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",a doctrine, a tongue, a revelation or an
interpretation," inaothers the divine gift
came forth in the forra ot a «Prsalm,"
-the iridividual, speaking by the Spirit,
spake in song; and thre rcst of the Chutrchi,
as tircy drank in the words and niciody,
joined iii tie excrcise, and retained thc' gift
for future use, as p)art of the service of
eoîîg. Vie apeste utters no wvord of con-
<leiation regarding this practice. Thus,
thil, it %vould appear the Apostolie
Chiurchies cnjoyed the rgift of sncred song,
in conunon witih the gifts of preaching vnd
prayer; and if' the latter are still exercised
to proimote edification, where is tire preef
thant the former bias ceascd ý If aay one
lias a "1,psalm ", stili, shahl we net, if it is
fouind Ilgijod te the use of edifyiîîg,
ardopt and use k '? Tire precepts which
remain te the Cliurch, a,, permnaneat liws,
indicate that we ave so te use such spiritual
gifrs, and thiat they are intimately oonneet-
cd withi tire gra<ý of God and the weork of
the Spirit. H:ence we have sui apostohie
exliortations as Bcse:" 3 filled with
tire Spirit,-speaking to yeurselves in
psalums aird iryrns and spiritîl songs,
singying and making niciody in yeur hear't
to the Lord." " Let tihe word of Chirist
<lWeil in you richiy iii -ill wisdem, teadiing
and admonishing one arrother in psalrns
and hymns and spiritual songs, uiaging
%virii C;rao in your hecarts te the lird."

It is in entire aceordance witih tliese
apostelie precepts and practics, that we
lind thie very first historie recorO. of tire
christian. Church describîng the foilowers
of Christ as singirig liymns to Jesus as
(iod. At tire eoîaaeaeetaent of tlie second
centur.y, or about sixty ycars aifter the as-
cension, Phiay, a Roman gevernor, wrote
to tire Ensperor Trajan that whiat he lrad
diseovered of the chîristians was, that thiey
%vere in tire habit of meeting betore day,
binding citemselves with an oath te com-
mit no wickedaess, and Ilsinging, respon-
siveiy, a sscred hymn to Chtist as te God."
Justin Martyr, who iived ia the second
century, says,-"l W.e manifstourgratitudé
to Ilini by worslripping Hlm in spiritu 'ai
songs aud hymns, praising Hira for our
b.irth, for our lieaith, for the vicissitudes of

the seasens, and for the hopes of immrner
tality." Origin, wvho iived in tihe thjird
century, says,-"WXe sing iryrns te God
iwho is over aIl, and to His oaly hegotte<
Son, the Wordl and God." Tirus, then,
the very first soundl thaï; reachied tire Pagan
car front thre scel'ied sanctuaries of chris-
fiai--' ty, was that of their hymxrs te GoËi
and Christ. We are not for a moment te
suppose that the carly christians negiected
the irich inheritance of religions lyrics which
they had received froin the Jewishi Chureh.
On the contrary, the Psalnis of tho 01(.
Testament were earlly introdueed into, the
public services; but wvith these, it is un-
questionable they aise used hymns frorn
thie carliest tintes. Terttrhiiau, says, in de-
scribing their worship, '1 We are invtitcd te
sing to Geod, aceording as cadli one can pro-
pose a subject front the Ifoiy Seriptures, or
of lis ewn coumposig' Thiere is historie
proof that se early as tire fbur-th century
hymn-books wce ln existence.

Thiere is semething very touehing ini the
tiioragit of these cariy christians,-some of
whin hand listened te the ntelting wverds of
the disciple whem fesus loved, or gathered
te l»>ai- the fervid Paul, ar, he passed rapidiy
front place te place, bearing the standard
of the crss-meeting together. ia the
mornitig air of tlic ctrristiaa ages, and giv-
ing voice te, their ncw-born faith~ -nd love
ini sacred song. Weé leok back into those

ditysenaes, wlieu, at the peril of theit
lives, thre foiiowers of tire mcek au iowly
One met together by the river side, la the
upper roont of soume peer dweiling, or in
tire Catacomhs of Reie, with tire tramtp
and dia of the great city far over head and
the stillness of death aronnd these subter-
ranean vanits. WVe sec thent nroviîrg
stealthily, silerrtly, at earliet dawn or
nighrt's stiliest heur along tire streets of
Atirens, Corintiî, or Rine, under the sha-
dew of tire great ireatheu temples that
proudly lift tlîcir glittering licads te the
clotrds--past. the istatues of Jupiter, Apollo

.,,and Venus-en to tire piaco where "11twe or
thre are gathercd together in the naine of
Christ seeking the promised blessing.-
Then the doors are shut; but, though
dcadiy enemies are near, fear cannet deter
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