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CHURCH WORK.

BOTH J3IDZES,

A CrereyuAx in Cheshire bad a large
parish, with mapy iile people. Every
now aud then, some of thew became so
full of righteons grief at what seemed
the glarmg wrnng-dcmg of their neigh-
bours, that they bnd to go about seeking
sympathy. ‘The vicar was commonly one
of the first to whom they went. ‘They
would not have thought of telling him of
their own faults, or asking his belp to
overcome them. Had he told them that
po-sibly it migbt be well to do sn, they
would have been Lsart and spgry. Bnt
they cared, as it seemed, iar mere for
their neighbonrs’ souls than for their
own. They thought it their duty to
bring every evil tale and suspicion to
their clergyman, that he might know
what very bad people lived in his purish,
and that he might be sure of their yrief
about it. In most cases the stories they
broaght were of wiongs done to them-
selves, or dispuies in which they ehim-
ed to have shewn great-gemtleness and
Cbristian patierce under very hard trinl
from the coarsencss or selfishness of
others. .

The old vicur bad a sbhort way with
them. He received them kindly and
courteansly : hs told them how sorry be
was that they were troubled. But, be-
fore he Jet ‘them begin their complaints,
he said, **Of course 1 will be glad 10
hesar you, and give yon what help I oun,
bat it is right for me tosay that if X Jis-
ten to your story, Ishall be bound to go
to the person aceased and ask for bis
‘story. so that I may know - both sides.
Of counrse if anyone came and laid a
charge agsinst yon, you waunld think me

‘very wrong!to toke ita truth for gmnted, }

_withoat giving jou hn opportunity of
clearing it up. I iooust den) out the
game justice to those against whom you

about it : and nmke up your mind whe-
ther 10 sgy nothing, aud to try to forget
all this, or else to tell me all you waut to
say, nud Jet me then go to the other and
find out what his view of the case is.”
1t need hardly be said that in nine cases
out of ten, the vicur was told nothing ;
the person who cawe full of grievaunces
which he longed to pous out, shrank
from the prospect of kaving his story set
side by side with anotber story. He was
often led. alse, to try te put himself in
the place of bis neighbuur, auvd so take
a fairer, caler view of things. Often ke
came to the coneinxion that, whetber his
neighbour bad indeed bern wromng or
not, one thing was quite plain, that he
had bimself been very foolish,

The old vicar's plan worksd well. He
was told very few unpleasant {ales. And
hig exnmple caiue to b: followed in the
parish, to the great help of tbe cnuse of
peace. )

THE Bible is not an apothecary’s shop
into vhich one can heedlessly go and
take whatever comes first and call it me-
dicine. Init God speaks and the devil
speaks, and anpgels and demons, and
good meb and bad. Sowetines the mes-
sage is for a particular time or people, or
man or gronp of men. God holds as re-
spensible for using common sense in the
spiritual as well as in the natural world.
Itis our duty to find His messnge to us.

Sv speaks a denomipationsl paper,
and so far a8 it goes, itis right. Dutit
stopa short of the whole trath. Add to
the Inst sebntence, **and it is the office-
work of the Charch, as the antboritative
expounder of Hely Scripture, to belp us
find that me:zsage in its truth and full-
pess.  In her teaching, we get the only
application of the largest common senso
—a Catholc common sensze—te things
s'riptural and spiritual.” This com-

bring a charge. Now, take time to think | pletes the other.— [Living Chuich.



