Tuesday, July 16, 1907

NG VESSELS
BOUND 10 FRASER

Taking Long Lines of Col.
bia River Boats to Fish- -
ing Grounds

D 2

g out in long lines benina tug-
otillas of Columbia river boats
I canoes of various sizes are
roceeding to the Fraser river
the already large salmon fish-
t out after the sockeye¥ Tha
soline launch Unican which is
g the steamer now known .gg
llcara and Operated as a pas-
boat from Vancouver is in port
g the coming of a large con-
of Siwashes from the west
nd will proceed to the Fraser
ith a long line. of canoes ‘in
urret rock, the depot of the fish.
on the upper harbor, is prac-
deserted, for - the Greeks, Jap-
nd others who:house themsel.
he picturesque-group of cabing
rock, have taken their sloops
unches and ‘proceeded . to the

A iarge ficet. of Columbia
0ats belonging to Indians arve
ff the reserve across from the
front and the Indian fishermen
ing ready to be towed to the
Meanwhile they are stocking
ats with provisions, .ete;; “Some
een buving phonographs ang
e klootchmen are Iounging
he decks and the bucks sittins

in the shade of a tarpaulin
over tne bow of their boats
nograph can be heard g‘rindlné
ousa march or the syncopateq
S of the southern darkey for
ctation of the waiting fisher,

more Japanese, than u.
ready left Victoria . and s?:tl
of that nationality will be en-
n the river this year will ve
on record. “They have adopted
of gasoline boats this gear
§ tenders to ‘vailing b ats, ore
unch having ne21 buil* Lere
burpose. ‘The int>n:ion is for
oline launch to visit the dif-
eets- of Japanese gill-netters
€ -over their catches for car-
the canneries. ;
off Turret rock, moored to
he Japanese fishing platforms,
1 raft which was built for the
of becoming an attraction at
e. It has a railing around it
its centre ‘is a small enclsure
ed by a railing. In this the
promoting the affair thought
a number of live catfish and
cents a rod they proposed to
ose who cared to do ®o an-
the captive catfish. The
was abandoned, however, and
lies idle with the few fishing

at have not yet left for the
ver.

L ROSE SHOW
FIMIAL SUECESS

on Hand A;fter Paying!
enses of Recent Ex-
hibition

rom Saturday’s Daily) -
ictoria Hohticultural society
meeting last evening at the
of 'W. F. Burton. The fin-
tement of the rose show was
and to the high satisfaction
embers of the association it
rted that the show had paid
balance of $4.50 was reported,
of thanks was tendered Mrs.
or looking-after the decora-
the hall in which the show
and to Miss Angus in whose
re the refreshments. The
ladies were also thanked for
e rendered ‘to the ' above:
t, Miss Tilton, Miss.~Pooley,
. Beaven, Miss M. Pitt, Miss
d Miss D. Irving.

eeting also discusséd thie
the society which is to be
st 7 and 8. The following

ere appointed: -
r - classes: Messrs. Russel,
d J. Manton. T e
jonal: Messrs. F. H. Wallas-
. Arundell.
decided- to engage > Miss
chestra for the two evenings
ow. ]
aviert and Mrs. Morrall “were
a committee to deal with

ng of the . various ?x._m-
outine matters were T also
h.

——0

IPPINE SETTLEMENT

nt and Church Able to Ar-
nge Their Differences

gton, July 12.—An afree-
been reached between the
tates Secretary of War ‘and
sentatives of 'the * Cathélic
the Philippine islandg.re-
number of important mat-
ntroveersy, which will obviate
sity of prolonging threaten-
tious litigation. Regarding
d properties, the agrelement
that the Roman Catholic
thiough the Archbishop of
hall possess in absolute  title
and the prop'erty pertathing
spital of San Juan de Dolis,
e of San Jose, the hospital
se in Cavite and the colliege
Isabela. These properties
d at $2,066,000.. The church
es to the government of the
s all claims and . demands
estate of Santa Potencia and
hospital of San Lazaro, ex-
the archbishop is to retain
of the bhlock in which the
anta’ Cruz cem'etery is sit- ~
of fifty hectares ‘north eof
tal. The Spanish-Filipino
jpute - was also seitled, by
claims to exclusive ‘privi-
to note issues beyond: the
pproved by the.- Ameriean
nt are abandoned, but the
k receives “the confirmation
itigation and important prive

Resigns His Post

ork, July 12.—Wm. J. Wil~
president of the N'ew York
nd River Railway system for
Fears, will sever his official
h with th'e road on October

s ok
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W E enly want a chance to “‘ show our hand *’

in Gloves to convince you that this is the
store for you to come to for good gloves at popu-
lar prices. Today we emphasize * Dent’s.”

