0
surgeon's daaghter, are you?” be added,
*and 1 bave no doubt you will not fains

into her head to visit you on her way

are s through Exeter, where she will nator-

ally suppose you to be.’
And in virtwe of his professi

house in order to do her bast to eradi-
cafte the image of Edward Basale from
the gitls Beart, atose and secom-
pamed the dostor to the spot & short
distance off, where Martha was

which empowered bim to be the best
judge of what was right, Ella ded

to his Her indisposition was
but » temporary matter, he argued;
still she bad recetved a great shook,
and rest and quiet would be very
beneficial to her.

We need soarcely add that she had
written a loag and explanatory letter
to her father after the telegram had
haen dispatohed, in order to relieve his
mind and that of her mother from any
anxiety they might be suffering on her
3 and it was drawing d

00 oui with your secret; you have felt
wune grande passion I see. 1 ehall in-
sist on your telling me all about it, my
dear, in virtue of the fact that I knew
you when you were almost a baby.’
And passing her arm round Ella's

stretched badly ded; her forebead

being sadly cut and one of her arms

The terrible enough: Not

scene wWas i

o Ottty Tso o Rhes¥eST| fur away lay the bodies of the desd, as

3. A, in Awe Moria. |one by one they were with difficulty

=+ | dtagged from the debris of two third-

i class carriages which were a perfect

Lanra Dosmond's CROCE. [=rees™osi" s umt er 5" e
— wounded and the dying.

*This poor womaa is badly bart
said he as be began to dress the wound
on her forebend, whilst Ells on her

- gt * beside the sufferer held up her

CHAPTER VII—[Conrnvuzn.] n::. after the bandage had beén fast-

To the rage and mortification of his | gned over the wound, he proceeded to
widowed mother, ber only son, Tom, | g0y the broken arm during which op-
bad vun away with ber maid, whom be | grngion Martha regnined i

BY ACNES M. STEWART.

PART II

the sfterncon of the second day of her
stay at Mr. Lawford’s house, which she
was sbout to leave in the evesing in
order to proceed to that of her mother’s
friend at Exeter, when s brougham
drove up to the house, eliciting from
her hostess & wondering remark as to
who the lady might be who was mow
walking up the garden that separated
it from the high road, -

The servant entered with a card, on
which were engraved the words * Mrs,
Ainslie, Riversdale.’

‘Pray do not leave the room, Miss
Lester,’ said Mrs. Lawford, as Ella
moved towards the door with that in-

jon, and Laura came forward.

married some six months later. Then| Questionsd whither she was going
they begamie a spourge one o the other, | ghe fesbly repiied:
a8 fs the onse in all ill.assorted unions,| «T, Riversdale, seven miles from
And yet it must be said that, with | Ryeger
sll ber wickedtiess, Martha was the| «Js will be impoagible for you to
ingly reputabl bor of 800ietY, | travel thither to-night,’said the sur-
more than her gently-born husband. | eon; * A fow persons who have means
At last ghe fell asleep, but not betore |, pay for the requisite attendance will
thamye of thessummer sun bad stolen | g received, I belleve, in & house close
840 ‘her room. She mever awoke Wll|}y Would you like to go there till
she was called by the maid st eight| you hear from your friends?
o'olock,! Martha nodded assent, and recogniz-
Thea, suddenly, the return of her|ing in the young Iady who still rested
busband rushed upon ber mind, and | her head on her bosom, and with her
withi the recollection, s return of the | Jjsangaged hand d her parched
~Sempiation which had beset her on the | |ips, her iste fellow-passenger to whom
previous night. she had given a fow eurt replies to
She dr d berself hanically, and | well meant words of sym y, she
was seated at the breakfast-table when | |,oked the gratitude she had not
she wag ronsed by the postman's knock.| sirength to put into words.
A moment later the servant placed &| 1 will writs to your friends,’ said
letter on the table." Ella gently; ‘and as [ shall sead
Martha took it in her band and gazed |\ jo v ¢ Exeter to tell those who
st & as if spell-bound. The hand. are expooting me that I shall not be
writing was that of Edwin, Aivslie.| iop them till to-porrow, I can freely
_Sbossw by the postmark that he bad |, der my services S0 you. 1 will stay
Fetaried to Riveradale. with her, sir, tll it is necessary to pro-
Thes 1an the lether s ceed to some hotel in which I must

‘My CuaamMing Mamrya,-I am
not 1o be able to keep m rest for the night, and will see that she

pro-
mise of attending you to l-ry{obone waots for nothing.’
ﬁ-&mn t trom my pre-| «You aball go to me hotel, young

sanouncing the|, . ., :
sudden fllne 3 y,’ said the doctor, handing her Qis
=g e s card, on which was engraved the name

%0 travel here by expréss yesterday
afternoon; nevertheless, what is of|of Charles Lawford, surgeon. ‘My
ity delayed need not to be ac-| wife will be truly glad to receive you,
88 Dot to take place; COMe | ., v,y must be our guest ior at least
soon as possible; the old gen- e Did
is really very-ill, and the in-|® ‘oW hours. yon not say yoa
comparable Laura desires your service. | were pr ding to Ri dale?” he
‘Yours unalterably,  |added, addressing himself to Martha.
EpwiN AINSLIE. ‘Yes, to Riversdple; to Squire
‘It isnot to beP—it never will be,'| 4.p lie's?

