The Grand Trunk Pacific Contract Is Explained Clearly’
and Defended. |

MR. BORDEN'S PLAN IS CALLED MANIFEST FOLLY

3

Premier Says He Has Worked for Canada Only, Inde-
pendent of Race and Creed.

A MOST ELOQUENT APPEAL FOR NATIONAL UNITY

N

Stirring Speeches by Mr. George C. Gibbons, K.C., and
Candidates in Three Ridings.

MESSRS. MACDONALD, McKENZIE AND HOLMES

Pleasing Incidents Along the Route—A Choir at Wingham—
—Monster Meeting at Lucknow Attended by Two |
Thousand Five Hundred People—Full Reports
of Premier’s Four Addresses—A Good
Day’s Work for Sir Wilirid.

Lucknow, Oct. 17.— A grand triumphal | companied the Premier and delivered
sonfe stirring speeches, Every meeting
| was interesting throughout, and there
was not a dull moment during the en-
tire day for the crowds of people who
had gathered to hear their representa-
tives speak.

GATHERING AT EXETER

progress through the northern ridings
l)f

of enthusiasm,

of the western peninsula Ontario

arousing a great wave
which swept along the country side as
the advance

continued—as such might

be described the tour of four constit-
uencies of Huron and Bruce Counties
by of

With glorious weather |

Several Hundred Electors Assembled

vhich was |
which was to Greet the Premier. l
|

made the Premier

Canada today. |
the If the turnout of the people of |
Exeter can be taken as a criterion, |
that ,town will do well for the !
Liberal cause on Nov. 3. As the train |
with Sir Wilfrid on board pulled into
the depot, cheers went up from several |
hundred throats, only to be renewed |
shortly afterwards when the Premier
appeared on the platform, and was in-
troduced to the gathering., A commit-
tee of representative Liberals boarded
the car and extended a most cordial
welcome to the Premier on behalf of
the Liberals of Exeter, at the same
time expressing regret because he was |
unable to make a longer stay. The
committee included Messrs. J. G. Stan-
bury, secretary of the Exeter Liberal
Association; D. McInnes, Usborne; W.
Hewson, Exeter; C. Lewis, Crediton,
and George Samwell, Exeter. Sir Wil- |
frid was introduced, and as he stepped
forward, an elector said:

“We are glad to see you.”

“Yes, and I am equally glad to see |
you,” readily replied the Premier, who
continuing, said:

“Fellow-citizens of the town of!
Exeter, T am sorry that my stay
amongst you in this good old county
of Huron is to be so very short. A
friend in the crowd, a friend unknown |
to me, says he is glad to see me. He |
cannot be any more pleased to see me
than I am to see him.
my stay is very short, but I am en
gaged in some missionary work and |
have to go elsewhere. I am told there |
is no need of missionary work for me?
here. You are all the right kind, all
of the true persuasion. There are per-
haps a few stray sheep from the fold,
but we hope everybody will vote right.
We hope all differences will be sunk,
and that you will return my friend |
Mr. Fraser triumphant as the member
for South Huron. (Applause.) Per-
haps, sir, there may be amongst you
some of the old grits who have pre-
ferred another man than Mr. Fraser.
It is impossible to please everybody.
If we were all to be of the same kind, !
all of the same mind, there would be no |
fun in this world. It is simply because |
we have different views that mankind |
moves forward. Therefore there are
men who prefer one candidate to an-
other, but I beg you in the name of
the cause to forget all these old preju- |
dices and accept the candidate accepted
by the majority. (Applause.)
If united, we win, divided we fall. And,
gentlemen, if we are united in the
cause. we may well afford to sink all |
differences as to persons.