Dent’s *“ Zambesi,’” assorted, per pair..............$100
Dent’s tan % York >’ and * Rughy,” dogskin, per
pair. . . Fitimds o i i L o _$1.00 and $1.$0

Dent’s washable Undressed. Tans, per palr..........$1.76
Dent’s  Ibex,”” tan and grey, per pair......... ...$1.76
-+.$1.00

BRSO

Dent’s chamois, biscuit shades, per pair

| Annual Report Was Presented,

W0, LW

|afterneon, and was attended

VICTORIA'S QUALITY STORE

Before Bnying

Write us for prices and wWe can save you meney. - Mail Or i
ders receive our best attention,

Lo VICTORIA, B.C.

THE MERCHANTS
BANK OF CANAD

Head Office: Montreal

T

| -RESERVE FUND .......... $4,000,000.00

/ ' CAPITAL (all paid up)......$6,000,000.00

A General Banking Business Conducted

Savings Bank Department

Deposits received of one dollar and upwards and
- interest allowed from date of depgsit and
- is compounded four times a year

Banking by Mail,

All out of town business will receive promptbattention, deposits can
be made and moncy withdrawn by mail without any delay,

Manager

VICTORIA pRANcH, - R. F. TAYLOR,

€ ‘annyal report was | as read
and referred to the council to be
amended and . printed in the usual

{.fArst oceasion he hag had the oppor-

FURNACE
There is no dust /]
nuisance in connection with the Sunshine.  Loo-g
Because the Sunshine is fitted with -
a dust flue (see illustration.)
When you rock down the
ashes (no back-breaking
shaking with the Sun-
shine) what dust
arises is drdwn
from the ash-
pan up the
dust-flue,

across
the fire-pot ta
! the smoke-pipe,
as shown in illustra-
a0 tion, where it immediately .
ascends to the outer air.
* Only two things to remember
- in connection with this operation :—
open both the dust and direct draft §:
dampers. : , : 1323
Sunshine is just the cleanest, sim- Fud
plest, easiest managed, greatest labor. gt
saving furnace that you can buy
s* If your local dealer does not ™
P handl}; the * Sunshige' write
direct to us for

"ln""l':".' =
P e
"],\'I.’ "

Frse Npokiet

Losdin: Tomutix Mantseel.: Wikniats, -Vaosoover,
St, John, Hamilten, Calgary

'H. COOLEY & SON, Local Agents.

Advertise in Colonist
British Columbia’s Leading ngar

_and Officers Elected
for Year

.

Intresting Address is Delivered by the
Asting Premier—Other Speak-
’ ers Also

——

% (From Saturday's Daily)
e annual meeting of the Vietoria
Board of Trade was held »%esterda:r.

about.
half 3 hundred members, wni‘ A
I 'rer:sldept. in the. chair.

thering
forth the commercial si t:hof
Columbia. = The address was
listened to with unmistakeable signs
of appreciation Py the members and
the speaker was given an ovation after
he sat down. Qther - qdistinguished
gentlemen who favered the meeting
Wwith addresses 'werq ' Prof. Ramsay
| Wright of the faculty of Toronto Uni-
Yersity and Prof. Prinee, head of the
fisheries department at Ottawa, who
have come West to study the fisheries
of this province. : "
“The election of officers was the first
item on the amme: There were
8ix pominations for the office of presi-
dent, but five of these were Withdrawn
and F. A. Pauline was elected to the
Position witheut epposition.  Of thir-
teen names submitted for the vice-
presijency, eleven were withdrawn
jand dnly twa went to a vote, Simen
iser obtaining a majority over J. J.
\lcross. Frank Elworthy was re-
¢lected secretary. The election of the
couneil and board of arbitration re-
sulted as follows:
Couneil—C, F, Todd, D. R. Ker, C.
H. Lugrin, T. W. Paterson, J. G: Cox,

H. B. Thompson, R. Hall, L. A. Genge,
R, H. Swinerton, J, A. Mara, A.
‘Wright and E. G. Prior. >
Board of arbitration—Mr. Barnard,
B, V. Bodwell, T. Crease, A. Doig, C.
A. Holland, D. R. Ker, G. A. Kirk, R.
B. MeMicking, L. McQuade, T.© W.
Paterson and J. J, Shallcross.

