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,,w,. The ejitor o'f tii. dep., taient is ttitxitou%,. cogntie ici touch
tvithi the )>auniz peciple fronti Victoria tci lifaf'x. Slir t, ouid lke
themt to wvrite her brief acc.,utî.. of ticir hoin, lift. on tc prairte
or in the big dits. ancoîg the tnuount.ts or ,inwn b> the sen.
Titere letters %4ii be putb i3hed, nnd their tr.,î,ans ttiwered! in
aut far as po.4!iblc.]

A 11RIGir NEWV YEAR.

"A year ta bc glad iii, tint tu be bad in;
A ycar to live in, tu gain and lu give in
A year for trying, and tint for sighitig;
A yeîz- for striv-itig and iîearty thriviiîg
A br;ght Newv Year. Oi0 ! lold il Ccar,
For God %%ho stdeliî, lic otîiy lend tli.*

My little readers ivill soon liear ail about
iliose good resolutions for tlie New Year. i
ivozider if mawîy ai you have nat already made
a few ? Il is ail easy tlîing ta make rnany
goad resalutians, but quite a diflicult under-
takizîg ta keep eveni onc. Most people faau

iat the error ai rnaking too nîany
and end by not keeping any afI
tbem, except, perhîaps, far a sho3rt
time.

Clioose same gaod habit wvhich
you do not possess and make up
yournîind you are going ta acquire
it. Do not pramise 100 mucli for
yourself, but persevere iii wliat
you arrange ta do. For instance,
supposiîîg anc of rny littie iriends
is a slcepy lîead and ivauis ta be-
corne an early riser. Do not get
up ai anl unca.;rtlîly liaur for a feîv
mnornings and find the tinme sa long
on your liands hiat you decide it ks
"no go," arîd soon faîl back inta
the aId habit. Arrange aL reason-
able liour t0 rise, and tiieui occupy
tue lime gained in saine profitable
and definite way - acconiplisli
sonietli*ng - have sanietlîing ta
showv for your good reeolutioîî.

Suppose a boy made up bis mmnd
nol ta speuîd s0 muchl roey ini
dandy as lie liad been doing anîd
îiirew tlîe nîaney saved int the
bay, .votild you nal think liinî
foolisila? Yci. lime is more valuiable
than gz Id.

Nov; licre is somneîling 1 want ecd of yau
ta do for nie, and in after ycars youi iill
realize you have been daing sornieîlinir cor
yourself. Conmmit ta niemary the vers( voir
ivill always fin-' ait tie top of aur page. 'Do
nal liarti it "ofaf by lîca-t" and tien flot
îlîik ai it again. Make il your awîî ; finild
auîtforyoitrsrcljwlat il nîcans, and nowv and
lIien repeat il ivlienti le book is nal witlîin
reacli. Our mieniories slîauld bc slored witli
tic purcst and best, for at sine lime or allier
ive shall be Icit witlî no otlier cornpany tl;an
aur aîvn Iliauglts, a:id it dcpcuîds uipon aur-
selves wh'at kind of companions îlîcy will
make.

Voit will tîink Cousin Maud sanie old mni
whom your fricnd, Failli Fenîton, lias «iskcd
la give ;'au P little sermoni every monîli, s0
1 liad bc2uter stop my pr.cachiug, but, dear
childreîî, do make one good resol ve and stick
ta il until tlie ycar is aId, and Ilion it wiIl
likely stick ta you.

OUR :>TORY.

"Opcning pages, whitc atd fair,
Ready for picîtrcs richand rare,
Dlratî aind colorcd witli tender cacae,

Tu brightcn the Iivcs aratd.

Stinsdi,îe loucehes l'or t6lta(to%% wa) -4,
St'iiis to, sc:!ter ilie&r go.-' ciay.
Loving words-iitto lotitdy days,

Brmîigiig a checrin,ç satiid.'*

Faîlier and niatlier hall gone to inidnighît
service this partiicular Ne%% Vcr' E% e, and
l3essic bat idly dreanming buside a brighit
grate ire, wvatching tlie red coals, thaughi
really flot recing the coals, but a beautiftil
castle in the ced gloaw. Bessic %vas about
fifteen, and did a good dleai of dreaing %vit1î
lier eyes open.

Shie wvas so busy studying lier castle and
inlagiing hierseif iii the miidst of il tliat slîi.
was rira conscious af anyone entering the
room, and wvas nitich startled ivheni a gentle
hia.id touchied lier shaulder aîd a genîle % oice
wlîispered, Il Corne witb nie.'"

l3essie looked up and sav -i very old mail
standing beside bier. H-e biad long whlite
liair and beard, and, although bhis snîile wvas
kind, lie looked very sad and careworni.

