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‘Frem the Rossland ‘Miner, Dec. 23.

Commissioner Clute put in & long day's b

work, commencing at 10 o’clock yesterday.
- Several fmportant witness:s were examined,

The attendance of ‘spectators at the sit |,

tings is very small. ’ 3
The first witness examined was Alfred
Parr of Ymir, a miner for 14 or 15 years,
.3 citizen of the United States now, but
- 'was born in Dublin;, He fs the financial
secretary of - the miners’ union at Ymir,
which ‘has 235 members, 70 per cent. of

whom are British subjects, the balanc:|

belng Amerieans and other nationalities.
" All the mines at Ymir with the exception
“of the ¥Ymir mine paid $3.50 per elght-hour

" shift for ‘machine and hand men and $3|who

for: muckers and outside men, Little or no
work was done by contract. Thé working
Inines ‘of the district when working .. all
hands employed men as follows: Ymir, 60;
Porto Rico, 52; Yellowstone, 40; Tamarac,
28; Arlington, 32; Dundee, 38; Fern, 40;
and numerous small claims employed frowm
8ix to eight men, The Ymir company had ad-
vertised for en in Spokane and some 12
had been contracted for there and brought
to Ymir. He could not say what their
nationality was. About a dozen men made
contracts in Sudbury, Ontario, with Tom
Mitchell for the Ymir mine and came to the
mine and worked about 10 shifts, when
they all quit. They were not indaced to
quit by the miners’ union. There was no
attempt made by the union to coerce the
men or to make them leave off working,
and no threats were used. The Ymir mine
is the only mine in the camp that does
not work full blast under the eight-hour
law. Some of the other mines mentioned
were temporarily closed aown at present
for omne reason or another.

Albert Leon Houston of Rossland, A miner
of 15 years’ experience, then testified. He
was an American citizen, but had resided
here nearly four years and had been em-
ployed in mining most of that time. He
was now president of the local niners’
union, The percentage of meinbers was
strongly British, principally where iie had
been working in the+*Le Roi mine the per-
centage of British subjects was about 70.
He did not think contract work could be
used in the stopes in the Rossland mines,
but it could be used in drifts, shafrs and
raises, Occasionally more than usual wages
could be made on contract work, but often
less. The commissioner and the witnesses
went into the whole question of the con-
tract system and the witness finally said
that the system had not Leen thoronghly
tested in this camp yet. The majority of
the men opposed contract work. The men
had a right to work by the day or by con-
tract as they saw fit. He had encountered
no difficuities in meeting with any of the
mine managers and discussing any l!aber
question’ with them. The witness said he
had worked under both the eight and ten-
hour systems in practically the same~ place
in the Re Rol. The same amount of time
and work actually was put in under the
eight-hour as under the ten-hour shift.
Under the ten-hour plan the men went to
work ¢n company’s time and it took them
from 20 minutes to half a: hour to get to
their places in the mine and the same time
would be takca at lunch time and in the last
half shift, Under the cight-hour luw ‘the
men are always at their place ready (v work
when their time ecmmenced. When 200 to
250 men are working they cannot eclimp
down 500 or €00 feet in Irss than 15 min-
utes. It takes about half an hour for all
the shift 1o get down to work. Now ‘the
men climb down and up in their own time.
wheéreas they formerly Wwant to and came
from work in the company’s time, - More
work has been accomplisred under the
eight-hour law than under the ten-hour.
The men had better advantages to work
harder under the:new law, the company
furnishfug more tools and were more
prompt in supplying the meu with what was
needed. The woik done both before and
after the eight-hour law has been measured
by the mine superintendent. The men pre-
fer the eight-hour system to ‘the ten-hour.
The witness ,said he wouvid prefer to re-

+ tain the eight-hour law even if he had to
make some sacrifice, but the majority of
the men would prefer to work the full 10
hours rather than lower the standard wage.
TUnder the present eight-liour system they
blast every 16 hours in place of every 10
hours as they id under the old system. In
the shafts and other portions of the mines
three eight-hour shifts are worked every
24 hours. That is the drills are worked for
16 hours at a stretch and for the remain-
ing eight hours out of the 24 the mine is
practically idle and no work is done.

