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of suiitalhleboQks for sabbatb sehool libraries,
and Eec..re a depot for sabbath, literature
if practicable." In reference to this matter
wo have to say that seine members of
comimittee rosident je Halifaxc have donc
good service by aiding Sabbath seol ie
the çountry in solecting and purchasing
librarios. We have aise been preparing a
list of suitablo books from the catalogues of
the Presbyterian Board of Publication, the
A merican Tract Society, thc London Tract
Societv and others. But it cannoe bc
oxpected that wc are able to fureish a
complcte list, ive would therefore ask for the
co.operation of the brethren in tliis reatter.

Your committee would propose thast the
Agent of the Colportage Scheme should
beronie a medium through wvhieh sabbath
school books might be ohtained, for as lie
deals in the book market, he wvould be able
to ptirelase on casier terms than a private
individual. That ail orders frem Sabhath
Schools be filled by him at prime cost
subject te thc additional charge of freîght
and postage.

Trhe lessons for 1869 should br, prepared
as heretofore sufficieatiy cariy to teach the
mest distant parts of the church bofore the
first of Jannary.

Ail of whieh is respectfuliy submitted.

H. B. MÂcizÂy, Convcner.

R~EPORT OF COMMEE 08 COLPORTAG3E.
To the Reverend thieSyýnod of the Presbye.

rian Church of the Lower Provinces.

last year ive annoueod tbat ive were
froc from; theoa cit, which had beon bang-
ln- over us for some time, and also thatw~e
had a sulhlcieet snpply, including Bibles,
Testaments and psalm books from the N.
B. Society of Scotland, to enablo us to
carry on tbo business for some time. But
ire thon announced also that the schoine
was flot self-supporting, cither bore or any-
wboero as far as we kew; and, therefore,
unless the liberality of the church was in
some mensure continucd, it must languish,
as the old stock, wiii gradually disappoar,
and the incaxs of rouewieg it bc diminishied
by the carrent expenses. This âifficulty
bas been bilt more than usual during tho j ye=r,--effiicntiy, while ire bad thre eredit
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past year, je consoquoncc of the soverity of
the wintor, wvhich eaused a great scarcity of
xnonoy and provisions, aed hocnco the sales
were more limited. This viow taken in
cotnection with the fact, that the liberality
of the church bas nlot beon continuod dur-
ing the past year, will show that our opera-
tiens ceuid noc hoc extended, or eve centi-
aeed as shey wvere; consequently our im-
portations '-vere, chiefly Bibles and Testa-
monts, wvith a fewv mieor bc )k-s amouetieg
te about 2500 volumes; arn hough niany
of these and what we had previously on
baed have heen sold, yet too xnany romain,
and the sale is yet teo duil, te induce us te
order maey more under prescrit circum-
stances.

As evidence of the propriety of this
course fromn ail the promises, ive offor the
folhewing dotail of the returfis, wagcs, and
othor exponses of two of our colporteurs,
for seven montbs joietly, or three and a haîf
montbs cacli, spent in this service. Thus,
gave eut te said colporteurs during said
time, books and bibles, &c., ameuntîng te
tlme suin of £174 9s. 4d. la setcling for
these, thoy iwcre allowed £31 19s. 71d. for

.aes; sud £18 18s. 3d. for travelling and

etiior expenses; and £9 17s. 6d. for books
given away, or missing, or on which they
bad aliowod a discount. The booka left on
hand aniounted te £37 17s. llid., and the
cash retura was only £75 16s.

From. this synopsis it appears tbat oniy
about one-haif of the proceds of sale ap-
peurs ini che ;-orm of cash meuras, aed that
the other baîf disappoars je the form of
wvagcs, expenses, discount, &o. ; and as te
this must bo addod the expenses of procur-
iug and distributing th~e whole, it must bo
evident te every observer that witbout ex-
tomnai assistance, ste scbemoe cant bc car-
ricd on. Hence the American Tract Se-
ciety, aster trying it for a yeur or se, could
net carry it on even for anothor year, unlees
$1 000 wverc plcdged foi its assistance; and
hence, aise, when a new local organîzation,
ia formed, it requires $5000 to begin witb,
and cither two o)r îhree thoesand dollars
annnalhy to carry it on efficiontly. We
bave now becn carrying it on for sixteen


