8

NORTHERN MESSENGER.

SCHOLARS’ NOTES.

(From the International Lessons for 1878, by Edwin
W. Rice, as issued by American Sunday-School
Union.)

LENSON XVIIL
Max 5.1 X

THE CAPTIVITY OF JUDAH. (About 686 B. C]
Reap Jor. 521 1-11. Recrre vs, 6, 8.

DAILY READINGS.— M.— Jer. 52 : 1-11. 7'— 2
Kings 25: 1-12. W.—Bzek. 17: 11-21. Th.—Deul.
98: 4758. F.—Lum. 1:1-1l. Sa—FEzek. 24: 1-14.
8.~Luke 21: 20-33.

—c €2
GOLDEN TEXT.—Jerusalem hath greviously

ginned; therefore she is removed.—Lumenta-

tlons 1: 8. !

CENTRAL TRUTH.—The rebellious are pun-
{ished. l
] s %

Conngcrep History.—Nebuchadnezzar took Jerusalem
after a briof slege, B.C. 605, and dethroned Jehoiakim
who was afterward restored to his throne as a vassal;
but his treasures were carried off to Babylon and the
vessels of the sanctuary used ia the temple of Belus-
Daniel and his three companions, with others, were car-
rled into Chaldea. Itig from this period that the com-
mencement of the seventy years’ oaptivity is usually
dated. Eight years later & second detachment of Jews,
numbering ten thousand of the chief people, were brought
to Chaldea. [In this company came the prophet Ezekiel.]
Finally, in 586 B.C.. came the fall of Jerusalem, und the
eaptivity which is the subjeot of our lesson. (This lesson
agrees almost word for word in the Hebrew with 2 Kings
24:1825: 7]

To THE RCHOLAR.—Try to get a clear i%en of the
events whioh led to the Babylonian captivity, Read some
01d Testament history, as Smith’s or Blaikle’s, 1f you can
got access toany. Study the mutual relations of Babylon,
Judah, and Egypt. Mark how, in God’s providence, pro-
phecy was fulfilled and divine justico executed upon the
guilty nation,

NOTR *.—Zed-e-ki’-ah (Justice of Jehovah), last king of
Judah, son of Josiah, brother to King Jehoahaz, half-
brother to Jehoiakim, and uncle to Jehoiachin, He did
that whioh was evil, 2 Kings 24: 19; comp. 2 Chron.
86112, 13; Jer. 87: 2; Ezel 17: 18:19; 21: 25;
reigned 593-588 B. C. His capture by the Babylonians
had been prophesied Jer. 38: 23; Ezek, 12: 13, Neb/-
w-chad-rez'-zar, an older form, found only in Jeremiah and
Esekiel, for Nebuchadnezzar, the second king of Babylor;
reigned 43 years (604 561 B. C.); distinguished for bis
military conquests and for his extension and adornment of
Babylon, His name ooours about ninety times in the
Soriptures, being found in the books of Kings, ( hronicler,
Eara, Nehemiah, Esther, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Danlel,
Bal/-y-lon, the great cajital of the Chaldean monarchy ;
eantained Nebuchanezzar’s palace the wall of which was
six miles in civrcumference ; destroyed by Alexander the
Great 326 B. C. Among the exteusive ruins have been
found many bricks stamped with the name of Nebuchad-
vezsar. Rib'-lak, a oity on the Orontes River, 200 miles
north-east of Jerusalsm. Land of Ha'-math & part of the
great valley of the Orontes, or Cwle-SByria, between the
ranges of Lebanon and Anti-Lebanon,

EXPLANATIONS AND QUENTIONS.

LuasoN Torics.— (I.) REIGN OF ZEDEKIAH.
CAPTURE OF JERUSALEM,
K1AH.

1. REIGN OF ZEDEKIAH. (1.) ZepexiAH, seo Notes;
Hamvrar, King Josial’s wife, whese home was at Lab-
nsh, five miles west of Eleutheropolis. (2.) ALL THAT
JEHOIAKIM HAD DONE, he was a very wicked maun, op-
pressive and cruel, Ezek. 19: B-7, covetous, unjust,
laxurious, bloodthirsty, comp. Jer. 22: 13-17; 26: 20-
23; 86: 23. (3.) REBELLED, he had taken the oath of
allegiance to Nebuchadnezzar. 2 Chron. 36: 13; Ezek.
17: 318,

1. QuesTioNs.—~Zedekiah’s father # Mother 1 Brothers?
Duration of his relgn 1 Charsoter ¥ Give an account
of some of the evil deeds of Jehoiakim, How was
Jehoval’s feeling indicated 1 What aotion ef the

. king ensared his destruction ¥ To whom had he taken

i an oath of allegiance ¥ State the cirournstances.