W. T, Williams, B. E. Blllinghurst
and W. E. Laird were appointed audi-
tors for the ensuing year. /..

H. 8. Crottie and A. H. McLean were
éleoted offieers.

‘A vote of thanks was passed to the
retiring president and te the board of
auditors, s

_The financial statement  showed a
balance on hand - of $70259. The
revenue for the year was. $2,471, which
with a balance of $978 from the' %!"g-t
vious year made a total of $3,637; e
expenses amounted to $2.934.

Thomas Ear] Was elected an honor-
ary member-of the board. ..

pamphlet form.
The distinguished visitors then en-
tered the room and were introduced te
the meeting by President Mara, After
a few introductory remarks frem the
president, Hon. Mr. Tatlow addressed
the meeting at length. When he had
finished his address, which is append-
ed herewith verbatim, Prof. Prince
delivered a lengthy address, and was
followed hy Prof. Wright,

Prof, Prince said it was not the

tunity of addressing.the board of trade,
bhaving done so twelve years previqus-
ly. He 4 been ' commissioner of
fisheries for the Dominion government
and previously had held important
similar positions in Scotland, England
@aing Ireland and said that he was
qualified to speak on the subject. FHe
was glad to be able to say that the
Deminion government had undertaken
to make some kind of a thorough sur-
vey of its fishing resources and said
that the salmon was only one of the
many valugble fish to be found in Bri-
tish Columbia, waters. He said it Was
important that the government should
be guided by scientific men in its re-
searches and predicted much good to be
derived from it. He referred to the
sporting value of the fisheries as well
as the commercial aspect. The whal-
ing ingustry he felt was the chief of
the fisheries and would in time exceed
in value any other. Concerning the
vexed question of provincial and Do~
minion jurisdietion he said .the. mat-
ter had been settled once, it was
thought, by the judgment of 1898,
which gave the Dominion jurisdiction
laver them and left the issning. of
ficences and the enforcement of the
laws to the provinces, but international
and territorial complexities had arisen
which had eclouded the matter again.
Personally he preferred to see the ad-
minigtration not in the hands of the
divided provinces, but under one
autherity.
Prof, Wright expressed himself as
charmed with this, his first visit to
British Columbia, apd was surprised
that immnigration had not flown this
way muech more rapidly. - Referring to
the establishment of a scientific sta-
tion for the observation of marine life
in British Columbia, he stated that
governments in various countries had
done the same and found it valuable.|
While much of the researches made by
that means were not of immediate
value, he stated that ng ene could tell
when a scientific fact which had been
determined will begome of the utmost
scientific value.- It was fitting that the
Dominion government was turning its
attention to the fishing industrigs of
the Pacific coast as they were fast
over-balancing those of the Atlantic
eoast. He stated that in ompany
with Prof. Prince he wauld l'eave to-
day for Departure Ray to look over a
gite for the estabiishment of the sta-
tion, \
Richard Hall moved a vote of thanks
to the speakers, and D. R. Ker second-
ed it. The motion was carried unani-
mously. y

There was no more business to ¢ome
hefore the meeting, and adjournment
was then taken.

e

ANNUAL REPORT

The annual report was presented as
follows:
The annual report was pregented as

follows:

To the members of the Victoria,
British Celumbia, Board of Trade,
Vioteria, B. C,

Gentlemen: In submitting a repert

of the proceedings of the board for

"{manded much attention from r

ELLS OF PROGRESS [

&qampqng-auu feature, is that a lar-}

James Forman, 8. J. Pitts, A, Doig, [th

serving on'

councit
mittees. : g
L Salmon : :

“The total _British Columbia pack

of canned salmon for the past season |
was 629,460 cases, as compared with
1,167,450 cases 'in. 1905, which was,

‘thowever, the big Fraser year.
‘The Fraser catch was very disap-
pointing owing n;s;‘egy to the ,rnx; n:;;
3 inusually -early . 8
started.

commenced
re fishing operations had

ger proportion of salmon reached the
spawning beds, and. there was, like-
wise, for an off year, an 'exception-

ally large output from the hatcheries. fali

bined

It is to be hoped that the
d run

result wili be a greatly imp !
in 1910, when the - return of  the
matyred fish may be looked for.

