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TIIE GLAD NDW YEAR.

With thc whmlmg u.nd drifti ing of snows,

Comes breathless, the wild New Year, -
While bitter the North wind blows = -
- O'er theficlds thatliestark and drear.

Yet Hope is alight in hercyes
- Asshoe looks from Lhe heart of the storm,
" “IZarth sleeps in her shroud,” she eries,
** But the life in her breast is warn.

.

“Deathisbuta drcn,m of the night,
‘And the hymn of joy is begun,
Tor slowly secking the light; *
The great globe turns to the sun.

*BBehold, I will bring delight
In place of the darkness and cold
Safe nnder the meadows so white
Is hiding the buttercup's gold.

,

“Phe blush of the sweet-briar rose,
Where is it treasured to-day ?

I will call it from under the snows | |
To bloom on its delicate spray,

I will fling all the flowers abroad,
Andloose in the cchoing sky

The beautiful birds of God,
'To carol their rapture on high.

‘*And the smmmer’s splendor shall reign
In place of tho winter's dearth,

Iler color and music again

. Shall gladden the patient earth,

** Look but with cyes that are pure

On the gifts inmy hand that lie, -
And your portion of bliss is sure )

In the beauty no wealth can buy.”
1Iavk to ﬁho New Year's voico . ‘ )

Through tho murk of the winter drear; .
O children of men, rejoice

At the tidings of hope and cheer! -

_ [0} AZN Tm\\’an.
-——Q—— .

'ONE SUND -&Y EVD\TIN G

'BY MRS. J’E’\’\’II} M D CO\hLI\

It was a stormy Sunday evening in the
country ; there had been no- chareh- going
all day ; early in tho evening. a Suuday
weariness fell upon everybody

The house was full, as to-morrow would,
be Christmas, and cousins had gathered
from near and far. Twenty grown people
were seated at tho supper table ; the seven
children had n table to themselves.

4T wish thexe was ‘such a thing as
Sunday gnme,’ " exclaimed Mildred.

¢ That's “wicked,” 1ebul\ed her Iittle-
sister, shocked, -

oo \Io, it is not,” replied Mildred; réason-
ably.
hielp me and send mo to bed glad.”

¢ 'As ifthere werenotsucha tlunrr for Sun-
day.” was somebody’s indignant reJomdel
 That is what Sunday is for; to send us to

o not wxsh to be simply reccp-'

tive I'ivish to be commumcatu e,” Mxldred

‘¢¥plained.

*That i is the commnnd ” s'ud tho ynuncr‘
minister, 'md it; certamly holds good for
Sunday ovening. “ And may I su«gesb how "

“Qlt, do! do 1 c'm'erly chorused r:.-
lieved voices,

I thouglit it was wicked: to go to bed
so carly,” observed. Barbara, " s bas I
couldn’ tind anything wew to Tend.”

“Then c\'elybocly “who wishes to *com-| -

muniedte,’ get paper and pencil. and seat
himscifand herself atthe dining-roomtable.

Peoplo:who have nothing to give, and all

things tu get, may m:\kc & su:(md row and
listen.”

It was fifteen mmutes before
mumcutuxsmd the listeners wore ‘seated
in the dining-room, * The young inisser

smiled whon he foundthat the oldest people |

in the house had placeil. themselves in tho
audience ; in the church-in-the- house, was
it the young'’ who were aggressive, cager
for wml\, anxious 'tu do good. :md to coni:
munieate . .

- +¢Theold foll¢ must be stirred - up 7 he
said to himsell 5 and per]mps ‘this. pl.m of
his would be’ ono way to do it.

¢ Now what shall we do, Cousin Dn.v1d? !
“Mv mmd isas bl.mk
is my half sheet of paper.”

e ..

‘[ farmer in- the uudmnce
‘tean drop o seeds”

again.,
for the end of things, and crowded around

1 body would do something.

‘eome into -your mind.’