Herbert E. Abell was sworn and said he
had worked as car man and mucker for
several years at the mines. )
per eight-hour shift, the same as he re-
ceived under the old system. He
thought & man put in more work under
the new eystem than under the old.
Formerly they were very lax in getting
to work. Usually the mine was smoky,
and the men used -tgr loiter around till
things got ready. oW a man is sup-
pose% t(g:) be -at_his post at the time work
commences. He then works eight hours
straight away, with the exception of
twenty minutes for lunch. TUnder the
ten-hour system the men were away
from work at lunch time for two hours,
and this time counted in the ten-hour
shift. Under the old.law 212 skips was
the record day’s work for hoisting,
Under the new law from 160 to 260
skips have been hoisted in the eight
hours, without any change being made
in the number of men working. = On the
surface now they accomplish the same
work at the Le Roi in nine or ten hours
that they used to do in twelve hours.
The witness said he was a married man
and was now organizing secretary of
the Miners’ Union. He wae a British
subject and was born in Toronto. He
solicited members for the lacal union and
was paid a salary of $105 per month for
his services. The witness described his
method of inducing men to join the
union, and said they generally * came
down after he talked with them ‘a few
times. 'The cost of living here was
high. - For himself, wife and a twelve
months® old baby he paid per month:
Rent; $12;' groceries, $25 to $30; fuel,
36 to $7; ' clothing, $12 to $15: and for
meat, $12 to §15. A married man who
sot $2.50 a day and worked seven days

-/ dn the week for a year,would be in debt
. ot the end of the year'if he and his wife
live as they should.’ Witness strongly
favored working six days in the week
only, and said he knew of many men
who would prefer it; but some of the'wn:
T men preferred to work the full

makes it suitable for

Dpractice in letting ‘cuntracts was to sub-

‘asked what they will do the work for.

He got $2.50| Ste

vho m?to;s.o,:‘k. Th
tractions: in the ca
Witness - thought a r
much work in eight hours as in ten;” he
could, and he &iad worked nnder both
systems. The ten-hour shift was too
severe; men could not stand-it and do
their work well. The men were 'satis-:
fied in Camp MecKinney and the owners
were getting the best resulfe, and every-
thing was working smoothly. :
John ‘M. Long, superintendent of  the
Josie, the No. 1'and the I Roi mines,
appeared and put in a written statement
concerning the .interference of the
miners’ union with the working of the
mines mentioned. ' A contract had been
let to one Hughes on the No. 1 mine in
August last. A guarantee of $4 per
day for the work wase given. The men
only worked one day. ‘Devin} came to
the witness and said the umion"had voted
against ‘contract work by 250 to 60, and
that he must call out the men. ' Subse-
quently the work in question was finished
by day work. Witness. said that =
specially good price was offered in the
case mentioned, as the management was
anxious to hurry on this particular piece
of work. The men would probably
have made more than $4 per day. They
had been trying to let a shaft by con-
tract within the last ten days. By sub-
mitting the matter to some of the men
working in the mine, John F. Keefe, one
of the men, went to the walking delegate
of the miners’ union and asked if con-
tracts were allowea in .the camp, and
was informed by the walking delegate
that contracting was not allowed in the
camp. - The nature of the ground here
contract work.
The mine is being ‘developed. No ship-
ments have been made yet. The usunal

w.

for idle men.

mit them to the best men in the mine, as
what we réquire is speed. The men are

Contract work is advantageous to good
men, not for second-class miners. Had
never been in a camp before where con-
tracts were forbidden. The tendency
of the contract system was to increase
wages for first-class men.

Under the eight-hour law in the No. 1
and the Josie the men start down about
five minutes before the whistle blows:
sometimes they only start when ' the
whistle blows, but the rule is that they
should be at their places in the mine
when work starts, J

Eight-hour ehifts in shaft work had
been the rule in the mines mentioned
for some time prior to the act coming
into force. More work could be done in
ten hours than in eight. From five to
twenty feet a month less work is done
under the new system.  Under the old
system the men lost forty minutes in the
day -and forty minutes in the night shift
going to and coming from work. While
two shifte a day are worked the actual
loss -of time under the new law is one
hour and forty minutes per day. . The
longer hours would likély tell upon the
hammer men, but machine men should be
able to work right along. Relatively,
the witness thought that a hammer man
would do more work per hour in a short
day than a longer one. A man could
not do as much work in eight hours as
he could in ten.

}h‘. Devine asked, through the com-
missioner, if Mr. g was ever a mem-
ber of a miners’ union, and the witness
replied that he was at one e & mem-

of 4 union. In reply to T ques-
tions by Mr. Devine, the eSS
that he had never been notified by the
miners’ union under theix official seal,
nor had he corresponded with the union
on the subject of contract work. The
Witness further added that he had been
approached by the president of the
miners’ union and Mr. Devine, and re-
quested to discharge a miner named
wart. They said they could not give
the reason, but Mr. Devine stated th.
Stewart  would not join ‘the miners’
union.  Stewart afterwards stated that
he had joined the uniom.

homas H. Hughes, the sub-contractor
referred to by the previous witness, was
them sworn. He said he was a working
miner in the No. 1 mine.. He took a
contract to do the work at the rate of
$22 per foot and was guaranteed $4
day. . This was in August last. g;:
only worked one day, as Mr. Devine told
him that the union had passed a resolu-
tion wgainst all contract work. Witness
said he was a member of the Coeur
@’Alene union; but not the loeal one here,
He was an American citizen, ' His two
partners on the contract quit the work
&ftex_‘ the first day, and he came to see

evine and find out what was the

trotble. He asked Devine if the union
had stopped contracts, and Devine said
it had.‘ He (the witness) replied he did
not think it right, as he had a chance to
make $5 or $6 a day. Devine answered
tlmg the majority of the boys were
against it; that it might benefit two or
three, but would hurt them all in the
long run.

