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route, fsite enpposed milltrry superlority, betog the
most dirtant from the Amrerican border

Tho Westorn route is univorzally admitied to povsese
commereial advaptages over its rival, and thero are
soma who malaiain that its gloser proxinity to the
Siates is sn advantago from even a military point of

feve,
¥ THE WERTERN ROUTE.

The lon 1 B Chandlor, a delogata to Eagland in
1882, wroto. “ Wo pressed on Farl Darby the raute
by the Clty of 8t John and jts Valiey, as it was ad-
mitted by all ¢o bo the best aud only profitabile ono in
a commercial point of view, and asthe whole cast of
itx conatruction was tu be borno by the three Colontes,
it eonld not bo expected that any other ltnowith s
¥ w 0 hinperiat objects would ever be sanctioncd by
the Cotonlal Leglsiatnrea™

The teatimony of the flon Francls Wincks, who waa
a delegats fram Canada at (ho esnie the 39 as fullows:
*The North Share line wae distant from tho more
popuious rostiements of Now Brunawick snd from her
principal citlesaf St Jotn and Frederieton, and would
pask (gﬂ(ﬂlgh & thinty settled countt?' to the St law.
rence  In 4 commeseial point of view she two lines
do not admit of comparison. whila the section of tino
botween River du Loup and Quebeo would bo feas than
thirtv miles distant from the American frontter, and
would Do nearly if not quite as tanch exposed to the
enemy as that passiug by tho valtiey of the 8r. John,”’

The Hon Jolhin A Macdonald, now Promier of {a-
pada, and tho Hon, Julin Rose, then 'residont of the
Grand Tronk Rafiwav, wrote the Colouial Secratary
in J85S That tho North Shore rodlo was considered
by the Colonies ontl especinity by New Brunswick as
being com?mmuvoiy of littio valug, oxcept in g mili.ary
point of view. It was long and circuttous, it woutd
pass through o country but Jittlp settled, ant coutd
not bo expected (o mako nny returns on the cost of
construction for years  The Hue by the city of St
John and s Valley pr groat relal ad-
vantsges and a fair peeuniary return, and §u i undoer-
stood it Cansda that campetent military men do not
now conslder §t objectionrable ns a military roadd, MS”
there are slrong rensons jor ife sefechon as such, ot all
avente thero i3 no difficaity (n fuding a Huocombintag
the requisites of & mititary and commercinl one,” Fer
tha past £0 yoars, summer and winter, troops of the
fine and foree Artiilery with thejr muanitivus ot war
tiave alwars followed its course, .

So limied is the trade of tho four North Shore
Countiea through which tho Northern linewould pesa
that notwithatanding sn expepditure of £5.000, in
the construction of a Rathway connecting thelr Gulf
svith the City of 8t. John, they are unable 10 sustain a
steamer betwoeen it and their ports for the 7 moptha of
the e-car thoy are orun, without & Government eubsidy,
whife the trafic s tho River St John is 80 extensive
as 10 maintain a fiest of magunificont bonta,

MILEAGE OF TIIE TWO BRODUTEE,

Quobee to 1!:3!!1’3:( by North Shore €68 mf)es.
" r +

Vestern 672

St. John  Norths Shore §i6

“ Western 411

Fredoricton North Shore 646

K " Westorn 360
These are slt unbroken lana routes,
MILES TO BE BUILT.

In Quebec by Northern routo 167 miles,

In New Brunswick A< SR
In Nova Scotia

”» "
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Total I'E
In Quebec by Weslern route 60 miles
In New Brunswick - B
In Nova Scotia " 8
Total $11 *

COST OF NORTH SHORE LINE.

Ur Banferd Fleming says, * It would not be at sl
eafe 1o estimata it until the surves e nroaxtended to gl
points, at & eas sum than §20,000,000.%

The Britlsh Government witl congd tionally guarantee
the interest on §15,000,000 at 4 pee cont

.

Interest on which, $50G.000
Sinking Fund ot 1 per cent,, 150.000
$6000,000 uot guaranteed at 6 por cent,, LW
Tovolving an atinual payment of £1.050,400

COST OF THE WESTERN LINE

AUr Walter M Buck esthmates the cost 2t £33,400
per mite; by altowing an additional 35 600 per miloe its
totl cost Wil be under $16 600,000, the interest on
winch withont {he Imperial guaranteo weuid be $964,
000 per avaum  Shonld the guaranteo be obtained for
tlus rquic the total interest and staking fand would “o
reduced to $850,000,

CLAINS OF THE WESTERN LINE.

