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have said at the expense of this humble
organ of public opinion. They have
actually managed to make themselves
interesting. We think it time now to
make this acknewledgment of their ex-
ceeding cleverness, and to express the
hope that they will keep up their sport.
If they will take our advice they * will
fight it out on that line if it takes all
summer.” What the people of British
Columbia are aching for is an -exposure
of the real character of the Oononist,
1f this could be done real thoroughly,
we have no doubt that the voters would
yise en masse next summer and-do some-
thing. Perhaps that something might
not be wholly to the liking of our opposi-
$ion friends; but n’impomie—we cannot

--gll have what we would like in this
world, andthe consciousness of having
-gsoundly berated the Conemist, the pres-
tige of even a one-gided contest with this
paper are worthy of the tax upon their
ingenuity, which their labor calls for.
They must excuse us if we do not give
them as much attention as their excited
condition might appear at first sight to
yequire; but really there are some things,
which for the present appear to be of
more importance, and while these en-
gage our attention our friends can play
high jinks with the Ceroxisr to their
heart’s content.

Will we be excused for reminding
them that they have yet to score a sin-
gle point against the government? The
QoroxisT is no part of the governmental
machinery of the province, and though it
were all the fancy eof its opposition
friends paints it, that would be no reason
for suggesting that the business of the
province is being badly cared for, and,
after all has said and done, that is
really the only point about which the
voters care a straw. The assault on the
QOoronisT is a confession by these people
that they have nothing to say against
the government. But we will be a little
more specific.

The Hon. Col. Baker iz a minister,
against whom the opposition press is
never tired of railing. There may be
uncomplimentary adjectives, which are
not actionable, that the oppogition press
has not applied to Col. Baker, but we do
not recall any. Ool. Baker is provincial
gecretary, minister of mines and minis-
ter of education. In this province the
work of provincial secretary does not

——#ing him very closely in contact with

. the public; but the department of mines
and education have to do with every
person in the province. We believe it
conceded that the department of mines
has been managed in a manner that has
given universal gatisfaction. We know
that its administration has elicited the
highest praise from persons outside of
the province, who have had business in
connection with our mines. We know
that the opposition press has yet to say
the first word against the administration
of the department. We know that the
first word of uncomplimentary criticism
has yet to be spoken in the legislature.
‘We think it altogether likely that there
may have been errors of judgmentin dis-
charging the manifold responsibilities
with which this department has to deal,
but the fact that nothing has occurred
to call forth an expression of dissatis-
faction in the public press or on the

sault from the oppositien press. A part

and parcel of the opposition programme

is an attack upon him, He is the target

for all their invective. He is held up as

a man whose very presence ia the gov-

ernment is a reason why that govern-

wment should be defeated, and yet neither

as Provincial Secretary nor as Minister

of Mines, nor yet as Minister of Educa-

tion have they found a single word to say
against him. We are asked to discuse
the record of the government. This is
the record of one of the ministers who
presides over three departments. We
assert that he has discharged his mani-
fold duties honorably and well. We
tell his slanderers that the records of
thoese departments are open as the day,
and that they will search them in vain
for a scandal, for a case of wilful
neglect, or for an error in judgment of,
sufficient gravity te form the subject of
discussion in the legislature. Col.
Baker’s mistake, in a political sense, is
that he keeps too closely to his work.
He might meve around more among the
people, and thus make more political
capital for himself. It is because he
does not play to the galleries that the
gallery gods of British Columbia politics
howl at him. He can afford to despise
their ill-will, fer he knows that if he were
to retire from public life to-morrow he
would leave a record without a scandal,
and one against which no single specific
charge of maladministration had ever
been made.

Qur opposition friends having yelled
themselves hoarse at Col. Baker, have
pitched their voices in a different key,
and are now giving the Coronist the
most of their attention, as we have said
above. We might say of them as a
British statesman once said of his
malicious critics: ‘“Cease, vipers, you
bite against a file!’? Bat really it is
necessary to have a little fun to keep us
from getting too serious in these intense
times, and so we hope they will con-
tinue their labor of love.

By

-THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL.