Bessie wvas sure she Ilad neyer seenl Iiiinî
before, yet blis face and tones seemed very
familiar to lier. She did not dreani of dis-
trusting him, aîîd withaut a particle of fear

A HAipv NEw iAt

slîe arase and iollowed Iiini. Tlie% liad not
taken six steps wvbeuî Bessie fauuid lierseli iii
a dimly liglîted room in wliich slîe hîad neyer
been before, but il, toa, seerned slrangely
familiar ta lier. Slîe liad tiat long ta wvonder,
wlhen tie aid miuncil la lier andi said :
I arn the Spirit of tie Old Vear, and before

axiothier liaur shli have gauie ironi you for-
ever. Before 1 go I want ta shoaw yaui your
book for thie past year. Yes, I knsov you
did nat know il, but eacli ycar adds a book
la tlie iibrary ai youir hife. Now, lîcre is
thîls year's volume." As lie spokc lie placed
a large boak on a snîali table before lier.

Slîc begani ta leaf thîrouglî tlîc book, wliiclî
consisteti ai a series ai pictures. Not a wvard
ai explaîîation wvas zîeedced, the piclures
spake for îbernselvcs. Sle c îcog:ized lier-
self in cvcry page., anid renîrnbered most ai
tlie incidents represeuited.

The aId nan said: "lTiose dark pictures
are caused by selfislîness, and if yau notice
tlîe darkest page iii tle bo.ok represeuîts yoti
wvien yau wvere baviîig thie mast pleasuàre,
but the pleasure %,Ias gained at atiothier's ex-
pense, bience the dark outlines."

Bessie iaokcd! closeuy at the picture, anîd
soon the iîernory of the scene camý back ta
her. Slie liad nover seen lierseli iii a true

liglit before, and ia wdi ii bluslh covereti lier
irze. Slue %.tdly turneLl over he rcmlaiîîing
pages a:id îiaticed witlislîanic Iliat the briglit
pages wvere fewv and far bctween. 1low littie

silc liad done for others. Vet Bessie was 31o
more Sclribli thani the t% ui.tge girl , suie liati
sitîîplv- beeni trying ta have .. a good 1311e. "

Site l.djust fiiishuciber book %% lieu the
clocks began ta o tue liotur ai nidniglits
*Il,~ uldtitmani ,pke once 'îîure, but his touie.
were scarcely audible:

«Try and make a brigliter book, iext
yeair. " As site tur.îed ta look atIiihlm lie liad
alniast faded fromn lier siglit, but froni the
fokîs of bis long garniett camie forth a beau-
tiful litie child, and Bessie kne\v hini ta be
tie Spirit of thie Newî \Vear. Slie toolc the
briglît new hook lie ofTered, andi as slîe turned
over the pure îvLite p.tges and looked on the
liopeful, hiappy face of the chilci, a great feel-
iîîg ai gratitude for tlîe Newî NLear filled lier
Iliart, tlîaî another year ivas liers to fili witlî
thliaggits and deeds nmare spaîless and less
selfislî. As she turned the staitîle>s leaves,
a great desire \vas biers ta fill t îvitbi fairer
records 1lîat tlîase slie liad belîeld iu the

blatîed pages oi tlie boak wliich
the Old X'ear liad taketi away.

Ptislîiîg a'side the windowv cur-
tain, Bessie laoked up ita tie
siarry wvinier sky, realizing sorte-
îliing cif law beautiful a girl's 111e
rn:gîîîi becomie, îî'lat service sue
niiglit retîder ta lielp unake the
w arld a pleasanter place, and
hreaîlied a suient prayer for lielp ta

niake lier licé af more' use ta athers.

The editar, ii'hio is as fonîd of
the littie folks as 1 arn, lias sent
us aL cantributionti his mo,îth,
wvlicb she petitiatîs niay go ibita
aur page, ''just for a laugll,"
slie says.

IBut 1 bave been talkinga littHo
gra.'.ely ta rny cilîdreni," 1 tell lier.

ITheî ail tlîe maore reasoti wlîy
wce sliould close up iih a smiile,"
she niakes aîiswer. "l l'ni sure
Bay Blue's resalulian ivas a goad
onie for uis all. We are ail hîurîgry
for sanieîling. 1 believe the world
is liali-starved.'

WXlieil the editar begizîs ta nmaral-
ixe, 1 always yiel(l tîxe point -sa

liere is licr rhyiiie.
COUSIN' MAUD.

A I VIS. RAESOL 7Er.

"Lau sec," said jack, Il'at Newv Vear
A fellow ouglit ta say

He's sarry for the nast, atir wvill
Be licIter il', sonieC way.

i.castways, the preaclier said so
An:d 1 talc1 mninra tbat 1

WVould get . c? wlicîi suce called nie,-
Thni's lle Ihn.rdesî ilîhig Io try."

s'Il be as patient as 1 cari,"
Said flasliîng dark--eycd Nel.

l'Il practice ail îîîly scales cadi cay,
Nar gruible onice," vowed Bell.

Then Boy I3lue lookcd up grravely
Froin blis blacks upon tlie floor;
I ~iu~".-hcspoke w~ith thoughitful air, -

'Il li;' <z,' cal1 soin<' 7flori,..

Fmviî FI'STON.
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