By this reute, St. John, the commercial contre of
New Bransnlck, with its fine and over open harbour
would be 16t miles, and Fredericton tho eaptial of the
é’rovincre 280 miles nearer LLtawa than by the North.

ra routa.

The I2rge secotion of Nova Scotia embracing the
fionrishing Counties of Y armouth, Digby, Annapolts,

ing's and Mants. with a daiy fine of steamers
crossing the Bay In three hiours 13 8t John, would te
brought Suto conpectivn waith it, aad Apnapolis, the
sucient capitel of Nova Scoys, with §ts prospective
nailway would bo oniy 470 miles distant trom the €lty
ol Quel oo, while by the Northern route the distance
wonid bo 273 wiles

These ave most inr?mnm considesations and at.
tainadlo withant depriviog the Eastern section of that
Frovincoe of any of the advantages derivable from ko
sdoption of tha Northern route, ss by it the same
mﬂeaqo {8 construcied (n the Counties of Cumberiand
sud Colchestor to Traro, thence ovar the present line
to the City of Hafifax, tho goneral terminus of the
pstnger travel %o and fom Eurcpe, with the ad-

-of the mearare by adding that Mr
‘Hop. John P. Kenped

ditional attraction of & choice of routes of sn unbroken
e round she  ead of the Bay of Fundy, or down the
Anugpatis fine and eroes to 8t Jaho snd up tts Valley
a1 to tha West, The distance from Halifax to the
ity of Quebee by this ronte is only (00 mifes.

the clams of tw Westorn lag {herefore, on the
<gpport of Nova 8cotla aro great. 1t should not bo
Torgetten that thy Western Hno s one unbroken chain
of raliwny pasaing through s d contectiug tho costie
m rremst and‘ bustniess contres of v*.& Dominten to, ether
from the Atfantic to ifuron, mul restiog not on Sty
Western marels until it reacher tho Pacitic

Alt ot Consda to tho westward of River du Loup s
latarested in the adoption of this bne, a8 their exton-
she and extending cotmerce requirg st ail seasons of
the sear the nost direot route to and from tho Ucean.
Commerciat men, to seowra the shortest poasible road,
woukl eonsider it soconumy 1o spemy were it necessary
it cunstruction n Iarger sum than would bo required
to bulld a tonger sud circeitous one, knowing that the
eaving i Hme, frelgld, fares, running exponsecs, and
mafutenanes, wonld far fonve than componsate fur
tho extra cost. 1o epend - 20 i b an thy Narthera
or Military ine, when $18.000 vsy wait build a 3Dilary
and commiercial one, and alse rccure o fino harbour
open at all «easous of tha year, 14 miles nearer ty the
gralneriea and products of tho West thote is overy
weason to belleve, will niever bo wanctloned by the
Government, Parliament or people of Canada,

1f commetrco §s king, the demands and requirements
of commeres must bo met. Tho freight nlone on
1 (00,000 of barrels or its equivalunt for 164 miles ad-
attlonnl caceirga, at 2 cente pev barrel h{ the Narthern
ronte to St Jolin, would fnvolve an additions] cost of
8200,000 or 860,000 §n excess of the duhing fund  Pas.
songers would not only bo subi-cted to 8 lose of 10
}:ouu on their journey, butrequire to pay $4additionnl

By,

The Grand Trunk Railway know the *njurious results
of canstructing roliways throu.h thinly populated
fections of the couniry, conditional vn receiving Liov-
ernment ald

Tha lips tram Quebee 0 River du Loup s a casg in
paint: it has entatled on the Company an annual toss
af over otie quarter of o mudlon of dollar  The Heon.
~olin Rosa, when Yresident, in n memorial to tho
Governmont of Canada, stated: * The Lastern sectinn
of the rond was & dend worght, suvalving an expendl
ture not only crippling but rulwons,”

COXCLUSOY,

Better then, if the Imperial Guorsnico cannot be
obtaned for tho routs which commerce and trade des
mands, and which intho opinlan of competent Milttary
men, 88 stated by Sir John A. McDonald, ** i3 not con-
eldered objectionnble as a Military roud; nay, there
arg steoug regsons {or ifs selection as such. & road
which the statesmen of Canada profer aud commend,
and which can be boflt with n'less expenditure and
more econumicatly worked and upheld, and will em-
brace the lineof ratlwey from 5t Johr to Moncton,
and secure t0 o three millions of our Jellow-sudjects
in the growing and fast extending West, and 1o the
fino harbour of St. John, without taxing their products
on the imporis with an exirn hielghtage of 16 miles
with all itg attondant disadvanfages; bettor tho rond
shiould bo constructed without the Imperial Guarautee.

