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CHRISTMAS.

Chiistmas bells ring in family reunion { The rail trains
crowded with children coming home. The poultry fed. as
never since they were born, stand wondeiing at the farm.
et’s generosity,  The markets are full of massacred barn.
yards, ‘The great table will be spread nd crowded with
two or three or four gencrations. Plant the fock astride
the breast-bone, and with skitful twiich, that we (ould
never learn, give to all the hungry lovkers-on a specimen
of holiday anatomy. Florence is disposed to soar, give
her the wing. The boy is fond of music, give him the
drumstick. The minister 1s dining with you, pive him the
parson’s nose. May the joy reach from grandfather, who
ts so terribily old that he can harlly find the way to his
plate, down to the bab{ in the high chair, who with one
smart pull of the table-cloth upsets the gravy mtn the cran.
berry. Send from your table a liberal portion to the poor,
some of the wiinte meat as well as the dark, not confiming
{our generosity to gizzards and scraps. Do not, as 1n some
amilies, keep a plate and a chair for those who are dead and
gone.  Yaur holiday feast would be but poor fare for them :
they areata better banguet in the skies,  Let the whole
land be full of chime and carol.  Let bells, silver and Lira.
sen, take their swectest voice, and the towers of Christen.
dom rain music.~—Brooklyn Magazine,

THE FINGER RING.

Of all the ornaments with which vanity, superstition and
affection have decorated the human form, few have more
curious hits of history thaa the finger sing. From the ear
liest times the ring fhas \been a favourite ornament, and
the reason for this general preference shown for it over
other arsticles of jewellery are numerous and cogent. Oraa
ments whose place is on some portion of the apparel, or
in the hair, must be laid aside with the clothing or head.
dsess; are thus easily lost and often not at oncemissed. Pins,
broockes, buckles, clasps, buttons, all sooner or later be
come defective in some part, and are liable to escape from
an owner unconscious of the defect in the mechanism, The
links of a necklace in time become worn, and the awticle is
taken off to be mended, the spring or other fastening of a
bracelet is casily brok=n ; and the bracelet vanishes. With
regard to ornaments fastencd to pasts of the savage body,
mutilation is nccessary ; the car must be bored, the nose
pietced, the checks orf lips be ulit, and, even after these
surgical operations are corepleted, the asticles used for
adoroment arc generally inconvenicnt, and sometimes by
their weight of construction are extremely painful,  In strik-
ing contrast with the decurations worn on the clothing, in
the haiz, round the neck and arms, or pendant from the cars,
lips and nose, is the finger ring, the model of convenicnce.
It is seldom lust, for it need not be taken off; requizes no
prepatatory mutilation of the body, is not painful, is al
ways in view, a perpetual teminder, cither of the giver
or of the putpuse for which it is wern.  The popularity of
the sing must, therefore, be in large measure due to ats
convenience, and that this good quality was early learncd
may be inferred from the Hebrew tradition, which attri-
butes the invention of this ornament 10 Tubal Cain, the
‘* instructor of every astificer in Lrass and iron."”- ~Popular
Science Monthly.

UNCHANGED FLORENIINE TRAIZ?S.

If we take some of these charactess of *¢ Romola,” and
look fur their counterparts in another aig, with a little pan
cnce we shall find them all. | Ghilandajo will show us
many of them—he who—i{ he did not pamt the walls of
Florence as he wished, portraved the world that moved
within those walls. In the choir of Santa Maria Novella
the artist pamnted the storizs of the blessed Virgin and St
John the Baptist; but he has taken his pictures from con
temporary hife ; he has painted s friends and ncighbours,
not 1dohized nto cold abstractions, but real men and women,
with keen, subtlc faces, acute and crtical, but not unkindly,
sharpened Ly shop-keeping and the framentanc, but cne
nobled by wideculture, and capadle of kinthing into enthusi-
asm. Many of them arc ugly i hne and modclling, with an
oceasional quite abnormat development of cheeks and chan,
bony and flacerd at once. Bat intellect can domuch to beautify
the most ili-favoured. Each of these figures 15 a defini ¢
wersonality, cleatly and disuncily watked, invaluable to the
student of history, with no softening of hincs or angles—a
portrait siraight from life. Here wi are face to face with
the old Florentines. . . .