Government Has Done Well. |

“Let me tell you that the Govern- |
ment which I have the honor to repre- |
sent before you today has not done so
badly during the last eight years, and !
if we have not done badly, then I tell |
you we shall do better, because we |
belong to a progressive party and from |
day to day we are doing better. Today
we doing better than yvesterday,
and we have given you a good govern-
ment, and during the past eight years
we have done well by the people of
this great Dominion, and there is no
reason why we should not do better |
still during the next eight years. [

“Now let me tell you there is no
doubt as to the result on Nov. 3. We |
are going to win once more, and we
are going to sweep the country from
the Atlantic to the Pacific. (Applause.)
Not only that. The Province of On-
tario will come into line, and I will
not be satisfied unless we have a ma-
jority in all the provinces in the
Dominion, commencing with this Prov-
ince of Ontario. If we are to accom-
plish this I want your support. Can-

overhead, Huron and Bruce train |

the
out

with Premier's
putled of the G. T. R. station in
L.ondon 8 o'clock in the morning,
and at half past 9 o'clock at night the
train returned thither. And in
meantime there had occurred some
of the enthusiastic
tions of the con-
courses of people, and marked by some
of the that have
ever characterized a political campaign
in this part of the of
ada. In fact, the great “uprising”
the people Huron and
terday was far more than the triumph
political leader. It tribute
grand scale to a great statesman,
eat 1 great |
It was a tribute to the mag-
nificent administration which has been
conducted under Sir Wilfrid Laurier for
the people of Canada during the past
eight yeur The people of Huron and
Bruce were conscious that the man who
was passing through the land was the
one who was guiding Canada through
of the
history,

car attached,

at

same
the

most
,)}'

demonstra-

some greatest

grandest speeches,

Dominion Can-

of
of

Bruce yes-

of a was a
on a

who is also the eader of a

gr

country.
S.

one most momentous epochs in
throwing the
light upon her intrinsic greatness, and
who was facilitating the development
of her greatest powers and possibilities
The triumphal progress of yesterday
increased gradually in magnificence as
the Premier and his party went farther
north, until the <g¢rand climax
2ached in tne Town of Lucknow
Crowds of people flocked to the line of
the Huror. and Bruce Railway, and
stationed themselves at vantage points
along its route in order to get a leok
at the Great Canadian, to hear a
word from him if possible, and perad-
venture to shake his hand, the hand
that had done so much for Canada. At
four places did the Premier address
meetings, namely at Exeter, Clinton,
Wingham and Lucknow. At some
stopping places the Premier and Lady
Laurier were presented with bouquets
by little tots of children who were held
up to the rear platform where the
Premier was standing. These little
ones invariably received a kiss and an
affectionate pat on the head by the
"Premier and his lady. And so many
were the people who wanted to shake
Sir Wilfrid’s hand, or to have their
children shake it, that it was often
difficult for the train to get under way
again. :
The Premier did not attempt in
of his speeches to enter into the de-
tails of his administrition during the
nast eight years, nor to go minutely
into his policy for the present and the
future, His main theme was the
Grand Trunk Pacific Railway, and in
this connection he vindiecated the
policy of the Governmendt, :ilx'd. s’n't'\\'ui
up the fallacies of the Opposition in a
masterly manner. He also touched up-
the facts that the taxation of the
people had been decreased per head
during the past eight years, that _th»
revenue had been at the same time
largely increased and the public debt
had been decreased, as compared with
average annual increase of the ert
under Conservative rule of six millions
of dollars. The Premier was in the very
best of trim and never for an i_nsmn!
showed the effects of the continuous
rain which he was undergoing. giv
spoke in happy vein, and put the rail-
way scheme of Mr. Borden in such &
light that it seemed indeed ridiculous,
and made his hearers laugh. He showed

Unfortunately |

her who was

was

any

are

on

| train had pulled out.

|

I'ser,
| Huron — numbers of citizens had as-
| sembled

| The Premier did not speak at
I place,
i Robert Holmes, the candidate for the
| west riding,
| Sir Wilfrid and Lady Laurier. The car
| was first boarded by a committee com-

| Bwan,

| Sir Wilfrid spoke to fully one thousand
| people.

| by

| ments, to find myself in this good town | I

|is the home of my friend, Mr.

LAURIER

hands with the Premier, and such ex- |
pressions as “I hope you will live long
and die happy,” and “God bless you,
Mr. Laurier,” were heard as the good
people shook hands with Sir Wilfrid.
The cheering did not subside until the

which the
{during the

country shas been
past eight years.

blessed

Has Enjoyed Prosperity.