“T mean something to Lcsb me and:

the com- |

244 T wish each of you to do this,” he snid,
standing, with pencil uplifted in his rwht
hand. ¢ Writé on your hulf sheet of paper,
as' nnt:umlly and easily as you can, any bit

‘Jof the experience of your life, anything

remembered. from your reading, nnythmw

= |'you. hdappen to think of at tho moment;”

}anything that has helped you, anything to
‘| help your nel(rhbor,-nny su(mestwn, any
-| question.”

remarked the
“ But auybodv

: “Tlm.t; ‘covers acres,’

The half-hour was ﬁlled with swift-mov-

‘| ing and slow-moving peneils, ¢jaculations,

the sound’ of - paper torn into bits, then
somebody in hope, or indespair, berrmmnn'
The children grew tired of w. .utm"

grandmotherin they parlor for Bible studies;
then grandmother was summoned to listen,
Young pastor David stoed at the cud of
the long table, with the sheets and half
sheets of note- paper arranged in his hand,
and glanced around at the e\pcct.ml taces.

T wish I had such faces cvery Sunday,™
he remarked ; *‘ and I could have, if every-
- There wro no
aames signed, 50 none of you need be too
Afraid of 1 lmvmn vour heart too wide open.”

He read dlstmct]y, and interest deepened
with cach paper :

“God ‘says: ‘I know the things that
That makes me
Mraid, for I'let things come into my mind
that T would not tell anybody ; plans, and
air-castles, and thoughts—hateful thoughts

—about people. And T am glad, too; for
he knows how repentant T am, better than

4 T ean tell him.”

Without comment he opened another
iolded sheet :

¢ Christ left two promises to the world ;
she coming’ of the Holy Ghost, and hisown
coming again, I néver thought before to-

aight that cither of tho two promises makes
nuch.difference to me : I should not have,
shought of them now, but that I tried to
rermember s'omething» nmy Sunday-school
| teacher said, and I thought of that. Tam
ashamed "that such - wonderful - promises
make so little” difference in my life. I
lon’t mean to cxcuse nyself, but I ivould
iike to ask a hundred people.and .see how
many h'we thought of one or both of them
to-day.”

CIPm M cJ.wuLtbed gmndhbher,
haven’s.” -

David read :

**T donot think I slnll be so sel[’sh]y
glad in heaven (glad that T am there) that
T shall forget people and things T have cared
about on earth; and if-I do remember
and speak to the Lord about .them, will
that be praying? Perhaps I may remem-
ber some prayer (for soniebody) he had riot
answered the day I died. There may be
anothername foritin the heavenlyspecch,”

For.some reason ol Aunt Phebe’s eyes
filled. Duvid read on: .

* One night at bed.ime I was too tired
to read my usual chapter in the Bible, and
I told father. e said that often he would

rather think of Christ thin of any word he
had qpolxcn‘ just as one would love'to be
with one’s dearest friend when one was too
tired to talk, or listen, .md Christ under-
stoad, as.the friend did.’ '

* That's true,” responded mvahd cousin
Tane.

“The Lord e\pected Paul to work, and
work hard, with his thornin the flesh, and
Paul did not caution  Timothy about doing

“I

‘too much . beeause of his often infirmities.
- Barnest, ]mpcful work hielps to heal mind

and boc'ly

** God meant to send Tsanc and JdC()b
into the,wm-ld and’ yeb they had “to be
prayed  for, “And so had S.Lmson, and
Samuel and John the Baptist, * Human
prayers .are ono. of the forees God works
with., TPrayer wasthie foreruniner.”

A smilltrinl'reveals whether one has
faith or'not as.cértninly dis a straw shows
wluch way the wind blows.” '
¢ David prayed: ‘Let my prayer be sct

forth beforo thee as mcense, and. John in-
thoisle of Pntmos. inhis vision of he.wcn,.

snw the pmyms of 1111 samts oﬂ'ered w1bh
' | small silver “coins, which are usually be-

incense.’
* Sombody smd the other dny thab the

world was full ofsin, and old -Mrs. R.mkm :

said thero was moro: gracg’ than sin in the
world, aAnd it provoked, (1u1to a discussion,
but she ended it with® "quoting : . ¢ Sin
abounds, but. grace much more’ ‘abounds.’”?