To Mr. Houston. . the president of the
miners' wunion, the witness said he
would work harder on a contract .than
he would in the company’s time, and
thought any other man would do the
same,

To Mr. Devine the witness said he had
some hot words with him at the time of.
the interview mentioned. Witness re-
peated ‘the conversation as already
given. i ;

James Devine then gave his version
of the matter referred to by Hughes.
*“I told him,” gaid the witness, “I had
nothing whatever to = do with the con-

-1 said it was poor -

b
agement for a company to. p:

[or s S wios” s

a?g;an ‘could do nsid

ess stated |-

of all the men emplo
tioned, and gures the
amount of capital invested by the B. A.
C. in the mines of the ca and some
further figures showing the effect of the
Ep.mediate working /of the eight-hour
W, 2 i AT

_‘Mr. McDonald said he had been min

rill, as well as on the pumps and tim-
bering, later as foreman, mine superin-
tendent and' general manager. -At this
£ -Mr. Clute said he would fake Mr,:

ald’s evidence latér, and the wit-

onald’s
‘nesy was excused. -

R B Palmer testified that he was a
mning engineer graduate from MeGill
in 1887; had been engaged in mining
for about six years: is the mining engi-
neer of the'Le Roi mine. The witness
verified the ‘statement- already put in
showing the_ increased cost of working in
the Le Roi mine under the. eight-hour
law than formerly. “The total daily in-
crease was $82. The witness said that
if the sorting space was enlarged and
four or five sorters put on, some of .the
increased costs of shipment calculated:
would be reduced somewhat. It -had
been found necessarv to make extensive
changes. to meet  the changed eircum-
stances, but these would not -be con-
cIuded_ for about six months, and in the
neantime the increased cost would have
to be incurred. :
_The  further sittings of the commis
sloner were adjourned at 6:45 last even-
ng until 10 o’clock this. morning, when
Mr. ~Mn]_)onald and several other wit-
nesses will be called.
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TO CIVILIZE RUGRY.

McGill University Taking the Lead in
Refining the 'College Sport.

From the MecGil Outlook,

The humane effort to reform foothall once
more, and free it from. all elements.of dan-
ger.and roughness, seems to eot with cordial
endorsement. It is supposed that when the
game can be blayed without risk of any
one . being hurt, and. without any rough
scuffling or tackling, the persons who now

oppose the sport will attend in large num-
bers,

Some of the proposed changes are as fol-
dows:

1. At the beginning of the play the haH
shall be put in the centre of the fleld, and
the umpire shall think of a number- between
1 and 50. The two captains shall guess
at the number, and the one coming the near-
est to it shall be allowed to move the ball
five yards into the territory of the other
team, ]

2. Before the ball is put in play after a
down the captain shall line up his men and
count them off as follows:

“Qnery, Onery, ickory an!

Phileson, Pholeson, Nicholas, John!

Queevy Quavy,

English mavy,

Sticklum, staklum, I-o-u buck!” :

The player on the word “buck’ shall be
known as “it,” He shall kneel beside the
ball, and the members of the opposing team
shall line up opposite. The player known
as “it” shall repeat “Simon says ‘Thumbs
up,’'” or “Simon says ‘Thumbs down,’’’
indicating the' movement as he speaks the
words, and the players of the opposing
team must Imitate his movements, But
if he merely says, “Thumbs up,” without
the “Simon says,” and an opposing player
put his thumbs up, that counts 1, ‘and after
three such mistakes, the ball is advanced
five yards.” If, However, after 20 trials
the opposing team does not make a total of
three errors, then the ball goes to the op:
p:)slnz team and is advanced on a “tag”
play. © .

3. On the “tag” play the member of the
team who stands highest in his class is
given the ball to run with it. The opposing
players must touch him as he runs and say,
*“Tag, you're it.”” But if he has his fingers
crossed at the time, or is touching wood.
he does not have to stop. For this purpose
wooden strips are laid across the field
every ten yards. If, however, he is caught

af|without his fingers crossed or touching

Wwood, he must put the ball down. Any op-
posing player who is glapped three times
on the back by:a member of the runner's
team is called ‘“‘out” and cannot ‘“‘tag"” the
runner,

4. Any player who takes hold of an op-
posing player, or who displays brusqueness
and lack of refinement, shall ‘be put futo a
compartment at the side lines known. as.
the “boneyard,” and shall not be released
until his captain shall answer ten questions
\without laughing.

