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MISSIONARY MEETINGS

Wo are reminded by tho senson of the year,
when the roads will goon be at the best in the
rural distriets, that the time has come round
when the annua) nussionary meetings ghonld be
held in all the congregations of the Church.—
Such meetings havobeen tried with excellent of-
feet.
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SIASTICAL AND MISSIONARY RECORD.

' the family tie, ‘o funily of the redeemed | « callected and prepared in order to be sung in
1 unitesd 10 Christ, their living 1lead, are all ono » churches  and it i pethaps anevidenco of the re-

in Him. e solemn enquiry is sugaested to ¢ turn of the spirit of her better days, that she is
now roturning to her simplo worship. Wo havo
the awthority of Dr. McCrio of Edinburgh, that

!

Sotne of our Presbyteries have ade regras 1

lar systematic arrangetnents for carrying them

out, and have reaped tho benefit in the interest
which hasbeen awakened in the variots schemes
of the Chnrch, aud the additional means that
havo heen furnished for carrying them out. We
believe that no contribution is more choerfully
given than the free-will offering at such a meet-
ing. Other denominations have availed them-
sclves of such assemblics, and have been indebt-
ed to our ministers fur assistanco on these ncca-
stons, without having it in their paver to retum
tho service. Tt is both pleasant and seemly for
brethren, holding the same faith and the same
hope, to mingle in the misdonary wmeeting.—
Heart beats responsive to heart—the Christian
feeling is excited, and where the lave of God has
a place, it flows ent in love to mankind.  An
opportunity is affonded for becoming acquainted
with the operations of the Charch. ‘The audi-

tory are carried over the ficld, and are made ae- ¢

quainted with the progress and the prospeets of
the schemes of christian bencvalende, for which
their support has cither been given, or will be so-
Yicited.

A public missionary mecting has the effoct of
bringing together professing mumbers of diffirent
communions, making them better acquainted
with cach other, and with the measure of suc-
cess that has crowned the labors of their respee-
uwve churches, and so far, of duninishing the pre-
yudices that will naturally ansc.

Thero are congregational meetings of a more
private nature which are productive of th: happiest
results, an banging into cluser contact and inti-
mato acquamtance the members of the cungre-
gation. Much of tho Chrishan symputhy which,
if called forth, would bind a congregation firmly
togother, 18 left uncmployed by the isulation that
prevailsan the Church.  In the business of life,
men aro drawn together by tho interests which
they have at stake, and are often in each other's
company, consulting how they may best preate
them. It has been the distinguishing character-
istic of thom that fear God, to sprak often one to
another, on tho things that intimately coneern
them ; and kindred spirits will v antracted to
cach othor. But what wo desiderate is not so
much tho sccret alliance af a few devoutly pious
persoas, nor tho atfinity of persons of the same
grade and station in socicty, but the meeting
upon common christian ground, of the members
of tho visiblo Church, where the believers of
decpest experience in tho divino life, may diffuse
an influcnce among the younger christians and
weaker brethren, and where the artificial, thoagh
nccesary distinctions of social rank, shail
nat intrude to mar the fellowship of those whe
hopo odwelltogetheran heaven.  The members
of cach congregation should bo knt tozether by
a bond not loss endanng, nor less sireag than

{
I the mind, can a congregation bo in a presperous |
.
i
i

condition, when the individual members are
gearcely perannally known to ench ather? Or»
can the oversight of a penple, professedly united |
in Chureh follawship, be cither seriptaral or zal !
utary, where the members are not known to the !
office-boarers

finite wisdom in our natures. It secks for grati-

wvery sreneral preference is now given to tho
Paalng of David, in Scotland, and that there is
still goad renson to hope that the Presbyterian
Church in Buogland will re-consider their grounds
before adopting a hymn book. W belivve that
the Presbyterian Church in Ireland has never al-
lowed anyihing worse than tho paraphrases to bo

fieation in every clags of mankind, from the most

*ntroduced into her worship.  Wo havo heard it

j
*hie social prineiple has been implanted by in- 1
i

degraded to the mnst pure and clevated chatae- | stated of ono f her most distinguished living
ters. Itss this prinesple wlieh leads masses of | winisters, who never uses tho Paraphrases, that
- mauhind to meet for the indulgence of sinful ap- | ho has caused that append®x to the Psalmoidy to
y petites ; from this procced the Lalls,the vainand ' be stitched fast to tho board of his Pulpit Bible,
! sinful asserblics, the undnizht revels—riot and | to prevent less scrupulous and less experienced

wantonness—hut 1t 1s just the same principle un- | winisters from using them in his congregation.
- der a gracious mtluence, that leads the rc!lccling: Aud wo know that the Pulpit Biblo used in his
; and well-tigposed to scek the suciety of the wise | former coloninl charge, by a minister of tho
y and tho good, that they may profit thereby.—. Irish Presbyterian Church, now in this city, still

