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*stable as empty and bare as that which
our Lord lived in wben lie bacame ian,
and under present circunistances, you flnd
yourself the somnebody of sonîebodies% a
queen clean and complete? "

Li «t is true I arn a queen. But 1 die
of sadness, when froni the throne I look,
back and see nothing of wbat other queens
see. For instance, the Qucen of Spain
sees a series of great and glorious kings,
uamed Recaredo, Pe)ayo, San Fernando,
Alonso the ivise, Isabel the Catholie,
Ferdinand the Catholic, Charles V.,
Phitlip Il., Chartes III.,- and those kings
had btood of hiers, and seated thenîselves
on the throne, and lovcd and nmade great
the people that she loves and miakes
great."

"lYou are rigbî, wifé, but you ivish ta
do iwbat is impossible, and that God
alone cari do."

II ell, tlien, those inîpossibitiies are
the veiy things that tepse and exasl'eraîe
ne. What is the use of being a queen
il even inuthec most jusi desires one secs
herself constrined and unabte ta reatize
themi? It is a fine aliernoon for
instance, and I begin ta get ready to go
out for a waOk in the palace gardeus, but
a wretched 1-tttc clutud ippe.ar-, ini ihe ýsky,-as thougli 10 say to one, Il Dontî get
ready," and whien one wislies ta go out,
that insolent cloud begins ta pour down
water, and ane is obliged ta si.-y i home,
disgusted and fretting. %hat 1 wvans. is
ta have power cnoughi to l)revent a
*riserabte tittle ctoud (rani taughling -it

Il But, %vonîau. don't 1 tell you that
Ibis power God atone can have ?

"Then I want ta be God."
juan mnade the sien (if the cross on

hirnself, filted withi shamie and horror at
hearing biis ivife give uterance ta such a
t'hing; hier head was undoubtedly turned
by the demon of ambition. But hie did
ual wish ta exasperate the poor crazed,
being with lessons which, had shie been in
ber right senses, she woutd have deserved.

"gBut don't You know, chiild," lie said
ta bier with sweetness, *'that the fulfilirent
of that desire 'is as impossible as it is
faalish? The emperar has granted us
whatever ive have asked, but ivhat you
want now lie cannaI granit.'

tStilI, I want )-ou ta go and see Iimii,
and speak ta hiu for perharis betwecn him
and the Pope they wiIl lie able ta manage

"But if there is, and neyer can be
more than one God, how cari you be made
God ?

III have .lways heard say thiat God can
do everything. If tie eniperor consuits
with the Pope, and the Pope bas recourse
ta God, then yc>u'll see if God. %wbor cari
do everything, wifl disappoint them bath."

"«But if God cannaI ?"2
«Hotd yaur tongue, jewv, aud dontî

say such awfult hings ; God cani do every-
thing."

juan thoughit il woutd be more prudent
to abstain fron) contradicting biis %,vife any
furtber, so he retired and summoned the
chief physician of the court, in order ta
tay before bui the new and extraordinary
phase wvbictî the moral mialady of the
quecu disptayed.

'llic king returned soot' after I0 ilie
chamxber of bis august spouse, who, the
mioment suie saw imii, becamie a perfect

How, Sire? " slie exclaimced, IISa you
are the frst 10 disobcy niy arders?"

"«Hoiv d.:sobey? "
"VYes, sire! Did 1 ual tell you that I

ivant you ta go and sec tue eniperor and
implore inii ta plare imiiself in coni-
niunication îvitb the Pope ini order ta see
whether betivecn tiien tbey çoutd 50
manage that 1 ii.ghî he God?"

"Xes, you told nie sa, but-
"Ibere -ire ua buis for nie. If you

rufle niy feathers l'Il send you off ta be
hanged as socin as look at you."

"Comîe, child, don't be angry, you
shall be-obeyed .instantly."

"lRumember, noue of yaur lîranks, now!1
And listen ! go and tell iliat bealth.killer
wvhonî you seeni ta bave nmade anc of
your councit. that if you don'r ga ta sec
the enîperor, and perlorni in evcry point
the commission which I charge you wmîh,
lie shall serve you as p2rtner in your dance
in thec air."

'Lhle king withdrcw, aud wben he re-
ported ta tic chief plîysician what bis
ifie had just said ta hiimî, the physician

insisted nmore on pleasing-tlic august in-
vatid ini cverything. Sn the king set ont
on bis jaurney ta the imperial court.
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