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High Cost of Living
Before Town Council

Copies of Order-in-Council Bearing on Cost of 
Living Provokes Much Discussion—Con

gratulations to Sir Max Aitken
A special meeting of Newcastlf 

Town Council was held Friday night, 
all members of the Board pivsent.

Minutes of last -.ssion were reaci 
and confirmed.

A letter from Mrs. Frank Masson 
re the late Frank Masson's tuxes was 
received and referred to the Petitions 
Committee.

A letter from C. E. Jubien, Hon. 
Treas. of the British Sailors' Relief 
Fund, was read asking what action 
had been taken by Newcastle Coun
cil re the fund, as the fund closes 
en the 15th inst.

The Mayor said that he had answer 
ed this letter and told the Mom 
Treasurer that Newcastle was wait
ing to see what the County Council 
would do, as the town would be as
sessed for a share of whatever the 
county might grant.

Aid. Miller agreed with the Mayor.
No further action was taken.
Copies of (1) An ordeiMn-council 

bearing on the cost of living, sent 
by the Department of Labor, Ottawa; 
é2) A questionnaire of Municipal and 
Economic problems—Municipal (Sta
tistics and particulars. Industrial 
Conditions, Vacant Lots, general, and 
schedule of local prices—sent by the 
Commission of Conservation,. Ot
tawa. to be filled out and returned; 
and (3) A request for suggestions re 
Agricultural, Industrial, Transporta
tion, and Immigration problems, etc., 
sent by the Senate’s special commit
tee on Agricultural, Industrial and 
Trade Development, wero submitted 
to the Council by the Mayor.

Re Cost of Living
The order-in-Councll re cost of 

living prohibits combinations to in-? 
crease prices, or lessen competition, 
except in cases of workmen for their 
own reasonable protection; the with- 
bolding of any necesary of life from 
the market except that raised by the 
termer, etc., for himself and authoriz 
es the council of any municipality 
whenever it “shall declare by way of 
resolution that in its opinion exces
sive prices are being demanded with 
in the limits of such municipality 
for any necessai-y of life,'.' 
require dealers to submit a 
sworn statement of the cost and 
selling prices of their goods. If then 
the council shall consider further in
vestigation necessary they may re
port the case to the Minister of La
bor, who has power to examine ac
counts himself and refer all matters 
Co the attorney general of the Prov
ince. Penalty for false statement is 
a fine up to $5,000 or imprisonment 
up to two years, or both.

Aid. McGrath suggested that all 
three documents be referred to a 
committee in conjunction with the 
Town Clerk.

This was supported by Aid. Miller.
Aid. Stuart pointed out that no ac

tion could be taken to investigate the 
Cost of Living unless» the Council 
should first declare that “in its op
inion excessive prices are being de
manded within the limits of this mun
icipality for any necessary of life." 
Aid. McGrath's suggestion would not 
enable any investigations on prices 
to be held in this town. It was patent 
that excessive prices—that is, prices 
cut of due proportion to the cost of 
1.reduction and distribution—were be
ing charged in Newcastle, and not 
only In Newcastle but in countless 
other places, as well. It was the duty 
of the federal government, which I 
alone possessed all the machinery 
end authority necessary, to make the] 
investigation, but, since that govern
ment was partly shirking its respon
sibility by putting the burden of In-1 
vestigation also upon the Municipali
ties, the council should render the 
government all the assistance in its 
power by doing all the order-ln-coun- 
cll required or allowed in the way of 
getting evidence as to the cost of 
living within its own district. He 
believed that much of the Increase 
in prices was unavoidable, being caus 
ed by the war, in which so much 
shipping, metal, food and raw ma
terial was being destroyed, so much 
land being rendered temporarily In
capable of production, and so many 
men being withdrawn from produc
tive industry; but, at the same time, 
he believed that part of the increase 
was not due to unavoidable causes 
but was entirely artificial, being

M| HARD’S 

LINimeNÎ
E ract from e letter of a Cana- 

din- soldier in France, 
lo Mbs. R. D. Bambrick :

The Rectory, Yarmouth, N.S. 
Dear Mother

I am keeping well, have good 
food and well protected from the 
weather, but have some difficulty 
keeping uninvited gueeti from 
visiting me.

Have you any patriotic drug 
gilts that would give something 
for a gift overseas—if so do you 
know something that la good for 
everything î I do-OM MDJARD'S 
Liniment

Year affectionate eon,
Rob.