; Chrstians are bound to love all mmen—to dusire
. their welfare, but there s 2 love o the brother-

hood—the houschold of faith—which cannot be

extended to those whicliare without—a hrotheriy
; Iove, wluch only brethzen, i this higher sense,
can feel toward cach other. The first, inthe
language of Dr. Brown, is the love of henevo-
lenee, the latter of complacency and esteem, a
sentument of which non « but a Chnstian can be
cither the olyect or the subject.  Aequaintance-
shap is at least nceessary to the cherishing and
{ wammtaning this best of affections. In onder to
{ give 1t tall scope and play, the brethize o, not wnly

meet together 1o the public rumstmtuons of the
| sanetuary, but should not farsake the assembling
1 of themselves together 1 amore private wanner.

{ When the members of a Chrstian Chureh are |
| isolated, they say be brethren, s only whea |

i kmt together i closer bonds, paricipatmg i
1 cach other's joys and sorrows, that they enjoy

t the praviieges which the endeanng relation con
fers.
P e —
PSALMODY.

Several sectiuns of the visihle Church use, in
thie worship of God, hymus of mere hwunan au-
thority, taking as their warrant, Eph. v 19, and
Col iii 16, asifthe Baok of Pealing did not in.
clude hywmus and spiritual sungs, given by the
pen of inspiration, and adapted to the circumn
stances of the peaple of Gad thraughout all
time. Ounc of the firsy steps in the defection of
thuse churches which have depaned from the
faith unce & livered to the saints, has been the
superseding of the words of the Holy Ghost and !
susuteting the words of man in the worship ol'f
God.  There iz cause for alarm, for the purity |
and stability of the Church, that discards seriptu-
ral worship. We du not eater upon the inquiry, |
whether other portivns of Scripturo than ﬂlel
Book of Psalas, might notbe rendered inte verse |
and used in praise.  We olject chiefly to the use
of De. Wants® imitation, or any uther caricature
of the songs of Zivn. Tt is well known, that it !
waa in tho darhest days of the declension of tho |
Kitk of Scatland, that the Paraphrases were |

i bears the evidenco of the like precaution. The
! Rev. Dr. McCrie, under date of September 171h,
X 1832, thus writes on the subject of Psalmody to
i the Rev. Dr. Cooper, cditor of the Evangelical
l Repositary, from which wo quoto :—

“\With regard to psalmody, it is certain that
* though some ministers still uzo thoe paraphrases
! oceasionally in public worship, they are graduully
fallng e desuctude, and the Psalms of David
are gencrally preferred. Many congregations wall
not submit to the uso of paraphrases. For my
own part, though satisficd with the psalms, as
{ sufiicient for all the purposes of Christian wor-
#hip, 1 must confese that 1 shall ever regret that
. vur good fatkurs, in the time of the sccond refor-
wation, did not find time for carrging out their
design of preparing * other seripture songs,” by
which 1 am persunded they mcant, net para-
phrases of senpture prose, but translations of
vther pociteal pieees of scripture sunable for pri-
vate or public devotion  Mad this been accom-
plished  aut that time—from 1647 to 1619,—
o when the charel was in its palmiest state of
pury, 1t s lnghly propable that the chnrch n
wur lan ¢ weuld never have been troubled by the
introduction of hymns of human composition,
which, in my opinion, are wholly unsuited for
pablic worship, inasmuch as they cannot be sung
* to the prause and glory of God,’ or preseated un
the Christian altar as worthy of God to reccive.
Unfurtunately, however, the commiittees appoint-
wl for the purpose failed to satisfy thunsclves
with the fruits of their labours ; and persecution
cotung 1, the work was ncver fintshed, ull the
days of semi Amminianism, when the poor,
trashy, falset o afidirs, called pamphascs, was
brought forth, vhich has jutaly given evervbody,
- possessed of tree taste and of reverence for scrip-
ture, a dizgust at all sorts of hymnology. I may
aldd that many in the English Presbyterian
Church feel in the same manner, and the ques-
tion is far from being settled among them.  Ono
of their leading imnisters wrote me lately,— [
am an ant-hymnolugist to the very top of vour
bent, and fom the first have offered all opposi-
tion to the moveanent. ‘The thing is not vet
done, and I am in hopes we shall be able to de-
feat it yai'”
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WESTMINSTER REVIEW.
Written for our Deccember Number.

The number for October has come 1o hand, and
cvinces considerable improvements. There are
noartic  «uch as the * Creed of Christendom,”
conaining semi-infidel attacks on Christianity.



