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SCIPTURAL. TESTS AND~ tcI RISTIANV
LIBERTY.

W E have, wlth pleâsure, ruaade sorit for another
piper by "lLalcus," though frankiy we as littie

as ever sec that such picadings cither cai for oin
answer or admit of any. They are vague, with
ali respect bie it sid, soniewhat dciamatory,
andi with no definite or practical suggestion as
ta what is ta be done in order ta rcmedy the
supposeti evil and ta securc the much desireti lib-
erty without iaiiing into the idinittedly possible
license. It is a very easy thing ta plead (or liberty
and tu cry out against cvery kind ai mental and spirit-
ual bandage, but what dos it ail amaunt ta uniess
tiacre bc individual points indicated where relaxation
should be mnade, andi certain statenients in the coin-
plaineci af creeds pointeti out as inconsistcnt with the
Word ai Goti, andi caicuiatedi taact as stumibling blocks
ta weak or sensitive consciences. On the principle
for wviiîch.apparenti' Laîcus " plends every ai wouid
be a iaw utl iimseif, and this one cry ai liberty
wouid caver every anomaly andicondone cvery possible
eccentricity either in thought, speech, or behaviaur.
W'e can understand individuais comning with detinite
propositions, andi arguing that this, that, or the other
point ai doctnne or dià.cipline shoulci be chan1gcd or
modifieti. In sucb a case there is something tangible an
the proposition, and maanly and straightforward in tht
bearang wath whach such a proposaI as brought farward.
But whcn it is a mere cry for liberty,without any distinct
statenient af grievance or any suggestion as ta what
ought ta bc amendeti or how the change was ta bc et-
fecteti, we canfess we are at son. Such liberty, con-
cedeti, wouid admit within the paie af avy sectini kif
Christ's Church equaliy thase who believed evcrything
and those who beicved nothing nt ail. We at once
anti frankiy acknawledge that it is neither desirable
nor proper ta multaply or camplicate ternis ai com-
munion beyand what Scrapture sanctions and requares.
Blut how is the dcsiderated simplification ta be secureti
except by ail concerneti frankiy and honestly statang
their objections andi iorniuiating thear wishes. Evert
IlLaicut.» wishes ta have "a cieed," as evcry sensible
persan nus.., and w,,uld. very likely campiain of culpa.
bic laxity andi unscrapturainess îf parts af that short-
erteil formula werc rnutilated or rejected. Surely it is
but fair that athers should have the same liberty.
Tht whole teaching ai aur i>resbyterian Church an
ecclesiastical polity hins been rejcîed with indignat; in
and scorn by many who " have been abîandantly
biei-sed in preicbing.' What then? WVould "Laîtcus"
cast it aside and admit as Presbyterian minasters ail
who were successfui prcachcrs-from the highest Epis-
copalian ta the most radical Congregationalist ?' Tht
whale systcm cf doctrine usuaily s'yicd Calvinistic lias
been osîentatiously rejecteti b) thase whose prcaching
bas apparently been "abundantly biessed,"and whase
Christan character couid flot be reasonably calleti
anto question. WVeil? Wouid IlLaicus " bc prepareti
for what naast iogicaiiy foilow ? Sa we might ask
about a goad niany other points tili we landeti aur-
seives in ail the fog.bound goodyism and irrelevant
dravel ai Plyniouthism, wath ail back-bone taken out

o'. ii relagiaus belais, andi ail practacaliy effective
motive eliminated from our lives. As we have saiti,
it as only some six years since the subordanate stand-
ards ai the Prcsbyterian Churcli in Canada wcre gcne
carefuiiy over, sentence by sentence and paragraph
by paragrapb. WVas that an honest proccedng ? or
was at a fraud and a farce ? l'Laicus » may say that
it %as the latter, but many as truc andi manlyas hion-
est in examanatian, andi as fearless in avowal as any
whom " Latc us" cathcr knows or couid naine, hati and
bave a vety différent adea ai that transaction. Thoso
wha are sf:iI saita.fieti wath what was then donc, and

r r

mith the conclusions then arriveti at, coulti nat b. ex-
pecteti ta mave in thetriatter. They have no:hing ta
complaîn cf. They (tel no (etters. They are con-
sciaus ai no galiing restrictian. A pramlnent anti
tr.assparentiy lionest minîstek anti (allier af uur Church
Litely renaîxikti that hie feit as littIe galleti, hatassed,
or restricteti by hîs ardinatian vaws anti engagements
as hoe id by the multiplicatian zable; anti wili aaay
anc say that there are not very many in the l'tesby.
terlan Church in Canada who coutil as frankly anti as
honesîiy anake the same avawal? lithere are, antiwc
belmeve there rire, it ia not in the nature oithings ta b.
expccteti that these slaau!ti begin a niavetasent for re.
laxation anti slniplilkatlon (or whlch they léel fia
neeti, thaugh thcy niight be perfectly wiling, for their
brethren's sake, anti stiîl more for the sakie ai tihe Mas-
ter, ta go so fat in the way ai ehortenting, ulmpiiying,
or even motiuing, If they knew exactiy what was
wantcd, whcrein the gnevance cansasteti, anti how the
proposeteredy wistabe appieti. Allthls,werseal,
mnust came front thase wha (col riggrieved, anti must bc
stateti, nat in weak, washeti-out, anti sonîewhat laite.
leas dcclamataons about Illiberty," "( rec thought,"
" rc speech," etc., etc., but in tiefinate, ananful state-

