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] OF THE SOUTHERN STATES._ 9
-the ergama company was compo{ed of perfons of the ﬁrﬁ quahty,

fon.”> The company, probably, '
would net have exercifed fo tame and fubmiffive a fpirit, had, they

- not. been who]ly di 1appomted 0 their vifionary profpe&s, and met

-with conﬁderable lofles, inficad of acquiring enormous proﬁts.:

“They had obtaitied from indiv iduals, who fported in their lotteries
* from the hope of fudden riches, twenty-nine thoufand pounds but
the tranfportatxon of more than nine thoufand Eugleh fubjeéts had

coft them one hundred and Efty thoufand pounds. They did not, .
howevcr, abandon the colony in its diftrefs while they eontmued a’

corporatxon. Txmel; fupphes were fenit from England to the Vir-
ginia fettlers, which fo animated them, that -they camed on an of-
fenfive war agamﬁ the Incnans, purfued therh_into their fa&neﬂ'es,
and drove them from the nerghbourhood of thofe rivers; where they
had fixed their own plantanons. . :
As to King James, he « aﬂ’uredly conﬁdered the co!omcs as ac-
qhxred by conqueff ; and that they ought to be holden of his perfon,
independent of his crown or polmca.l capacxty ; _and rmght be ruled

according to his good will, by prerogatw-: and he endeavoured '

-agreably to the ftrange economy of his’ reign, to convert them
~ into a mere private eftate; defcendxble to his perfonal hexrs.”?

The Virginia company bemo d:ffolved james took the colony une
der his immediate aep”ender-ce, whlch occafi oned . mUCh confufion.

U pon his death, in 1623, ng Charles, bemcr of thc fame Judgment’
with his father as to the govemment of Vi 1rgirna, determmed to tread -

in the fame ﬁep.,. In May he named a new govemcr and council
for erglma, and invefted them with an authorlrv fully leglﬂanvc
and arbltrary They were empowered to make and execute laws;
to nnpofe takes, and enforce’ pavment. l\elther the commmwn nor

inftrutions menuoned ezp*eﬁ]v or even alﬂ.ded to an Affembly;
“to the laws of Englaud or to the adls of the provmmal legiflature,

“asarule of goxernment. They were reqmred to traxrfport colenifts
into England; to be pumfhed there for crinies comnztted n Vn'gmla.
This fyﬁem inéreafed the colonial dzﬂhnsfa&xon, whxeh contmued
’ Afor years, till the V:rgmmns recexved a letter containing the royal
affurance, that “ aff - thexr eﬂaues, trade, freedom and pnv:leves,

fliould be en Joyed by them in as emenﬁve a mamxer, as th..y émjoyed

v 2 See Chalmerss Politiéal Anmﬂs uader tﬁc f\-ad of \m x'm, for many of the
9r—ccomg and fubfequent articies refpe&mg th:u colony. - -
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