5. After a touch-down has been made the
professor of rhetoric shall give five hard
words from the back of the book to the full-
bick of the team gcoring the touch-down.
If the full-back spells the five words cor-
rectly, his team Ig credited with two points,
the same as if a goal was kicked. If he
falls on any word the ball goes to the op-
posing team on the 25-yard line. The ball
must never be kicked, as it might strike
one of the players and injure him.

6. On resuming play after a touch-down,
all the players except one, form a ring
and join hands, singing,

“London bridge is falling down,
Falling down, falling down,
London bridge is falling down,
* So farewell, my ladies.” oy

The captain of the team agalnst Which
the score has been made is blindfolded and
put into the circle. After a time he ad-
vances and takes hold of a player who ts
asked three questions. He must guess at the
name of this player. If he guesses correetly
B¢ is allowed to advance the ball 15 yards.
I he fails the ball goes to the other team
8t the centre of the field. = :

‘7. Both spectators and players are expect-
ed_to be quiet and erderly at all times, es-
 pecially during the flental tests, :

s

O

Are free from il crude and frri‘ating mat-
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{our Holy Father, Leo

Holy Year, and“also & midnight mass’

5

| for December 31,1900, ‘to mark the cen-

tury’s end. This paper says:

- “In’ order to sanctify the t'of Dec

for the Solemn Homage asked the Holy

| Father to grant permission for the cele--
| the B. A C., including the minera men-{
also fi ‘

Thggsloly Father not
¢ ‘to the est,
thﬁﬁi&m '

on_the Dec.
Dec. 31, 1900. During
Bl s;:hmt!l?ent ::;duy be qolegsqlg e:t-
posed, wi e prudent permission 0.
the drdinax‘-y, and the faithful may re-
ceive: Holy Communion. This is the
most extraordinary: sgion - of the
whole reign of Leo XIIL, and it shows
how intently his wishes are fixed on the
celebration of the Holy Year as well as
on the International Homage to the Re-
deemer of mankind. - - |
The Universal Decree is as follows:
“It is most becoming that we who are
about to celebrate the commencement of
the Holy Year, happil§ proclaimed by
III., should, in
the depth ‘of night, rise to greet the au-
ther of time, and, prostrate before His

| altars, to'offer the ‘most acceptable Vie-

‘tim, who'is the Immaculate Lamb, as-
sisting at the Sacred Banqguet, so thdt
nl:: this most oppar%me_ time we (xlnay’ find
the assistance of His grace and mercy.
‘F%r our 'salvation :is nearer. Behold,
Row is the acceptable time; behold, now
is the day of salvation.” And, if the
kingdom of heaven, which'is the Church
on earth, is likened to thé ten virgins
going ' forth in the mnight' to meet the
Bridegroom, each one of us may, on the
occasion ' of this- solemn - festivity, con-
sider more attentively these sacred
words: ‘Trim your lamps; for behold
the Bridegroom cometh, go ye forth to
meet Him.’ e

“Since, moreover, at midnight of the
last day of December of the coming
year the present cenfury will come to an
end, and a mnéw one begim, it is very
appropriate that thamgs be given to God
by some pious and solemn ceremony for
the benefits received during the course
of the present century and owing to the
urgent necessity of the times, that great-
er favors be implored in order to begin
auspiciously’ the mew era.’
. “Therefore, in order that the approach-
ng year, ( may begin ‘happily
through the supplication of the assist-
ance of God and His Only Begotten Son,
our Redeemer, and that it may end, af-
ter a prosperous course, by ushering in
a still more ha: ecentury, as it is right
for us to expect, our Most Holy Father,
Leo XIII, gracipusly concedes that, with
the prudent consent of the Ordinary of
every place, at midnight on the 31st of
December, both .of the «closing and of
the coming year, jin all churches and
chapels where the Most Blessed Sacra-
ment may be exposed fo adoration; and
permission is given to read ' or to sing
at the same hour, ‘Coram Sanctissimo,’
one Mass of thé Feast-of Circumeision
of Our Lord-and the Octaye of the Na-
tivity; and permission is given, by spe-
.cial favor, to the faithful to receive Holy
Communion either during the Mass. or
after it; all necessary conditions to be
observed.

“All things to fhe
standing, |

(Signed.) ™"
*C. Bishop of Praeneste Card. Mazzella,

: . ‘“Prefect.
._“Sacred Congregation .of Rites.
“D. Panici, Secretary.
“Nov. 13, 1899,”
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Individual Aects  of Bravery C.;using
Names of British Soldiers to Live
in ‘History.

>

We are all famllfar with the wonderful '
achievements of Corporal Shaw, the Life-.
gnardsman who, at Waterloo, did such ter-'
rible execution with his sword apd whose
skull has long.been one of the gruesome |
relics of a collection of great historic inter-
est in London. .But later days than Water
loo have given us Instances of 'destruction
by individuals on the field of battie which
are even more appalling than Corporal |
Shaw’s. 2

We begin the list with a Boer. In our
last Transvaal war, when our troops were
camping in the shadow of Majuba, there
came forth, from day to day, a Boer
marksman, whq earned for himself the title
of the ‘‘secret; silent enemy,” Day after'
day, for eight days, he appeared aad claim-
ed a victim to his rifle, !