II. OAPTURE OF JERUSALEM. (This siege was
prophesied by Ezekiel in his exile. Ezek. 21.] (4 ) Nesu-
OHABREZZAR, 8ee Notes; romrts, ramparts. (5.) UNTO
THE BELEVENTH YBAx, the siege was sustained for 18
months, (6.) PAMINE was soRrE, inhuman horrors were
porpetrated in cousequenoce, comp. Lam. 2: 20, 21; 4:
9, 10, and Stanley’s * Jewish Church.” This agreed with
the prophetic annou ts, Rev, 26: 29; Deut. 28:
82-67; Jer. 15: 2; 27:13; Ezek. 4: 16, 17. (7))
XING’S GARDEN, at the mouth of the Tyropwon valley, the
south-east cozner of the clty; BY WAY OF THE PLAIN, over
the Mount of Olives, eastward, toward the Jordan valley.

11. QuesTions.—By whom was the city besieged 1 For

how long 1 Give illustrations from the Lamentations

. ooncerning the terror of the famine. Prediotions that

“* this should be the result of apostasy, The flight was
% at what time ! In which direction }

11, CAPTIVITY OF ZEDEKIAH. (8) PLAINS oF
JenicHo, the Arabah or great plain along the Jordan,
goven miles wido at Jericho, twenty miles north-east of
Jerusalem. (D) RiBran . .., Hamarw, see Notes ; GAVE
JUDGMENT UPON HINM, 88 guilty of rebellion and perjury,
Bzek. 23: 24. (l1,) PUT OUT THE EYES, 4 0OMMON
punishment in the East, fulfilling the prophecy of Ezekiel
12: 16,

11 Questions —By whom was tho fleeing king pur-
gued ¥ Where overtaken 1 Where carried 1 By whom
judged ¥ Fate of his gons ¢ His own punishments |
Propheocies fulfilled

(1L)
(III.) CaPTivVITY OF ZEDE-

What does this lesson teach us as to—

(1) The hcrrors of war

(2 ) The fulfillment of prophecy #

(8) God’s use of the world powers in accomplishing
his purposes ¥

LESSON_' XIX.

May 12.} -
THE CAPTIVES IN BABYLON. [About 605 L. C.1.
ReAp Dan. 1: 8-17. Recire vs. 12, 15.

DAILY READINGS.—M.—Dan. 1 : 8-17. 17.—Dan,
1:117. W.—Gen.39: 1-6. Th—Jud.18: 4-14. F—
Prov. 31: 1-9. Sa.—Prov. 23: 1-8, 29-35. 8.—1 Cor.
9: 19-27. -

. et
GOLDEN TEXT.—A good understanding have
all they that do his commandments.—Psalm
121:4:20:
CENTRAL TRUTH.— Gcd honors them that
honor him.

7 S

Connmoreb Hisrory.—Daniel and his companions were
carried into Babylon after Nebuchadnezzar's first siege of
Jerusalem, about 605 B. C., nearly 20 years before the
flnal captivity of Judah, which was the subject of the last
lesson.

To THE SCHOLAR.—Mark what & good example Daniel
was in piety, temperance, courtesy, studiousness, and
wisdom.

NOTES.—Dan'-i-el ( God my judge), & Jow of noble, and
perhaps royal, birth ; carried to Babylon probably when
about fourteen years old, His name changed to Belte-
shazzar (prince of Bel); oocupied a high position in the
court of three kings, Nebuchaduezzar, Belghazzar, and
Cyrus ; survived during the whole 70 years of the captiv-
ity, and reached the age of nearly ninety years, probably.
Prince of the Eu/-nuchs corresponding to the Kislar dga,
or chief of the eunuchs, among the modern Turks. Mel/-
sar, not a proper name, but a word used with the definite
artiole, and from its derivation meaning ‘‘ overseer over
the drinks’’—i.c., the steward or chief butler. Han'-a-
ni!-ah (God is qracious), whose name was changed to
Shadrach, from Rak, the sun-god. [Note that it was very

| common to give new names to ocaptives. The Hebrow

names signifying Jehovah were displaced by names in
honor of the Babylonian gods.] Mish/-a-el (who is as
@Qod 7) whose name was ohanged to Meshach, from Shak,
the earth-god. 4-ga-ri’-ah (God a helper), whose name
was changed to A-bed’-ne-go—ie., gservant of Nego, the
fire-god. Is. 46 1.