. Although seyeral of eur local firms
are interested in canneries in northern
British Columbia waters, the supplies
for which "add considerably ta this
gity’s trade, Victeria has now a special
interest in the Fraser . river run,

owing to the operations of the salmon jers,
s WRE ha o ey A il
P s e : /

ws_mxg%s enterprises which have follow-

ed inthelr wake. One unexpected re-
sult of the exploitation of salmon
fishing by traps ‘has been the dg-
velopment -here ‘of ° this ' industry of
mild-curing. gpring salmon. From the
catches previously made in the Fraser
ver,  both as regards quantity and
ize of fish, it was Impossible to sur-
mise that spring salmon in such large
numbers and of such large size would
be taken by ‘trapsi In respect of
cent.gize they average fully thirty
cent, larger than'those that have

: caught in the Fraser river, and
as regards qugntity, some 6§00  tons
were packed in Victoria jn this way
in 1906. Although fewer traps will be
fishing thig year, yet as they have
Deen completed earlier and the selec-
tion of the locations has peen made
with the taking of the spring salmon
in view, it looks as if Tagt yéars total
would be considerably exceeded. These:
mild-cured. spring on are shipped
in cold storage to Germany, Wwhere
they are smoked, as required; and a
better return is made to the trapmen
by disposing of the fish in this way,
than could be secured by canning

em, i

For some reason, probably tide and
weathér conditions, the sockeye run
last year failed to strike in close
enough to the shere to gome well
within reach of our traps, with the re~
sult that the catches’ made of this
fish were extremely light, entaillng a
sharp loss ta the trap operators, and
also spoiling ‘the season for our local
canneries. As a comsequence, and in
view of a small soekeye run being ex-
pécted, there will be fewer traps put
in this season, more care being exer-
ciged in their selectiom, and due re-
gard being paid their potentiality as
regards “spring salmen fishing. Last
year was largely one of experiment,
and the best sites having now been
proved and selected, better results are
looked for. The perpetuation of the
sockeye run, and, if possible the im-
provement ef the off-seasons, is how-
ever, of vital importance to trap op-
eratérs and the hopes of this city in
connection with this 'industry. = The
board ‘has taken an“active part dur-
ing ‘the past year Insufgimg upen the
Dominion government' the necessity
for further protection being afforded
to the salmon in the Fraser river,
when they are fairly on their .way
to the spawning grounds, and out of a
deputation of. four eannerymen. that
proceeded to Ottawa to discuss thig
subject ‘with the = department, two
were Victorians and members of this
board. Limitation of  fishing above
Westntinster bridge is, in consequence,
being put into effect, but it is not
80 far-reaching as = the board de-
sired.

The board has protested against the
importation of raw salmon being. dis~
allowed on the Fraser, except as ap-
plying to the Fraser river.  While
the fishermen on the Fraser demand
such b?rohibitlo_n as against the like
prohibition of expert of raw materials
on ‘their part. The board claims that
eéxport and import of raw materials
do not stand on the same footing,
and that whatever may be enacted as
regards the Fraser river in defer-
enee to' the fishermens' claims, the
position of Victeria and the rest of
the provl\nee should neot be effected.
It should‘ be the pelicy to encourage
industries, as is proved fo be the case
very.ofter with salmon, it can enly be
to the general interest to import
em.

o
=

A table of the year's statistieg is
included in the appendices.
Halibut, - )
“ There is a large and growing de-
mand for halibut in local and eastern
markets “and the companies already
engaged in -handling this fish have
met with much suceess, As both the

mar] and supplies of fish are prac-
tieally unlipited, there/is ample room
for the her deyelopment of the
industry, . :

‘Pilotage

For two years the board has been
endeavering without success to have
the ports of Vietoria and BEsquimalt
relieyved from the heavy burden of
compulsory pilotage, - whiech mer-
chants consider has been, and is, de-
trimental to the best interests of the
ort.  There are five pilats engaged
n the work, and the average dues
collected annually, for 'a number’ of
years, are hetween §14,000 and $15,-
000, fully ene-half being pald by ves-
gels deelining the services of a pilot,
Notwithstanding the strong represent-
ations made and pretests entered by
the board, the government have re-
fpsed to medify the existing sys-
tem apparently influenced by the re-
ports of the pilotage commissioners
and it would seen that the govern-
ment does not prepose to give eon-
sideration te the views of the board
as will appear from the following ex-
tract, taken from the last letter re-
ceived from the : deputy minister of
marine on the subject: “The pilotage
commissioners have properly been
lopked upon as the authority for ad-
vising this department: om pilotage
matters, The commissioners are dis-
interested, so far as the department is
aware, and have been chosen not only
for eondueting the financial affairs

.of the piletage system and applying

the pilotage rules under the Pilotage
Act, but have been the recognized
authority for suggesting any ochanges
when the subject has been brought to
their netice er making suggestions of
their own reecord.” . - i

From this it will be seen that the
opinions of five gentlemen appeinted
by ' the  government, have greater
weight with the department than the
representations of the beard, repre-
senting, as it does, the cammercial and
shipping intevests ef the pert. Surely
the repert of five disinterested r@pre-
sentative business men, approved by

the twelve months ending 30th. June,
1907 it is most gratifying to be able

the pregs of the city, shou regeive
as much consideration at the hands of

.