Huesars, fresh from the Afghan war, were
told off ‘to try their luck at the destroyer. *
He came again, warily, round his favorite
spur of hill, but for the last time. From |
thelr hiding place In the long grass the '
Hussars saw him, and one of them, named
Lent, afterwards a sergeant, took a-pot-shot
and brought him down at about 800 yards.
Five ddys later the body was found, where-
it had fallen from the saddie, by a party of
Highlanders, : i

Some wonderful things were done person- '
ally in the mutiny. Best known is the deed
of the late Maj.-Gen. McBean, at Lucknow
MeBean, who rosé to his distinguished po--
sition from ‘the rank of private, was with
bis men of the Ninety-third—he was then
lieutenant—storming the main breach.  His
own valour may be best understood from
the statement that with his claymore he
killed no fewer than- eleven sepoys, onc
after the other, in the slaughter in the Be-
gum Kotee. On February 23, 1858, an off-
cer named Evans, with eight men of the
Ninth Lancers, killed no fewer than sixty
of the mutineers. : [

In a letter from. the camp (Meed Gunges
the day after, Maj. Anson, of the Ninth,
said: - “Cole sguadron had a good.deal to
do, and C’a horse was killed, Evans, of
his troop, started off ‘with eight men after
some of the wretches, and killed about six-
ty..hm‘mhllleu.n‘n lrmed.t with a lance, kill-
3 S-n% z - Was - ?&W ed with

;‘wl A

ﬁthm% S Very amalty very! cusy

‘was_held until _
-that MT of ‘defenders prevented a
on,

% Little Hand.
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"7 *“It Is eurlously characteristic of our na-

HEROES OF THE BATTLEFIELD “had to dismiss the affair by saying -that

Then a couple of troopers of the !.Flrteel;tlr

the men seven or!D

_To return to Sotith Africa for a moment. |
immortal defence of Rorke’s drift
many acts of persomal daring ‘were exhib-
ited. Qnm_img-'gm the beavy batch
of V. O-m lere was the display of
prowess w “made Private Dunbar fa-
mous. Dunbar saw a mounted Zulu chief
approaching. The warrior rushed up to
the very muazzles of the rifles, but he got
no farther, for Dunbar shot him through
head, the bullet hitting another Zulu

as behind the chief,
After that, with eight successive shots,
Danbar killed as many Zulus, shooting them
as they came on to the attack round a ledge
of hill. It was only by such desperate per-
scnal fighting as this that ‘Rorke’s dritt
reinforcements came, and

3

epetiton, on a fa- larger scale, of  the
‘butchery of Isandhlwana—the Hill of the
Sir Evelyn Wood, V.C.. in his fascinating
reminiscences of the Crimean war, tells an;
awful, but stirring story of a Guardsman
at Inkerman. When Capt. Burnaby, of ths
Grenadiers, charged into the center of the
swarming foe, he was closely followed by
Privaté James Bancroft. Several Russians
furiously fell upon the private, who drove
his bayonet through the chest of the nearest
of ‘three men, but before he could withdraw
it he was bayonetted through the jaw.
‘Though he staggered back, still he kept
his eye on the man who had dealt the blow,
and shot him dead, killing the third man
with the bayonet. ) {
Two other Russians then fought Ban-
croft ‘at the same moment, and he fell,
pierced in the right side. Jumping up
again, however, he knocked down one of
his enemies, who, not bsing mich hurt,
clutched Bancroft’s legs as he fought the
other man.” The Guardsman killed both—
him on the ground by kicks with the heel
of the boot, and the other with the bayonet.

tion,” says Sir Evelyn, “that a sergeant,
ignoring, or possibly not percelving, ° that
the Russian on the' grounl was trying to
hold Bancroft, till. another Rnssian could
stab ‘him, shouted out forbidding Baneroft
to kick ‘a man that’s down.’ ”’

In the Balaclava charge one BEnglish
officer killed in succession the wheel, cen-
ter, and lead drivers of .a gun which the
Russians weére trying desperately hard to
carry off, and the records of the Crimea
and other long and protracted campaigns
stow that such exhibitions of. personal
might as this were far from uncommon.
Even in ‘the present operations in  the
Transvaal, a juvenile trumpeter has been
credited by the war correspondents with
slaying three Boers with a revolver. _

Ag might be expected, the records of the
‘Vietoria Cross furnish some rousing ex
amples 8T personal prowess in battle, apart
from that shee valor for which alone this
priceless decoration is awarded. Only two
or three instances can be quoted here. They
are typleal, :

There was Private Norman, who, in the
Crimea, at the close of 1854, was doing sin-
gle sentry at a lonely spot—and at mid-
night, too. It was the sort of post from
which some of the bravest of our troops
have bolted, and for nothing. But the un-
daunted Norman held his ground, despite
the fact that three great coated, ghostly
Russian soldiers were silently stealing up
to reconnoitre the British position. At the
supreme ‘moment—that /is,” when the lone
sentinel and the trio were almost face to
face—Norman rushed forward and in an in-
stant had a couple of the enemy in hiy
grasp. These he marched off to the picket,
but the third man escaped.

