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.and " to resurcct," but what arc we to say
when wc find among the list that most happy
expression "to elittle," and that indispen-
sable term "shortage "?

On scveral occasions the Arclbislop shows
signs of professional prejudice. le falls
fouil of the Renaissance as a return from
Christian to Pagan Art. Although lie lias
Mr. Ruskin for an ally in this, we must enter
our protest ngainst his canon of criticisn.
Art is a world by itself, Christianity, Pagan-
isii, are accidents to it, and arc not in any
way essential to its wcll-bcing. It cxists in
a diffcrent sphere altogether from religion,
and its re-birth is happily so tcmed from the
fact that under the lcading of the great
Italian master-mninds the rccently discovered
Greek statues, and the human form itself,
then first became the models of excellence
and the exemplars of study instead of the
angular impossibilities of the early Christian
Schools of Sculpture. Naturally enough,
Modern Science also cornes in for a rap over
the knuckles. Sometimes (as at page fifty-
one of English, Past and Present) Darwinism
is disnissed with a phrase, barely covering
the sneer that is too plainly intended. We
are told that, in the case of words at least,
the rule as ta the "survival of the fittest "
does not always obtain. An interesting lec-
ture inight be written on this text, showing
how persistently a wrong meaning is forced
upon a scientific theory, on account of the
want of precision in the catch-word by which
·that hypothesis is generally known to the
vulgar. Every ortliodox opposer of the doc-
trine of development is prepared to prove
that throughout the realn of nature, whether
we look at men, emotions, morais, or words,
the absolutely fittest does net survive, but on
the contrary a lower type often supplants the
higlier. This achieved, there is a îlourislh of
trumpets over the defeated hypothesis. It is
however a hollow triumph, a triumph of
words and not of facts. The position which
was intended ta be assailed remains intact,
for it does not rest upon the survival of the
absolutely fittest, but of the fori whicli is
fittest in relation ta its surrounding circum-
stances. It is abundantly plain that in many

cases the lower type of man or of word will
be best fitted to survive and will survive
accordingly. Given a convict settlement,
with Shakespeare and the slang dictionary
for its sole litcrary pabulum, and one can
prophcsy very easily whcther the poet's or
the pick-pockets' phrases will have succumb-
ed in the struggle for existence aftcr a fcw
ycars; and which parts of the dramatist will
have contributed a few words to the roguc's
vocabulary. HamIlct's language May bc the
noblest and fittcst for men and angels, but a
few low words out of Pericles, or a curse or
two fromi the lips of Caliban, will have ap-
provcd themselves as fittest for a community
very far removed from being angels or cven
men.

It will be readily understood then, that
Trench dismisses the "urang-utang " thcory
of man's developmcnt as incapable of satis-
factorily explaining the grov.ti of language.
It could hardly have been expectcd that lie
would have donc otlherwise, but none the lcss
mîay we venture to predict that no conplete
hypotliesis will ever be framned that will ex-
plain everything so thoroughly as that which
supposes the slow and natural growth of
nar's body, mind, moral qualities, eniotions
and language from a creature, low it may be
in its actual attainments and functions, but
mysteriously great in its God-given capacities
for improvement and progress.
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It is nat necessary for Mr. Blakiston ta in-
form us, as he does in his preface, that his
manual is the result of twenty-five years' ex-
perience in educational work ; every page
attests extended practical acquaintance with
the work carried on in elementary schools
by ..n active, searching, and unbiassed mind,