e Situation w' ;
e previous report o
tion was-ealled to 47

r 8. ver and New We
muumo:b to memﬁsluo-um e
vinaial T w’.t:u mmo
Mehtisel Dangd of trade Wik’ oF apiny
ion that relief could be obtained by
removing 'altogether or by
ithe head tax on Chinese. W¥th the obas

Your committee recommendst,
{a) That the provineial j

en  laws be immediately suspended,
-(b) That the provincial government
tel: t one jor more

i v
competent agents, to act under the
supervision of the agent gemeral to
travel through the ing:trm oeug:
of Great Britaim and inferma
as to the labor requirements and com-
ditions in RBritish Columbia.

(¢) That some plan of assisted im-
‘migration he extended to farm. labor

unskilled workmen and domestics.
FWe believe that employera af  these
classes would readily yndertake to re-
g:w« the provincial government for

outlay on this account. . .
i ‘;our committee el.nm%n\th!Am
port without referemce to the opinion
of many employers who gave evidence
'that a reduction of the head tax on
Chinese would afford immediate re-
lef to farmers, fruit growers and fam-
ilies requiring domestics. Your com-
mittee prefer to see this 'a “white
man's” gountry, but in the event of
refusal or delay in carrying out the
above recommendations your commit-
tee are of opinion that the only alter-
native is to strongly recommend that
‘the head tax on Chinese be reduced.
The expansion of farming and fruit
growing is already checked -and the
demand for eheap labor in the con-
struction of railways is a problem
which must be seriously considered.

This gpens up & debatable question,
It cannot be denied that the province
is suffering seriously owing to the
yscareity of domestie servants, and Ia-
Borers to undertake, work that Eure-
peans. will net do, . -That desirable
families have left the province . be-
cause they could not obtain. servants
is well known, whilst others have been
deterred from coming here for the
sameé reason. Farmers have placed
their farms in the hands of real estate
agents for sale, giving as a reason that
they cannet obtain labor, . except at
prohibitive rates. These are unpleas-
ant facts, but there is ne use in hiding
them, they must be faced. e

In the past families have depended
largely upon Chinese for servants and
80 have farmers. for clearing land,
fryit growers for picking fruit and
others where only a cheap class ol la~
bor can be profitably employed,

lsmce t:m"hoeead htaix on “hln:n was

uc%,a their scale of wages
‘gu areased from 80 to 100 per eent,
and a day's labor for outside ,man; tn
the city, hag dropped fram ten to-eight
hours. ' Take the eeconemie view of
the question. . There are about 10,000
working Chinamen in the province, At
a low estimate, these men are earning
§13 @ month more than they were three
vears ago, totalling $1,660,000, while it
¢osts them no rgia'ra to live now than
it did them, It is contended by some
that the earnings:.of the Chinese are!
sent to Chi If this be true they
are now - enabled ' to: send in addition
to what they formerly sent over a
million and a half of doliars annually
out of the country, because by legisla~
tion they are*Placed in the position of
becoming {:m_cglchuy a close corpora-
tion, dictating the rate of wages that
shall be paid to them, and the hours
they are to work, :

The $500 head tax came into force
on January 1, 1904, = During the years
1904 and 1905 no Chinese entered the
Rominion. In 1904 gixteen entered.
This year 95 have entered, no doubt
owing to the high wages then can
¢ommand.  Whilst nominally = the
Chinaman pays the tax it is really
paid by the employer.

Coasting Laws

The question of enforcing the coast
iaws has again been under considera-
tion. - In order to meet the then local
conditiens the coast laws were sug-
pended ten years ago and have’ neot
been in force on this coast sinece that
date, so that foreign vessels per-

itted to carry goods ariginating 'in
Canada and destined to the
Canadians goods shipped in bon
United States rallways destined for
British Columbia- ports. This has in
the past been a great convenience to
| British Celumbia trade, but conditions
have now changed and In view of the
improved - steamship service provided
under the Canadian flag, the time an-
pears to have come when Canadian
freight should be handled by Cana-
dian vessels, ' more especially as the
United States government strictly en-
foree similar coasting laws in respect
te goods carried to American ports on
this coast., The :Canadian Pag‘}rm
Rallway company has promised to give
an ‘assurance that they will &t gn
times make provision for the carriage
of goods in bond arriving at Pugat
Sound ports and . destined for Britigh
Columbija perts, As soon as this as-
suranee has been received this board
is prepared to urge the Dominien -
ernment to enforce the coasting laws
on, this coast. - ‘

