. .THE SIGNED, AGREEMENT. .
: desponding state: of mind ‘some  time-ago,
. when a man aroused' me from my gloomy
.give me a lift 7 I've walked migh on to
- L get home.,”
' finding him of an open and ingeniouscoun-
- tenance, I said, “By all means, my good man,
.word by the wayside that should result in
' Jiis blessing.”
1.

“weather 1" for the wind was bitterly cold.

.to take lives at H—— I and my missus
. thought I had better s¢e’ to it at once, and

“heavens ¥’

in the new house 7’ I asked.

-dering at my apparent ignorance.

my mark, as I ean’t write very well,” he
sreplied, ‘

~under certain conditions, and signed to it.
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I was driving over our rugged hillsin a

thoughts by calling’out, * Will yer honor

twenty miles, and have got eight more afore

Looking him squixrél& in the face, and

come up into the trap,” at the same fime
inwardly praying I might be able to drop a

* ¢ You are a stranger in these parts 1 5aid
“ What brings you over the hills in this

“]'m going to change houses, or I want
to, and as the Jandlord of the house I want

get the ’greement paper signed, as there’s
only a fortnight to Christmas.” -

“So you believe in making things as sure.
as'you can P said I - :

“ Well, yes ; you see, sir, we had agreed
by word o’ mouth, but I thought he might
run, word afore Lady Day, but ’tis all right
now ’tis signed to,” said he with evident
satisfaction, :

“What about that other house you h
had notice to quit P’ I asked.

“ QOther house P’ said the man, with great
astonishment. “I' don’t rent more than
.one ; leastways, I don’t live in more than
one,” ' .
“ Qh yes you do,” I said. *You live in
two houses. One made of bricks and wmor-
tar, the other of flesh and blood—your body.
Where are you going when you leave that?
Have you a building of God, eternal in the

he, “thatls

ave

.

““I'm'afraid I have not,” said

just what I want, but I’'m afraid’ ’tis too |

late.”? .

¢ No,”” said I, “it is not, I can assure you
it 13 just the right time, for now is the ac-
cepted tite, the day of salvation. But
why do you thiuk it is too late 7’ I asked.

“\Vhy, sir,” he véplied, “it was nigh on to
eighteen years ago any one spoke to me as
you bave on thy subject, and then.my mo-
ther lay dying, and she made me promise
I would turn to God and meet her in
heaven. I promised her but I’ve never kept
‘it, and I’m afraid °tis” too late,” aud ke
scenied deeply moved.

“No,” said I, “it’'snot too late, for ‘to-day
Jif ye will hiear his voice,’ is God’s word, and
God desires your salvation, and has made
every preparation for it, and nothing re-
wnins but for you to accept it.” o

“T wish I could be sure of it,” he said,

“rfow are you sure you are going to live

“Why, *tis signed to,” said the man, won-

“ Who signed to it 7 1 again asked.
“ Why, the -both of us; leastways I put

“ The landlord agreed to let the hotse

‘Was that it 7 I asked. .
© % Yes sir.” ’

“Did his signing make you a tenant "’ .
I had to sign as well,” he replied.

“Just so,” said' L. “ God has agreed to
‘give everlasting life, to certain individuals,
‘becanse of certain conditions having been
Sfulfilled by lis -Son, and has signed to i,
‘by raising im frow: the dead—for He was
‘delivered for our offences, and raised again
for--our- justification,” and he has further
‘given proof of His willingness and power
by sending’ the' Holy Ghost to -~ convince us
of the teath,. .. Now: just as your agreement
required .your, sighature to put-you into
possession, so.God’s agreement reqaires your
signature “'to pive | you the benefit, for ‘he
that hath yeceived His testimony hath-set to
his seal that.God is true ;’in other words, he
that believeth whar God says accepts the,
:£ift of salvation, ‘hath everlasting life.’”
© #Isitlike that ?’snid the astonished man,

havlifted his eyes to heaven, .as the teais
coiuirsed down his cheeks, and’ said aloud,
“Q God, Ido accept Thy blessed Son as my
Saviour. . I will sign the ‘greement.: Thou
liast. promised to give éverlasting life to
those who believe. ‘I do believe, ﬂraise
God !” and turning to' me he said, “Oh, sir,
I never felt so happy in my life. I shall

“{have good news to tell’ my wife to-night.”

