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A DUTY “TO-8ING.

Not long sincc we worshipped in two- congregations on_the rame-Sabe
Lath. -In onenearly the whole congregation united in tinging the paalma
“‘which_were sclected_as approprinte to-the sermon,  The effect-upon our
feclings was almost clectrieal.  We-entered the pulpit feebng that to
preach.was a task:which_we were but httle prepared to perform, and ihiat
{t-woull be an up-lil business, By the nme -the second paalm had been
completed, 20 exinlarating and elevaung-had been its effcet upon ue that
that fecling had passed away, and preaching became.n pleasure. ‘The
agreeable services of the motning led us to anticipate those-of the-even-
-ing with pleasure.  We entered the house of God with amnd_filled_with
the -subject of discourse, aud a secret- longing to be permutted to unpress-
our~thouglits upon thosc who might assemtne to hear.  Paatms. approprs
ate to the occasion-were-scleeted, the congtegation was:inrgee-than the-
one of the morning, and every thing was ealculated to-inspite-the -2pirit
-of preaching, but,-when the mnging commenced; 1t-was contined to a few
voices in a distant gallery, It-may have been scienufically very cotrect,
and ealculated to-uickle the-well-trmined enr, for aught we know, but-to-
-us 1t bore the semblance of a cold and” hearticss performance.” We could
sec all over the congregation professed Chnstiane, whom, we knew, Ged,
had:-gifted with fiue natural voices, mtting wih:their books open before
them, their hips scated, and they dechning 1o take any part in the debght-
ful service. 'T'lie effect was cluthing 1n the extreme.  We dragged thtough -
the services, which were closed with a snnlar perfonnance to those which
_preceded the sermon, and we_retired to spend n reatiess mght in_thinkmg.
over-the.unsatisfactory ecenss through which we had passed. It may be
we -are more the creature of fechng, and more suscepubie-ol smpressiona
from suchsources than_others, but we doubt that many ol our minssteninl”
brethren will very teadily enter into our feelings, and understand what we
have described, “We have n profound adnntation for the man-who can-
preach a solemn and umpresave discourse after the singing of-1wo or three
_cold and heartless-tunes, 1n which the mass of ius hiearers-take no_part.
“He muet certainly possess in a high _degree-that which Cicero declared to
be the_secret of the true orator—* the power of sclf-cxcitement.”

But what we intended when we staricd was cssentially -to suggeat - to
those_profeased Christians, who ait with-zealed lips-when this partof-Ii.-
vine -worship is-performed, that 1t ie -a Chnstian-duty-to =ing, and that:
they cannot neglect it without incurring guilt. It is not athing-that they:
can_do_by-prozy, unlees there-ts some physical impednnent in-the way of -
the -discharge of the duty. They nught-as well think of hinng- a set of -
men- and women to do their praying for them as to hire them to do-therr-

-mnging.  We-enter not here into the question of the lawfulness or-expe-
diency “of choirs-or instrumental-accompanimente.  All- ndimt, 10 theory -
at-least, that the choir is mercly to-lead the congregation, and the instru-

_ment 1o be suictly an accompaniment of the voices of the people ;-butin

-practice, ift too many instances,-those_congregations which have them,
permit the choir to petform the whole service, and their voices accompany
the instrument, whilst it is the man-petformance. Singing God's prases

“has been practised by his people in-all ages. It was common both before
the giving of the law and during the_continuance of it under the Old Dis-
pensation. Tt was practised by Christ and his Apostles, as_we learn from .
the institution_of the Sacred Supper, as recorded in-Matt; xxvi. 30, "The~

