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A Per Moru—DBeing very desirous of watching the mole in its living state, I
dirccted & professional catcher to procure one alive, if possible; and after awhile the
animal was produced. At first there was some difficulty in finding a proper place in which
to keep s creature 2o fond of digging ; but the difficulty was surmounted by procuring
a tub, and filling it half full of earth. In this tub the mole was placed, and instantly
sank below the surface of the earth. It was fed by placing large quantities of earth-
worms or grubs in the cask; and the number of worms that this single mole devour-
od was quite surprising. As far as regards actual inspection, this arrangement was
useless; for the mole never would show itself, and when it was wanted for observation
it had to be dug up. But many opportunities for investigating its manners were afford-
ed by teking it from its tub, and letting it run on a hard surface, such as gravel-walk.
There it used to yun with some speed, continually grubbing with its long and powerful
snout, trying to discover a spot sufficiently soft for a tunnel. More than once it did
succeed in partially burying itself, and had to be dragged out again, at the risk of per-
sonal damage. At last it contrived o slip over the side of the gravel walk, and find-
ing = patch of soft mould, sank with a rapidity that scemed the - effect of magic.—
Spades were put in requisition; but a mole is more than a match for a spade, and the
pet mole was never seen more. I was no by means pleased by the escape of my prisoner;
but there was one person more displeased than myself, namely, the gardener; for he,
seeing in the far perspective of the future a mole running wild in the garden, disfigur-
ing his lawn and destroying his seed-beds, was extremely exasperated, and could by no
blandishments be pacified.” However, his fears and anxieties were in vain, as is often
the case with such matters, and a mole-heap was never seen in the garden. We there-
fore concluded that the creature must have horrowed under the garden wall, and so
have got away.—Common Olbjects of the Country by the Rev. J.” G. Wood.

Purity or Cuaracrer.—Over the beauty of the plum and the apricot, there grows
a bloom and beauty more exquisite than the fruit itself—a soft, delicate blush that
averspreads its blushing cheek. Now, if you strike your hand over that, and itis
once gone, it is gone forever, for it never grows but once. The flower that hangs in
the morning, impearled with dew—arrayed as no qneenly woman ever was arrayed with
jewels—once shike it, so that the beads roll off, and you may sprinkle water over it as
you please, yet it can never be made again what it was when the dew fell silently upon
it from heaven! On a frosty morning, you may see the panes of glass covered with
landscapes—mountains, lakes, trees, blended in a beautiful fantastic picture. Now lay
your hand upon the ~lass, and by the serateh of your finger, or by the warmth of your
palm, all the delicate tracery will he obliterated. = So there is in youth a beauty and put
rity of character, which, when once touched and defiled, can never be restored; &
fringe more delicate than frost-work, and which, when torn and broken, will never be
re-embroidered. A man who has spotted and soiled bis garments in youth, though he
may seek to make them white again, can never wholly do it. even were he to wash
them withhis tears. When a young man leaves his father’s house, with the blessing
of his mother’s tears still wet upon his forehead, if he once lose that early purity
of character, it is a loss that he can never make whole again. Such is the consequence
-ogf cr}ibme. Its cffects cannot be eradicated; it can only be forgiven—Henry Ward

eecher.

AcE oF ANmMaLs.—A bear rarvely exceeds 20 years; a dog lives 20 years; a wolf
205 a fox 14 to 16 ; lions ave long lived—*Pompey ”’ lived to the age of 70. The
average of cats is 15 years; a squirrel and hare 7 or 8 years; rabbits 7. Elephants
have been known to live to the great age of 400 years. When Alexander the Great
bad congquered onc Phorus, King of India, he took a great elephant which had fought
very valiantly for the king, named him Ajax, and dedicated him to the sun, and let him
go with this inseription :—¢ Alexander, the son of Jupiter, hath dedicated Ajax to the
sun.”  This elephant was found with this inscription 350 years after. Pigs have been
known to live to the age of 30 years; the rhinoceros to 20. A horse has been known
to live to the age of 62, but averages 25 t0'30. Camels sometimes live to the age of
160. Stags are long-lived. Sheep seldom exceed the age of 10. Cows live about 15

ears. Cuvier considers it probable that whales sometimes live to the age of 1.000.—
he dolphin and porpoise attain the age of 30. An eagle died at Vienna at the age of
104 years, Ravens frequently reached the age of 100. Swans have been known to
live 360 years. Mr. Mallerton has the skeleton of a swan that attaincd the age of 200
<years, Pelicans are longlived. A tortoise has been known to live to the age of 107.