I'got him to repeatseveral texts of Scrip-
:ture ere I parted from him (as he could not
iread), which lie learnt, and on leaving he
’gra.spéd my -hand.with both his, saying, -
%.God bless you, sir, I shall have to thank
/God to all eternity for my ride in this trap.
iBelieve me, sir, when I put my fooc on the
step of your trap I felt as I had never felt
For cighteen yeaxs before. - I thought to my-
self, “That man’s a Christian—like my mo-
ther.” My first step on your trap was my
first step toward heaved, and if we never
meet, on earth we .shall meet - there, sir.

motice to _quit comes: to me”—striking his
breast—*“I have a better house sire and cer-
tain above, for ’uis signed to.” .

' I have never met him since, but I believe
Ishall meet himin heaven, 'Ineed scarcely
say Ireturned that day to the “plants and
hedges” with a joy somewhat akin to the
““joy among the angels,” feeling that, though
but a simple conversation, God could, and
did, use it to his glory. Many sach souls

| are to be found all round us; they are just

waiting to be spoken with, and pointed to

King,” will He not give them the right
thing to do at the right time? Infinitely
better for us to he satisfied to do “the next
thing” God gives us-than to be deploring
our inability to do the thing He sees fit to
appoint to our neighbor.

morial that no language can possibly excel,
and the opportunity of gaining such a re-
ward lies- within the reach of every one of
the King’s servants, . May the Lord help us
to “go and do likewise,” for

- Inthig¢little whilo” doth it matter,
" Aswe work, and we watch, ard we walt,
. If we're filling the place He assigus us,
_ Belts gervice small or great ?
There’s & work for me and & work for you,
Something for each of us nuw 1o do,

—WV. Jd. H. Brealey, in Word and Work.
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PATCH.

“Here eomes Rags and Pateh, Holloa,
rag-man, here’s a bargain for you,” and the
scholars just set free from study hours clus-
tered around a little boy, whote coat was
patch upon patch, and a girl whose thin pink
calico dress did not keep out thelkeen March
wind.
Dick and,Celia Bennett were the children
of aman who had set outinlife with bright
hopes, and for a time he bravely ran his
race, but, oh, lis love of drink had dimmed
all those hopes, made weak the strong arm,
and. blurred his m.oral senses. Now, the
sunuy, cosy home was gone ; the father did
little but drivk and doze ; the mother, by
washing, barely kept a shelter over their
heads, while Dick and Celia often went hun-
gry as well as ragged. »
“Arn’t they handsome, though? Mabel
Rand, don’t you want the pattern of that
hood ?” said Roy Gordon, a buy of twelve.
“ Wouldn’t they make *illigant’? scare-.
crows to keep the birds away from Pat
Flynn’s cherry trees and raspberry bushes ?
Let’s tell the old man to_engage them for
the season,” said another. o,
The group of well-dressed littie girls
should have been pitiful toward the shy
Celia who stood shivering and cowering in

| their midst, bt they, sad to say, helped to

tease and torture the children.
“I think they arealmost a disgrace to our
school. Mother says we ought to be very

little miss.
“Suppose we see what this coatis, or

don, and he thrust his fingersinto a rent and
coolly tore of one of the patches, -

. “Ol, pleasedon’tdo that., Mothersat up
late last night to wash and mend Dick’s
coat,” sabbed little Celia.

£ Hadn’t you better inquire where your
most honorable daddy is, and what his occu-
.pation is'at the present time #”’ sneered Roy
Gordon. At this Dick’ ceased his sobbing,
stood up straight, and looked directly at
Roy and Mabel L

*Yes, Roy, perhaps I had better go to
your father and ask him where mine is,  If

“then by God’s help I'11 sign to it now "
-Ard as we drove along the country lane

he doesn’t know I'm sure Mabel can tell
me. Many nights haye Celia and I gone at

Il

iAnd” now, sir, I've 1o fear whenever'the

Jesus, If the “potters” but dwell “with the.