“I do not pretend that we have been
infallible. I do not pretend that we do
not make mistakes, that have not
been led into errors. 1 am ared to
say that in departmental matters we
have occasionally made mistakes. We
cannot avoid making them; but if you
look at the history of our administra-
tion for the last eight years you will
be forced to come to the conclusion that
Canada has enjoyed prosperity, which
has been unbounded. N more than
that. The name of Canada has traveled
far and wide, and there is no man who
| does not today feel prouder at
himself a 'Canadian than he
vears ago? Is that not so?
Everyone will admit it,
friend or foe. Providence may have
been with us, but let me tell you that
Providence ‘helps those who help them-
sely We doe-mot--lonspire against
ourselves at Ottawa, as our opponents
did when they were in office. No won-
der Providence did not do thing for
them, as they did not do anything for
themselves, We turned a new f: We
opened a new page in the book, and the
country has nced.

“When my

re
e

PREMIER AT CLINTON

Addresses a Large Gathering at the
Railway Depot.

At Hensall and Brucefield—the lat-
ter place the home of Mr. Thomas Fra-
the Liberal candidate for South
did €
Yes, it
whether he

at the railway stations to
catch a glimpse of Sir Wilfrid Laurier.
either
home of Mr.

is.

be

At Clinton, the

an ovation was tendered
any

posed of Messrs. D. F, Macpherson,
W. Brydene, W. D. Fair, D. McCorvie,
J. Fteland, A. J. Morish, H. Beattie,
Dr. Agnew, Dr. Shaw and George Mc-
ex-M. P., each of whom
presented to the Premier and his
timable wife. A temporary platform sentative, s there
was erected at the depot, and from this cause to reegret a
think not.
ton, I c«

'nd, the Hon. Mr.

life

late
‘rom
your
who has
vote as given?
Therefore, cit
me to you simply
from. ancther

was | Cameron, was removed
.

es- | selected Mr. Holmes as re

The greatest enthusiaasm pre-
vailed. In response to the introduction
Mr. Holmes, the Prime Minister th important duties,

said: ho n a position in the party

- “Itis a great pleasure to me,” he be- f the country, and

gan, “even if it be only for a few mo- | name of the party and the country that
for Mr. Holmes. He is
s country a lit to
and of the best men
these reasons I vou
support. T am

nart of the country,

mv o ity of Queb

v fri ¢
province,

ask supnort
honor to

the Province,
we have. For
to give us his

me for
that it
Robert
Holmes, your former member, and,

I hope, and expect, your member i1
the next Parliament. There is no bet- | in I
ter man in the House of Commons, no  and I shall be much mistaken if «
better man in the town of Clinton, but the news of Mr. Holmes’

I can speak with assurance of the not be brought to me. Holmes now
House of Commons that there no is my to
better man in that body than good.
honest Robert Holmes, as true as steel,
as brave as a lion, as gentle as a lamb.
Is there any reason why on this pres
ent occasion Mr. Holmes should not be
once more elected to the House?
Everyone will agree, whether friend
foe, that there has never been a man
more devoted to this county, to this
Province, or to the country at large,
than Robert Holmes. I do not want
to have a better follower in the House
of Commons; not that he is a follower
at every bidding, but he has a mi
of his own., There are other reasons.

Why Change the Government?

“I want to know whether there is
any cause why you should change the
Government of Canada at the present
time. You will all agree with me that
the Laurier Government has not done
too badly at Ottawa. Consgervatives
will admit, though not publicly, that
the Government in office has adminis-
tered the affairs of the country to the
satisfaction of the people. We mve
had a period of eight years’ prosperity
never expnerienced before. It true,
the Conservatives will say, but it is
no credit to us, if the country has been
prosperous. It was an act of Provi-
dence. We simply have been lucky.
Providence has been with us, but is
that any reason why vou should change
the Government and bring back the
Tories, who have been unlucky? Is that
any reason why you should not be with
us? On the contrary, it seems to me you
cannot do better than stay with us. At
all events, it is my way of putting the
case to you. I have only a few minutes
at my disposal. It is impossible to
enter into a discussion of the public
questions which affect the people at
the present moment. I would not have
time to discuss the railway question,
or any other question which now occu-
pies the public mind. I can say, how-
ever, that whether the riding of West
Huron will agree with us or not, whe-
ther it will return Mr. Holmes or not.
I am sure that the Government will
be sustained, and that on Nov. 3 we
wiil sweep the country from ocean to
ocean. I do not want to prophesy.

to an

is
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A PLEASING INC/DENT

Unexpected But Much-Appreciated
Event at Blyth Station.

and
place at
the
them
and a bevy
Wilfrid
introduced, and
acknowledgments a
Dr. Milr handed
lovely  bouquet. As the
Premier k the child 'in return, the
bevy of girls lustily sang a verse
of The .eaf. This greatly pleas-
ed Sir Wilfrid, who thanked the children,
adding, ‘‘good girls.” As the train
pulled out, hearty cheers were given
both the Premier and Lady Laurier.