Again in the Crimea, Corporal John Pret-
tyman—*‘soldier an’ sailor, too,”’ for he was
one of her Majesty’'s Jollies—practically held
an important position at Inkerman, firing
so collectedly and well, not wasting a bul-
let, that that part of the Russian advance
was repulsed. The advantage to the allies
was not too dearly bought at the price of
the V.C., which was c¢onferred wupon this
self-relignt Marine Light Infantryman.

The twenty-two wounds which Lieut, A.
8, Jones, of the Ninth Lancers; received in
an affair with mutineers in June, 1857, were
an eloquent tribute to his own achievement
on the field of battle, though Maj. Anson

“9ones, with a small party, captured one
of the enemy's guns, and it was fired four
times against them with success.”

Lieut. Gen. C. T. 8. Gough, V.C., has by
his prowess on the battlefield made a name
for himself that all good soldiers envy, and
the same can be said of many of our prom
inent naval and military men.

It is put on record that Trupeter Mona-
ghan and Private Anderson, of the Second
Dragoon Guards, who in 1858 rushed to the
rescue of their colonel, ‘who had béen at-
tacked in the jungle by -sepoys, slew forty
of the enemy, with the help of the com-
manding officer, who had himself already.
accounted for half a dozen of the mutin-
eers. Monaghan and Anderson got the V.C,

All the cases which have been given are
but illustrations of that amazing exhibition
of pluck and resource on the part of the
British soldier and sailor which have from
time to time compelled the admiration of
the world.—Tit-Bits.

‘NEW DENVER.

New Denver, ‘Dee. 22.—As & vesult of
the votes taken last Saturday night by the
full attendance of the miners’ unioas in the
camp, particularly at Sandon, the delega-
tion from the miners have been ir confer-
ence duripg the week with the represemta-
tives of the mine owners. No definite con-
clusion has yet been arrived at, so far, at
least as the general public is permitted to
glean. There have been various rumors
of a settlement, but they are without foun-
dation, The compromise offer from the
owners was $3.25 for hand-drillers.

R. F. Green, M, P, P, for the Slocan divi-
sion, was here on Saturday and Sunday
eliciting the views of his constituents as
to the needs of this vicinity. Chier among
these were urged the Silver Mountair
wagon road and the enlargement of the
public school, with an additional teacher.
In addressing the miners at Union hall on
Saturday evening, Mr, Green §tated that the
eight-hour law would never be repealed, as
out of a total membership in the legislature
of 38, no less than 28 have pledged them-
selves to its individual support.

The heavy thaw of the past day or so
caused some dangerous slides to eome dowiL

New. workings ‘have been opened up on
the Bosun ground, just above the No, 1
ift, with the alleg-d purpose of tapping
 big ore chute whizl, was last summer

ered a few score fcet away on the

eral question did not enter

passable zone of fire, deadly in an equal
degree to. both the foes,' * * * The

remining | In Two Cases the éi:;ef Execu.

‘Aorangi last evening, adds another to
the list of long-lived Amh:ahsian minis-

the past month or‘two. Federation was
no sooner accomplished than the record
of defeat began, and impartial disaster
followed each of the premiers who had
‘been instrumental in procuring its en-
dorsement by the will of . the people.
Mr. Reid, who was admitted on all sides
to have an almost prescriptive claim upon
the federal premiership, went first, in
New'Sonfh'Watli_es_, by amlqn’ "'-“ngﬁ
fasics . wehich 'r:or%:fmh. decide the
fate of long-lived ministries. The fed-

into the mat-

ter any more than it did in the other
colonies. In Tasmania, for instance, so
staunch a federalist as Sir Edward Brad-
don left office on an issue very closely
resembling that which decided the fate
of the ministry in New South Wales.
In South Australia the same fate was
meted out to Mr. Kingston; and in
Queensland Mr, Dickson, the ‘political
heir of a long line of holders of the pre-
mier’s office, had been similarly defeated.
Last of all, in Vietoria, the administra-
tion of Sir George Turner, after holding
office with credit during one of the most
trying periods of the country’s history,
and after doing yeoman service in the
cause of Australian federation has been
seen to go to pieces before an admittedly
weak attack, and on a narrow adverse
majority of 11 votes. In Western Aus-
tralia the federal question is likely to
give even the historic Forrest adminis-
tration trouble, if not to precipitate the
dissolution that the opposition leader de-
mands; while in New Zealand the fate
of the Seddon ministry depended upon
the results of the general elections set
for the 6th December. Premier Seddon
had stated his position plainly. He was
absolutely opposed to New Zealand join-
ing the Australian federation. New
Zealanders, in his opinion, should feder-
ate with their fellow-colonists for defence
and perhaps one or two other P i
but beyond that he believed in maintain-
ing the individaal nationality of New
Zealand.

