4

TIIE COLONIAL FARMER.

am. ‘The co;:equtmcn of this was that althougﬁ th: Soulhllln\lccley and Mr, Fritchard employed them with declded s,

Downs lost some hiatdihood, as it rrgarded both keep and weather,
they ohisined a careaso not mawi:ﬁly diminished in value in the
estimation either ofthe consumer or the buteherecoming somes
wehat earlier to the market, and yielding a flecco tonger in ts
staple, fluer In its fibre, with much of its former strength, and
feltiness too, and neatly doubled in welght—a true combing wool,
valued by the manufacturer, having ready sale, and producing a
fair remuncrating price®,

Crosses Letween the New Leicester and the Doreet sheep have
not been altempted on any extensive scale; but now that the
middle wool Rudsco eney and profitable a market, the expetiment
will doubitless be resume.

Still further §n the west the Leicesters have heett eminently
useful,  Both the Dartimoor and the Txmour sheep owa much to
them, with respect to eatlier maturlty, increased slze so far ax it i
desirable, and a far more valunhle fleece.  Mention will presently
be isde ofthe Devonshire Bampton sheep, n cross of the native
sheep with the Leicesters, and now become scarcely inferior to the
Leicesters themselves,

In Cornwall tha Leicoster blaod has been introduced with de-
clded advantage, not only in improving the sheep that were
obthined from Dartinoor and Exmoor, but Ju imparting a better
fleeco and a better carcase 20 the native breed on the downs and
heaths of tha farther extremity of tha country; and that, without
se2ming to diminish in any material degree the hardihood by means
of which thuy are so well adapted to the situation which they
octupy.

In Somersetshire, their influence may he traced to the Bamptons,
extending from the borders of Devonshire to the river Parectt s
and their form and character will not he overlooked in many of the
flocks that wander on the Mendip Hills.

Tha cross of the Leicesters with the Ryclands hav slzeady heen
described.  For a while it was of doubtful advantage—the caresse
suffered fn the fincness of the flecee and the flavour of the mutton
Now, iowever, that the ftycland sheep bas participated in tho fate

of all those of the snort-woolled breed, and is nn langer employed L inountain slicep, as it makes them incapable of standing the It
in the manufacture of fine cloth, the change produced in the fleece | searcity of food.™ Experience, however, has proved, that b
by the introduction of the Dishley blood is benelicinl rather nmnl(\w h'{;hhnd and the upland sheep may be much improved iy
injurioue, av it better fits the wool for its new destinv, while it adde | aydmixtare with losland blood ; they may obtain the faculty

In tho present state of ! tyrning every particle of fuod to nutrinent, and the early matunty,

materially to the weight of the sheeo.
shebp-husbandry and the employment of weol, n crase with, the
Leicestur is advantageous 2o the tarmer, as materially inerensing
his profit from both the carease and the wool,

Ir the adfoining county of Worcester the Leicester shoep hins
also been at work, and profitably tae, for the sheep farmer.  In
the north of the county the prevalent breed is componsed of the
grey-faced Shropshire and the Leicester; and, towards the centre
sad the south, of tho Luicester and the Cotswold.  This is like-
wise the character of all the Shropstire long-woolled sheeps while
there is scarcely a short-woolled breed that has nat some of the
Leicester blood in its veins, In Staffordshire the case is litrle
different, ‘Thoso crasses wihich were considered to be of doubtful
advantage before the short woul waz-either deteriorated in itself.
or driven from the market by German and Spuaish flecces, are
now regarded in a different light. It was ofien a dubious yuestion
whether the enlargement of the carcuse was not dearly purchased
by the altered character of the fleece, but in Staflurdshire, as cise-
where, the pasture suiting the sheep, a double advantage is now
evidently gained, and the farmer is becoming tare disposed 1w
take advantage of it. '

Into South Wales, and cven to the farthest extremity of it, the
Lcicesters have penctrated, and generally with success ; but they
have met with powerful antagonists in the Cotswolds, that, or
cgosses from them, ijohabit the fertile valleys with which the
gouthern parts of the principality abound,

In North Wales the Leicestess have been used with some, hut
not uniform success, in crossing tho mountain breeds. Sir W,