““I'ml ejaculated gmndhther again,

way worth doing.”

proceed from house to: house.

“Thaletter a. dear saint wrote, and I
copied it : ‘I rejoics in doing ‘nothing if
nothing be thy will for me, Dut until thou
dost show me that- Tothing is thy will for
me, I may hopé that- somethmo is, and
seek that something.’ “That helped me,
because I don’t want to keep still :md do
nothing, until I must.”

“The Lord’s way is not only the- best-

way, but it is so busb tlmb t]lele 1s no.other

“Something runs in my head and keeps
out ever ythmfr else:
Don’t be sorrowful, darling,
Don’t be sorry, 1 pray,
For taking tho year together, my dear,
~ 'I'here isn’t more mght, than doy.”

“It is said of Jesus: ¢ When Jesus heard
that ;’ but he kuew it befors he heard ;:
and to hear, yet some one had to tell hun.
I think he likes to be told things.”

“T used to be afraid of Satan until I
read that the devils could not even enter
into the swine until they asked Jesus mxd
got his permission—I read about it to-day.’

Tt came to me with a great shock when
Tlearned that Christ l:elh,d men’s bodies
according to their faith, and did not at the
same time heal theiv souls. One wan wist
not who it was that healed him. That
seems more sad than not being healed—
onlv God keeps on.doing where he has be-
"un

*The only thing we know about blind
Bartimeus after he rez.elved his sight is tlmt
he followed Jesus.’

And this-was the last thought in Mil-
dred’s mind when she ** went to bed glad.”
—Adrance.

—_————

NEW YEARS IN RUSSIA.

The first day of the new year in Russin
might be called the children’s time, for it
is ushered in by all sorts of pmnl\s playeéd
by the smallboy. On New Year’smorning
the sun isscarcely visibleabove the eastern
horizon ere the young bouys of the village
sally forth on mlschxef bent. It isa great
day for them, and they make the most of
the occasion. Itiscustomaryfor theyouths
to form into groups, und, with their pockets
well filled with dried pease and-wheat,
The. dOOI’Sl
of the houses are never bolted, and the boys
are thus enabled to enter wmhuut dxstzul b-

ing the inmates.

The peas and wheat are very significant
emblems. The former are used to arouse
from their slumbers thase persons who in
aniy way have incurred the enmity of the
boys. They are sometimes thrown with
such force and in such numbers ns to cause
tho operation. to be a very painful one.
This, of ‘course, affords the throwers the
greatest amusement. The sleeper, thus
sudduﬂy awakened, -feels like_ chastising
his tormentors, bub when he remewbers
that it is New Year's morn, and that it is
the youngsters’ day, he joins in the laugh
against himself, :md turns over for another
nap. “The whent is more gentle in its
effects, and is tried onfriendsonly. Thus,
at the very beginning of the year, the
children show their lxl\es and dislikes, and

cach individual is gwt.n to- understand
whether he isregarded in thelight of friend
or foe. This custom is exclusiv ely the
privilege of thesyoung people. -

Larly in the [day tlie ll.mdsmm,st horse
of which the village boasts is brought out,
and its trappings are gayly decorated with
overgreens and berries. Thus adurned,
itis led to the house of the nobleman, fol-
lowed by the pea and wheat shooters of
thie carly morning. ° On the door being
opened, the horse is led into the pulor
where ‘the family assémble to admire his
glossy coat and fondle him. The noble
animal reccives the-caresses of the family
with the greatest solemnity, while ho gazes
about Lim with a proud air, as if he under-
stood that the occasion was a memorable
one.. This is the greeting of the peasants,
old'and young, to their lord and master,
The origin - of this custom is-shrouded in
mystu‘y but it s supposul to date from
Biblical times. “The persons who enter the
house with the ‘horse are rewarded with

stojved by the children of the housghold.
Next comes a procession of real animals,
such'as tho ox, cow, goit, and-hog: led by
children. .- Theso ¢uadrupeds; Tike the
horse; are, decorated: ith evergreens and
berries.- - They do moet -entér, but pass

slowlyin front of the' houso, that the master |

- sues a wild ch.ne, in which all the children -

‘[ American youth,: for -he’ flequently pro-

| bird from under the arm of-o

‘religious liternture

‘hand of - God.