“She hath done what she could” is a me-.

midnight to bring him home, for, wretched
.and poor as be is, our mother loves him yet
‘and rent us to guide himhome. We usually
igo to Mr. Gordon’s first, If not there, we
‘always, find him at Mr, Rand’s.: It isn’t al-
ways. easy for me to love my father, ’cause
‘he drinks 8o hard and lets mother work so
‘hard, but it is said, ¢ Woe unto him that
rputteth the bottle unto his neg bors’ lips.’
Celia and I are ragged, I know, but, thank
:God, our clothes are not bought with blood-
money. . I'd rather go hungry and shabby
‘than dresg grand with money taken from
poor families. My father was'a gentleman,
Who made him what he is? Mabel Rand
and Roy Gordon; I'd rather be Celia and
me than either of you,” and Master Dick
led his sister toward their poor home, |
“Bravo !’ cried the crowd that had col-
lected, and the well-dressed children were
glad to leave the place. When Dick got
home hig anger was'gone. He laid bis head
on his mother’s lap and told his story.
Little comfort could-the poor woman give.
Her poor;husband was so weak, and temp-

| tations everywhere. Many homes, once

hnll)py aud _blest, are now ag desolate as

spare the feelings of the drunkard’s poor,
sulfering children ; make their woes lighter,
if we can 3—Selected. ‘ ‘

——————

FRUITFUL LABOR.

Not quite a year ago ona of the colpor-
teurs of the American Bible Society was
‘selling his books in the outskirts of the city
of Buenos Ayres—not in those parts where
the wealthy have their villas, but where the
laborer raises vegetables for the market,
and where some Who are unable to pay city
rents {ind shelter in their own huts. Having
sold'a Bible in one of those hiumble homes,
the colportenr asked permission to pray.
‘While thus engaged the child of a neighbor,
to whow guch a scene was quite extraordin-
ary, stood at the doox, and no sooner had
he concluded than she ran home and told
what she had seen. Her father had former-
ly occupied the post of coustable, but the de-
feat of his political party in the revolution
of 1880 threw him out of employment.

cavefulabout our playmates,” said a haughty |.

1ather was, made. of at first,” said Roy Gor- |

to seek help of God, and he sent the child
to call the colporteur there. "On entering
the liouse, the colporteur was told that he
had been sent for to pray, to see if God
would not lelp them out of their difficul-
ties.. After prayer and some good counsel,
in which he urged the man to pray himself,
the colporteur withdrew. Theunusual cir-
cumstance made a deep impression on his
mind, and it was nct long before he found
his way back. The interest spread, and
several of the neighbors bought books,
Repeated visits fanned the flames till a
prayer-meeting was established, which has
resulted in the conversion of eight persons,
some of whom give good evidence of the
genuineness of their profession by their
change of life. - . e

The man who asked prayersin order that
he might be relieved from: temporal dis-
tress, first found spiritual comfort and after-
ward  temporal aid, For some three
months he has filled the post of sub.consta-
ble in a rising. country town, where he lets
his light shine on the surrounding darkness.
Through him religious meetings have been
commenced. On three occasions some of
the Christian workers *have been out from
the city.to assist in this work at his request.
Mich, Chats.” Advocale: v

: E
AWORD IN SEASON, HOW GOOD IT IS,

, BY MBS, BELL V. CHISHOLM,
“For it isappointed unto ali men once to.

die, but after death the judgment.”

a single verse among a score of others, but
to shy Bessy Hildreth it was a real cross.
She; had just come. out on the Lord’s side,

could have given her courage to open her
meeting. Frightened at her own trembling

where she sat, and wished, oh, so fervently,
that she had not attempted tos
‘Had she not been trying to stifl the wild
beating of her own heart, she would have
noticed the startled look that came into a
pairof dark eyes just opposite her. Ah,

poor little, timid Bessy, could you have

Celia’s and Dick’s. . Shall we not all try to

Three years of inactivity had reduced him|.
.[to tlic-greatest extremity. AN human aid
‘| having < failed “him; “it;"oceurred- to -him
on hearing the report of bis little daughtef, | -

zah.