Manufactured by the

MinattTs Liniment Co. Ltd.
Yarmouth, N. 8.

caused by speculators who have stor
ed or cornered large quantities of 
staple articles and are holding them 
for high prices regardless of the suf
fering such holding may cause 
among those whose wages have not 
Increased since the war in the same 
proportion as have prices. He did 
not blame the retailers. It may be 
that they are making undue profits, 
l*ut on the other hand It may be that 
they are making less than before the 

;ar, being compelled to pay the 
(holesalera such prices as prevent 
lem making much. He did not blame 

he wholesalers, for while they (may 
be robbing the public, they on the 
other hand may be the victims of 
persons or conditions further back 
and higher up. What we need, and 
what the retailers should welcome, is 
a thorough investigation into local 
prices, so that the average citizen 
shall be able to understand who, if 
anybody, or what, if any thing, is 
responsible for the certainly high 
prices that prevail. He believed that 
all coal storage plants, all means of 
transportation, and ©very other bus! 
ness in which monopoly and extortion 
are possible, should be nationalized 
that Is, owned and operated by the 
government, and the products sold at 
cost. In order to give tho Retailers 
of Newcastle the opportunity of pub
lishing their costs, expenses and pro
fits and thus show the citizens the 
true stare of affairs, so far as local 
conditions are concerned, he would 
move the following:

That, in the opinion of this council, 
excessive prices are being charged in 
the Town of Newcastle for the staple 
necessaries of life.

This was seconded by Aid. Scrib
ner.

Aid. Stables said that Bkmlnion 
Secretary Trowern of the Retail, (Mer
chants* Association had said in New
castle the other night that when 
complaint was sent to Ottawa that 
goods were being charged too much 
for, the complaint was investigated 
by a committee of three lawyers, 
who if they thought there was an 
overcharge, handed the complaint to 
the attorney-general of the province 
to be dealt with by him. These law
yers, not being practical business 
men, could not be expected to do the 
matter justice.

Aid. McGrath thought that the mo 
tion was too sweeping. It was charg
ing the merchants of Newcastle with 
charging too much. Why not say 
"Newcastle and Elsewhere?"

Aid. Sbuarr.—The resolution does 
rot fix the blame on anyone in par
ticular. but merely states that ex
cessive prices are being charged In 
Newcastle. The Order-in-Council al 
lows us to mention no municipality 
but our own. The motion is to call 
the Department of Labor's attention 
tc the charge that someone or some
thing is responsible for excessive 
I rices in Newcastle—and that we de
sire to find out who or what that 
somebody or something is. Prices in 
Newcastle were, so far as he knew, 
r.o higher than anywhere else in 
Canada, but he believed they were 
too high everywhere, therefore the 
resolution to set the machinery of the 
law in operation.

Aid. Miller thought it would be go
ing beyond the council's authority to 
li sert “and elsewhere" in the reso
lution We should confine ourselves 
to Newcastle. No member of the 
council charges the local mer
chants with making excessive profits. 
The government is giving us a 
chance to have our say.

Aid. McGrath did not see the value 
tf the Information sought to any De 
partment. Such information could 
he picked up In the dally papers, and 
v ould be far more reliable than any 
resolution passed by this council.

The Mayor said that the Law of 
Supply and Demand applied to the 
local prices, as usual. But there was 
c oifbtless some artificial Inflation of 
prices somewhere.

Aid. Stuart said the question 
should be put squarely up to the 
government. Let the latter take the 
proper steps to relieve all injured 
parties, whether they be producers, 
merchants or consumers.

The Mayor said that lots of things 
from outside figured In this matter. 
We could not help prices very much. 
But there was no harm In the gov
ernment delegating this Investiga
tion to us.

Aid. McGrath objected to the word 
“excessive" to the resolution.

Aid. Stuart—If you take out the 
word “excessive," the Department 
will not order the investigation we 
need.

Aid. Hayward—Are the Mail Order 
Houses behind this affair?

Aid. Stuart—If you want to get at 
the Mail Order Houses, why not ask 
the government to take over their 
business and turn the profits Into the 
public treasury?

Aid. Mackay would like to see the 
motion Include something to show 
that Newcastle was not singled out 
as the only place having high prices. 
It showed weakness on the part of 
the government to refer such matters 
to such bodies as ours. The govern 
ment should deal with such matters 
themselves 

The Mayor said that great things 
taay come out of these discussions— 
the solution of such problems a» Mon 
c polies and Trusts, public franchises, 
etc.

Aid. McGrath—You mean by “ex 
csMtve prices." higher prices than 
•re Justified by cost of production, 
etc.?

AM. Stuart—Yee,

seconded by Aid Stablee, That the 
discussion be postponed till next 
night of meeting. Carried.

