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1 VUY S110OULD THE A UGM1ENTA TION,

SCIMME FAIt>'

DY KNOXONJAN.

là this scheme o( !ess inmportance than the otlier
schenîes ai the Church? Not b>' any umens. It is
al ledst ont of the most important, if not the niost
Important. Tht pastoral relation lies at tîte vcry
basisofour Churcliwork. Anytbiigtlîatiniîpairs the
efflcicncy ai tue pastorale strikes nt tht ver> vitals
of the CIurch. Anything that increases tue efficirncy
of the pastorate gives eficicncy anti pawver ta the
whole ecclesiastical machincuy. With pastoral work
nt ils best, colleges andi missions andi ever>' other
bratîcl ai wauk are vigorousl>' supporteti. Anybody>
that ever collecîcti maney for n>' Church purposa
knows that, other tlîings being equal, tht mnct> is
tasily o'nîained just in proportion ta tht strength of
the pastoral tie anti the cfficiency iîh which pastoral
wark is being dont.

This canîributor <lacs nat boise t esîalilish an>'
dlaimt ta originalit>' b>' saying that ministars arc bu-
mn. Tht>' would lie ver>' ltile use down hart
were they angelic. An angel waoulti (cci awfuliy out
af place driving an a muddy rondtinb an old sulky
behinti a lean horse betwecn stations tan miles apart.
An angel might not manage a congregatian of certain
kinds of people atar>' as .vcll as a mnan. Ht iniglit
hurry out tht Lots anti tret the remainder as Sodoni
and Gomorrah wvere treated. WVhen tht>' bat trieti
that tucalment for haîf-an-haur or sa îhey iniglit
bc sorry tht>' dit nat support Augmentation and
other gondi tlîings. It is weil for sÔnic people that
mnistars are humna». Hurnan ministers wvilI cease
blote long in the case oi each indi% <lual mani, anti
some ai those people whoc (tel hurt bacause ministers
are human may fccl warse before the>' arc man>'
minutes under a Ininistu>' that is net humar. Minis-
lets are humna», anti, baing hurnan, it lays an awfui
strain ont one taoast, lii ta taise mont' sur colle-ges,
for missions anti many other abjects, when hie k-nows
that his own wifc has teamake a dtspcrite fighstagninst
genteel povtrty anti that bis on chiltiren !irc baud>'
clati. Ont cannaI help wondering if the conveners ai
standing committecs ever thinl, of tht condition of
sorte ai the homes inb which they senti circulars ask-
ing for mont>'. WVh> la the name ai commun stase
are these missives always sent ta the mîiister? Is he
net ficquentl>' enough remndeti ni bis biting poveut>'
without being remindeti ai it officially? WVh> nat
senti thase circulars ta tht session cleuk or represen-
tative eider? It may lie true-it is true-that tht
monre a c,)ngregation dots for the general cause, the
more it cati do for itseli. This is no doulit truc; ni
ieast, true wiîbin certain limitations. But >'ou cannai
maire man>' cangregatians believe il, and when tht>'
don't believe it tht ministers usuali>' suifer. As a
meut niatter af finance, it ivoulti pa>' eveuy atlier
scherne in tht Church a hundue t imes aveu ta make
tht pastoral relation more secure. A ministar ivoulti
have some heaut Io wouk for the sceeres ai a Church
that tucateti him gcnerausly. A ministar kept down
ta starvation point cannaI do first-class worl, for bis
own couigregaîlon or for the Church as a whole.

New we sec sanie pbarisaical skinfiint who always
puis down bis cent, rail up the wlules oi bis e>-cs anti
sa>' la snivelliig tanes: "Minisiers sbouiti make sacri-
flces.' \Vc answer. Why dan'tyou make sacrifices?
Mârsy mîinisters do niake sacrifices. The whole lueé
af sorne ai theni is ont continucti sacrifice. Dut why'
shouid tht sacrifices aIl camte upnotca~ Nay,
wýc go furthcr, anti, in supporting ibis Augmentation
Schcme, asic why shoulti al] tht sacrifices came
upon certain members ai tbis ont class. Wc shail
not do aaything so sit>' or unfair as ta say that ail
ministers miakec sacrifices. A minîster who receivesa
salar>' of four or five thousanti a year makes no sacri-
fice to preach tht Gospel. Ht is liattar pait than tht
a-qerage mn he preaches ta. Ver>' few lawyers or
doctors inake four or five thausanti a year. Titare
arc ministers -ia rectipt ai gooti incarnes who neyer
could have matie the saine amount in iaw unles:s they
displaycd more lirai» power than tht>' do in tht put-
pit. Let ail this lieassumeti. Let ilbe assur±tialsos
that a minister who receives ten or twelve or flfteen
hundreti a year ia an>' ordinar>' localit>' is not asicet
ta mfake an>' sacrifices that a Christian mn shoulti
not malte cheerfully. Strike out aIl ?tm. who bave