1t was but « small thing, this repeating of |

and’only the fear -of denying her Master
lips' inthe little Sunday evening prayer- |-
tonés, sheshrauk closer into the dark corner |.

eak at all, |-

known that it:was this very tremor in your
voice that fastened the attention of careless’
Duncan Forbes on. the: solemn. words: you-
uttered; you -would not have longed to.re-
call .them, or :to have' vainly. wished : the,
unsaid, v L el 0 Tl i

- Paor; light:hearted Duncan had been-fa-
miliar."with the text from childhood, -and:
had it-not been for the quivering lips that
repeated the: words to-night, it would have
been unheeded, as were the thirty other,
verses that had been spoken in his hearing,:
Hymns were sung, and fervent prayers- as-
cended to heaven, before the meeting closed,
but Duncan héard nothiny, exceps the ter-:
rifying words, “After death, the judgment,”.
Tn the silence of his own chamber, the verse.
still rang in his-ears, and when he courted
sleep, visions of the great white throne passed

vividly before him. The moriing light
brought no sweet peace, neither gid the

business of the 'day. dispel the gleom that
had settled upon his spirits, He read his
Bible, and tried to pray, but “iwenty-one:
years of sin and folly passed in solemn re-.
view before him, appalling him with their
magnitude,and utterly choking the petitions:
already formed in his heart. : o

Almost in déspair, he slipped quictly into,
the prayer-meeting the next Suuday even-
ing, and befnre its close he startled the little.
praying bunl by requesting them to iuter-
cede for him at tbe Throne of Grace. He.
stated what lad caused his awakening, aud
huutbly asked for aid and direction, Be-
fore the close of tliat memorahle meeting he
had found restto hissoul, With the love
of Jesus fresh in his heart he persuaded
others, bis dear companions and friends, to.
seek the one thing mneedful. . Soun souls
were auxiously inquiring the way heaven-
wardp and a precious revival, such as ‘the
village of Melville had never cnjvyed, ful.
lowed, and in the end, more than sixty new
converts dated their new life to Bessy Hil-.
dreth’s faithful performance of duty.” “In-
‘the morning sow thy seed, and in the even-.
ing withhold not thy hand,for thow knowust
not which shall prosper,”—8, S. Times.

Question Corner.—No. 6.

.BIBLE QUESTIONS,
- A~ DISFINGUISHAED.- COMMANDER ..tizaas| |-
This commandér’ was distinguished in|]:
several wdys, First by his age, - He was?[]:
eighty years old hefofe ischief battles hegan.” ||
Next, by his exploits, ' By a succession of
these he alurost destroyed one nation and or.
ganized another. Thirdly, by his weapons: -
His only visible instrwment in_achieving:”
these victories was a picce of wood. Fourth-:
ly, by his mistales. - Before he was asked,
he wanted torun; when he was asked he
could scarcely be persuaded to niove.” Laitly,
by his disinterestedness. He wiilingly gave
place to a successor who, in one most im-
portant respect, was to do more than him-
gelf. * Give the name of this commander ;
and justify all that is said of him here,
BCRIPTURE ENIGMA.
1. A village near Jerusalen, often visited
by our Saviour. -
2. The name o
prophet. . . I;. S .
3. That period when Solomon admonishes
all to remember their Creator. .
4. The place wherea king sought the ass-
istance of g witch. *
5. The name of a coppersmith mentioned
in 8t. Paul’s Epistle to Timothy.
" 6. One of the,sons of Methuselah,
7. An exceedingly strong man mentioned
in the 0ld Testameént, C .
8, The Israclitigh king who besieged Tir-

f a bold and dauntless

9. A angient city of Italy. . :
~10. A young man who was restored to
life by the apostle Paul, .
" 11, ‘The nanie -of a cave where David hid
bimself from:Saul.

12. The kifg who caused Daniel to be put
into a den’oftlions. - . .
13, One of:the numerous articles that
Soloinon brought from Egypt. e

The initials constitute a call to duty,
ANSWERS TO BIBLE QUESTIONS IN No, 4,
J. Sheba. .28am. 20, 21, 22..
2 Jonnthan'and Ahimaaz, 2 Sam 17, 17, 2L,
8. In Troas, "Acts’16 8, 0 ~
4. In Ephesus.. Acts 19,23, 27. .
. “*SCRIPTURE ENIGMA. : :
Laodecen, ;Achan, - Korah, Ell, Olives, Feolix
Goshen, Abal: Lazarus, Ishimaelites, Levites,
‘Bden, Egypi.<=LAKE oF GALILEE,

CORRECT ANSWERS RECEIVED

Correct answers have been recelved from

Albert Jesse French, George Garbutt and Lillle
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