
THIE OWL.

in theline of our visual ray. Knowing
the velocityof the su'smo hoe took
as basis of his calculations, the dispiace-
ment of the lines of the solar spectrum.

At the Greenwich, Paris and other ob-
servatories the following resuirs were ob-
tained.- The mean velocity of the earth
in its orbit beinig 30 kilometres per second,
Aldebaran was found to move at the rate
of 5o kilornetres, Alpha Orion at 47 k.,
and Gamma Gemini at the rate of 52 k.
per second. Professor Desiandres, of the
Paris observatory, bas lately cauculated
that Sirius, the largest and brighitest of the
fixed stars, is approaching towards us at
the rate of 19 kilonietres per second.

Careful observations have also been
niade on this side of the Atlantic. Last
year, Professor Pickering, whiile directing
spectroscopic researchies in the heavens
frorn his cabinet in the Harvard Observa-
tory, discovered that Zeta of the Dip-
per is flot a single star as previously sup-

posed, but that it con*sists of two distinct
stars revolving around each other. The
photographs of their spectra, take<f at fixed
intervals, showed the periodical appear-
ance and disappearance of a dark Uine.

We are struck with wonder aud admira
tion while recording such facts. Throughi
the medijum of the spectroscope, man is
placed in daily contact wvith the huge and
ponderous masses that w'end their flight
throughi space. Gazing in the deptlis of
the celestial vault, hie observes the v'ast
buuk of thiese monstrous bodies, the alarni.
ingy velocity with which they roll on their
Course, lost as it were in millions and
billions of leaguïcs. Remienberîng for a
moment that ail this is flot a dreamn, hie
holds the book of science with a tremb
ling hand and bows with awe and venera-
tion before that Mighty One of whomn ail
these wonders are but the faint and per-
ishable vestiges.

CHARLES GAUDET, '92

COWTARDS ALLI!

Ail niar~kind
"Is one of these two cowards:

Eithier to ivish to die
When lie should live, or live wvhen

He should die."

-SIR ROBERT HOWArD.
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