Mr. Dickson, the Queensland premier,
found himself and his ministry in an
awkward position from which there was
no escape. The railways standing com-
ittee bill, a government measure hav-
ing for its object the establishment of
a ‘body somewhat similar to the Board
of Arbitration once - instituted in this
province, was carried on the second read-
ing by & majority of one. For this one
-the government was indehted to a mem-
ber of the Independent Labor party. Af-
ter the defeut of a proposal to enlarge
the scope of the committee, the premier
moved that the speaker leave the chair,
and Mr. Dawson, leader of the Labor
Opposition party, moved the next order
of business—virtually taking ‘the leader-
ship out of the hands of the premier,
who accepted the position and opposed
the resolution as tantamount to a vote
of want of confidence, 'The motion was
defeated by the same majority of one,
the Independent Labor member coming
to the assistance of the government. To
quote . the Sydney Morning. Herald:
“Manifestly a premier who has only this
slender and variable a majority upon
which to rely cannot hold office with
credit to himself or even with due re-
gard to the fundamental principles of
constitutional _government.”  Premier
Dickson accordingly placed his resigna-
tion, and those of his colleagues, in the
hands of the lieutenant governor, and
asked for a dissolution of the house. This
Wwas not granted, and Mr. Dawson, the
leader of the Opposition, was sent for,
he succeeding after some trifling delay,
in forming a ministry as follows: Prem-
ier and Chief Secretary, Mr. A. Dawson;
Attorney General, Mr. O. B, FitzGerald;
Home Secretary, Mr, H. Tunley; Treas-
urer and Postmaster General, Mr. W.
Kidston; Mines and Public Instruction,
Mr. W. H. Browne; Lands and Agricul-
ture, Mr. H, F. Hardacre; Railways and
Works, Mr, Fisher. It is not anticipated
that the new gocvernment will experi-
ence any difficulty in “carrying on.”

In Southi Australia the long-expected has
also happened. The premier (and attorney-
general) was catechised at some length in
the assembly, and Mr. Burgoyne, the chair-
maR of what is known as the Country par-
ty, acting in eonjunction with the leader
of the opposition, then called for a division,
which resulted in 25 voting with the gov-
ernment and 26 against it. the announce-
ment of the result being received with
cheers. The Labor party supported the
ministry in haif-hearted fashion; while the
Country party was divided. Mr. Borgoyne
stocd aside, and Mr. Solomon, the straight
opposition leader, was invited to become
premier.

In the neighboring colony of Victoria
there ‘was a scene of excitement prior to
the adoption of a want of confidence mo-
tion applied.to. the ministry of Sir Georga
Turner, which passed by 47 to 38. Sir
George Turneyr promptly waited upon Lord
Brassey, the governor, and Informed his
Excellency that an adverse vote had been
carried against the ministry, submitting
also ministerial reasoms in support of an
application to the governor to dissolve the
house.  Lord Brassey could not see hig way
clear to grant a dissolution, and, accepting
Sir George Turner’s resignation, sent for
tb‘e opposition leader, Mr. McLean.

o
A PARADOX IN ARMS.

Weapons of To-day Less Deadly Than
Thost ‘of the Past.

In one remarkable respect the events
of the present struggle have falsified the
predictions of many would-be prophets,
though not of men who have really
studied war. It has always been a
superstition with the half-informed that
with the great improvement in weapons

which has come in modern times, the loss
of life on the battlefield would increase
in exactly proportionate ratio. M. Bloeh,
for example, has told us that “between
the combatants will always be an im-

will advance 1

t in the two

tries that have gomé out of office during | B
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provided: with one of the
ex}sten?e. ‘Ai:ld ‘they hav
& 088 In each casé which is far heow
that sustained in similar actions of |

losses, with a rough estim ate in each
m_&i the :gt:.lh engaged, and an ap.
imation € percentage which the
loss bears to that_ total; - 3
4 i Total P.cent.

T Kil'a W’d. En'gd. of Joss
Gleneoe,. .... ... 48 291 4,000 6.7
Elandslaagte ., .... 51 213 3,000

elmont.. .. .. .. 40 238 7,000
Graspan.. .. .. ...i 4 104 6,700
Modder River .. .. 72 396 8,000

In no case has the loss reached 10 per
cent. of theiwhole rorce, though there
have been gpgiments and small detach-
ments which. have suffered altogether
disproportionately. The detachman+
Gordons lost one-third|
heroic Marines, in thei*
sault upen the kopje |
nearWr ee:g.e of 1
ing, ~all -their o
ground.