Halfthe streets of Fletence are namzd for the great fami.
hies. They have held history and romance—~tragadies of
blows in the catlicr centunes, of powson in the latter,—~and
have shelterad the kindly family bfc Pandotfim tclls of in
hus ** Del Governe.’  The tamous families of Florence were
long ived.  To-day, at the Manelli Palace, you wviit the
statues which Donaicilo gave o 2 Maricili of ihe fificenth
century ; 3 1s by the courtesy of a Buonarotts that the tehics
in the house o! Michacl Angelo are shown ; thic Sircen, the
Pazzt and many others are scen datly about the strenss <f
the ity ; and 10 Santa Ctace the tamb of 3 Coppont—a
Gina Capponi, like his gicat ancestor—ic< white and shining
in the marbic of & recent date.  -&. . Hlaskfieid, 1 Scrab-
ner’s Magazine for Dacmiéer,

HOUSE FLANTS.

The way house plants thiive on the dregs of coffes 1eft
at breakiast iz :dmir:lion.. Bowker itsell hardly tums out
strotger leafage or sach thick bloom. The groundsare a
good mulch on ke top of the soi’, but a little care must be
given not 1o te* then sour and ge* mesty in coolish, damp
weather.

The great ftoable with house plan'e, nreater than crrors
in waterit2, 13 letung the pots be expetes to the szn. The
fibrous tools o+r praw to the 3¢ of the pot, and thesc
ate baked in full sunshine, trebly hot, coming through
glass, which condenses ils rays; the Toot tips are soon

killed. The whole ball of carth is baked over and over
daily, and yet people wonder why they don't succeed with
house plants. Shade the sides of the pot always, cither
by plunging in a box of sand, moss, cocor fibre or ashes,
or place a thin board on edge across the front of thr plant
shelf, that will come almest to the top of the pots,  Let the
plants have the sun, but shade the pots. A good way to
scieen them is to set each jx°t in one or two sizes oy more
larger, filling the space with moss or sand.

‘The best gardeners say that the porous common pots are
nut so good for house plants as those glazed or painted
outside. The reason is that evaporation is constant from
the side: of the porous pots, and the routs are not only
drice but colder lor it. - Fiek's Magazine for Decemler,

SVIHILE TO BETHLEHEM WE ARE GOING.

While to Bethichem we are going,
Tell me now, to cheer the ruad,

Tell me why this lovely infant
Quitted Hlis divine abodc ?

** From that world to bring to this

Perle, which, of all carthly blisscs,

Is the brightest, purest bliss.”

Wherefore from His throne exalted
Came He ¢t scaith to dwell 5

Al {lis pomp an huwble manger,
All 1lis court a narrow cell 2

¢ From that world to bung to this

Peace, which, of all casthly ilisses,

Is the bughtest, purest bliss,”

Why did He, the Lotd Eternal,
Mortal pilgnm deigo to be—

He who fashioned for His glory
Boundless immortality ?

*¢ From that world to brirg to this.

Peace, which, of all earthly bhisses,

Is the brghtest, purest bliss,”

\Well, then, lct us haste to Bethlehen s
Thither let us haste and rest ;
For of all heaven’s gifts, the sweetest,
Sure, is peace—the sweetest, best,
—Zranslated by Sir Jokn Bowring

SAI ONAROLA’'S TRIUMPH,

Theie are in the world few grander Dbuildings than
that citadel of Floteatine liberty, the Palazzo Vecchio; it is
an embodiment of militant beauty in stone.  In earlizr times
the sceue of so much that was noble and base, it became in
he fiteenth century the place of Savonarola's triumph and
ageny. For there in the vast hall of that great council he
so laboused to sccure, he set a whole people to work at a
fever heat of enthusiasm, with Michae) Angeclo and Leon-
atJo da Vinci among the workers, that an asylum might be
created, a refuge and an appeal to the many against the in-
justice of the few. The Mecdici changed the place; the
arch-patrons of art destroyed the desigas of Angelo and
Leonardo, setting up the clumsy statues of Leo and the
dukes, and the ceilings of Vasari, celebrating Cosimo ;-
they wanted no unpleasant souvenir of the great council.
But the centuries have seen ** the Medicesn stamp outworn,”
and have placed the statue of the mighty mork in the mid-
dle of his hall,

