face ta face wiîh anoiher protlem. There arc many other goad things
an the number.

Tatit ITTIis. i heir [Inscriptions andi their l-istory. Ey
John Campbelil, M.A. (Toronto : Wiliiamsons & Co.)-This mus-
siv. anti erudile work ira twa volumes is about .eady for publica.
lion. Ira il are embodieti tht patient arnd peraevcraog rescarch ai
lwcnry years by Professer Caanpncll, af Monîreal, a, gentleman eoei.
nently tuti by laste and capabîliy, generat andi special, fur tht
monumental îask he bas underialcen. Ina the p.eface tht author
saaes ihat ils tuseluines ît- the t sulert ai tht Bible, af ancieul bis-
t ary, an] of auihîopologicsl service ina ail its branches, an . appear
(rom tht tact that il embraces a translation ai ail lhe legible Hittite
inscriptions, ler ira number, n0w reari for tht first timze, with gram-.
matical analysis andi bisiorîcal noies ; a connection, by means of an
ancient llijtîle document, af sacreti anti protane history, frour tht dis:
persion ai maniinti tilt the fait of th-: kîngdoof a Isteti; a chrono-
logically amenticti isîory ai Egypt, Paltitine, Babylania, Assyria and
Medo-Persia; an accouai ai the oigin ai AMjn instituions andi
empire ; the bastory ai FHit:iedispersion ira Europe and,"&.i; andi
the sîory ai the peopliasg ai tht American continent. Tht woulc as
looketi for with keen interest.