THE ARBIVAL AT WINGHAM
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Sir Wilirid and Parly Tendered a
Most Enthusiastic Reception.

When the train bearing its distin-
guished passengers drew into the sta-
tion at Wingham, the
to the eye was certainly one whi
have stirred the

scene presented
c¢h must
heart of the greatstates-
man and repaid him in a large meas-
ure, if everything else be left out of
consideration, for all the labors that
he had undergone in the past in the be-
half of his beloved Canada. Every
available space in the neighborhood of
the depot was literally black with the
surging crowds of cheering, hand-wav-
ing, hat-tossing people, with each and
every countenance turned with eager
expectance upon the car which they
knew held their famous guest. As the
Premier and his lady, followed by their
bodyguard of well-known Liberals,
came out upon the platform of the
coach, and began to descend to the

how the Opposition had been twisting
the figures of the G. T. P. in or(.im‘ to
make the people think it was going to
cost them much more than it really
would: how the Conservative Govern-
ment had handed over to the C. P. R.
at the time of its inception much more
money than the present Government
was going to expend upon the G. T. P.
scheme; that Mr. Borden's policy of
Government ownership had been tried
and had failed in the case of the Inter-
colonijal Railway and had been con-
demned by all the Conservatjve leaders
of the past,

Mr. George C. Gibbons K.C., president
of the London Liberal Association, ac-

not I have your support for my friend
Mr. Fraser?”

A Voice—Yes, yvou will get
can rely upon that.

Sir Wilfrid—Gentlemen, if everybody
will do like my friend here, Mr. Fraser
will head the poll on the 3rd of Novem-
ber. I come from a different province,
but there, as here, we have the same
interests at heart. We want to do well
by Canada, our country, and let me
!give it to you here as elsewhere: Can-
rada first, Canada last, Canada all the
time. (Great applause.)

‘ The wvast crowd then gave three
cheers for Sir Wilfrid and Lady Laurier
'and three cheers for Mr. Fraser. As
many as could then rushed up to shake

it; you

waiting carriages, the applause and
shouts of welcome were simply deafen-
ing. It was some time before Sir Wil-
frid was able to make his way through
the throng of his well-wishers to the
rigs which were to convey him and his
friends to the town hall, so anxious
were one and all to get close to the be-
loved Chief Minister, to obtdin a. full
| view of his face, and even to shake his
| hand. The air resounded with the stir-
|I was born under a lucky star, and my | ring music of the fine _“’in_gham brass
|good luck is not all gone yet. We shall | band, with t_he enthus'la,stxc acclama-
| win once morg, and I hope and believe | tions, and with the voices of greeting
{that the next four or five years willi! which were 'exchanged on all hands
!be equal to the last eight years, and among the Liberal workers, who were
that the people of Canada will have a happy in the presence of their great
continuation ¢f the prosperity with chief, and who were ready and willing

/I do not like that. 3L i
not in my line. I am not a prophet,
ior the son of a prophet, but it does
{not require to be a prophet to predict
vietory on this occasion. You
isee it everywhere. You see it
in the sky. Look at the beautiful
| weather we have today. I came to the
| Province of Ontario a few days ago.
It was raining then, but we have had
!gsunshine ever since. Let me tell you

to fight a good and a winning fight
once more in his cause. ‘At last the
proceszion, headed by the band, started
up the main street towards the ren-
dezvous, where hundreds of others had
already gathered, where many had been
waiting for hours in order to make sure
of getting into the hall to hear tha
leader speak. After the band came the
carriages containing the guests. In
the with Sir Wilfrid sat the popu-
lar candidate of the riding, Dr, Mac-
donald, and several others whose names
are well known throughout the riding,
and in the history of the Liberal party
in that district. Beside Lady Laurier
sat the wives of prominent Liberals.
among them being the gracious wife of
the candidate. Then followed a long
train of buggies and rigs of all sizes
and descriptions, filled with cheering
occupants. Men, women and children
followed in the wake of the procession,
or mushed in crowds along the side-
walk, the utmost gladness and enthus-
iasm depicted upon their faces. Flags
and decorations abounded, among them
being some significant banners and
streamers, whose devices showed that
the people of the neighborhood knew
and appreciated what had been done
v them by the TLaurier Government.
\mong these were the latter:

PROSPERITY AND PROGRESS!