‘Thestory of *“ Romola * leaves us with a sense of sadness
and defeat. Savonarola died mute and unjustified; his
his fricnds and discipies robbed, murdered, and driven into
cxile 3 his lile’s work undone ; and the kingdom of God he
had laboured to found shaken to its foundations. But only
a few years after, under a Medicean pope, he is solemuly re-
habilitated by the Church—the historians estimate him at
his true value, devolees make pilgrimages to his cell, Fra
RBartolommeo paints him as the patron saint of his order,
and Raphael places him in a frescoed Paradise ameng 2

lorious company of prophets and sages. To-day, in an
fxaly that does not love monks, Ferrara raises his status be-
fore the castle of the Estensi; and in Florence, in the vast-
ness of the great council-hall, is his colossal image. Many
changes have come to his beioved city 3 but sheis faithlul tc
his memory, and thosc who do not reverence the priest
honour the patriol who withstood tyrants, and loved
libesty.—E. & Blashfield, in the Ckristmas number of

- Soridrer's Megasine, °

Crouctt HiLL congregation thankfully acknowledge
that the four years of Dr, Murnhy's ministry have been
nch in Dlessing 10 them. In bidding him farewcll they
presented tum with seventcen volumes of Ruskin’s woiks.

Tus Rev. Witham Logan, M.A., of Lanatk, has taken
a new departure in onder 16 teach the working classes by
starting a senies of special Sabbath afternoon services at
which short evangelistic addtesses are given and Sankey’s
hymns sung. The expennment lis highly successful, as is
cvideaced by the large and 1nterested audiences of men and
womnen. .

Tir Rev. William Barnet, of i1all-Morton, Damfrics-
shire, of which patish he has been minister for fony-four
years, died sulddenly oa a recent Sunday.  He was out o2
Siturday and expected o preach the following day as usual,
but was taken ill over night and died in a shott time.  He
had never been incapacitated by sickasss during the whole
of his minisity for 2 single Sunday. Mr. Burnet took a pro-
minent pirt in the Charch conrts,

Tus Rev. Dr. Cameron Lees officiated at the baptism of
the infant pric. 8 in the drawing-room of Balmoral, The
simple order of the Chuich of Scotland was observed, the
(qucen holding her grandchild while the ceremony was pet-
furmed. The sames given wete Victoria Exgenie Jolia Ena.
The company present included all the servants on the estates
and a number of the tenantry, while the Madrigal Choir

from Aberdesn performed the choral part of the service.

__I_Britizb and Foreign.

Mks. CRAIK, author of * John Halifax, Gentleman,”
was a life-long abstainer and wore the blue ribbon.

Tur Rev. €. C. Macdonald, of St. Clement’s Parish, has
been re-clected president of the Aberdeen Radical Associa-
tion.

Tug Peony Savings Bank in connoction with Free St.
Mary's, Govan, of which Mr. Howie is pastor, had last year
13,879 transactions.

STREAN congregation, Newtonatds, of which Professor
Martin was pastor, has chosen Mr. John Forbes, LL.D., li-
cientiate, to be his successor.

Mg, Hug Wabwrnl Houu, who is going to Egypt
under the auspices of the Amercan Missionary Society, was
ordained by Ldinburgh U.P. Presbytery lately.

Tue Rev. K, M*Cheyne Edpar vetues from the editorship
of the Slrestyterian Churchman, and will be succeeded by
another Dublin minister, Rev. J. L. Morrow.

During the past year the cottage in which Burns was
vorn was visited by 19,220 plgnms.  On one day in June,
out of 250 visuors, four-tilths were from the United Siates.

A nEsscrre at Montrote, arranged by 2 committee
which included a hotelkeeper and a spiuit merchant,
shows 1,022 in favour of prohibition, 417 against and 175
neutral,

Tne Rev. l]ohn Noble, of Lairg, has reccived a call to
Tlope Street Free Gaelic Church, Glasgow, which Las been
signed by 698 members and adherents, and sustained by the
Presbytery.

