THE CHURCH OBSERVER.

Midan and 8. Cuthbert, of &, Chad and 8, Hilda,
of Bede and  King Alred: it vestoration toa
weasure at least of  the pristine purity; and its
caming haek to a state when it was an indepetd-
ent hraneh of the  Holy Catholic Chureh,  free
from the control of any foreign Bishop.

FPor it fisst heginning we must loak Liack to the
livst oy second Christian century: when mission.
aries from Gaul fivst  visited the shores ot the
Britain of the Druids: or, when Christian soldiers
ciane in the train of the anmics of Tinperial Rome
to establish, or to con~olidate  the power of the
“Frupive in the Provinee of Britain,

For it second beginning, afier the Teuton in-
vasion, we mus=t look to 8t Augus<tine, seut by
Gregory the Great: ad still move to Sto Addan,
and to his lavge band of devoted fellow-kaborers
and tollovers, who came from Tona in the West-
ern lebrides. or who owed their training as
Christian Missjonaries to those who haa been
educated in St.Co Sun las famouns Monastic and
Collegiate liome.

3 Onee wore, Ouy English
Nor ax AT or Senis.

Tu the vear of our Lovd 1554 the Supremaey
o’ the Bishop of Rome over the Chureh and Na-
tion of England was formally venounced : fivst,
by the Chureh in Convoeation assembled 5 then,
hy the Nation in Parlinment assembled ; and
tinally by the King giving assent to. and signing
the \et of Parlimnent.

This act wasg not an aet of <schism: for this
reason: The Bishop of Rome had no legithmate
authority whatever over our Church and Nation;

Weformation, was

No authority entrusted to him by Jesu= Christ, .

or by a decree o a Universal Couneil : =uch au-
thority as he did possesz was usurped authority,
an awthority often resisted during the Middle
Ages, and zometime with sueceess by the ablest
of owr Plantagenet Kings,

For the fir<t twelve years of the reign of Eliza-
heth, that i~ Irom 1538 to 1570, the whole body
ol the English peaple contormed to the Nation-
al. Retormad, Catholic Churel, of England,

Who hroke the peace? Who hegan the schism
from the English branch of the Haly (atholic
‘Chureh: The Pope.

On A pril 27, 15700 Pope Prus V. ta Canonized
=aint of the Roman Breviary ) issued his famous
Bull entitled, ** The Dammnation and Excommuni-
eation of Elizaheth:™ deposing the Queen Irom
her throne, absolving all her «<ubjeets fron their

aath of allegianee to their lawlful Soverign, and
commanding them to withdraw vrom their Na-
tional Chureh,

A were handtul of Boglishmen, in disloyalty
to the Catholic Church in England, and in treason
to their lawluil Sovereign secured, and formed the
Rouan schizm in England.

The guilt of the conunencement of sehism lies
not at the door of the Chweh ol England, whete
Bishops and Diviues carvied out the work ot her
teformation, and whose acts in Convocation and
Parlimnent freed her frow the novel and usurped
supremaey ol a forveign Bishop. butat the door of
Pope Pius V. who launched Lis Bull against our
Queen, deposing her from her thyone, abolving
her subjeets from their allegiance to their lawiul
Sovercign, aud commanding them to withdraw
from their National Chuveh.

[ have dweht so long on the Nature ol our
English Reformation,

AN BEING A MORK OF "$1IME S

A WORK OF RESTORATION |

AND NOF A WORK OF sCHIN ¢
that T have left myself hut litde tihme to =peak
of the Greve Bressinas of our English Reform-
ation,

[1 These however ave xo appavent, that T need
do little more than mention
<ome of them : for—

them, or, rather

The Blessings ol om English Reformation ave
nemifold ¢ They are bound up with all we do
and enjoy. The Blessings of our glorious Eng-
lish Reformation meet us at every turn ahnost
of oy individual, fumly. sacial, politieal, and
ceclesiastical life,

1. Fir<t. the Reformation. we  lune ahieady
seen. delivered our Chareh and Natiou fiom the
wsnrped authority of the Bishop ol Rome,

Thi~ deliverance brought with it & i titwide
of blessings, the magnitude of waich it 1.
mo~t impossible lor us to ap, recaie at o«
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tance of three and a halt cecturies, and wnder
the entively altered circumstances of our nod-
ery society,  The Bishop of Romes power—a
shadow now—was a dread reality then ; hacked
uot only by the spirvitaal avtillery of Rome. but

also by the fleets and  armies of the Roman
Catholie Soveicigns of Europe:  witness the
Spanisk Armada, Rowes last attempt  to sub-

Jugate England.
Every Canadian should be familiar - with the

history of his mother-lawd : That  history  will



