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home, now she will have to put her
hand to and work in earnest. When
she gets up in the morning, she
sweeps the earthen floor, and
washes the pot, and proceeds to
cook the breakfast. Would you
like to hear what the family is to
have for breakfast. It’s a sort of
porridge, with biggish grains, red
colored, boiled in a big pot, which
is built into the bricks at the end of
the k’ang. They don’t have any
buttermilk with their porridge but
if the men have been earning good
wages, they will have some cab-
bage, or turnips, or onions, or pota-
toes, or some other vegetable as an
extra, just as you have butter or
jam on your bread. :

They won’t have any bacon or
meat, not even to their dinner, ex-
cept now and again, if they are
well-to-do, or only on some special
occasions—say like Christmas, or
the 12th of July at home.

Would you like porridge and ve-
getables two or three times a day,
Yyear in, year out ?
happy, pigtailed brothers and sis-
ters are very glad of these if they
only get enough.

There are some of you girls who
are learning to bake bread, are you
not ?° This difficult accomplish-
ment is not taught in Chinese
homes. No mothers need to tell
their daughters not to forget to put
in the soda.
luxury, something like tarts with
you, and it is only made in shops, in
the form of cakes or biscuits of dif-
ferent sorts.

Our young wife, then, when she
has made the breakfast, serves it
out to the family in small bowls,
and all set to and make short work
of the ‘millet’ (that’s what the por-
ridge is made of) stuffing in large
mouthfuls with their two chop-
sticks, and taking drinks of the mil-
let water in between.

- Perhaps the young wife must
wait till the others are done before
she sits down to her food, by this
time not as hot as one would wish
it. Of course she has her long pipe
to console her if she fecls very mi-
serable, and may go out to the lane
and compare notes, between the to-
bacco-whiffs, with Mrs. So-and-So
next door.
times not ent')ugh to make her satis-
fied with her hard lot; and in des-
pair she may take a dose of opium
to put a: end to her life. If she has
no children, her death may not mat-
ter much to the household.

Your chubby, °

For flour-bread is a-

But even this is some- .

Butif

she has a baby boy, for instance,
then there is a hubbub, ‘ Run fast
to the Free Hospital and get the
foreign doctor to give medicine;
quick ! quick !> It would never do
to risk the death of the precious boy
infant. Thus a Chinese mother’s
life is bound up in her children, es-
pecially the boys.

Small wonder if boy youngsters
are fearfully spoiled in their up-

bringing.
—_——————

Bessie’s Playmate.

(R. R. Fiteh, in ¢ Child’s Hour.")

Upon returning from one of his
voyages Captain Horton brought
home a tame monkey as a pet for
Bessie, his little six-year-old
daughter.

Bessie had nelther brother nor
sister, and Judy, as the monkey is
called, makes a very good playmate.

Both Bessie and Judy enjoy
warm weather most, and have
grand times playing outdoors in
the summer. Judy helps make
mud pies, patting the mud into
little cakes with her hands. &he
loves to swing in the hammock and
climb up into the trees in the yard.

Children think it a treat.to be
asked by Mrs. Horton to spend the
day at her house and play with Bes-
sie and Judy. = To them the mon-
key is the most wonderful pet in
the world.

Judy has a great affection for
Bessie’s doll; in fact, I think she
cares even more for it than does her
mistress.

‘Come, Judy, and go to ride with
Dolly,” Bessie will say, and Judy
will jump into the little go-cart and
hold out her arms for the doll, and
Bessie will wheel her about the
yard with Dolly tightly clasped in
her arms. '

Bessie has a doll’s chair that is
painted bright red. It is just the
right sxze for Judy, and she con-
siders it her property, and carries
it about the house to sit in.

There is mnothing that pleases
Judy more than to have a party.
She helps set the table, then gits in
her chair and eats what is puf upou
her plate, and drinks out of the tiny
china cup, passing it again and
again to be filled.

‘Why, Judy, you mustn’t pass
your cup so often. I don’t get a
chance to eat a thing,’ Bessie will

say; but Judy chatters away as

though telling what a good time
she is having, and her little wrink-
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led face looks so pleased that Bes-
sie stops scolding, and keeps on
filling the cup in the little brown
hand. :

Judy loves candy, nuts and fruit
as much as her mistress does, and
always has a share of the good
things.

She is very curious and wants to
examine every new thing that is
brought into the house, and is
anxious to have every parcel un-
done and every box opened to see
if it contains something that she
likes.

1f there is any one thing in
this world that Judy detests it
is a cat, and she will not al-
low one on the premises. Let a
cat jump upon the fence, or poke
his nose inside the yard, and Judy
ig after him in a minute, and at
sight of the enraged monkey the:
way the cat hustles for home is a
caution,

Judy does not like cold weather,
and although Mrs. Horton has
made some warm woollen dresses .
for her to wear, she sits by the fire
shivering most of the time in win-
ter, and logks so miserable that one
would not suppose she was the
merry little monkay of the summer.

She sleeps in 'a box behind the
stove, and no child ever hated to
go to bed more than Judy does.
When Besgie says, ‘ Come, Judy, it
is bedtime,” the monkey cries and
pleads in every way she knows how
to stay up longer, but Bessie is a
firm little mistress, and always sees
that Judy is abed before she herself
goes.

Every time Captain Horton
comes home he asks Bessie if he
had not better take the monkey
back with him and bring her some
other pet. He only does it to tease

her, for he knows what her
answer will be; and when he sees
Judy’s affection for his little

daughter he thinks that she would

object as strongly as does Bessie at

the idea of their parting.
—_————————

NORTHERN MESSENGER PREMIUMS,

A reliable and handsome Fountain Pen, usually
sold at $2.00, manufactured by Sandford & Ben-
nett, New York, given to ‘Messenger’ Subscrib-
ers for a list of ten subscriptions to \o:thern
Messenger’ at 30 cents each. .

The People’'s Horse, Cattle, Sheep and Swine Doc-
tor. This book xhres a description of the dis-
eases of the Horse, Cattle, Sheep and Swine,
with exact doses of medicine. Usually sold at
$1.00, will be given to ‘Messenger’subscribers for
a mt of seven subscriptions to the l\orthern
Messenger’ at 30 cents each.

BAGSTER S MINION BIBLE,suitable for Chureh,
Sabbath-school or Day School. Each boy and.
girl reader of the ‘Messenger’ should possess
one. Given for five Subscriptions to the ‘Nor-
thern Messenger’ at 30 cents each.

BAGSTER’S LONG PRIMER BIBLE— A hand-
some Bible, gilt edges, with the addition of 807
pages, eentaining the following: Valuable Bible
Heips, Concordance, Alphabetical Index, Maps
and illustrations, with other aids to Bible stud
Given to ‘Messenger’ subscribers for fifteen su E
scriptions to the ‘Northern Messenger’ at
cents each.