When two months or more ago the
Covronist challenged the oppaosition press
to a discussion of the record of the ad-
ministration, promising to reprint any
specific charge, made against any of the
departments or the ministry as a whole,
and to give at the same time the proper
answer or explanation, the Wellington
Enterprise, alone of all those to whom
the challenge was addressed, responded
by alleging incompetency and careless-
ness on the part of the Attorney-Gen-
eral. Inorder to bring itself within the
terms of the challenge, it specified two
instances. One of these was that of the
taxes of the Victoria Lumber Company,
which it alleged were lost to the province
through the failure of the Attorney-Gen-
eral to be present or be represented: at
the appeal. The other case was that of
Koksilah vs. the Queen, wherein it was
alleged that, through the negligence of
the Attorney-General, a right of appeal
had been lost and the province was in
consequence the loser of several thousand
dollars. We reprinted these charges, and
in reply to the first showed that the
Attorney-General, so far from having
neglected the rights of the province in

not prosecuting these persons. What

we are told he should have given us is

the great moral spectacle of a mighty

corporation being prosecuted like a com-

mon criminal, even although acquital

was absolutely certain from the start.

We can conceive of conditions where
a demonstration of the equ'alit.yori every-
one before the law is worth all that such
fruitless prosecutions would have cost,
but the law is too well administered in
British Columbisa to call for such a de-
monstration here. The matter was one
peculiarly for the exercise of the best
discretion of the Attorney-General, and,
if he has decided that there shall be no
prosecutions in the cases cited, we think
it may be safely assumed, until the coh-
trary ia shown, that he has exercised a
wise diseretion upon the facts. As two
lines of action were open to him, he had
to choose one or the other, and we ven-
ture to say that if he had begun prose-
cutions, which he knew in advance
would fail, the first persons to assail him
for so doing would be those who are now
attacking him for not prosecuting.

We think that we have given above
all the specific charges of misfeazance
that have been made against the Attor-
ney-General. Ajsweeping charge is made
that he ‘does not personally prosecute
criminals. As a rule he does mot; but
the same thing is true of the Attorneys-
General of the other provinces. And in
federal affairs we do not find the Minis-
ter of Justice appearing for the Crown in
Crown cases. In some of the other
provinces gpecial officers are appointed
to act as prosecutors, and although the
Attorney-General always may intervene,
he scarcely does so. There are several
reasons for this that ought to be obvious
toany one. It isimpossible forone man
to cover all the ground and at the same
time to atterd to the purely counsel
work of the department. Thisis true in
all the provinces, but it is true in a spec-
ial manner of British Columbia, where
on account of the novelty of the condi-
tions and the wonderful development in
progress, legal questions are constantly
arising upon which the Attorney-Gen-
eral must pass, and it would be impossi-
ble for him to attend to them eatisfac-
torily, if he were obliged to travel around
to the assizes and devote himself to the
details of every criminal trial. We are
not surprised to-hear persons, who are
unfamiliar with the matter, ask why the
Attorney-General does not try all the
criminal cases, but any reasonable man
will admit that the above explanation is
satisfactory. Some of the papers which
criticize the Attorney-General, are con-
trolled by American citizens from the
State of Washington, where the Attor-
ney-General has two deputiesand a reti-
nue of clerks, and never thinks of paying
the slightest attention to a criminal
prosecution,

Upon one thing all the people of the
province are agreed, mamely tbat the
laws are well administered. Justice as
it is administered in British Columbia is
a household phrase in all the Pacific
Coast states. The absence of prominent
vice and crime in our cities, the orderly
condition of our mining camps, the
safety of life and property everywhere
are a source of pride and gratification to

has come in for the most frequent as- |¢lamor against the Attorney-General for |goods o go over the passes in bond, | U bian to make specific charges against

just so sure is it that the Cana-
dian government will not permit 0740
pound of goods to pass Lake Tagish, and
will force the whole traffic to make
choice between the St. Michael’s and
the Stickeen routes. If our neighbors
were not blinded by their own folly they
would see how impotent they are in this
matter. They have everything to gain
and nothing to lose by being civil.
They have nothing to gain and every-
thing to lose by making hogs of them-
gelves. We confess to the greatest sur-
prise that two papere, like the Seattle
Times and Post-Intelligencer, cannot see
that the efforts they are making to hurt
the trade of Victoria will, if they suc-
ceed, do Victoria an immense amount of
good and practically close the Yukon to
Seattle trade. .

