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TORONTO HIVING ADVENTURR.

O vindicate the homor of Toronto and
calm the martial excitement of its
doughty champion, Dr. Miller, as well as

ey for the diffusion of useful knowledge in
hi.‘:rd to kee-keeping I have investigated the
'esig of that swarm at whose hiving I was the
” ing genius, and, as Dr., M. and friend
ngle think, perhaps justly, the evil genius.
’O;"GSUlt is embodied in the sub-joined letter
the ¢ My Toronto friend, ““my Toronto man,” as

Ypes made me call him in my last article,

Whether the error was in the copy or made
the Compositor I do not know.

D Toronto, Sept. 17, 1887.
omEAR MR. CLArxz.—I am sorry I was not at
s e when you called on Friday for the particu-
e respef:ting the swarm you hived and my ex-
remence in queen’s wing clipping. So far. as1
OUIi;anr when I arrived home that evening I
the bees had left the hive and most of them
; Teturned to the old one. The remainder
‘to: clustered under the slats on which the hive
On examining the old colony I found
he queen cells with the caps open so I at
ncluded that the pees must have super-
&d the olq queen, probably on account of her
Ex:;i-bemg cut, Having been -busy } had not
aftey ned them fro.m the time of clipping until
oo the swarm 1ssued'. so I took a fram.e of
ce 1 fl'c?m the parent hive, first examining it to
ow hf“ it had no queen on, and placed it in the
Tont ve. [ then dur.nped the cluster of bees in
o m and added sufficient from the parent colony
e alfe a good swarm, having also placed the
hive on the old stand. The next morning
Y appeared all right so I felt assured that they
amu:“ have a queen. About a week after I ex-
. lne(.1 this as well as one or two other swarms
See if the queens had commenced laying when
nO“Hd no eggs, and as the bees had not started
f rytg“'&en cells T set about a deliberate search
°llishe queen which I failed to find, but was as-
Ry ed to find two queen cells hanging from
i Ottom of the frame of brood which I had
“R them from one of which the wax was re-
t zved ready for the queen’s appearance which
o Place the next day and a few days after stte
smmenced laying. The hive filled up a good
°Bg colony but did not yield me any surplus
ich they would probably have done with the
3 Wq“een as she was a very fine one. Of course
3s possible for a portion of the bees to have
:ZmEd out the next day when the queen dis-
rmlred the presence of thequeen cells, but I am
\herey of the conviction that there was no queen
as [ closely examined the small cluster of
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bees before they ran in over the paper and was
also very careful not to give them one amongst
the bees I added. I also could see no difference
in the quantity of bees in the hive a week after-
wards except a perceptible increase from the
the frame of brood given them. My own opin-
ion was that either you and **Mary" had left the
queen behind in the ‘‘apple tree” or that ‘‘Mary”
had drowned her in the plentitul supply of water
with which she had deluged them in order to
check the impetuosity of their swarming zeal.
I thought of writing a few lines to the C.B.J. on
the matter but neglected it, taking credit to my-
self by thinking that it was a pity to take any
of the poetry out of your nice little article. In
regard to queens’ wing clipping my experience
as you are aware has only extended over a few
years. I may say that after the first year I
clipped about half my queens and this was the
first case of one being superseded and I have
never lost one during swarming. About two
years ago 1 had a strong cross swarm that
swarmed out three days in succession (although
every day I increased the shading) and doubtless
I would have lost them if the queens’ wings had
not been clipped. I have frequently had them
cluster long enough for me, after leisurely putting
everything in order to take them the same
as though the queen had not been clipped. Once
I had two hives swarm together, and as they
had been out a little while before any one noticed
them I had to be pretty lively in getting the new
hives on the old stands and caging the queens.
When I had all ready, however, I went to look
at them and found that they were all clustered
in one large sugar loaf cone, and to my astonish-
ment more than three-fourths of the bees re-
turned to the one hive so that I had to equalize
them. In conclusion I may say that Iam de-
cidedly in favor of clipping, which Ithinkit safer
and easier to do before the hives are very fuil of
bees which has been my usual practice. This
year 1 neglec‘ted it until nearly swarming time
when the hives were pretty tull and I think more
liable to destroy the queens. I may say thatin'
this case it could hardly be the fault of the clip-
ping, as the wing was not cut more than Half off.
Your © ToroNTo FRIEND.”

It will be seen from the above that my friend
is of the opinion that the queen whose wing he
clipped had been superseded, and that the young
queen which led the swarm was either left on the
tree by ** Mary” and her too officious assistant,
or subsequently drowned in a certain deluge
which he describes. I can vouch for it that the
queen was not left on the apple-tree for the
branch was so cleverly handled that the cluster
was not disturbed in theleast. As for the deluge