" iaitty comfortable living. New wP conte down to
" snumber who have not a fairiy cornfortable living,
who have bard îvork ta kecp the %vol. tramn the door.
New, wc ask, wîIy should these few-aias, ulot sa few-
bie compelleti ta makc ai the sarrifices? Not one
lanman in a thousand denies hiniself anything for tht
Ohurch. The rninistcrs with the large salarier, doti't
sufler. At Icastirec hope tht>' don'î. It camtes ta this
in the end that the self.denlal, self-stcriflce and ail the
horrors of genteel paveri>' are pilcd on thosc minis.
ters who arc catted upon te serve poor or menui con.
gregatians. ls this fair? ls ilgenerous? ls ilChris-
tian? Can a Chiurcli iliat permits lier paorly. piid
ministers ta be'groîmnd in titis way expect ta prosper?

J ust litre is a gond place turnotice an objection that
we have more than once henrd Il is salit tha if a
minister isant cncrgctic, studiaus mau,and tworks bard,
hie cars scion rise ta a higlier position andi secure a
better silir>. it tnighî be.answeredtl tat hcrc shauhi
ie no higher orIowcr positions in flic Church of Christ.
At any events the Churcli should neyer sanction any
such distinction. Sauls arc just as v'aiuabic in Mus-
L-aka as in Taronto. ChriWîs work is just as impur.
tant in 'Manitoba as in Montrent. As Plielpis says,
the first ten inches af growtth in an uni,- mensure as
rnuch as ten on the topatost brnnch. Ilut ive don't
press ibis as an answer. [t wvoutl bc uselcîs to do sa.
Sa far asa;iming at promotion is canernied the Church
is about as worldly ns the world, and ton man>' mnis.
tcus may bc rclied an ta scherne just as hard as the
politicians they pray for. Il may, howcvcr, bc wveli
ta say that nine limes out of ten thc mian who says
dpoor rninisîcrs should study and risc " wauid be the

first ta condenin thcmn for candidating nnd the i-st ta
shout Il ioncyh if they nîoved ta a place with a larger
saiary.

Tht correct answer ta this objection is îbat the
schenîe is as mnuch in thec interests af the people as in
the intercst af thc ininistry. Supposing nny given
minister did gel promotcd the congregation would stili
reniairs. Another iinisier woul have ta corne, and
he 100 wauid have ta live. The people gain quite as
spuch b>' the succcss of the schcme as thc minister.
In fact, the smal ler congregat ions depend for their ver>'
existençe on ibis fand.

(As Professer Young used Io say at the close of a
paragraph-More arion.'

SAlIfIAFI SCIIOOL CONI'E It'ION

The Prcsbyter of GkengaMr held ils ninth Sabbath
bchooi Convention in St. Aaidrew's Cbtzrch; Williams-
town, on Tuesday 'and Wcdnesda>» l9th and 2oth
J anuary. it ivas a most gratifying succcss in ever>'
way. Tht meetings ivere held in the churcb, white
meals for aIl were provided in tht hait adjoining
which, 'lis ncedltss ta say, wcrt up to high-waternmark
of Highland generosity.

Tht Iwo pastors, Rcv. A. McGillivray and Johin
Matheson, with their respective congregations, were
mndefatigable in their efforts tu nake delegates and
visitors féei happy and at homne, and the>' succteded.

*Two wclI-known Sabbaîh school workers from
Monstreal, tht Rcv. Jas. McCaul, of Stanley Street
Church, and tht Rev. Dr. Smyîhc, af St. joseph Street
Church, were present most of the tinie and i ontributed
largely ta tht success ofîthe Convention.

The first session opcned ai twas o'ciock' p.rn., Tues-
day, andi in the absence of the President, tht Rcv. A.
Msatheson, of Lunenburg, Dr. Alguire, af Cornwall,
ex-President, look the chiir. Adtidesses ai welcorne
wcrc given b>' Rev. A. MicGillivray and Mr-. Gin,
eider, andi replieti ta by Rev James Hastie anti INc.
McGinnis.

The office-berirers for the ensuing year are. Rev.
J. S. Burnet, President ; Mir. Altx. NiIG!nnis, flrst
Vice-President ; Mfr. W. J. Scott, second Vice-Puesi-
dent ; Rev. A. McGillivray, Secretar>'; M1r. Hiugh
11.cLean (re.elccted), Treasurer.

Tht Convention cctie ta ise from tht Sabbath
schools during tht yenr a suai sufficient ta support
a native preacher ia Formosa. the treasurer re-
portet hat the $xoo which had ben voteti ta repair
tht Glengarry Chapel in Formosa liati lie» paiti in.

Tht first topic taken up was siIndividual Dealing,"
by tht Rev. Dr. Srnythe, of Montrcal. Afier mn.»
tioning severat examples froit Sculpture lie proceeded
ta show us how ta qualify ourselves for that work.
The qualifications he summeti up in thcse threc: knèw-
lcdge, love, jutignient or tact. Tht mindnustble well
stored with Bible* knowiedge. Then love for seuls is

needed as a motive power. And good jutiginent er
tact as a guiding motive. These points hie Illustrateti
with rnucb âptncss andi force. Hte was foilowcd by a
discussion la which severai look part.

