
TIIE CANADIAN DAY-STAR.

NAANAN TuIE SYIAN.

Tho history of' Nianian thc Syrian as it is reeorded in thc fifùlh
chapter of the Second Book of Kings, is exeeedin-ly interesting

* and instructive. Whien hie was told how to bo cured of tlhc
disease with which lie was afflieted, hoe treated the divine prceýCr-iP.
tion iwithi negleet and even eont.ompt, just as nîany treat the silmple
gYospel of' the grraco of God -., the Pr>sent day. When told to -,o
and wvash in Jordan sev.en tinies and lie would be instaîîtly and
e ffectually hcaled of' his leprosy, hoe indignantly asked Il Are not
Ahana and Pliarpar, rivers of' Dainaseus, better than ail thie waters
of Israel ? May I not wash. in tiix and bhe ean ?' so lie turned
and went away in a rage."

It is quite ovideut thiat Namnan had a very high. op* lion of MB~
own country and the rivers and strcamns that rail throughl it. To
love one's owa country is not only harmless, it is eommiendablc.
Wc all love oui' native land,-the land that gave us birth, and
whcoe , spont our childhoed and youth. We love flhc seciies of
our earlicst recollection,-and ean neyer forget the hiiks and nioun-
tains which wo clinmbed, and the streains and river banks along
which wvc have often walked and in whieh. we often batlhed in days
that have passed away nover to return. Indeed we aro soinctimes
teinpted, either býy prejudie, or partiality, or sonicthîng else we
don't know vcry r,'ell whiat, to fancy that the seery around our own
hirthiplacc is inore heautiful, and the streamis and riveit of our
fatlîcrland lovelier and botter thian aniy wc have seon. It was
naturi for Nannan to believe thât Ahana and Pharpar, iivers of

* Darnascus wcrc botter than Al the waters of' Isrnei. And in addi-
tion to this, ho was confident, thiat if simipiy to wasiî in a river wvas
euough. to, cure Ilirn of bis disease lic wvould not ho iudebted to
Jsrael or its rivors for a roedy so easy aud so simple. But lio
had no faitlî in tho prescription; hoe looked upon the message which
Elishia sont to hirn as far too easy a way, and uttcrly inadequate to
ineet his case. Indccd lic viewed tic proscription, Il Go and wash
in tho Jordan sovon times, and thy iesli shaill corne again to thee,
and thou shait ho dlean," as an impertinent insuit hotui to his feel-
ings and bis uudcrstanding, "lfor hoe turncd and went away in a
ragre." This shows olcarly that Naarnaiî necded to ho divested of
soif. le was destitute of huinility and faith. His proud hicart
reholled agrainst the divinoly appoiutcd niethod of cure. Hie

hoght ho must do sonio great thing,) su o.a Iu Do