, ASSYRIAN STEWARD OR ‘‘PRINCE OF RUNUCHS”
BEFORE THE KING.
| From a soulpture of Nimroud.]

ILLUSTRATIONS.—d4n Assyrian steward or prinoc of
eunuchs is represented in a soulpture found at Nimroud as
beardless and standing before the king, holding in his
right hand a fan or fly-flapper, and in his other a salver,
on which he has handeda cup of wine to his master. The
salyer has & handle carved in the form of a bird’s head.
Rabshakeh was also a * ohief of the eunuchs? a3 his
name, ‘‘ Rabsaris,” indicates.

EXPLANATIONS AND QUESTIONS.

Lusson Torics.—(L) Dimer’s Pureose, (11) His
Prorosep Teer, (II1,) THE DIVINE APPROVAL.

1. DANIEL’S PURPOSRE. (8.) DanieL, see Notes ; PUR-
prosED, determined, unlike many in captivity, compare
Hosea 0 : 3,4 ; DEFILE HIMSELF, by eating that which
was ceremonially unclean. or of which portions had been
offered to the idol-gods of Babylon, compare Acts 102 14
1Cor. 8: 7, 10; 10: 18-21, 28. (10.) WorsE LIKING,
looking more gloomy and less heslthy, comp. Matt. 6 16;
OF YOUR SoRT, your circle in age and rank; ENDANGER
sy uEAD, death was the penalty for disobedience, and
the passionate and bloody Nebuchadnezzar would be like-
1y to Inflict it.

I. QuestioNs.—Date of the events? Porsons carried
to Babylon? For what purpose? v. 4. Hebrew names
of the four chief ones? Babylonian names given ?
pignifioation of each # Daniel’s determination ! How
might ho defile himself 1 The New Testament rale as
to things offered to idols 1 How was Danielregarded i
v.9. Fear of the prince of:-eunuchs? Grounds for
such fear !

1L HIS PROPOSED TEST. (11.) Marzar, see Notos.

(12.) puLsE TO BAT, * of the seed-fruits”—i.¢, & Vegeta-
ble diet 1n general ; compare Ezekiel 4 : 9; for some of
the vegetables ; WATER To DRINK, instead or wine. (13.)
OUR COUNTENANOCES, our general physical appoarance,

I1. QuesTIoNs.—To whom did Daniel make his propost
tion ! His office I For liow long & time Was the test
to continue i What were they to eat? Meaningof
+ pulse”! Mention some of the vegetables grownin

what comparison was the result to be determined !
How was the proposal recetved #

[I. THE DIVINE APPROVAL.
FATTER, not only their faces, but their bodies generally.
(16.,) TOOK AWAY, N0 TOYE ZAVEe.
wispow, this is God’s gift, bestowed also uwpon Bezaleel,

who ask for it, James 1 : §; VISIONS AND DREAMS, 0Omp.
Num. 12; 16 ; Joseph had a like wisdom, Gen. 40: 12
41: 16, 38.

III. QuesTioNs.—How long was the test continued ?
Appearances of their countenances ! Effect upon the
steward (Melzar)? What was given by God to the
four? What especially to Daniel ¢ similar wisdom
in Jogeph ? How may we get wisdom from the same
source! Do you ask for it? How often and how
earnestly

What facts in this lesson tedch ns—

(1.) That temperance is healthful for body wnd soul ¥
(2.) That one may be godly in the midst of ungoily
surroundings ?

(3.) That wisdom is the gift of God ¢

LESSON XX.
Max 18.]

NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S DREAM. [About 602 B.C.]
Reap Dan.2 : 36-45. Reoire vs. 44, 45,

DAILY READINGS.—M.—Dan. 2: 36-45. T'—Dan.
2: 24-35. W.—Isa. 41: 21-20. Th.—Jer. 27: b-1l.
F—TLuke 1 : €880, Sa—Rev. 11 : 15-19. 8—
Pgalm 72.

s &

GOLDEN TEXT.—There i & God in heaven
that revealeth secrets.—Dan. 2 : 28. |

CENTRAL TRUTH.—The Lord rules in the
kingdoms of men.

7] L)

Coxnectep History,—The events of this Jesson took
place very soon after Daniel and his companions had com-
pleted their three years of training and shown thelr wis-
dom before King Nebuochadnezzar.

To Tur So@orAr.—Form as cleasr a conception as
possible of the various parts of the image seen in Nebu-
chadnezzar’s dream, and from your secular histories learn
something of the four great world-kingdoms indioated,
with their territory, characteristios, duration, and prepara-
tion for the Messiah’s kingdom.

EXPLANATIONS AND QUESTTONS.

Lesson Topics.—(l.) NUBUCHADNEZZAR'S KINGDOM.
(11.) TEREE SUCCEEDING Kivepoms. (IIL) MEss1AB’S
EKingpon.

I. NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S KINGDOM, (36.) WE, Daniel
and his three companions, v. 17 : INTERPRETATION, 0Omp.

‘Gen, 41:18. (37.) KING OF KiNgs, tho geunvral-titho-of

the Oriental sovereigns of the great kingdoms formed by

subduing many weaker kings. Ezra 7: 12; Ezek. 26:7 3

(38.) RULER OVER THEM ALL, God gave man dominion

over all creatures, Gen. 1. 26; Ps. 8:6-8; Heb 2:7, 8;

THIS HEAD OF GOLD, you, a8 the king and representative

of Babylon, * the golden city.” Is. 14 : 4.

1. QuesTtions.—Whom did Nebuochadnezzar first call
upon lo interpret his dream ? Dan. 2:2. Their reply ?
Punishment threatened? Order for their death?
Danlel’s prayert Desoription of the image? vs.
21-35. Nebuchadnezzars title? From whom had
he rdteived his kingdom? How far did it extend ?
Over what oreatures 1 What part of the image did he
represent ¥

II. TUREE SUCCEEDING KINGDOMS. (39.) ANOTHER
riNepox, secular history shows that this was the Medo-
Persian kingdom, which overthrew Babylon twenty-five
years after Nebuchadnezzar’s death ; it extended from
Asia Minor to the Indus, and Included Egypt on the
south ; INFERIOR TO THEE, in antiquity, unity, stability,
wealth, and magnificence, although not 1 territory
and duration; THIRD KiNGDOM OF BRASS, the Macedo-
nian kingdom, by which, under Alexander the Great.
the Persian kingdom was overthrown, 321 B. C.; after
Aloxander's death this was separated Into different
divisions ; RULE OVER ALL THE EARTH, Alexander de-
sired to be culled “ king over all the world,” and
wished there were other worlds to conquer. (40.)
FOURTH KINGDOM (comp. Dan. 7, 8), commentators ditfer
as to this, Three views have been held—(1) That the
fourth kingdom was the Roman (this is supported by the
majority of commentators); (2) that it was the Mace-
donlan kingdom under the successors of Alexander,
Egypt under the Ptolemies, and Syria under the Seleu-
oldm; (3) that the fourth kingdom i3 yetto come. (42.)
PARTLY BROKEN, brittle as earthenware. Comp. Ps.2:9;
Rev. 2: 27. (43.) MINGLE THEMSELVES . . . WITH MEN,
8 great varioty of nations and races were mingled in the
Roman empire by murriage, conquest, and alliance, but
they were not homogeneous, did not oleave one to an-
other,

L. Questrons.—~The kingdom arising after the Baby-
“lonian ? Its extent? The third kingdom ? Under
what king ¢ Its extent? Duration? The fourth
kingdom? State the three opinions. Which view
is sustalned by the majority or commentators?
Characteristics of the tfourth kmgdom ¥ TWwo-
fold composition ? What denoted by fron? What
by elay.? Extent of the Roman empire when Christ
oame ¥

fourth kingdom : Gopo . .

prgTROYED, Dan. 7 : 14, 27; Luke1:33: 1 Cor. 156 :24;
Ps.43:6; Heb.1: 8; Is. 93 7; Rev.11: 15,

extent, (3) of eternal duration. | (45.) THE ¥TONE, V. 84 ;

