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protuessun of solid and bidiug advautage. Devaid
of Guse prisciples, thoy have beon almost inveri-
atty found—tike sharp and polubed woapaus ie the
teauds of @ lunatie—to infict 2 1mortal wound on
thenr gussessor, and strike doop at the hest interests
at saciety. In tho history of ous Literature, more
putiendarly of the drana, it will bo sny painful duty
i pont ouf too nany names whiels exomplify this
meaurnon s—too many, whose weeath of tmperishe
able laurel is intersoven with bitter sud doadly
karhs, winch, lke tho eavenowwed disden that en-
cwreled the brow of the Christian virgin in the days
o wocy persecutivn, insinuate & subto poison inlo
the veirs, and convay it oven 1o tho heart I
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BACRED GEOGRAYHY.

From the Critica Biblica.
, THE LAKES OF PALESTINE.

.

The Lake Asphaltites is a collection of water of
considerablo magnitude. It is surrounded by high
lulls on the east, west, and south, some of them ex-
hubiting frightful precipices, and on the north it is
bounded by the plain of Jericho, throush which the
tiver Jurdan flows into it. The Keuron, Arnon,
and Zaret, rushdown the hills intorrents, and along
with vther streams, dischiarge thomselves into the
Jaha.—Its real size, wo believe, is not yot ascertain-
ed, for we are not aware that any modern traveller
has measured it; and the measuremonts of Jo-
sophus, whe found it seventy-two miles long and
eighteen broad, are still reforred to. Diodorus af-
fipins, that it is sixty two-miles long, and seven und
a Talf broad; but the caleulation of Pliny is wuch
sreater, for he says it is one hundred miles long and
taenty-fiva wide, iu the broadest part.  Maandroll
considars it seveuty-two wmiles long, and eighteen or
tventy-one in breadth.  Pocoke agroos with Diode-
rus, sl Dr. Clarke with Josephus : and the Abbe
Marits, who seoms to have paid much attention 1o
its preubiarities, maintaivs, that it is ono hundred
nnd cighty wilesin circsit.  We causothutcousidor
st stugulas that it dunensions should not bave been
move precisely ascertained. |

‘The swatess of the Dead Sea are elear and limgid,
but uncammanly sait, and even bitter.  Their epe-
cific gravity exceeds that of all ether watersknawa:
Jascphus and Tacitus say that no fish can hve in it;
wul, according to the coneurring testimony of seve-
rad tavellers, those carvied thnther by the Josdan
instanly dio. Maundsell, acvertheless, statos, that
be fonnd somo shell-fsh sesembling oystess on the
shore, and Bishop Tocoke was iaformed that a
movk had seen ﬁsﬁ crughtin the water; these are
wssestions, Rowever, whick require further carrobe-
ratin. The mud is black, thick and feud, and ne

tant vegetates iu the water which is reputed w
:ave a pewifying quality. Branchbes of trees acci-
demally immersed in it are speedily converted o
stoue, and the curious in Jesusalem then colloct
them. Neither do plants. grow in the immediate
vicinity of the lake where evecy thing is dull, cheer-
less and tnasiwmate; whenee it is supposed to have
derived the pame of the Dead Sea.—But the real
causg of the abscace of animals and vegetables,
Voluey affities, is owing to the saless and acri-
dity of the water infinitely surpassing what exists in
other sons. The earth surrounding 1t is deeply im-
pregnated with the same saline qualitics, too predom-
inant to admit of vegetable life, and even the air is
saturated with them. The waters are clear aad
incorruptible, as if holding salt in solution, nor is the
presenco of this substance equivocal, for Dr. Pocoke
found a thin crust of salt on his face after bathing
ip the sea, and the stoues where it oceasionally over-
flows are covered with a similar crust.  Galen con-
sidered it completely saturated withsalt, for it would
dissulve o nore when thrown into it.  There are
mines of fussil salt on the south-west hank,. from
which speciiens have been brought to Europe;
some also exist in the declivities of the mountains,
and have provided from time imimemorial for the
cupsumption of the Arabs and the city of Jerusalem.
~Great quantitics of asphaltum appesr floating on
the surface of the soa, sud arc driven by the winds
1o the cast and west bank, where it romains fixed.
Aucient anthors inform us, that the neighbouring
inhabitants were careful to colleet it, and went ocut
in boats, or used other oxpedients for that purpose.
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gulleys, dangorous to the travellor, wore nat theie
positen fadiceted by small pycamidic edifices on
the sides.  Salphur i3 hkowis found on the edges
of the Dend Sea, ond a hind ofstovs, or conl, colied
mussn by the Arabs, which on atsrition oxbnles nn
iumlemg}c odour, nud burns like bitumen. Tlds
stong, wisich also cotnos from the neighboring mouua-
tains, is black, and takes a fao polish,  BMe. Mawn-
drelf saw picces of it two feet square tn the convent
of St Jobu in the wilderness, carved in bas roliof,
atd polished 10 ns groat « tustre as black marbic is
capable of.  Tho inhubitants of the country emnploy
it i paving churchies, smosques, and courts, and
other places of public rosort, In the polishing, its
disugreesble odour is lost.  The citizous of Bethlo-
hew consider it as endowed with autt-septic virtues,
and breaeolets of it are wern by attendants on the
sick, a5 an autidoto apgainst disease.  As tho lako is
at cortoin sonsons covered with a thick dark mist,
confined within its onn limits which is dissipated