mients o( what ls feit ta bc wrong or oppressive, anti
in indications ai how that wror'g la ta be put right.
Claurch censures, caiti looks, or ecclesiastlcal anathe.
nias are very amail things ta a man who iives ever in
bis great Master's eyt, ta say nathing of what la stiil
smaller, tht lass ai Churchly position or dily breati.
Buat it is somethîng, indecti everything, for such an ane
ta keep a conscience vaiti ai offence towarti Goti anti ta-
wairt man ;and if, in order tado this, lie cannai gel tht
liberty hie wants anti asks w:liti any Claîrchi enclosure,
ho %vili seck it -wlho ut, anti that without cubher looking
for sheiter an mental reservatian, or finsding a ticience in
the ignorance ai those wha have not changeti anti coultil
not acquits -- in tht divergence if lhey knew. WVe
arc lutte £eatiy at onc* ta, admit that there is a cer-
tain kinti af manliness and courageaus honesty, or
something like that, in thase wbo pleati ta be aîiowcti ta
continue an tht Presbyterian Church, ta oat its breati,
andi ta aninster at ats aitars sa long as they aire
consciausiy loyal ta what they understanti te bc, Chris-
tian duty andt fundamental truth, though they shaulti,
or at Ieast miglia, have cast much of tht Confession
ai Faillh ta tht winds, anti bc teatiy with tht somewbat
profane Glasgow profcssor ta say in answer ta the ques-
tion, "Does this cantain a confession ai your faith ?"
"A>e, fa.ith dots , antia great dea maie" But even
then the question is reasonable, Il How much mure ?"
Sa that those who have not changeti at ail, anti caim
ta be equaiiy hontest, niay know exactly hiow rouchi they
are asked ta, gave up, anti where they stand. The
whale drift ai aur carrespandent's communication, so
fair as we can gather, is that ministers ai the Presby-
terian anti otner creeti.baunti Churchez are s0 utteriy
without han esty anti back.bone that they have flot tht
courage ai their convictions, anti are cither se unabie
or unwilling, or bath, ta sacrifice for conscience andi
Christ wbaî men ai the warlti are every day sacrificing
for honour or even for commun hanesty, anti ail the
while neyer dreaming that they are doing anything very
mîach out ai tht way, that in order ta keep them fram
telling or acting a lie, it miust bo matit impassible for
this ta bc donc so long as they are cansciously lion-
est ta thear convictions whatever these may be, anti are
able ta speait as they reaiiy thinit, at least sa fair as
their mastery af the Engiish language will enabie them
ta accaanplish such an explait with any mensure ai
distînctness anti success.

REAfEDI-fL MVEASURES FOR JRELAND.

JT as surely a matter for congratulation that tht landi
law proposeti for Irelanti by bitr. Gladistone se.

cures se large an amaunt ai justice ta the occupants
af the Irish soil without tiaing anytiting like practical
wrong ta, the landowners, anti wathout even an the
sliagtest approaching that canfiscationir of properLy
wlîich was cither feareti or hopeti by multitudes,
according ns their personal anterests or politacal 1can-
ings anight suggest or influence. There is flot cvcn
t shatiaw ai justice in a landawner coaning in by

sanction ai law, anti swteeping away, for his awa bene-
fit, a the permanent improvemnts which the tenant
ina, have made on tht raw aterta caUcti landi, wath-
out any equivalent being thnught ai or proposeti.
Tht time for that sort ai thing ia cater past or is fast
passing, flot only in Ireland, but thc worid aver.
The tenant pays for the us -cf the raw 1n="ia calleti