and his ﬂum]y m'n.y view the strzmnrc pro-
cession. from the windows. Then.' Id
women appcnr, bringing the dlﬁerenb barn.
yard fowls, whicli- are also decked’ with -
evergreens ‘and berries.. ‘Theso are in-
tended us ‘présents for the niaster. The
noise made by the feathered: tribe ns-they:
are éarried.into the house isnlmost deéafen-
ing. - It occasionally. happens that some of
the birds make their ‘escape,’and thén en-

of the village j join. = The Russian sinall boy
is no different in this “Fespect’ from the

natching a
of the old
women and setting it free fortho purposo:
of having the \'lll'we urchins -chase- it,
Thisis e lplt.ll fun, and the chlldzen eu]oy
it very much.-

The peasants are very superstltlous, and
believe that the miraclo of the -feast of
Cana’ of Galilee can be repeated, if the
people ouly have faith, as the old year
ushers in the new. ~ At precisely the mid-
night hour, or as nearly as the clocks of the
village reckon that time, men, wowen, and
children stand round a large jar filled with
water which they .m\wusly watch to see
if it will turn into wine. Year after year
the same performance is: enacted, and al-
ways with the same result.

A superstition indulged in by young
girls sorm aftér the advent of the new year
is to place a looking-glass between two
lighted eandles, and sit looking into it until
the face of the future husband of each is
revealed to her, - A trick of the imugina-
tion does the rest, and the young girl is
happy.

The second day of the new yearis de-
voted to puying visits, a pleasure- whicli
the children share with their parents. : The
visiting over, parents and children sepa-
mte—thc older- people to enjoy themselves
in their own way, and the young people to
fullow their example—both parties usunlly
indulging in sleigh-riding.

~The young folks nlways try to get: be-
yond the reach of the older people. -Dur-
mg the attempt many ludicrous scenes
oceur. . For instance, the village youths
and maidens, in their wild efforts to geb
beyond the reach of . parental control,. fre:
quently have their sleighs upset, when a
general seramble ‘ensues, and the vclncles
are-righted amid much merriment. This
amusement concludes the holiday season,
and the next day the villagers, young and
old, .return to their oxdmmy pursults —
Countess Nm raikow.

o .

BIBLE STUDY.

Be faithful in Biblo research. A great
many goud books arc now comingout.
We cannot read half of them. At every
revolution of the printing press they are
coming. They cover our parlor tables, and
are -in our sitting-rooms and libriu'ies.
Glorious books they are. We thank God
every day for the work of the Christian .
printing press. But I lave thought that
perhaps the followers of Chirist sometimes
allow this religious literature to take their
attention from God’s Word, -and that there
may not be as tnuch Bible reading as there.
ought to be.

How is that w ith your own, experlence?
Just caleulate in your minds how imuch
¢ you have read during
the'y yéir, and then how laree a portum of
the Word of God you have ) read, and:then
contrast the two and answer within your
own soul-'whetheér you are giving more
attention to the books that were written by
the hand of man or that written by the
Now,” you go to the
drug store and you get the mineral watevs ; -
but you have noticed that the waters are
not so fresh or sparking or healthful as
when you get these very waters a Sardtogn
and Sh.u(m—-gettmv them right’ whero:
they bubble from the rock. And I havo
noticedd the same thing in regard to- the
truth of the Gospel ; whilo there is goud
deal of rofveshment and health oE the
Gospel of God as it comes throughigood
books, I find it'is better when I. come'to
the eternal rock of God’s Word and drink
from “that fountain that bubbles upifresh
and pure to the life and rofreshing of the
soul, ——D;. Tuhnaqe

-.--——0_.__

vokes this ‘sport by sudden]

II‘ \ ou W\\r to help the Lord in your
own f.mx)y don’'t scold much.