It is to Do hoped thet after mutire consideration, the
Government avd Parbament of Lanada will come to
that determinstion, and relleve the Srilish Govern.
ment of tho Guarantes, which io them at all times has
been embarrassiag and unpupular. and Y one of Her
Majestys Y'rincipa) 5 cretaries of Stato of the onerous
and thaokless aoffico of designating tharoute,” Anact
of solf-rellance ke this, of butlding the ltue on a com-
mercial basis and jndependent of Ymperial aid, by a
route whers the increased carnings of (he road wonld
more thaa compensate for its loss, woule ratse Canadn
aud Caradiay eredlt, in tho estimation of Britivh
Statesmen and the British public.

bave the honour to be,
Your ob't Servaut,
St. Johwn, N.B, July 6th, 1867, J W.Lawnence

UNLFORNITY CF CURRENCY.
(From Messys, Bowles and Drevet's € ircular.)
E have much sstisfuction in laying before auy
'Y readers to-day authentic lnformation of the
present condition of the fmporiant inferpational
wovement in progress at Paris to vnify tho coin of
tho world
The Imperial Commission charged with the condyct
of the Great Exposition, deeming 1t a fitting opporty.
nity, and one so long destred tor collecting and con.
centrating the opiulons and views of the different
commercinl nations on this great measure of ejvilira-

tivn, caused invitations ts be sont to mast of the !

important countries af thy civihise® world to aend
apecial delegates to an ' internationa) committee,” to
carefully consider the quesfon sud to repert tho

uit,
Fifteen or sixicon nations } ave scc(-s)vcd 1hq invita.
tion, and their delogates bave been diligently endeav
ouring to reach aresult in which 2l could unite; in
the course of which Mr Samuel B Ruggles, dflegate
trom tho United States of Americn, was fortunately
enadled to obiam a letter from thoe tlon Jchn Sher
man, Scpatar fromm COhio, and Chairmanr of the
Finanee Committer of Lo Benata of the U nited States,
clearly and ably stuting his views of the Smpostance and
racticability of the mensure, and the modo in which
t may bo msdni and praocticagy carrled into effect,
The lettor haviug been presented 1o the International
Committeo received fmomediato attention, snd was
ordered to ba published, with a transiation iv French,
for general Informntion on both sides of the Atlsatio
@ completo our statement of the present copdition
ug%lcs. with the
y, who I8 2sseciated &3 8 repre.
sentative of the Unjied Stoles on the commitice,

wmaintain the necessty in unlrytn;‘ the cofn of the

warld, of an frue by France of a gold pleca of 25¢, to

cireulato on equal terms and sido by side with the
hals mﬁ"“ oy *6 gold coin of the United Sinites, snd

o gold zoversign or pound storliug of Lieeat Bx{tam,

and have submitied to the Internatanal Commitico a

Rsmpoamo». which we also publish with the Jetter of

Me. Sherman
Wa shalt ondegvanr to kc«g our friends in Europs

angd America fally advlied of tho prugress of 8 mea~

suro ko {mportatit 1o the commeorce and finnnce of
butds workds,

Iatter from Samael B Ruggles, Vice.-Presidont of tho
Ualted States Comafition at tho Lutveraal Exposts
tion a1 Yorls 1807, and epecishy designsted Re
member f Lommiliee on weights, memures, and
calus to {lon. Jubn Shermunn, Cliatrman ot the
Finance Comumittcs of the Senata of 1 Uuited
States of America,

. Pasls, May 17, 1567

My dear Sfr.—~You are of conro aware that thers Is
a gpecial International © Conimittea” now {6 sesafon
at Parte, organtted by the lmperial Comnilesion of
France, to sit slimuilanconsly with the * Universa)
hxposstion,” snd cowmposed of delegntes fram moat of
the aatious therein ripresented.  Its abject, among
others, is to agreo, 3 possible, on 2 conumon unit of
money for the nse of tho civilfsed world

It is not hmproper to mention that the opinlonsof
tho comiuniftea appenr 1o be running strongly in &Kvour
of adopting as the unit the oxBting Ercoch Swrang
piece ot gold,