—

» This cross wasearly tried by Dr. Wil' « for another purpose. The
situatlon of his farm was favourabio to the sa  of grass lambs. 3o reasonedt
that the disposition to fatten in the Lelcester ocing greater than tn the South
Down, the lamus of the cross would go corlier to market than thoso of the
pare South Down Lreed—that the same dispasition to fatten would be extend.
ed 19 the cwes of tho breeaing stock ; while the hardy of the

vantage it the Isleof Anglesey, In other places the impravems
way not #o evident,  In fact, there sems so inuch contratiey:
form and habit betwoen the Lelcester and the mountain shey
that unifurin or frequent suceess could dearcely be expected. T
Cotswold sheep, although heavier than the Lelcester, is ma
active and mare patient both of cold and ecanty foud, snd thetefn
more likely to produce a cross suited to such o country. N
ptite Leicesters were cultivated by some farmers, but they didw
nuswer so well as crosses of them with the native breed; thitwg
naturally to be expected,

In Tancashire, in Westmorland, and in Comberland, the natis
shm!ﬁwoolled sheep have been crossed by the Leloesters with wa
tenefit,

In Notthumberland the black-faced sheep are numerous, andj
is the native country of the Cheviots s and from this district g
breeds extend to the norihern extremity of Scotland, Thefa
turesof the country in an agricultiral palnt of view are exceeding
different In vatious pasts of Scotland, and the eattle and sheep lﬁ
are bred in the different Jocalities can possess but few qualiting
commen, ‘The blackefaced sheep can alone thrive, or even esiy,
on the heatrand peat of the northern flighlands,  The grassy ad
loss exposed districts of this mountainciis region will support,
somewhat heavier sheep, and there and in the central Highlnk
the Cheviots are cultiated with advantage; while the valleys sl
wiaing, nad they.are numerous and fertile, will bear the lape
Leickster breed,

1t might, vn fiest consideration, be questioned whether any ol
was necesary between these,~whether the highland, or the m.
land, or the vale sheep could receive lmprovement by sdmiste
with cach other, and whether the only rational method of ps
ceeding wns not to keep the bireeds pure and distinet, and improm
them hy careful selectiun alone,

Sir Join Sinclar has recurded bis cpinion on this paint. Tl
Dishley Lreed is perhaps the best ever reared for a richandy
district; but tha lcast tincture of this blood 1s destructive ot

which constitute the value of the Leicester breed.

The breed itself cannot be changed.  * I occupied a farm," s
& Lammevinuir sheep-master, * that had keen rented by our fxnﬁ’;
for nearly balf acentuzy.  On entering it, the Cheviot stock vs
the object of our choice, and so long as we continuyed in possersia
of this breed every thing proceeded with iderablo sy s b
the Dishley sheep came into fashon, and we, influenced by the
genetal mania, clesved our farm of the Cheviots and precured th
favourite atock. Qur coarse, lean pastures, however, were s
cqual to the task of supporting such heavy-bodied sheep; and thy
gradually dwindled away in less and Jess bulk: each generatia
was inferior to the preceding one; and, when the spring
severe, scldom more than two-thirds of the Jambs could survive th
ravages of the storm.” ‘This was a sufficient illustration of
fully of placing certain Lreeds of shoep on situations which natw
hnd not formed them to ocenpy 3 but itisanother question whethe
there are not certnin qualities belonging to sheep occupying a vy
diﬂ&:}ent locality that mny be advantageously imparted to o
breeds,

The Cheviots occupy the upland districts—they are valusbk
in many particulars, but may they not obtain from another sount
a dispasition to futten more kindly and to arrive mor2 eatlyd
maturity? They used to weigh frum 17 to 20 lba, per quarten
and to be vendy fur the market at three years old,  They wen
crossed with the New Leicester sheep.  They had sufficient it
herent hardihood in them to thrive as well as ever on their oatip
hills; they did not much increase in weight when they wereis
condition for the- butcher, although some of them have been.er:
hibited weighing 30 and 32 lbs per quarter, but on. the s
pasture and stocked as closely as before, they arrived at .matuniy,
at less than two yems old, and more frequently ready for he

Sonth Downs vould ensble tho eross to live on less food than the pure
Lelcesters wonld require. The speculation seemed to succeed for a while,
but was finally abandoned, because the best properties of theso sheep were
not brought fairly into play, or developed and Lnproved by a cross for suchp
putrpose.~Agric, Mog, April, 1803,

butcher at sisteen months  Nothing more needs to be stated in
order to show their increased value, and that derived. from i
New Leicester cross. It is frue that the wool underwent e
siderable change as well as the carcase. ‘It was longer, heavi?h
and soon devoted to another purpose; but, -before the revolutis