at the shores, aud ot the sand, and it is ulso of a
temporato rature whea you draw it up, and of a
moro gentle nature than river or fountam water,
and yet nhways cooler than one could expect i so
diffuso n placo o this s, Now, when tlus water 18
kept in the open atr, 38 is as cold as that snow which
tho country greople are sceuston,ed to make by might
i summer. Tf{cm are goversl kinds of fish m it
different both to the ta te and the sight from thoso
ehsorehiore.” Al these features ure drawa withon
accuracy that could only have Bieen attnined by one
residont in the country; the size iy stdt nearly the
samo, the bordoss of Jw Iake still end at the bonck,
ar the sands, at tho feet of the mountains which en-
viron it its wators are still as sweet and temperalo
as ovor, and the inke nhounds with great numbers
of fish of varivus sizes sud kinds.

Thoe waters of this Inke licin a deop basin, sor-
rounded on all sides with lofty hills, excepting only
the narrow entraves and oudets of the Jordan of

with the rays of the sun, spectators have been indu-
ced to allogo that black and sulphurcous sxhalutions
are constantly issuing from tho water. They have
been no less mistaken in & pposing, that birds at-
temptiog to fly across aro struck dond by pestiferous
fumes. Late and 1epurable travellers declare, that
aumerous swallows skim along tho surfuce, and
from tlienco take up tho water necessary to build
thoir neats ; and on this heud Heymun and Vau
Egmont inado a de¢isivo experiment.  Thry carried
two sparrons to the shore, and having deprived
them of sonwe of the wing feathers, nfter a short
flight, both foll imo, or rather ou the sea. DBut,so
far from oxpiring thore, thoy got out in safety. An
uncommun love of exaggeration is testified in all the
oldor nurratives, and in some of modern date, of the
nature aud properties of the lake, Chatenubrin, !
spoaks of o dismal cound praceeding from thes
lake of doath like the stifled clamours of tha peapie
cugulfed in its waters !"——thut its shores produce
frunt beautifal to the sight but eontaining nothing
but ashes—thut it hears upon its surface the huawest*
metals—these, and & thousand ether storips of alike

eharneter, have been perpotually repeated with
hordly any foundation of truth. Among other facts
appasently unnccountable, lins boes ranked that of
this leke constautly recaivisg the waters af the
Jordan without overflowing it banks, seoing there
ts na visiblo outlet. Home have therefare cenject-
ured the possibility of 8 subterraneous communica-
tion with the Mediterranean : others, more ingunious,
are of opinion, that the daily evaporation is sufficient
1o carry off all tho waters discharged juto it, which
iv a simplo solution of the apparest paradox,

A small quantity of the water of the Dead Soa,
lately brought o Britaia by Mr. Gorden of Claste,
at the reguest of the lxte Sir Joraph Bagks, hasbeen
anaiysed by Dr. Marcet. It was perfectly rauspa-
reat, and deposited vo. eryetals on standing in close
vessels. Ity taste was pecaliar, bitter salive, and
pungent.  Solutisns of silver produced from it a
very eopions precipitate; showing the presence of
masine acids  Oxalie aeld instantly discovered lime
in the swater. Sélutions of barytes produced a
claud, showing the sxiftence of sagphunc acid.

