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We had about. one wçeek of fine weather be- a ventilating hole about an inch and a half '0
ginning April i9 th, on which day I commenced diameter through the back and about three jrC1'

setting my bees out of the cellar, and carried the from the bottom board, with wire gauze inslô
last out May 13 th. I never .before had bees in and a button outside. This 1 also leave
their winter quarters as late as the first of May. open during the winter. If you use a mo-al'
Last spring I had finished setting out one day bottom raise the hive up thrce or four inche
earlier than I commenced this year. The bees from bottom s0 that there can be a free circul'
set out a few days ago (r3 th) were in just as good tion of air under, even though the bottom bo31
condition, if not better, than those set out nearly should contain two or three inches deep of dea
a month earlier. My notion about setting out becs. Vhen this is done the accumulation
bees in the spring is this, and it is being decomposing becs in the fast-bottom hive will lot
strengthened from year to year. If they are quiet be nearly so offensive as with clogged entrace
in their quarters I do not meddle with them until and no other means of ventilation. 0f course,
the time of natural pollen. When the pollen ap- the case of movable bottoms no bce-keeper %voue
pears, if the weather is suitable, I begin setting think of setting out the colony on its own te
out-first those showing uneasiness and those fouled bottom board even for one hour.
having least pollen in their stores, a fact which I having one dean bottom board to begin
note in preparing for winter. I do not set them the first colony carried out can be lifted ofl i
out any faster than I can clean them out and fix own stand, cither in the cellar before you start
them up the following day after they are put out. outside when you are placing it, and put upol'
And here we come to " swarming out" - as the dean stand, and so on. Then ail will be 
causes. and remedies. I never lost but one dean stands from the flrst. I have found Dy
colony from this cause. When a colony of bees experience that it is not generally best to
will leave its home in early spring when there is out hives the same day they are carried out Un'
no forage-leave the brood in ail stages-there less they are taken out carly and get through witi
must be good and sufficient reasons for their so their cleansing flight before you commence.
doing. The principal cause I believe to be an Otherwise you wilI be subjccted to a very u0
unclean house and unpalatable " grub." With pleasant bedaubing and will be covered most Of
sour honey, mouldy combs, and a mass of dead the time with becs, hands, face and ail, as theY
and decomposing bees in the bottom of the hive, wiil persist in taking a rest on your person as wel
giving out offensive odors, is it any wonder that as on evcry mortal thing around. Howeverin the
the tasty and tidy little occupants should desert case of fast-bottom hives, as it is necessary tO

their polluted domicile and even their young? have one dean hive ahead into which to lift the
This is the reason why this house-cleaning should frames, this can be donc speedily the day of set'
be gone through the very next day after the ting out and a more thorough examination and
colony is set out. If it is not done there is danger crowding up gone into later on. In this way the
of " swarming out." True, when there are not swarming ont" may be rcduced to a minimufi.
many dead bees to remove, and the combs and Since my last, I regret to say, still furthcr aC
stores not much contaminated, the colony will counts of the death of the becs in this district
set vigorously to work to clean house and purify have reached me. The loss will, I should think
itself; but the bees, with all their industry, are amount to from scvcnty-five to nincty per cent.
apparently unable to muster courage enough to Thc clovers seem to have come through in good
attack an Augean stable such as some hives order and the prospects for a good crop are en-
really are in the spring after bad wintering con- couraging.
ditions. The one colony that I lost by this "swarm- ALLEN PRÎNGLE.

ing out " happened to have a great many dead
bees on the bottom boards though the combs Selby, Lennox Co., May i8th.
and stores were not in bad condition. As the You are quite right, Friend P. about
weather was too cold the next day after setting early setting out being no aivantage. We
them ont to open and clean out the hive, and re- have set out bees, weeks after the first
mained so for several days, they left their home-
brood and all, the first snatch of sunshine.

The principal cause of " swarming out," being second lot put on their suninier stands
thus apparent, the remedies are easily inferred. seered to thrive and do fully as well.
When you are putting your bees in cellar for The weather of course bas much to do
winter if you use a fast-bottom hive leave the en- with this. This year if becs had been
trances wide open and occasionally through the p r the 2 tth
winter hook out the dead bees from and around q
the entrance. In ail my fast-bottom hives b have of April and left til the ioth or i 5th
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