Aids to Navigation

This beard has continued to call the
serious attention of the Dominion gev-
ernment to the necessity of providing
additional ajds to navigation'in Brit~
ish Celumbia, and especially aon the
west coast of Vancouver Island. As-
surances have heen given from time
to time that the necessary aids wouyld
be provided, and it is satisfactery to
be able to report that some progress
hag been made. In this connection
the appointment of a Jocal represen-
tative, Capt. J. W. Troup, of Victoria,
to the lighthouse board of Canada, (le-
serves fayorable recognition, - ‘The
board feels that his reéecommendations
will be of the utmost value in bringing
before the proper authorities thLe rpe-
cessities of this coast whizh Lave jheen
toa long overlooked, and it is & pleas-
ure to he able to repert that tie re-
commendations of Captain Troup are
receiving epurteous attention and that
parliamentary provision has already
been made to carry gut many of the
improvements which Captain Treu
has urged. The board has laid spe-
elal stress upon the necessity of pro-
viding a trail along the west coast of
Vancouver Island ang has continued
to press forward this aid to naviga-
tion in the face of mueh eofficial dis-
couragement.

At last the Deminien Government
hag ordered this werk to be caommenced
and it is now in progress. The work
wil be an expensive one ewing to
the different nature of the country te
be traversed but the importdnoce of
gueh a provision for life saving is be-
vond question and it i3 very gratifying
ta nete that there {s new a prospect
of the trail being completed befaore
the .coming winter. ' Life heats of the
latest and most Improved type -are

.{ line has- been

0 "
e ”{‘,3 by the thorough manner in which the

steamer 8:.‘“.. . trol
. atrol-
led the coast. Some refugeé hutg have
eady been built amd it is expected

th:' W& ?ll::t t%e rocket apparatus, patrol men,
mﬁi and othér improvements

in d@ue course. The telegraph

.| communication with Cape Beale and
Carmanah has not/been satisfactory,

owing to frequent breaks during the
'winter season, byt when the telegraph
: g ; to the trail
there should be less Ity in -
ing the Mne in repair. It will stil,
"?.‘1‘?;’" be necesgary to take meas-
u 3
lines, between Carmanah and Victoria,
There has been comstant complaints

@ Hin regard to the delivery of messages
: Cdrmana)

from Cape Beale apd ) and

| thix is due not only to the poor con-

dition of the line but to the poor ser-
vice rendered at the recetving station
at Victoria. :

The board would peint out that it
is moltt hﬁwmatmm:é hz:hm:;%n
regarding shipping sho forward-
od as s0on as received day and night,
and has recomended that the govern-
ment should provide a day and might
service and that, if the company now
operating the line is upable or unwil-
ling to give a satisfactory service, the
government should emgage their own

aperators.
Trade Relations

The membats af this board having
e T it
§ ons in favor of preferential -
within the it was demed ad-
visable to recall to the attention of
the Right Hon. Sir Wilfrid Laurier
upon the eve of his departure to at-
tend the Colonial Conference, the fol-
lowing reseolutiond of the heard adopt-
ed February 26. 1902: . “That in the
epinfon of the board a  preferential
tariff ‘should e .established withan
the Empire.” and the following ad-
epted November 20, 1903:

“That in the opinion of this beard
(1) the prosperity of Great Britain
and of his Majesty's dominion iz in-
volved in the adoption of a commer-
eial policy such as outlined by Mr.
Chamberlain. (2) the 'adoption of
such a pelicy will tend te consolidate
and strengthen the Empire and ac-
celerate the creation of a common
ecouncil for the Empire whereby which
His Majesty’'s dominion beyond  the
seas may secyre & voice in questians
of common concern (3) that this board
of trade heartily supports that policy
and fervently hopes for 'its adoption
by the United Kingdom."

On the 14th June, 1908 the Roard's
delegates to the sixth Cohgress of
Chambers of Commerce of the Em-
pire were regquested to suppert the
following metion;

“That in tne opinionp of this con-
gress the bonds of the British Em-
pire. will be materially -atrengthened
and the union of the various parts of
His Majesty’s donmiiniens greatly con-
solidated by the adoption of a com-
mergial policy based upon the prin-
cipals of mutual benefit, wherehy each
component part of the Empire would

ive & s isl advan
M» a2 thd result of its ;‘.E'm“{
ralationship, due co he!