8r

At Albuera, one of {
tions of the Peninsular
Spanish army lost 7,00(
In the attack on the hi
the key of the French position, the 57th
Regiment lost 425 officers and men out
of 570, and only 1,800 unwounded Brit-
ish soldiers out of 6,000 reached the top.
This -was an umsuccessful assault, yet
the enormous losses prove the deadlinesc
of the old weapons. In ten other in
stances, from 1377 to 1800, the average
of losses was from' 25 to 10 per cent.

The seeming paradox that modern
weapons are less deadly than the old
Minie or Brown Bess is thus explained:
In the first place, the man of to-day is a
more nervous orgamism than was the
man of 1800 or 1850. 'In the second
Ql-acq, the effeet of the artillery prepara-
tion is now infinitely greater than it wae
in the past, and will become even more
extraordinary in the future. Aq the
lyddite shell is to the shrapnel of the
present, 8o the shrapnel is to the feeble
round shot or shell of the past. In the
yery near futu_re our field batteries will
be supplied with the terrible lyddite-
charged projectile, which is five times
more efficacions among the stony kopjes
of the South African veldt than the
shrapnel with which our batteries are at
present supplied. Themn our 5 and 4 per
cents. of losses will dwindle to 2% and
2 per cents.
.Mormver, in the past the soldiers were
elthqr long-service men or trained in
continuous fighting, ' Such troops will
take more punishment than the two or .
three years’ soldier of the Continent to-
day, because their discipline is greater.
Our own fighting army is composed
practically of six years’ service men—
when the Reservists are included—and
is at the present time, man for man, the
finest fighting foree in the world.

—————

FEEDING THE ARMY,

7.
4.
2.
5.

e

What It Means to Supply 116,000 Men
and 51,000 Horses,

Ihe London Times prints an interest-
ing article on the provisioning of the
British army in South Africa. 'The
basis of the arrangement is that there

shall be four months’ supplies always
available at the seat of war for 110,000
troops and native transport helpers,
and 51,000 horses and mules. At the
present moment there are only three
months’ supplies on hand in South Af
rica, but the additions necessary to bring
the totals up to four momths’ limit are
being despatched with speed, and that
limit once reached, will be maintained
as long as may be thought necessary.
Of the enormous quantities of food
which go to make up a four months’
supply for this number of men and ani-
mals few persons can have even the re-
motest idea. The one item of preserved
meat alone stands is the same quantity.
Of biscuit there are 400,000 pounds, tea 1t
200,000 pounds, sugar at 200,000 pounds,
compressed vegetables at 800,000 pounds,
and salt at 400.000 pounds. One article
of diet. which has been found particul-
arly suitable for troops om active service
is a preparation of meat and vegetables
cooked together. Of this a single con-
tractor is sending tins at the rate of
half a million each month. Of conden-
sed milk eweetened and unsweetened, the
four months’ supplies represent 360,000
tins

Particularly imteresting is the item of
jam. This commonly was first given to
the British troops in the Soudan expedi-
tion of 1884 and 1885, and it was after-
wards supplied to the Ashanti expedition.
It was reported on very favorbaly on
each occasion, for not only was it regard-
ded with favor by the troops, but it was
found to be a distinetly healthy food, es-
pecially on account of its amit}cor,bu_tic
properties, am important consideration
in the absence of a good supply of fresh
vegetables. Jam has therefore takemn its
permanent place a8 onme good thing
among others for troops to fight on, and
the quantities to be kept in 'South Africa
as a four months’ reserve amount to mo
less than 1,400,000 pounds; comsigned in
tins each contining a single pound. In re-
gard to the liquids the list provides for
80,000 gallons of rum, 12,000 bottles of
whiskey, 32,000 bottles of port wine,
neariy 40,000 pounds weight of lime
Jjuice, a vast quantity of “sparklets” for
making soda water, and 80 tons of alum
for purifying spring or river water, of
which the guality may be doubtful.
Of tobacecos the quantity sent out by
jfor the four months s
“this, of course, being
nt of the amount con-
te donors. It should
er, that the troops have
to pay for the tobacco supplied by the
War Office, doing so at the rate of 1s.
per pound, so that no doubt they would
be doubly pleased to zet free gifts from
the . British public. Of ordinary hospital
supplies the quantities are based on the
supposition that 10 per cent. of the troops
are always either sick or wounded.
though happily, this percentage is never
reached, In the way of disenfectants,
also, it is assumed that during each four
months there will—may be—required
6,000 pounds of earbolic acid powder, 20
tons of chloride of lime. 10, gallons of
izal, and 10 tons of McDougall’s d.sin-
fecting powder. Still another item on
the list is that of 80,000 pounds of can-
dles. For the horses and mules there
are provided, for the same period 25,000
tons. ‘of “hay, 31,000 tons of oats, and
3,000 toms of bran.
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