The specific gravity was ascertained to be 1,211,
which is som%wbat less that what had been found
by Lavoisier, being 1,250, in a portien submitted te
his exsmnination, From different experiments in
the analysis which ws refer to, the result proved
the coptents of 108 gralus of water to be, mu-
riate of limme, 3,920 5 turiate of magaesia, 10,246
muriate of soda, 10,300; sulphate of lime, 0,0,54 ;
tota) 24,580, e

Whence it appears that this water contnins about
vne-fourth of its weight of salts in & state of perfect
desicention ; butif these salts be desiceated only at
the temperatyre of 180 deg. they will amount te 41
per cent. of the water. |

The lake of Gennesarath or the Sea of Galilee,
though of much aarrewer dimensions, does not weld
in beauty to the Dead Sea. This immens. wmke
was anciontly cajled the Sea of Chinnereth o7 Cin-
neroth. Tho deseription Which Josephus has left us
of itislike all the othey,. pictures drawn by him, ad-
mirably faithful jp thp detail of lacal featurcs.
* Now this Lake of Gepnesareth, is so called from
the country adjointug, to it. Its breadth is forty
furlongs, and its lengih.ono hundred and forty; its
waters are sweot and very agreeablo for drinking,

for they are finer than the thick waters of the fens .’

Ox tho south-west bank are hot springs, aud deop  the lakois also pure, and en every side ends directly

cach extrome ; for which resson, lung-consinued
tompests from cuy ono quarter are unknown here;
andl this lnke, like the Dend Sea, with wiitch it come
municates, is, for the samo reasun, nover viotendy
ngitated for any length of tmo. The same local
fontures, however, render 3t occasionally sulyect to
whirlwinds, squalls, und sudden gusts from the hl-
low o .dm mouatains which, ns inovery other simi-
tar bnsin, ars of nsomentary duration, and the most
furious guat is instantly succeeded by a cabmn. A
strong current marks tho passage of the Jordan
through the middle of the lake, inits way to the
Dead Sea, where it empties itself.

Tho appoarance of the Sea of Gallilee, viewed
from the twown of Capernnum, which is siteated near
the upper ond of the bank on tho western side, is
extremely grand; its groutest length runs nearle
north and south, from twelve to Sfteen malos, and
its brcaudtly sccmms ta be, iu general, from six to mne
miles. The barren aspeet of the mountams on each
side, and tho wial absenco of waad, give, hiowever,
a cast of dullness to the picture 5 and ths is mereas-
ed to melancholy by the dead catm of us swatess,
uand the silence which reigns throvghaut 1ts whate

extent, swhere not a boat or vessed of any kind s o
be found.
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The Christian and Civic Econamy of Large Towns.
~—Nos. I. to VHE~By ‘Iromas Cssasens, B
Minister of St. John's Church, Glasgow Svo. pp.
358, 8. Gd, bals.

This is the fisst volume of @ work still in the pro-
cess of publication, in the form of quarterly nam-
bers ; but the present volume 13 complew in awcls,
as far as relates to the impartant concern of suggest-
ing an efticient plan for cawryiag the morn) and sav-
g wilucece of Chrsbamty o eveey dask walk of
ignoranco and vice, which may exit w the large
towns of tho empire. i

Past of this solume rolates more ammediately to
Seotland, parttothe chuschof which Dr. Cravasss
o 50 distinguisked | Minister, but much more 1o the
natien atlarge, and to all who by profession, or the

jimpulscs of religion, charny, and 2cal, are engaged

in promoting its ** instruction in nightecusness,” the
clovation of its morals, and the advancement of 1ts
happiness.

u bringing this work before our readers, wo
shal first consider what the authoroffersin explana-
tion of its main design, leaviog some of the subjects
into which ho has made vory wstructive digressiops,
for subsequent notico. Y

Noman canbe a true believer in Christianity,
who does not admit its completo moral efficacy to -
aceomplish the purpeses of its Authot—to dissipato
the most accumulated sgnorpee,—~to put to shame
the boldest vices,—10 corvect the most corrupt state
of society,—~to wrsstleavizh and subdu.a the most 1n-
veterato sberrations of the hurnan heart from truth,

justice, and holiness.

If, m countrics where it has fong existad, these
mighty effects have been but parnally devoloped,
and a great past of saciety is seen wandenng thyeugh
the paths of various evil, as though quite ovt of the
sphere of its influence, and is, in consequence, sunk
into & misery almost as extreme, as though the di-
vine benevolence had made no provisson for the fal-
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