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from the fhoré,-he failed from thénce to Hayes's-
river, to be ready upon the approach of any of thé
encemy’s thips, to take up the buoys and beacons,
and ryn up a-breaft of the fattory. In this inter-
val of leifure, caprain Fowler prevailed with the
governor to lend him the faCtory’s leng boat, that
he and I might found Nelfon-river 3 for it was then
totally unknown to the Company’s . fervants, whe-
ther a {rip could go in or cut: a point furely well
“worth determining, as the fhips, which always e
in five-fathom-hoie, the entrance of which is very
bad, might be fecure of a retreat in cafe of danger
from_ftorms or an enemy. Accordingly, on the
15th July, 1745, we left the thip in five-fathom-
hole to go upon this expedition; and a journal of
the foyncings and the courfes of the river is'added
in the appendix. . '
. Waey we entered the river’s mouth, it blewa
freth gale; and foon after there came on fo thick
& fog, that we could not fee the fhore on either
fide, 'We had now a rough fea, and only three
feer water, and if the. boat had ftruck and filled
here we muft inevitably have perithed; for in two
cafts more of the line, which the man caft as
vick as he could, we found purfelves in eight
?athom'water, - When the fog blew off fufficiently
£0 let ys fee the fhore on both fides, we fteered up
the river aleng the north fhore, and paffed Seaj
iland, beycnd which we met a ftrong ftream, but
having. 2 fair wind we failed pp till we found
fmooth water.  Soon after!we réturned and pitched
our tent upon 3 fine-rgravelly point of Gillam’s

ifland, whexe‘our.-bo'aﬁiy..v"crf fately ali night, .
.- 'THEnexi - day -we-madg obfervations upon the
iflands,..and ajong the-banks;/ but in allour féarches
no. figns: could bé-difcovered: of .their Thaving ever
$een a_{etg:lg_x';‘*xemt:ufpbmz§§his:_':ivc'q‘;' ~J.went up.much
higher -thag. the :Company: -would: have  fixediaa
¢ " o,