CANADA FIRST, LAST AND
WAYS!

ALL-CANADIAN

like

ence t he

AlL-

YAILWAY!

deeds and policy of the
Liberal party and of their great leader.

A Grand Scene.

the town hall, where the
ting was to be held, was
and the scene there was cer-
one of the grandest, if not the
that has ever welcomed any
leader to the headquarters of
old town of Wingham. It

miles of thec town was deter-

aln

a very short time before
in the spacious building was taken

But this fact did not deter the
from entering. They had come

their Premier, the one who had

1d guided their land through the

orea t epoch in its history, the one
who so well believed in the future
A % da that he had not only pre-
pared the way for her greatness, but
had also made provision for an even
greater and grander epoch than is at
present her lot, great and grand as her
lot- at present is. Every space which
commodate a human being

every

would
was occupled in the hall within a very
short time, The open space before the
platform, the aisles, the spaces at the
doors, even the steps outside the doors,
were crowded with people. The hall
was profusely decorated with appropri-
ate mottoes, flags and bunting of red,
white and blue colors. On a prominent
place upon the wall was displayed,
“Only the Bailiffs Are Idle!” and pic-
tures showing the exodus from Canada
and the return under the Liberal rule,
and also the cousins from the other
side of the line coming to Canada. hand
in hand with the returning Canadians.
Another striking device was one that
poked fun at the campaign cry of the
Opposition that our country’s present
prosperity is due to Providence, and
not at all to the work of the present
Government. Tt showed the picture
of “Farmer Goodsense,” who was say-
ing, “Now, mind this, my friends. I am
not eaying that the hired man made the
rain, but he has rigged up the fixings
to catch it.”” On the right of the plat-
form stood a good picture in colors
of the Premier, facing one on the op-
posite side of his Majesty the King. As
Sir Wilfrid_and his company took their
chairs on the platform, the whole mass
of peovle rose to their feet and gave
utterance to ringing cheers, the like of
which had not greeted the interior of
the building for many years. When the
cheering subsided, a pianist at the front
of the room struck up the stirring air
of “Rule, Britannia.” Prof. George
Cline sang the verses, and the rest
joined in the chorus. The following
were among those xho had seats upon
the platform: Premier and Liady Laur-
ier, Dr. P. Macdonald, candidate for
East Huron in the interests of the Lib-
eral party in the coming ‘election;
Mavor Vanstone; Robert Holmes, Lib-
eral candidate for West Huron; Alex-
ander Mustard, president of the South
Huron Liberal Association; Richard
Cleg, president of the East Huron Lib-
eral Association; H. B. Elliott, of the
Wingham Times: E. A. Bradshaw, of
the Blyth Standard; George C. Gib-
bons, president of the London Liberal
Association; G. McEwen, ex-M. P, for
South Huron; F. G. Sparling, Robert
Currie, Lachlan McLane and Wm.Nich-
olson, There were some of the fair
sex, including those who had acted as

ad

emblems having rofer-%

entrance to the hall. It |

AND BRICE

Premier of Canada Makes Triumphal Progress Through

the Two Counties.

GRAND CLIMAX TO THE- WESTERN ONTARIC TOUR

Greeted by Immense Crowds at Excter, Clinton, Wing-
ham and Lucknow.

FOUR FINE SPEECHES ARE DELIVERED IN ONE DAY

Open Air Mectings at Exeter and Clinton; Indoor Meet-
ings at Wingham and Lucknow.

