
1. Cz.AssIcAL LAnRi.au ISNOT NEIrSSARY TO QUALIFY FOR PREACIIING
THI: ooSrEL, oR DISCHARGtNo PASTORAL PUriES.

To PREACH, simply signifies in scripture, to proclaim, declare, or
make known any trulh, however short or simple that truth may i&.
Inoe, Jonah preached to the Nineuites, vlen lie went through then
city proclaiiiang, " yet forty dayz ai.d Nineveh shall be oeribarown."
(Jonah iii. 2, 4.) Ilence John the Baptist's preaching in the % ilderness;
of Judea, and saying " Repent, for the kingdom of havena is ut hand,"
was a fulfilment of the prophecy which represented him as "I the voice
of one crying in the ivilderness, prepare ic way of the Lord, and nake
his paths straight." (Mat. iii. 2. Isa. xl. 3.) Ilence, also, " Moses
had, in every city, those who preached him, being read iii the si na-
gogues every Sabbath day." (Acis xv. 21.) To preach the gospel,
iherefore, simply signifies to proclaim, declare, or make known the
truths testified in scripture concerning Jesus.

Now, that classical learning is not necessary to qualify for preacliîig
this gospel is obvious, for the folloving reasons:-

1st, Because 1he atho; of his gospel selecled the firs preachers
thereof, frem the unlearned of his brelhren accsrding to the flesh.
(Mat. x. 1, 8.) Was it because the wise and learned of the Jews wouhil
have nothing Io do vitlh his service, that the Saviour chose the fisher-
men of Galilce? Shall it bc said of irim who holds the hearts of Ai.L
M xE-x in lai hand, and can turn them like the rivers of water whitherso-
ever lie wiill ; him whîo had ail power in heaven and earth given unatoa
himi ; iliat he could not command the service of the Most proßSer and
efficient persons for preaching his gospel? The Sad iour, even in ihe
days of lis humiliation, could have commande] the services of the wisb.
and mighty, in preference of the IGNORANT aiid %teak, had lie seen then
necessary for furthering his work. To this ieasoning many wiill be
ready to object, thatthe character and qualifications of the Apostles cati
lie no rule to us, in judging of the fitness of persons to bc chosen for
preaching the gospel now; the Apostles being divinely called and qua-
lifed for executig the important commission with vhicl they were in-
trusted. Ail this we fully admit; and die only inference we would deduce
from the recorded circumstance of the Saviour choosing TE WX-
LEARNED, when lie cou'd as easily haie obtained the learned, is the fair
and iegi.imate conclusion, that he did not consider the learaing and wis-
dom of this world necessary for the faithful and pioper discharge of
this duty, otlherwise lie wvould have chosen the firsL preachers of his
gospel from among the wise and learned of the Jews.

2d, Classical learning and human permission arc unnecessary; be-
cause, wc have many divinely recorded, and highly approted examples
of unlearned men successfully preaching the gospel. It is recorded uf
the churcn, in Jerusalem, that when they were ail scattered abroad, by
persecution, except the Apoflles, that they ivent every where preaching
the word. (Acts viii. 1, 4.) Now, we ask, would those who advocate
the unscriptural opinion, that classical iearning and human permission
are absolutely requisite to qualify and authorise to preach the gospel,
have followed this example of the church in Jerusa cm, and acted in the
same manner, had thev been placed in the same ci -cumstances ? We
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