land. If, at the ent ai hlm accupancy, that land Is de
terloaîed, reason wouid da,,' that heoaught ta pay the
landiorti for such dcerioration. If Il has been ren.
dereti more valuable, that imptavement belnngs to
hîni wiaa bas maade it, andi aughî ta b. appraisetl nnd
piti for like any other plece ai property. In (act the
law ai landiorti andi tenant requires cansîderabe
revisai the warid over, andi !t le la the (alr.way of get.
t.ng it, if anly ail concernied would se coidlaliy unite
in the revisai as to, prevent enythlng liket excess, elther
on tl'e ane aide or the other. A great many othet
kindreti questions about keeplng land unuseti andi
uaicultavated, tlil the lndustry ai others shahi Pddt ta lts
value, and as ta who should, lIn such circtamstances.
have tht uight ta accruals, wlll aIma have ta b. fâceti
here in Canada, as wreii as eliewhere, and may give a
gondi deai ai trouble befare they are inally andi firly
settieti. lieginningu, hawever, lIn the rlght direction
are beirg made,, and the establisheti relgn ai rlghteaus.
îacss, truth, and equlty may flot b. su far distant as
sorte imagine. It là so fur establisheti airetiy wher.
ever Chrlst's iaw and Chrlst's lave bear away, and
whocver may pratest ta the contrary, it wlt b. stil!
anale so wlaea that gentle nule ahali b. unlvemslly et.
tablishei, anti when ail nations shali flow ta It andi
recagnize 1ws pawer. WVc belIeve ïtir. Gladistone neyer
spoko a trmaer word, or ane hoe more cordlally feIt, thtan
when hie salie rejaiced ta get away (rom the uncon.
geniai work ai coercîon andi repressian, however neces.
sary that work liait been, ta that whtch was Intended
ta bc at once remedial andi ameilorative; and ta help
towards the tandoiaig af heavy buttions, and the ictting
oi the poor anti or)presseti go (ree without any atlier
having a riglit ta coinplaln af bcbng tepriveti ai any jiait
ptivilege or any equltabie right. Let us hope that
this effort at doling justice niay b. crowned with abunti.
ant aind gratifing ataccess.

T7UE TOROiN#TO qIOSPITAL FOR SICK
CRILDREN.

W E have once :.dt again drawn the attention of aui
readers ta the Hospital for Sick Chiltiren whacb

bas for years been eitablished In Toronto. It is one
af the most motiest and most deserving af aur public
charities, andi well deserveà; the cordial support andi
earnest sympathy oi every Christianiy beaievaleait
heart. Thase vila wMs ta sec and judge for ti.exn.
selves couiti fot do botter than pay a personal visit to
245 Elizabeth street, and wre shaUl bi gaeatly mistakec
if, 3fter such a visit, they do nat become earnest sup-
porters and ativocates ofthis cbarity for aIlI time coin-
ing. Cast-aIT clothes.. andi playtbings no langer
requireti at home, arm always acceptable at this hospit
taI, as weii as flowers anti much else, flot forgettini
tht maney, whîch is always needed, anid is indeeti, ini
a certain sense, indispensable. The hospital is too
amaîl. It sureiy ought flot ta bc difficult ta maise ail
the money neetiet for the proposeti easlargement.

K'NOX COLLEGE.

Tht (allawing is a list af tiiose who, succeedeti in
tht competitian for schoiarships at the late examina-
tion in Knox Coliege:

SCItoLAatSHIiiS IN TUEOLOGY-a'aaST YULR
lisyne Scholarstip-Poflcicncy in Hebrew on entering

Theologîcal course, joseph liuilder, B.A.
.'dcxandria Schoiarship, $5o.-Gencral Proficlency. D. M-

Ramsay, ftA.
Schutauhip, $S.SsestcTheology, lm. Buiildu,

BJ.A.
Goidie Scholarshîp, $So.-Exegetics, J.A. l-%mnitan,ILA.
Gillirs Schoiarsbip, $.4o.-Church Ilistory, J. Bahiaatyr,

B3.A.
Esson Scholanship-BJible llistory, I. blyers, B.A.
Dunbàr Sciaolirbip, $5a.-Apoigetics, John Mutch,

B.A.
Gilics (11.) Schalarsaip, $4e.-Bible Critlcisin, A. K-

Caswell.
sEcOneD vuAX.

J A. Cameton Scholarshlp, $6a.-General Prolciency,

Dlonat Srhahrship, $40.-Caurch History, Samauel Car-
ruthers.

Loghrin Schoiatsbip, $5o.-Systematic Thcology, Joba
Neil, B.A.

A lexandria <IL.) Scholarsblp, $So.-Exegelcs, John Gib-
son, B. A.

Esson (I1.) Scholarship, $4o.-Bible HlstoMyJ. Jamieso.
ltron Sclaolarship, $4o.-Best average by stiadents who

have net galmeti anoiherschoatshlp, A. G. McLclzIii, B.A-
VTI) YAD

Hauallton Cenlennial Charcb Scbolmrhlp, $6o.-Genenl
Proicienc.y, PL Y. Thou. B.A.

Fisher Scholarshlp (1.), $6o.-Systmiatlc Theoiogy li.
McGregr,BaA.