“Apostle_Paul enjoins 1t in his Epistle-to the Colossians—* Let the-word- i

of Christ-dwell in you richly, in-all wisdom, teaching, and-admomshing
one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with-grace
in_your hearts-unto the Lord”” ~ Again, in his Epistle to the Ephesians,
he urges-them to “be “filled with the Spini, epeaking “to yourselves in.
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody-in"your.
hearts to the Lord.”" Again, he says o the Connthians—=* I will sing
“with “the spirit and with~the understanding-also.” ‘I'is_noble-apostle
would never have been satiefied to permit others to do tus singing for tum.
It was 100 dehghtful a service, and exerted too refiming and elevating-an_
influence upon him, to permit that. “He may have allowed thein to-lead”
-but he would follow.. One of the greatest of uninspired theologians, Prest- -
dent Edwards, in his sermon on * Praise the chief employment of Heaven,”
concludes ‘with the following pointed-remarks :—* As 1t 18'the "command
of God that all should sing, =0 all should-make - conscience ot_learning -
to-sing, as it is a thing which cannot -decently be performed without
learning.. Those, therefore, where there is no natural inability, who neg-
lect-to learn “to sing, live in” #in, as they neglect what- is necessary 1n
order to their “attending one.of the ordinances of -God's worship”  If_it
be a sin, then, to learn to sing, iow much greater a #in it is to refuse_to do-
it, after we have been taught how it is to be done. It is a wilful neglect-
of “one of the means of .grace which_God Himse!f has appointed for™ the
sanctification-of His people, Our chiirches have- greatly neglected- this_
means-of grace; -and ministers and elders are very guilty -in this matter.
Whole generations of the Church have grown up in many places without
-one single pound being expended, or-one hour devoted to tenching them
how to sing God's praises, whilst hundreds have been devoted to teaching
them-to _sing the light,"and often foolish.songs of the parlour.and the gay
assembly. -And:it is no uncommon -occurrence-to -see_Christian ladies
-and’ gentlemen; -whose-voices can -be heard-thrilling over-: the notes-of
some “comic song_or sickening love ditty, for whole-squares around- the-
place of the gathering of a-social party, sitting on the ensuing Sabbath as-
-mute _in the_house of God as if He had given them no-tongues to_speak -
His praise. Whether they will have-a heart to join in the new song-of.
redeeming love, which is sung around the Throne in the-Upper Sanctuary,
we:-know not; but of one thing -we -are- certain, if they “do, they -must-
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change greatly from their present tastes and inchnations—Chrislian
Treazury.

TATTLING.

1f the peace of our-chuich be preserved; the members must wateh
agoinst and tepress a Traling disposition,

Thete nte few eircumstanses which tend mote to distuth the “harmony
and tepose of-out socicties, -than u proneness, in some of their- membern,
to a gossipping, taubng dispostion.  “There are persons o deeply infected
-with this Atheman passion 1o hear or tell some new thing, that their eas
ot-hips are amways epen.  Wah_insauabic appeute-they-devour all the
news they-can by any means coilect, and ate never easy uniil 1t i diae
gorged againgto the unspeakabie annoyance and disgust of those around
them.  lis one ol the mystcnes of. God's patural government, that such
shoulid-gam _a sort- of adventitions consequence by the mischief -they ves
canon, and be-thus sheltered-from scorn by being regarded with -dread,
The-tattier 12 onc of thisdercnption . 1 mean the individual-who Joves 10-
taik of other men's mattera—and espeanily of their fauita ,-for 1t-will be
found, that by a moguiar-peryersity of daaposiion, those who love 10 talk
_about the circumstances ol othiers, rately cver seicet their eacellenicies an
matter of discourse; but ninost ainays fix upon_then faiungs , and thus,
to borrow a sitinie of Suivmon's, they tescinbie the fly,-wlich neglecta the
heaithful part of the Trame, to utch and loxunate on_the sore,

In the case of tatthing, there are _gonerauy-thive parues-to-blame.
there is fitat the gosip, then the perzon who is weak caough-to listen to,
and report-the tales, and lanly, 4he indis.lual who ix the sulject-of
the report, who- suflers-lus-thind to be rnated, instead of going in the
spint_of meckaess, to_require an explanation _{rom the onginal reporter,

Now levst be a rule with eveary chorch member, to aveid epeaking of
the- circumstances, and especiaily of ihe lauiis of othera, et tlus rule
have the sancity of-the lawa of Heaven, and ihe mmuiability of the

