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INTRODUCTION.

eWe are coming, Father Abraham, SIX HUNDRED
THOUSAND MORE!"

This was in response to the President's appeal for men
to go to the·front, and the vast levies this called for made
men turn pale and maidens tremble.

The Union army was being defeated, and its ranks de-
pleted by disease and expiration of terms of service-the
enemy was victorious and defiant, and foreign powers were
wavering. In England aristocracy wanted a confederacy-
the Commoners wanted an undivided Union. The North
responded to the appeal, mothers gave up their sons, wives
their husbands, maidens their lovers, and six hundred
thousand "boys in blue" marched away.

In Augus 62, I enlisted to serve Uncle Sam for
"three years or du the war." In January, 1865, I re-
enlisted to serve another term; but the happy termina-
tion of the confliet made it unnecessary. I do not write
this boastingly, but proudly. There are periods in our
lives we wish to emphasize and with me this is the period
in my life.

The years from 1861 to 1865-memorable for all time,
I look back to now as a dream. The echo of the first
gun on Sumter startled the world.- Men stood aghast
and buckling on the ;sword and shouldering the musket
they marched away. Brave men from the North Met brave
nen from the South, and, as the clash of arms resounded
throughout our once happy land, the Nations of the World
with bated breath watched the &stinies of this Republic.

After four years of arbitratiQu on many sanguinary


