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Forms of Marriage.

Sorne few ilnonthis siixce wvlile axnusin.- iyseif xvitl the writ-
ings of .oue of our uîjost promnent sociological autiiorities, I
caine across the following statenient, '«As a ruie, the subjection
of woînan is in inverse ratib to the clevelcpînent of muant. Froin
this I was led, not by any doubt as to the corrcctuess of the
st-itenieut, but inore by an eleient o!f s<rrg to, eiquire
into, the conjugal cerentonies as carricd o1n iii varions parts of
the xworld at -.p-rious perlods of history. And front these en-
quiri.cs I must confess to those of our people wlîo, are inatriion-
ili aspirants that they may consider theinseives particularly for-
tunante in tine asnd place. The trials and troubles whichi cast
their shadows upon the pathi of our nioderu Blritish Roniico %vould
seenu as welconîed oppoyrtun/tiics ini the love niakzing of thxe le&s
fortuniate youth of New~ Zcaland.

It is impossible to, give the subject full treatinent ini an ar-
ticle of titis ntature, thicrefore I shial confine inyseif to a brief
consideratioti of a few of the interesting tuarriage custoxus pre-
vailing ainong varions tribes and nations.