Babylon. What was their drink to be1 OtherSorip-

ture examples of total abatinende from wine and

liquor ¢ [Deut 29 : 6 ; Samson, Jud, 13: 6 ; compare
Num. 6: 3: John the Baptist, Luke 1: 15]' By

(15.) FAIRER AND

(17.) ALL LEARNING AND

Ex.31: 3,80lomon, 1 Kings 8 : 12, and promised to those

0|
11 MESSIAH’S KINGDOM. (44.) THESE KINGS, of tho | pu
. gET UP A KINGDOM, the Mes-

pinnio kingdom of his Son Jesus Christ ; SHALL i irded

[Notice
that this kingdom 18 (1) of divine origin, (2) of uviversal

Is. 28: 16; Matt. 21: 42, 44, Aots 4: 10. 11; wum

MOUNTAIN, Mount Zion, Is. 2: 2 ; Mic, 4: 2; CERTAIN,
prophetic and will be fulfilled. Dan. 8 : 26.

III. QuesTioNs.—Who would set up a kingdom ¢ How
long to continue ¢ Give Soripture references shewing
that it shall endure forever. Its relation to worldly
kingdoms ¢ What is referred to by *‘ the stone outout
of themountain”? What was broken by it 7 Do you
not wish a part in this everlasting kingdom of God 1
How may we all obtain it ?

How are we taught in this lesson—

(1.) That only God can reveal future events

(2.) That the world-kingdoms, in spite of themselves,
help forward the kingdom of God 7

(3.) That Christ’s kingdom will be everlasting

(4.) That those who have their part in it will enjoy
everlasting life ?

Tre Drray in receiving our campaign map
from the hands of the lithographers has occa-
sioned considerable delay in the mailing of the
last two numbers, and, eveu to the present, there
are some subscribers to whom the maps have
not been sent, With this issue, however, we
expect that every subscriber will have received a
copy of the map, which, we hope, will prove of
value to him. Wae also will have got up to date
in the issuing of the Sunday-school lessons, and
will secure their arrival at least a week before
they are to be taught in the school.

e Skl S

THERE ARE SOME SUNDAY-SCHOOLS which are
opened in the spring but are closed during the
winter. We are pleased to believe that there
are not a large number of them now—although
they have done much good work—and that the
promoters of our Sunday-school work are alive
to the necessity of working at all seasons, in sea
son and out of season. But for the benefit of
schools 80 situated that this is impossible, we
will send them ten MESSENGERS or more, in clubs
to the one address, at the same proportionate
rate as to yearly subscribers. Thus for six
months the price of ten copies of the MESSENGER
tothe one address, would be only $1.25 ; twenty-
five copies, $3.00 ; fifty copies, $7.75 ; one hun-
dred copies, $11.00. Anyone knowing of such
schools as these will oblige us by giving the
name of one of the leading spirits in connection
with each of them, so that we may bring this of-
fer more prominently to their notice.

TWELVE DOZEN FOR A DOLLAR.
[ "W'e have & nmumber of copies of the Mussmx-
gER for January and February of this year on
hand. They will be sold at the rate of twelve
dozen for a dollar. They will not last long.
“ First come, first served.”

)

Errs’s Co00A—GRATEFUL AND COMFORTING -
- “By s thorough knowledge of the natural
laws which govern the operations of digestion
and nutrition, and by a careful application of
the fine properties of well-selected cocoa, Mr.
E]{pn has provided our breakfast tables with &
delicately flavored beverage which may save us
many heavy doctors’ bills. Itis by the judici-
ous use of such articles of diet that a constitu-
tion may be gradually built up until strong
enough to resist every tendency to disease.
Hundreds of subtle maladies are floating
around us ready to attack wherever there isa
weak point. We may escape many 2a fa‘ta.l
shaft by keeping ourselves WBI!. fortified w’l’th
pure blood and & properly nourished frame.”—
Civil Service Gazette.—Sold Oﬂ%in Packets
lubelled—* Jamzs Epps & Co., Homomopathic
Chemists, London, Eng.
—
subscribers to this paper will
find the date their subscrip.
tion terminates printed after
the name. Those expiring at
the end of tke present month
will please have the remit«

tances mailed in time.
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