nsideratin ing
given to the fiacal and fndustrial needs
of the qnmpona&t partsof the Empire.
In August, 19068, R. Grigg, the spee-
ial representative of -the board of
trade, London, visited tish Colum-
bia. for the purpose of investigatin
and reporting. upon conditions wi
special reference to trade with the
United Kingdom, Mr. ?l’lls met the
members of this board ‘at a meeting
called for thig purpose and fully

Canada. Subsequently the following
resolutions were passed and forward-
ed to the board of trade, London.
*“That in the epinion-of this bhoard it
would be to the advantage of trade
between the United Kingdom, and Can~
ada to have a correspondent of the
board of trade appointed at this city
Further resolved: That - this  board
respectfully request the board of
trade of the United Kingdom to ap-
point a correspondeat resident in Vie-
toria. = And, that a copy. of these res-
olutions be sent to Lord Strathcona,
Canadian high commissioner, . with
“the regumest that he will use his in-
fluence towards furtheripg the objeet
of these resolutioms.”

- “That the council of the. Victoria,
British Columbia, board of trade des-
ires to place on record its appreeia-
tion of-the efforts now bging made by
the British board ef trade to promote
eloser commereial rela,ﬂ%\a between
Canada and the United Kingdom.
“This counci] was much impressed

representative of the British board of
 trade, Mr, Richard Grigg, reecently in-
vestigated trade oconditions here and
by the ability he showed in wmaking
his inquiries, and it is convinced that
good results will follow:

“Thig counecil also takes note and
approves of the articles in the public
press suggesting that it would be ad-
vantageous te the commercial rela-
tions between the¢ United ' Kingdom
and Canada if the Bpitish board of
trade had a permanént representative
in Canadd whe would e in a position
to.ep-operate with tie loecal eorres-
pondents presently to be appeinted.”

Vietoria Harbor

The dredge Mudlark has been werk-
ing in the imner harbor during - the
greater part of the year, and consid-
ering that the muachinery iz antiqua-
ted, has dome fairly good work. A
much better showing should be made
when the new plant arrives which s
expected in the course of a ceuple
of months, There are several rocks
in the harhor that are a menace to
navigation, which should be removed,
Ocean vessels are herthed at the outer
harbor where there are large and
commadious wharves with well ar-
rgnged freight sheds, apd 30 feet of
water at low tide.

Puget Sound Steamship Service

Last ‘October the heard took up the
question of the Puget sound steam-
ship service with the object of secur-
ing, if possible, a permanent service
between Vietoria and the Seund under
the Canadian flag.

After many communications mestly
b¥ telegraph, between the Canadian
Paeifie = Railway company and the
board on the ome hand and our member
Hon, Willlam Templeman on the
other, the efforts of the board were
gucgessful.

The Dominion mall aubsidy was

P | fransferred to the Canadian Pacific

eeompany, who were thus enabled to
guarantee a satisfactory service,
’ Free Ports.

On December 13th the board resolved
as follows:

“Whereas, the royal commission on
transportation has recommended teo
the minion gevernment the estab-
lishment of national free ports, and
whereas the hoard has already by re-
solution approved such recommenda-
ttlon: Be it resalved, that this board
requests the Dominion government to
take into consideration the sald re-
commendation at as early date as pos-
sible and expresgeg the hope that the
#ea-berne commerce of the nation
shall"be freed as far as practicable

will be prov- fto

3 i po!
keep in good repair the coast st

plaimed fhe Burposs of his vistt io ot

’ ‘at present sting.”
months later Hon. # iiHam
n was asked ther or not
5 ated in the mear future
: A Ralonal fran BOrte:. The
following rephly was received: *
final decision on this very important
question has

* the Dominion government.
There 1is, think, a general feeling
that the recommendation of the com-
‘mission is a good one, and should be
ultimately rried out. Further than
this, I cannot give any information
that would be of any service to yeu”
Shipbuilding.
In October the board resolved:
“That assistance should be given by
the Dominion to shipbuilding in pro-
portion to the cost of construction and
it is submitted that this can only be
attained either by a percentage allow-
ance or by a gross tonnage subsidy
graded to the classification of the ves-
sels in a recognized ship's registry.”
In the opinion of the committee thig
subsidy should "equar 15 per cent. of
the gest of construction and should
be given for a period of 20 years im
torder to emsure the oconfidence of in-
vestors. This is simply in line with
what this beard has urged for years
padt, and’ recently by the
royal commission on

n,
and it is a matter for regret that it
has not yet been acted upen. At pre-

i Canadian privileges in these waters
without the payment of duty, while
the cost for similar vessels constructs
led here is enhanced by the heavy
duties levied upon raw material and
machinery. It reflects great credit on
local firms that they have been able to
carry on business under such condi-
tions, . Repair works is obtagined in
competition with large ship yards on
Puget Sound and San Francisco, and
could be advantageously aided by re-~.
bttins the duties paid.on materials
used in repairing foreign vessels.
Collisions and Salvage.