Premier Speaks Halt an Hour at Wingham and an Hour a
Lucknow—Electors of All the Huron and Bruce Ridings
Out in Full Force—Sir Wilirid in Good Form—
Scotchmen of Bruce

Welcome With

Give Him a Rousing
the Bagpipes.

the reception committee to Lady Laur- |under a lucky star, and
ier—Mrs, and Miss Macdonald, and Miss last ev
Mackenzie,

Presented With Bouquets,

When the candidate, who was also len of Can-
the chairman, had opened the meetin da. 1 s been privilege many and
three little girls with winsome faces and | many times to visit some of ) :
pretty attire, came forward, and pre- i
sented the Premier and his lady with
two lovely bouquets of roses. The chil-
dren, who were the Misses Horsey, Ho- sited green In
muth and Biskey, were graciously re- in the nlains of i y an
ceived by the two guests of the day,
and the Premier Kkissed each in turn.

As the Premier rose to make his ad-
dress, the applause reached the height
of enthusiasm, and it was several mo-
ments before he was enabled to speak
with any chance of being heard. Sir
Wilfrid looked in the very best possible
trim. Certainly his voice had lost none
of its old-time ring, and it filled the
hall, and reached to the ears and the
hearts of those who stood at the very
rvear. The Premier waved his hand at
times and raised his voice he
nounced the misleading staten
made by the Opposition., and his ¢
flashed with its old-time fire. Mr. G
bons and.the candidate also delivered
excellent addresses, and were applaa
ed in a degree, only less than ti}
{which greeted the utterances th
leader. The Premier had only a short
stay in Wingham, comparatively, but
in that time he accomnlished wonders
jalong the line of laying his policy be-
|fore the electors, and showing up the
i mistakes and the spites of his oppon-
;ents.

After the meeting closed the proces- o
sion formed up again of its own accord there should
jand accompanied the Premier and his , . S Che coun-
|escort back to the station, to the very | =Y 4S been pros 5 as it
idoor of his car, as if determined : :
to lose one moment of his presence
,among them. In fact, although the
Itrain was late, the crowds remained
| massed around the car while the Pre-
mier had his dinner and just
as many voices, hands and ches
the party a send-off had greeted ; - :
| them twe hours before on their arrival, | MUst admit that Provider ‘
| At the Hall. Brotidetion Was Bt ahh L T

As Sir Wilfrid and party entered the ientee vears. (L.aughter.)
hall the audience rose en mass n 8t 8 gh
cheered in a most hearty mann : : ugh man, and
choir led by Professor George "”‘ﬂt,?“f should 1
and accompanied on the piano by Mi i
Lillie Sherk, sang ““God Save the King
and “Rule Britannia.” Standing room
only was announced at an early date,
and hundreds were unable to gain ad-
mission.

The chair was taken by Dr.
ald, deputy speaker in the
Commeong, who in introducing
Premier, said: . 3

Ladies and Gentlemen,—We have less .’i’en/vmg o Mr. Borden.
then an hour, and we must proceed to I have only 1
business. I do not intend to make a idre
speech. I am glad indeed to see such
a large and enthusiastic audience pres-
ent today to meet Sir Wilfrid and Lady
Laurier. (Applause.) Sir Wilfrid has
been leader of the Liberal party for
the last eight years, and I need not
detain you to tell you the grand result
of his work. Results that have
from his wisdom. I am sure that
everyone rejoices in having an oppor-
tunity of welcoming him to Wingham.
We are told by our opponents
Providence has done a great deal
this country. Providence has been very
kind this morning in giving the Lil
erals of this section an opportunity to
hear an address from the mouth of
the greatest statesman in Canada
(Applause.) We have had some
men in Canada, but I say without
hesitation that the Liberal party or the .
Conservative party have not had an
abler man or a more enthusiastic
leader than Sir Wilfrid Laurier. (Ap-
plause). And I have great pleasure in
asking him to address you. (Cheers.)

Sir Wilfrid Speaks.

‘When Sir Wilfred rose to speak little
Miss Cecil Homerthy presented him
with a beautiful bouquet of crimson
roses, and Miss Lela Horsey and
Arlie Bisbey each presented Lad
Laurier with a shower bouquet of
roses. These pleasing incidents over,
Sir Wilfrid said:

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentle-
men,—This is altogether an unexpect-
ed vpleasure for me, and therefore per-
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When T  Railways

haps none the less welcome.
left this morning T had heen hooked to
go to Lucknow. T did not exnect that
I would be intercepted by by friend, Dr,
Macdonald. and that T would have the
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