May 1gsk whnt, in your opinion, §s the probability
that the Congress of the United Siates of Amerfea
would agree ut an carly period to reduco tha welght
aud valup of our American dollar, to coreesponad with
the present weight and value of tho gold b-t1ane pleco
in France, and how far such achango wounld 1
it20i1 (o your owwn judgmeoent,

1 alse aek the prisilege of submitting vour answerto
the consideration of 1o commies ~3With high re.
spect, your sbedient servant,

Saxcer B, kvocLes.,

Ancwer from Hon 3. Slt;;:m:m to Samuel B, Ruggles,
q

Hotet Jardia des Luiteric,, May 18, 1867,

My dear Sir—Your note of yesterday inquiring
whether Congiess would probably, in future colvage
make our gold diilar conform in valua 1o the gold
& feane plece, hag been recetved.

There has been so Mtke discussion in Conge = upen
the subject that 1 caunot base my opinion v
thing said or Qous there.

The subject has, however, excited the attention o
sovernd sml)ormm commereiat bodies in the Unfed
States, and the time is now 20 favourable that I feol
qulte sure that Congress will adopt any chﬂcal
measure shat will secure to the comnmertial world a
uniform standard of value and exchange.

l;r{:o &mxy question will be, how can 1his be accom.
plistied,

1he treaty of Decembor 23, 1865, between France,
Italy, Belgivm, and Seitzerinnd, aud the proballe
acquiescouco in that treaty by ¥russia, has laid the
foundaticn for such a standard, If (ireat Britajn will
reduce the value of her rovercign twor = and the
Ualted Strtes will reduce the vaiue of her donsrsomes
thing over three conts, we then havo a cofvage in the
fianc, dollnr, and sovercign essily computed, and
which will readily pass 1n all counteles; the dollar as
five trapce and the sovercign as 26 franes.

This wil] put an end to the loss and iotricacles of
exchango and di:count,

Our gold dollar §s certainly as good a unit of value
as the frape; and so the English think of their pound
eterling. These coins are now exchiavgeable only at s
considerable 10ss, and thus exchange Is o profitonly to
brokers and bankers. Surely each commercial natjon
stiguld ba willing to yield a Qitle, to secu:aa gold coln
ot equal value, weight, and diameter, from whatever
Aint it way have been jssued,

As the gold 5-franc piece is 20w In uss by over 60
millions of peoplo of several different natfonalities,
and is of convenient form and size, it may welf ba
adopied by other nations as the common standard of
value; leaving to cach pativn to segulate the divisions
of this unit fu eilver calns or tokens.

I7shis is done, France will surely sbandon tho jm.
possu le effort of waking two atandsrds of value.
Gold coing will answer all the purposes of European
colmerce A comumon gold slamisrd will reguinto
siiver cothage, of which the United Btates wisd fornish
the greater part, especially tor the Clunese wade,

1 have thoughta guod deal of buw the object you
Proprse mey be murl seadly accomphshed, It s
clear that tho United S1ates cannot becume a pasty to
the treaty retecred to. Thoy could not siree upon the
silver standmd, 0oy could we dimit 1ho amount of our
coivage, 8s propused by he treaty  fhe Lnitcd Sistes
! ix g0 tarji0 In oxtent, - is fo spafrely popalated,—and

the price of Inbour is so much highes 1 in Europe,
that we require Isoro currehey per capita. We now
produce thp largers part of the goid aud sifver of the
world, aud caangt limit the awonnt of aur coluage,
| except by the wants of vur preple and the demandy of
cogumerce,

(Congress alone can ehange the value of our coin, 1
800 Do object in negovating with viber Y owers o the
" subject  As cof» iv not now in general eirculation with
tus, we can readily 4x by law the smze, weight, and
t mearure of juture fssues It 18 uot worth while to
j Begotinte about that » hich we can do without nego~
! tiasion, angd wo Jdo not w. hio Hmis vureelves by treaty
i restiictions.
i TIn England many persons of influesee sad different
¢ Chambers of Commerce fire earmestly in avour of the
' proposed change in their colnggo Tua change 1 ¥

siight with them, that an « plightened selt-ntercst will

8000 {uduce them to make it, especally it.wo muke tho

gmter change in vur colnage. Wo will have some

Hiiculty in sdjusting contracts with tha naw dellar;

but a5 contracts aro now based apon-the auctgnt;ng
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