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James M. Lambing's Letter.

Frigyp Fuunerron,—As this was meant for yonr
March number, it is just a little in the season for
April, but as it is written I presume it will do no
harm at least ; I therefore send it and leave the dis-
position of it to yourself.

At this season of the year many are casting ahout
among the advertisers of the Review and other
poultry papers to decide from whom they will pur-
chase the eggs from which they mcean to hatch
their start in the poultry business. Or perhaps
they are already in the fancy, and wantasctting of
eggs to infuse new blood into their yard of Light
Brahmas, or some other variety ; or again they may
want a pair of good'pullets for the same purpos:;
or again it may be they have a strain that breeds
good females but not good males, and they want a
cock or cockerel. Inany of these cases they do
not want to make a mistake, for if they have good
stock they want good stock for the new blood, and
consequently they naturally fecl anxious aboutthe
matter. For if they get a cock, in particular, if he
is not 0. K., he ruins the whole season’s work, and
the purchaser'’s feith in the fraternity. Another
point in the question is :—Smith offers for $1.50
per 13, cggs from first premium stock, while
Jones wants $4.00 or even $6.00 for his eggs, and
as moncy is an object in the poultry as well as in
all businesses, it is quite natural that the amateur
should study the difference between $1.50 and
$6.00. Of course he cannot tell which is the best, as
the $1.50 has a half page advertisement, while the
$5.00 man has only an inch card, and naturaily
enough too he may think the dear man is oniy sell-
ing his cggs at'such a high price beéause he has
a big name and reputation, and his stock is none
better than his cheaper neighbor’s, Andindeed he
may not have, but the chances are he has stock
worth what he asks for it. The rule that ‘the
cheapest is not the best, but the best is always the
cheapest”, is as good when applied to the pur-
chase of a setting of eggs as when applied to the
purchase of a suit of clothes or a horse. If you
went into a store to purchase a suit of clothee, you
know $6.00 will nct get yqu the goods that $25.00
will ; or if you want to purchasea milking cow. you
may get a common grass cow for $20.00 or $30.00
but if you want a registercd Jersey, it will take
$150 to $400 to get her. So with fancy poultry.
the man that purchases a trio for $6.00 can afford
to sell eggs for $1 00 anu make money ai it; but
how much now would the man make selling eggs
at that price who imported a trio from England
at £20, and $25 express charges. 1t is plain the
first will make more on his dollar eggs than the
latter at five dollaxs. And it is just as plain, or
ghould be, that the'man who purchased cggs from

the first at his price, | aid a larger price for the
goods purchased then if he had paid the last
his much larger price apparently.  This, of course,
is all based on the supposicion that each have
stock in cemparison to price, ~hich s generally the
e,

Again, I have heard purchasers say «I will try
the cheap ones, and if th. y do not turn out it isnot
much lost, 1 nd Iran try it with some one else next
time.” But I always t 11 them it is a great deal
lost ; it is a year in time, two or three dollars in
money, and & disappointment and a loss of faith in
the fraternity. It is a good business principal that
a low price meanscheap fowls, while a liberal price
always brings wilue receired, whether it be in dry-
goods, groceries or live stock,

By this I do not mean to incourage the asking of
exorbitant prices by any means, but I do mean to
suy that good poultry cannot be got and kept for no-
thing, nor cun anyoneexpect to get thn best in the
market for a song.

JaMEs M. LaMBING.

Parker's Landing, Pa., April. 1st, 1820,
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Prices.

Editor Review,
Now that the scason for selling eggs has arriv-

ed, we find most of the poultry journals full of
advertisuments offering eggs at prices that carry
on the face of it fraud. It does not pay anyone
who has really good stock to sell eggs at & Jollar
a dozon. At such prices only trash can be ex-
pected, and purchasers should not- expect much.
Thotough-bred fowls cost too much money to give
them. away. It is getting so common now for a
novi-e to procure some fowls, and straightway
rush iato print, offering eggs from them. What
can be expected, when nine cases out of ten the
fowls have been mated up for exhibition and not
breeding, consequently nothing but dissatisfaction
is the result. This injures thosc who do busi-
ness properly, and understand it, and has been
the cause of many an unfriendly word being said
and injury done. Beware then, intending pur-
chasers, of whom you purchase from, that is if
you hope to raise fowls which will be success-
ful at our exhibitions; for this is generally the
first thing a novice does, is to enter his chick-
ens at some show, and if unsuccessful, gives
them up in disgust, and brands all hen men as
frauds of the first water., Purchase from some
reliable man, pay a fair price, and you will not
have cause for complaint. Have no faith in the
man who will sell you Standard fowls at a dol-
lar each—they are frauds.
W. H. Gisson.

Hglifax, N. S, March 28th, 1880,