- Medes and Permans.  Let every ndividual resolve within hinaself thus @
¢1 will be elow -to speak of otherss  Pwill-nenther oniginate a-repont by
saying what -1 thiuk, nor help to circulate & -report -by vepeating what

I hear,’ ‘This'is a most wise regulation, which woulil at once presetvo
_our own peace nnd the peace of society.  We should Leware of - saying-
“-any thing,:which by the perverted ingenuity of_a-slanderous disposition,

may become the basis of_a-tale 10 the dimdvaninge of another. It s

not_enough, as-1-have hinted; that we do not-otiginate a-reportybut we-

-ought not-to circulate it. When it reaches us, thereat should stop, snd go

no farther.  We should give it 10 prudenceto be buried in slence. We
must never -appear pleased with thie tnlea of -gossips and: newsmongets,

“much less with the scandals-of the-backbiter ,- our-snule is their reward.

" If there_were nolisteners, there would be no repotters, _In company; let-
“-us-always discourage and-tepress -such- conversation. "Talkers know

v-here to find a market for their -atuff, and hike ponchers and smugglers,

who never carry their contraband articles to-the house of an- exciseman,
they never offer their reports to an individual who, they know, would re-

- prove them in the name of Jesvs, ~ .

- Let us avoid and discourage-the hollow, deceitful practice of indulging
-a_tattling disposition under the cover of lamenting over the-faults -of our-
brethren, o :

_ There are casca in which- 8 modest disclosure of the failings of- others
-18- necessary. ~Such, for example,-as- wrien & church is_likely to be
deceived in the character of an individual, whomn it ia about to admit to
- communion. In sich- instances,- the person who is-aware of the .imposi-
tion_that is-likely to be practiced, should go. dircctly to -the pastor-and
- make him-acquamnted with-the fact; instead_of which, _some pemons-
- whisper their_suspicions to_any-and- to many, except the pastor, It is
- perfectly lawful, to prevent any brother from being betrayedinto a ruinous
confidence-in pecuniary matters, by informing hum of the character. of the
individual” by whom- heis about 10 be-deceived,  Silence, in such cases,

would be zn obvious injury.
~“:Be slow to speak,’ then, isa maxim which every Christian should
always keep before lus eyes.  Silent prople can do noharm'; busy talkers

are always dangerous,.—Church Member's Guide, by J. A. James.

Pary Treg.—A-treo remarkable- for luftiness, straightocse, and pro-
ductiveness, and  hence-mado an-emblom i Senpture of -upnightnens,
fruntfulneas and victory. (S¢e Psalin xen. 125 Iis-fruat 1a tho duc:
very-sweet and -nounshing,-and -a largo- portion of -the nhabitants of
Egypt, Arabia, and Persia, subsist almost ontirely upon-st.  Camels aro
fond of the stene.  'F'his frmnt 13 of tho-mze-of an olive, “Palin branches
wera signals of joy and triumph.  Tho leaves are six or exght feet long
- and_proportionably broad when spread vut, and are used 1o cover,hdnscn'
- and mako couches, baskets, bags, fences, ‘haws, cte.  From-tho- fibres of

-the branchies are-mado thread, -ropes, ngging, ete.  Indeed, the natives
(says Gibbon) celebrate,-either 1n prose and -verse,-threo hundred and
_ sixty uses to which the trunk, branchesyleaves,-juico, and_fruit-are ap:
-plied, * The palm _treo-attams maturaty 1n- thirty- years-from planting
sced, and continues in full stréngth_for seventy or cighty- years, bcanng:
-annually three- or-four hundred-pounds of dates. and-finally dies at
-two_hundred years old, __From_its eap palm wino 1s made, calied by the
natives Araky. It is a-beverage whicheasily.intoxicates, and 1s thou'g)'{t
- by Bishop Lowth to be-tho “strang dink” “menttoned -an “Isnah v. 11
- and xxiv. 8, From the species-of palm:irce called Mndon,—gro\nﬁé

wild in various parts of tho East, tho commen sago 1s procured.—London
Jewish Chronicle. ’ i -