The Stickeen route is perfectly feasi-
ble, and it will be the great route of
travel next year. -~ Nevertheless, of the
thousands who seek the Golden Yukon,
many will select the routes over the
passes. We suppose a large number. of
those who ecome from Seattle will go that
way. These people will need a custom
house at Lake Tagish where they can
enter their goods, but there will be no
custom house there another year, if the
proposed hoggish policy at Dyea pre-
vails. If our neighbors would display
their usual good sense, they would ac-
cept the inevitable, and no more claim
the right to take goods duty free into
the Yukon than they do into Kootenay,
or than Canadians do to.take goods duty
free into Montana.

Worp has been received that the
United States custom house officer is
collecting $30 duties on Canadian horses
landed at Skagway to be used in pack-
ing. Admitting the jurisdiction of the
United States at this point, the collector
probably has a color of right on his side,
just as the Canadian officers would have
a perfectly legal right to collect duty on
horses from the United States as soon as
they cross the boundary. This matter
will form the subject of representations
to Washington, and in the meantime,
though it would seem to be the natural
thing for the Canadian custom house
officers to retaliate, we hope they will
permit humanitarian considerations to
prevail and allow American citizens the
privilege- of msing their own horses to
pack goods into Canadian territory. It
is important that no unnecessary ob-
stacles should be put in the way of the
people who are struggling across the
passes. We think the United States
treasury may be trusted to do what is
right in the premises, which would be to
refund the duties collected on the Can-
adian horses.

Tae Nanaimo Review intimates that
Messrs. Maxwell and McInnes, M.’s P,,
contemplate leaving federal politics for
the provincial arena, and we are asked
how we will arrange the cabinet then.
The question has reference to the sug-
gested cabinet which this paper pub-
lished a week or so ago. This is really
very amusing. The suggested cabinet
did not originate in the Coronisr. The
¥ancouver World printed it and said
that Mr. Drury, an officer of the Liberal

¢he Government, and promised to reprint
and reply to them. We have waited for
an acceptance to the challenge, lo, these
many weeks, and all we get is a lot of
epithets directed at the Coronist. All
of which is exceedingly amusing, for it
shows that the Columbian is simply at
its wits’ end for anything bearing a faint
resemblance to facts. Nothing will doit
now but that we shall discuss some an-
cient history with it. Will it have pa-
tience? The Times has a staff cor-
respondent who wishes to cross lances
with us over Jonah and the whale.
When we have got through with this,
we may hope to reach the redistribution
plan of 1890 after a reasonable time.
Meanwhile we invite the Columbian to
devote a few columns to elucidating
whether the Neanderthal man parted his
hair on the middle or on one side. Thig
has quite a8 much to do with the elec-
tions next year, or the status of the
present provincial administration, as
the redistribution of 1890 has. Mean-
while we extend to the Columbian our
distinguished consideration, and beg to
inform it that when we discuss politics
we endeavor to diecuss politics, and
when we discuss ancient history we do
so openly and above board, no man
daring to make us afraid.

Tae Times asks if the CoroNisT thinks
the words ‘‘Premier of British Colum-
bia’’ should be held out ‘‘to gild the bait
which is dangled before the eyes of the
ignorant and credulous.”” On the ab-
stract proposition we should say that no
words shotald be held out for such a
purpose. We remember to have seen
the name of the Premier of New Bruns-
wick at the head of a telephone company,
but do not remember to have heard any
one insinuate that there was anything
wrong about it, and they run politics at
pretty high pressure in New Brunswick.
We have seen the name of the same
gentleman, who is now Minister of
Railways, on the directorate of a brand
new Montreal company, and the only
paper that insinuated there was any-
thing wrong about it promptly apolo-
gized on being informed that the
company sought nothing at the hands of
parliament or the government. If the
improbable happens and a ecertain
gentleman, who shall be nameless,
becomes lieutenant-governor, and his
name shall ‘appear as a director of a
company with all his titles, we shall not
jomp at the conclusion that the concern
is necessarily a fraud designed to dupe
the ignorant and credulous.
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NEW WORLDS TO CONQUER.

will give up Dominion for Provincial
politics. Mr, Maxwell has not yet pub-
licly said as much, but that he is con-
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There is a rumor, that seems to be
well founded, that Mr. Maxwell, M.P,,

sidering the idea 1s a foregone conclu-
sion. In reference to this, Mr. W. W,
B. McInnes, M.P. for Nanaimo, may be
said to be in the same box.—Nanaimo
Review.

CANADA ALL RIGHT.

Whatever advantage might accrue to
Canada from complete independence,
would be more than counterbalanced by
the disadvantages that would be very
apt to follow, as they have done in the
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