JO

8 —

o —_—- T———

CHIN ...L CHILDREN.
CHILDHOOD.
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When a danghter is born {nto the fami-
ly, the event is rcgarded rather as a
misfortunc than otherwise.  Iitiquette
obliges the father to Took as if he liad not
heard the announcement, and quictly to
finish his pipe, that the entrance of the
little stranger may not possibly be sup-
posed to interest him, Friends, like those
of Job, keep silence, or if one more inti-
nmate venture & remark, it is one of con-
dolence rather than congratulation.

The cradles in which they spend their
infant hours are made of straw rope coiled
up in the form of a barrel, only muchwider
at the bottom than at the top. Thisis
firmly stitched ¢ the inside is niccly pad-
ded, and a little seat fixed in it. The
mouth of the barrel is just wide cnough
to accommodate the child; and here it
sits for hours, cither asleep or awake. In-
fants are rolled up with their arms down
at their sides, in garments which in win-

ter are so thickly wadded with cotton,
that these atoms of humanity look like
animated bundles, only that their little:
heads, with'their obliquely-set twinklingi
black eyes, and 1lat noses, pocluim their
-conuection with the human race.

NAMES.

In China, houschold names are not
handed down from gencration to gerera- |
tion, aswith us. Parents distinguish their
children in a most singular way 3 the givls
‘are generelly numbered, one, two, three,
four, &e. according to their age; and
Loys receive the name of some animal,
such as a dog, a cat, a tiger, or, il they
are more aspiring, they give them the
name of birds, as an cagle, and such like.
‘The boys get their names ata feast, which
is made in honour of them whea they are
a month old, which feast is also the birth-
day of their tail 5 for un this occasion a:
linight of the ruzor is called in, and the
little black head is eatirely shaven, ex-
cept a small spot on the crown, from vwhich
that appendage grows.  The girls are in
nowise honoured, and rcceive their
name at no particular time. The first
names which the children receive are
called their milk names. They are re-|
tained till they go to school, when the
teacl.er gives them a book name; but if
they are not thus provided, their milk
names continue.

not taken from an understood category, !

ladlics.

as Mary, J ane, &ec. &e. but ave at the
option of the school-mistress.  They are
fanciful but pretty.  The girls who came
to my school, were named by the native
teacher——one, Bright Dearl; another,
Lattle Pheenixj another, Glistening Snow;
another, Red Jadestone, and so on.

SMATL FRET—GOLDEN LILIES.

The first special attention paid to a
gitl Ly her mother is the ecramping of her
fecet. ‘This is considered the most im-
portant part of her duty to her female
offspring. “The custom commenced only
about 950 A.D., and therc arc various
myths, more or less probable, relating to
the origin. . Some say it gradually sprung
up from the desire of small fect ; others
that it was imposed by some edict, to pre-
vent gadding. The one commonly re-
ceived among Chinese ladies, and the one
narrated to me by themsclves is this:
‘The most beautiful and favourite wife of
an cmperor of one of their old dynastics
had remarkably small feet. They just
covered the flower of the golden lily, and
when walking in he* garden she was ac-
customed to step on them.  Hence small
feet are called *¢ golden lilies” by Chinese
Trom this time small feet became
a prominent point of female beauty, and
where nature had denied the delicacy,
force was cmployed to produce it.  The
process is often misrepresented, and
therefore, it may be well to describe it
It begins when the child is two years oldl.
At this period the four toes are bent un-
der the foot, and then they bandage them
tightly with strong strips of calico. As
the togs accommodate themselves to their
recambent position, the ligature is drawn
tighter, and still tighter, until in the
course of three years they sink into the
flesh, and the foot locks just as if they
had been cut off.  This is the first pro-
cess, and here it ends in the case of many,
and the foor, though disabled, ig yet com-
pctcn' for tuch work. The sccond pro-
cess is still more painful.  The great toc
is bent backwardsy and the foot is now
drawn towards the heel; gradually these
two parts are forced together until they
conjoin, the hollow of the foot ¢ntircly
disappearing, leaving only the wark, as

'of « wound in the centre, and so the child

walks on the ball of the great tocand the
heel.

dic during the sccond operation.
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The process is extremely painful; 1

VVLLl\LY MISCELLANY.
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only comfort the cluld receives is tlxo con.
stantly reiterated assurance of the nmother,
that small feet arc indispensable to re-
speetable marriage; and the children
come to desive them.  Once when taking
a walk in the sulurbs of Shanghai, we
came upon a little girl sitting on the step
of a shop and crying bittesly.  On asking
the reason, sie said, « Oh! my fect ! my
feet!” 1 offered to untie the bandages,
or to loosen them ; she exclaimed, ‘¢ No,
no! I would not be fit to Le scen.” By
and by the foot becomes quite cool; tir-
culation gocs on unimpeded, and little
detriment to health ensues, as is proved
by our medical men; the foot loses all
the shape of a human foot, and Lecomes
like a club foot. Of course they are une
able to walk any distance, or ascend a
step, without help from their servants.
Their walk is a swinging gait.

They are enjoined to imitate the wav-
ing of the willow branch ; and it is won-
derful how clegant their movements are.
In our drawing room, I have been amazed
to sce how beautifully they moved hither
and thither; and yet we cannot wonder.
s clegance is their life-long study., In
wealthy families, all the daughters have
their feet ernmped: among the middle-
class, all pass through the first process,
but only the cldest steps on the golden
lities ; whilst among the poor, the fectare
allowed to grow naturally, in order to fit
them for work. But so powerful is the
force of custom, that at marriage, small
picees of cork are fastened on the natural
feet, that even they may have, at least,
the appearance of Leing fashionable,

It is often asked, Is there no proba}il-
ity of this perpicious and absurd custom
being given up? Can we not dissuade
them from it? We dare hardly allude to
it. Tight waists are at once referred to,
and a merry ring of laughter peals through
the room. They say it is far worse to
compress the stomach, heart, and lungs—
the vital organs of our frame—than the
feet, and to this there is no reply.

TRIAL

No iian is a man till tried—till Le Ix“s
passed through the ordeal, through decp
waters and suorch-nv ﬁrc= A man sur-
rounded with comforts, friends and rela-
tives, fond and raiment—whose buarns are
filled with plenty, and whose pressés gush
out with new wine—who cats to the

‘These buok names are | the foot swells and inflames, and many | )1, sits a:id reads, doles about, takes his
The ! ease and his plc:zsuro, smokes s pipe, or