Lokrp Girrord’s bequest of $125,000 to Edinburgh
Untversity fur the foundatiun of a lectureshsp on Natural
Theology, has been accepted and 2 lecturer will be ap-
puinted shortly.

Tur Meclbourne Preséytearun says it would be a wise
move tor the Scots Church to renew its invitation to Mr.
larclay, of Montreal, since a httle impartunity might pre-
vait upon him to come.

NewineTon Free Church, Edinburgh, after being 1eno-
vated at a cost of $5,000, was reopeped on a recent Sab-
bath, Professor Laidlaw, Dr. Landels and Mr. Mitchell,
of Kirkurd, we: : the preachers.

Tue Kev. Danicl M*Laren, of Carluke, (ormerly of Lady
Glenoschy’s Church, Edinburgh, died lately in his fifty-sixth
year. ilis brother, the late inister of Fraserburgh, died
suddealy in August at Stornoway,

Tuz Kev. Alexandzr Gregory, M. A., the energetic you
minister of the West Church, Wooler, has been appoin
missionary in Amoy, China. e has also been asked to be
crlleague to Dr. Saphir, of London. It is undeistood he
bas decided to go to China.

Tue action by Rev. Mr. Hastic against Mz, Steele, clder,
the well-known Calcutta merchant, has been settled by the
fatter wathasawing all imputations on Mz, Hastie’s charac-
ter aod paying $1,500 of expenses.  The case was underap-
peal to the House of Lords.

Tug Federal Assembly of the Austsalian Presbyterian
Church kas resolved to signabize the centennial year of the
British possession of Australia by some great evangelistic
work., Stepsare to be taken to get all Christian Churches
to join in this mode of celebrating the century.

THug RA. Dr. Stewart, of Leghorn, who has been in fail-
ing health for 2 number of years, dicd recently in that city.
A Disrupiion minister ordained in 1837, he was Modentcr
of Assembly in 1874. and he will be long zemembered as
having taken 2 {otemost part in the great wotk of evangelic-
ing hialy.

Sir PETER CoATs laid the memorial stone of the nearly-
completcly church which he has erected in the ciiy of
Alpiers, using a trowel pretented by Sir Alexander
M*Kenzie. n a recent Sunday the chuich was opened,
and Dr. Young, of Glasgow, is to occupy the pulpit during
the winter.

MR. M*Lacas, M.P., states that 10,000,000 gallons less
whiskey was drank in Scotland in the ten years following
the passing o! the Forbes Mackenzie Act than mn the ten
preceding.  He holds that the best home rule we can have
15 to grive full control of the liquor traffic to the people of
the three kingdoms.

TuE congregation of Cadzow Parish Church, Hamilton,
have resolved to oppose the translation of their pastor to
Frazerluug, and his opponents in the latter place are hoping
that this may be the means of saving them from the anxie-
tics and troubles of contesting his seitlement through the
various Church courts.

Tux Irish Presbyterian Church supposts 2 training col-
Tepe at Puctto Santa Maria, Spain, where native converts
arc preparcd {or the work of the mission in that country.
Rev. W Moore, the principal, makes an appeal for help.
Mast of the students are of the humbler classes, and unable
to support themselves,

Tug Rev. Dr. Donald Macleod, of Glasgow, conducted
the services in St. Paul’s, Galashiels, on: & recent Sunday,
when a special cffort was made to clear 6ff the debt oa the
church amounting to $3.500.  This was more than realized,
the collection reaching $4,518.  St. Paul’'s was tuilt a few
years ago at a cost of $90,000, all of which has been mised
raised by the freewill offerings of the congregation. Dr.
Gloag, sowcll kuown as an author, is the pastor.

Ti:r fonceral of the Res. lertbert Bell, of Aberdeen,
whose tragic death was recorded, took place in Canonbie
Charchyard, Dumfricsshire. It was largely attended, and
the shops in the town were closed as 2 mark of ¢ 1to
his memory. Hewasa native of Langholm.  Mr. Bell had
profoand sympathy with the poor, and was & vigorous advo-
cale of ndical meamies 01 \he amcliontion of thar
condition, urging a root and branch zeform in the land
sysiem 16 prevent overcrowding the large cities.  He leaves
four children.