said the disappointed b 8| *Indeed, said the doctor; ‘I am se-
down the letter, ‘shall I awnit 80 se0| quginted with the Squire, having at-
this wretch Haszelton. or shall I travel | \ond0d him Iately for a friend of mine
by the next train? I will start imme- | pilse ho was taking his boliday. Well
distely. Yes, that is what I will do; it |, keep very quiet; your case, though
will be delightful to think of his com- | 1.3 is not one of the most serious,
ing bere after I have left. and without | gypposing that you have mno intersal
a'trace of my whereabouts to guide him | jpjary, and this young lady will, 1
in bis search; moreover; I shall not|yu,w see that you have sll you re-
¢oll Edwin that he has turned up; I'll| qyire, and in the evening’ he added,
give him vo ples for behaving ill 0| oy speaking to Ells, ‘ Mrs. Lawford
me.! shall come and feteh you to our house.’
And speedily Martha put together| Then Martha was, by the doctor's
her few belongings, having slipped off | 4,rections, ponveyed to a small inn hard
ber silk dress and trinkets, exchanged by, Ella sccompanying hey thither.
ko former forn dark merino gown, avd| “The suffering woman was then

f

H

Then extending her hand to the
Iatber, said she, ‘ Allow me to intfoduce
you—Mrs. Ainslie—Miss Lester. This
young Iady, madame, is s surgeon's
daughter in the true sense of the word,
She wag one of the passengers in that
onfortunate trajn, Mre. Ainslie, and
she was courageous.enough to render
great assistanod to Mr, Lawford when
he was stiending to the bad wound
your mald received, and-—’

* Lester—Lester,’ said Laura, and she
stood for a. moment motionless with
her hand to her forehead, as if striving
to reoall some memory of the past,
with her fine soft eyes intently fixed on
Ella's countenance; ‘is it, can it be
jossible? Miss Lester toll me your
Christian name; say something of your
parentage. I had, many, many years
ago, dear friends who bore that name.
Happy it would make me to renew my
old rriendsbip.’

‘My Christian name is Blls, Qs
dame,’ and as she spoke she raised her
eyes with an expression of half der,
half sarprise, adding: ‘I have often
heard my father tal} of a lady bamed
Ainglie, whom he knew whea peso-
ticing in a village in Sarrey. Is It
possible, then, I have the pleasure of
mogting his and my mother's old
friend ¥

Old recollections of that sorrowful
past in ber life over which a veil had
for so many years been thrown, surged
up in the mind of Laura, and passing
her arm round Ella’s waist she kissed
her tenderly whilst hes fage ptreamed
with tears, to the intense astonishment
of Mrs. Lawford, who was only a sim-
ple scquaintance of the lady. from the

der walst she adv d to a spot
beside the lake, a favorite resort of ber
own in the summer weather, where
the boughs of the trees kissed the
limpid waters, now shining like a sheet
of barnished gold as the tints of the
gorgeous sunset fell upon them, whilst
in the distance appeared tho mullioned
windows of the hall, reflecting the
same brilliant hoes.

And seating herself on s gramsy
knoll, she drew Ella beside her, and
the latter told her tale of love, con-
cealing only ope thing, the name of her
lover.

Then blushing deeply she drew forth
the artist's miniature and placed it in
the hand of Laara.

It was & telling likeness, portraying

eyes, the slightly equiline nose, and
short upper lip with just a little curve
at the corner of the wouth, enough to
give a somewhat haughty expression
to the countenance; sych por-
trait on which Lsure's eyes wepe
earnestly riveted.

Jt was a parting soyvenir to Hlla,
snd was set in & simple locket of
chased gold.

‘ How strangely like," said Laura,
after a long pause, during which she
had attentively examined the mivia-
ture; but for that haughty lip, which
would do for one of the House of
Hapsburg, it strikingly reminds me of
my dead bpshand. And his mame,
Ella, you bave not told me his name.’

“His name is not & wellsounding
nsme, Mrs. Ainslie; his name is Bus-
zle.’

“No, dear, it is not; but after all
what's in & name? Many a/peer hath
an ill.sounding family name, and you
know he could change it if he wished
todoso. And so he is successful in
Rome, did you nojp say, saé hay takep
the portraits of some of the great per-
sonsges, amongst otbers of King Ham-
bert.and his Queen. You need have
#0 foar, you happy girl, for you may
consider-his fortune ke made,!

* But, Mrs, Aluslle, you see be likos
to work after the models of the old
masters, Edward detests portrait
paiating; be one day told me that he
teit wery mugel lije that unfortunate
puinter Hayden, who might have made
lots of money, no doubt, had he been

faot of her hpsband baving ded
the Squire professionally.

At length said Laura:

‘You must allow me to claim the

privilege of an old friend of your good '

parents, Ella Lester; aye, and of your-
self, for you were much with me in
your early childhood, though too young
to remember me. Now let mo look
well at you, Ella,’ said she, surveying
the beautiful girl from head to foot.
Ella cast down her eyes as Laura soan-
ned every feature in her face.

At length Laura again observed:

¢ Your early childbood gave rich pro-
wige for the fature, Ella. 1 could fancy

\ to paint portraits, but he would
not, and as people did not care for his
big bistorieal paiatings, he made no
way, and In the end committed suloide;
but mercy on me, what have I sald,
Edward never refuses work of aapy
kind. Here is & letter his worthy

her sent me yesterday; he writes
to her, and she always sends me his
lotters. Lirawing ome lvom her posket
Ella piaced it in Loura's hands to read.
It ran as follows:

the broad lofty brow, the large dark| y
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paying her bill, she refased all help in | piaced in » clean and comfortable bed, - t
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