Tht next îopic was discusseti by Dr. Algillre, of
Cornwall, IlHow ta meet Discaurageaients in Sab.
bath School WVot k."1 Ht showed that discouragernents
arc founti in connecta»n with ever>' wark of ny irn.
portance. Andi that a discourageti teacher is veces.
sauily aweakened teacher. lie enunierateti andi Illus.
tuatet (t) ina-ttention la tlit ass; (:) Irregular at.
tendance; (3) Stupid scholars; (4) No apparent re-
suits;, (5) Dscouragernents arising frarit within the
teacher's own mid. Antithen lie namedo veritgainst
ail these soaie af tht encouragements. Seveual inem.
bers thier look up the subject and gave their views.

Tht next on tht programme was IlSabbatb Schouls
in Scatlaind," by Rev. A. hMcGiIlivray, who hadti e-
turneti a fcw w'eeks befoie fromr a twclve nionths' visit
ta Scoîlanti. Ht showeti the rnighty Presbyzerian
power that existeti in thatl uttle landi. In tht Chuwch
of Scotiand, 500,000 communicants, 2 oooasin tht Sali-
bath school; , i the Fret Church, 340,000 members,
2og,coca in Sabbath school; , i the Unitedi prcsby.
-terian Church- 178,000 members, 98,000s in Sabbath
school ; making a total of i,îooo members, andi
64o,ooo in Sabbath school ; nr ntarly ten tinmes as
mny communicants anti six limes as matay Sabbath
school scholars as there art in aur Canadian Church.
la carnparing Sabbath school work in Scatlanti andi
in Canada ht was grcaîly disappointeti with a got
dent that he found in tht Mother Coulntry. Ht in-
stanceti: (t) Tht niost unsuitable hour unrversally
ndopîcti for Sabbath schools, viz., five part., which
there was the beginning of darkness, <-onsequently
there '"as a glocrny and repulsive feeling cast over the
schools; (2) Arrangements andi cquiprnents in the way
of buildings, etc., were fat behinti what abtained in
Canada anti tht United States; (3) Class distinc.
tion ; hie was amazeti andi pained ta finti ver' few
chiltiren of tht wcalthy andi educateti attending any
Sabbaîh school or Bible ciass, aimoat ail being the
childuen of the poorer classes, for tht former would
not let their chiltiren came ia contact with the latter;
(4) Long vacations in Sabbath schools-ali the congre-
gregatians bhall visiteti had vacations of Sabbath
scbools fuom three ta five moaîhs every year, white
sanie were opta oni>' hplf of tht j'ear; this was malt
detrimental ta tht work ; (s) Ht was shocked at tht
amocunt af open Sabbath tiesecratian in tht large
towns anti cities. In Glasgow, c.g.. tht street raiiway
ruas just as on a week day. Hundretis of groceries
andi candy stores are opta anti doing a rushing busi-
ness, andi no onc semns ta care about il. Rie bat heard
niuch of Srotland's strict Sabbath observance before
hie hati gant over; but wbat he saw with bis own cyes
shawvet that a greal change for the worst hat talcen
place cf tlc. Over against this, hawever, hc plactd
as deserving of mucli praise two, things-the large
nuniber ai young mn andi women fount la Bible
classes, anti the proinrent place given ta the Shorter
Catechism.-

Camparing Scotland and Canada la respect of Sab-
bath schools, hie held that Scoilanti had more tt Iare
of Canada than Canada had ta ltara from, Scotianti.

Tht first item an WVetnesday was a Bible class
tzîuglht b>'. Rev. A. Nfàbllivra>', with speciai reference ta
bis math ads, wbich were ta lie criticiseti hy the Con-
vention at tht close. Tht resuit %vas a ver>' gentral
expression of approval.

Next carne an address on Il Musir, ils Use anti
Abuse in tht Sabbath School," b>' the Rev. Janmes
H-astie. An indispensable condition was absent for
the successful application of miusic ta tht Sabbaîh
school, he hcld, VIL., its not beiag taught ia tht day
school. Mfusic: as a science shauli lie taught ia al
public scbools from the primary grade up ta tht high
school. Chiltiren shotilb lc taught ta rendi music at
siglit ai, the>' are taught ta rendi books at sight.
Examinations on this subject should take the saine
tankc as exaniinations in grammar, gcography, etc., for
promotion ta higher fouis and (or teachers' certificates.
If the present crowdeti curriculum can give, it no
place, something might bie profltably droppeti or
obligeti ta make rooni. WVere tbis generally dont la
schools several beneflts would resuit. (!) It woulti
act mfost.-bcneficially upon the epiris aid morale af
the scholars--ruffled temper *oulcl be calmeti, coarse
natures refincd, anti the schocl -room would bie lifteti
up into the atnosphere ai home life by thesc sibigg
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