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te deal Nvith his Chure-h in a simihu- manner. Heow mysterious the arrange-
nient by whicb un Edward VI. is remioved, leaeing te the arresting of' the werk
eof Reformation in iEngland and the suheting, thc "Churell to the c ruciries of'

Bloody Mlary." And la modern times how untiniely secmed the remioval of
a Spencer, a Sunierfield or a McCheyne.

And yet we know that ail thiese thinâs are the doing of the Lord. "1Our
times arc in ii. bihauds, the number et'our meontlis is w'itb 1dm, hoe bath :xp-
pointcd our bouîxds that we cannot pass" I "Not a sparrow fals to the grouild
without our 1-eavcuxiy Father," and mxuclx lers can ive suppose that thc terixîi-
nation of thc lue of one eof lus intelligent creatures is ief't la unccrtainty. ]Es,-
pecialiy we know thiat ail the eciimstantces as te the timie and mode in which
his servants terminate tixeir earthly services are dirccted in inbfinite wisdomi.
In reality the déatb eof the rightcous ean neyer be untimtely. As far as thcy
are peronaliy concerncd wc- ail acknowiedge this. - 1)eath cixunot corne sin-
timely te hlm who is prepared te die." But ive should have tbe sanie con)fi-
dence that the remeoval of noue of' God's servants is unitinmely as far as their
work on earth is concernied. No Cbri.,tian (lies in M/e nzidst ef his uselfulnes,:z,
as we often improperly say. H1e cannot bc x'emoved tili tixe work zissigi-ed hum
bas been finislicd. Wlxatcver tben wc miglit have wished, or wbatever we
nxight hxave considcred bcst, ive may be assured regardixg our dear frienid that
ail was dctermined la infinite wisdem. Hé had finisicd the work given hini
te do, bis course was ftxifilcd, bis warfare was accompliibd.

But stili Ixuman reaison asks wby wvas luis course se short. It were enougli
te repiy, tlxit sacb was the ivili of God, and that our duty is te manifest sub-
mission te bis will, and te have faitx ln bis wisdum, even wheu wc cannet un-
derstand. Stili we can se important ends te be scrved by suob a dispensa-
tien. How ioudly dees it preciaimi the dzvine sovercigny-that Ie doeth
acording te bis will in the armies eo' heaven and aixion)g txc in1xabitants eof the
earilh-tbat none cau stay bis hand or sixy unto xiax whiat doest thou." With
equal clearness does it teacli us Ged's iind'pendetice and ail sufficicncy. We
are apt te imagine that the cause eof God is dependant upen this or tixat bxu-
m an agent. B3ut by sucx remevals God teneixes us that ne man is necessary
for his cause-that he eau work with or without human agency-that if' ho
removes eue he eau rai,<e Up ethers *with equal or botter qualifîcations, axxd
even makc tîxe death eof xis servants te conduce te thc promotion of luis cause.
Thus, whiie the Chiurch is daiily iesiug the f'airest etf ber ebidren and the niost
devoted of ber labourers, the cause et God sti11 gees on. "1Ail flesx is grass
and ail tixe goodliuess tixereof is as the flewer eof the field. 'l'ie grass withcr-
eth, the floiver fadetb, but the word eof our God shail stand fer ever ;" tixus
illustrating tixe ail sufl'xciency et hlm, wbose is the work, and who wiIl beur
tixe glery. Wc kunow tee that their removal is in kindness to tlîem, and we
xniglxt hcar tbem saying, 1-If' ye ioved me ye woulà rijeice because I go ivitb
nîy Fatixer." Truc, their cour.se wvas shxort, but their reward will be none the
lcss brilliant. *We knewo% wvixo lias ,:aid, "h It ws well that it was la tîxine
]ieart, and be lias taught us tbat la bis judgnîent tbose servants wlxe nere

eay te labour and iilling te sacrifice lu bis cause, but whe lîad net the op-
portuuity afforded thcm of se deing, shial, theugh tlxey âhould have laboured
but eue heur, be rewarded even as those wlxo ha-ýve borne the burden and ixeat
eof the day (Mat. xx. 1-16). WVe "kuow tee that noue et' tbcir powcrs are lest
-that tlxey have gene te a sceixe, ret et' idle s.elf-indulgence, but of nobler
cmpl%~nent, uhere they ,hall find a bxgbiei anàd perf'eutly heiy sphere for the
exereise et' every capacity for serving G-ed. We k-now tee that sucli dispen-
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