The drafts of two proposed inter-
national conventions relating to the
laws ‘governing collisions and salyage
were referred to the board for an
opinion and it was decided that their
adoption Would  be beneficial. Am
amendment to the salvage convention
was recommended whereby an assist-
ing vessel should be paid for time em-
ployed and damage sustained (if nx;{.
in givi assistance even if it yield
no useful resylis. Attentlon was also
directed  to the liability of owners of
British ships Hmited to £15 per ton
on the tonnage of the vessel in case of’
collision resulting in loss of life and
£8 per ton when no loss of life re=
gults. It was suggestsd that this be
made the law of all nations subscribe
ing to the convention,

Seymour Narrows Bridge.

In Nevember last through the cours
[tesy of Hon. Willlam eman

heard
H. P. Bell, C. E, &n
rallway at our Narrows.
made by
early seventies when examining dif-
ferent routes for the reilway line, This
information, valuable in itself, is not
what the'board wanted: In an inter-
view Wwith the minister on March, 9th,
1908, he was asked.to.have an exam-
ination made by & competent ineer
Seymour Narrows that would en-
ahle him to give an approximate esti~
mate of the cost of a railw bridge
as recommended by the royal ‘commig-
sion on tramsportation, “in .order to
find the best route from the plains of
Alberta to an ocean port on the west
ecoast of Vancouver Island.” The
minister has promised to use his in-
fluence with the minister of public
works to have this dome, i

The propesal tar the establishment
of a new and fast inter-imperial steam-
ship service by way of Canada is of
the greatest interest te:Victoria, be-
oguse it seems gvident that, if the pro-
Jeet 'is carried out this city must re-
ceive recognition as oné” of the most
important stations upon such a high-
way of traffic and travel. Under any
circumstances the geographical ad-
vantages of Vicioria in reaspect to
ocean routes on"the Pacific ocean ar
such that they can no longer be ore
in the determination of mew routes for
steamship and railway transportation,
During the last few years the exis-
tence of a very large and valuable
area in Canada far to the north of the
through line of the Canadian Pacific
has been fully demenstrated. It isnow
a certainty that the settled “part of
eentral Canada Wwill be extended at
least as far as the sixtieth parallel of
latitude.. This vast area will require
several outlets to the Pacific coast. In
addition to this, the utilizatien of the
Hudson's Bay route for trans-Atlantic
traflic is now assured. These things
render it more desirable than ever that

teria, which is the best and most
readily available port on the western
coast of Canada, with the great in-
terior of the Dominion and .with the
railways running to Hudson’s Bay,
The board desires to reiterate its
sirong opinion that steps should be
taken at the earligst possible day to
secure railway = cennection between
Vancouver Island and the mainland of
British Columbia by such means as
shall be eonsidered most expedient.
Songhee Reserve.
Negotiations have heen continued
during the past year, and Mr. Pedley,
representing the Dominion government,
came to Victoria to discuss terms with
the Indians for their removal. T
Pedley’'s proposals were not accepted
by the Indians, the chief obstacle be-
ing the site of the new reserve, and s0
far no settlement has been reached.
It is essential on every ground that
the existing cenditions should net be
allowed to econtinue and in the opin-
jon of the board the responsibility
rests ‘with the Dominion government,
whose wards the Indiams are, to bring
to an end a state of affairs which is
working great injury to the eity, both
morally and industrially, and is also
vejudicial to the true interésts of the
ndians themselves. :
Agriculture.

It is satisfactory to be able to report
that the products of the farm, orchard
and dairy are increasing steadily 'as
the following memorandum, kindly
furnished by the department of agri-
culture, will show. 1
A year ago the gtatistics of the de-
partment of agriculture showed an in-
crease of half a million in the value
of agricultural products over the pre-
vious year, and the figures for 1§06 are
still more gratifying. Estimates made
from returns at hand indicate that the
value of the products of the farm,
orchard, dairy and ranch’ will total\
about $7,500,000, an increase of over &%
million dollars. 'While thia long step
forward was being made the imperts>
of agrieultural = products fell from.
$7,008,646 in 1805 to §$6,354,944 in 1906,
a’ difference in. favor of the prevince
of $8538,702. Victoria and other agri-
oultural districts of Vanmcouver Island

sent ‘a British built vessel enjoys all 4

The rveport iz compiled from reports -
. wqgvarnment engineers in ‘the

efforts should be made %o conngct Vic~
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