The conùnunlcationa from the 
Commission of Conservation and the 
Senate were referred to the Publicity 
Committee—Aid Kingston, Hayward 
end Scribner—for reports to next 
meeting of council

J. J. Galllah’s Claim Settled
It was moved by Aid Hayward, 

seconded by Aid Scribner, and car
ried: That the amount of $100 be 
paid R. A Lawlor in full settlement 
of claim of John J Galliah against 
the Town of Newcastle as per offer 
through* his solicitor, R. A Lawlor, 
bearing date November 8th, 1916 
Carried

Mr Galllah’s claim was for $268
The following letter was read:

Newcastle. N B,
Dec 8. 1916

Mr. A. H. Mackay,
Chairman Light & Water Commit 

tee, Newcastle

Dear Sir:—Confirming our conversa 
tion of last night regarding electric 
power As we have said we can em
ploy fifteen horsepower in two sep
arate motors, ten horse power motor 
for our refrigerating plant and five! 
horse power for our elevator, provid
ing that the town is able to furnish 
the .power during the daylight hours. 
In case the town is not capable of 
giving us the day service and are 
able to give the supply during the 
night we only can employ ten horse 
tower motor.

We are willing to pay the town 
$2.75 per horse power per month, 
which would mean to the town a rev 
enue of $495.00 for the surplus en
ergy they have; which to earn, the 
town would have to go to no expense 
whatever, and this would be equiv 
aient to 6% on a capital investment 
of $9000. It will help the town to 
l»ay for the electric pump that they 
have on order; this installation will 
also mean more business for the 
town of Newcastle, as it encourages 
ethers to do likewise.

We trust that our proposition will 
appeal to the committee and that 
they will find it convenient for them 
to furnish us with the required pow
er.

Thanking you In anticipation for 
your favorable consideration of this 
n.alter, we remain

Yours truly.
A. D. FAR RAH * CO

per C. G. G.

The communication was referred 
to the Water & Light Committee for 
a report at next meeting

Following bills were passed:
Water A. Light

D. & J Ritchie & Co $11 50
Crandall, Harrison & Co 475 4
Maritime Foundry 1° r
T McAvity & Sons 7S ;
Can Gen Elec Co '1 «

TWO LONG YEARS 
HE SUFFERED

“Fruit-a-tlves” Mule Him Feel 
As If Walking On Air
Orillia, Ont., Nov. 28th. 1914.

‘Tor over two years, I was troubled 
with Constipation, Drowsiness, Lack of 
Appetite and Headaches. One dây I saw 
your sign which read “ Fruit-a-tives 
make you feel like walking on air. ” 
This appealed to me, so I decided to 
try a box. In a very short time, I 
began to feel better, and now I feel fine. 
I have a good appetite, relish everything 
I eat, and the Headaches are gone 
entirely. I recommend this pleasant 
fruit medicine to all my friends ”. .?

DAN McLEAN.
50c. a box, 6 for $2.50, trial size, 25c. 

At all dealers or sent postpaid by Fruit- 
a-tives Limited, Ottawa.

ANNUAL SESSION
DOMINION ALLIANCE

Public Wcr!<;
D & J Ritchie & c> :::T

Mayor Fish w'as. on re-v::r 
t.:on of appointment re office CuriT. 
tee, unanimously chosen to represent 
the town at the county 

Hla Worship thanked the council, 
and said there were several things 
to be brought up at the county meet 
ing. Newcastle should hare more 
than one representative, for one thing 
Congratulations to Sir Max Aitken 
The Mayor submitted the following 

which after discussion by His Wor
ship and others was, on motion of 
Aid. Mackay and Stables, unanimous
ly adopted

The town council of Newcastle on 
behalf of our citizens, hereby wish 
to extend to Sir Max Aitken, our es 
teemed townsman, their hearty con 
grtbtWtlons on his elevation to a 
baronetcy, to which he has won his 
way, through his great ability and 
untiring industry and we trust tha 
he may live long to enjoy his posi 
tioh and In the continuance of a 
happy and useful life.

Adjourned.

PROVINCIAL
PARAGRAPHS

St. John is to have a flying school, 
to start about April first.

It is understood that the 104th (N. 
B.) Battalion will shortly leave Eng
land for the front.

Fredericton Board of Health at its, 
meeting last week refused to reduce 
the period of quarantine for diphthe
ria from three weeks to two, as re
quested by certain parties-

Andrew Bonar Law, who refused 
the British premiership last week, 
wras bom at Rexton, Kent Go., N. B. 
His father. Rev. James Law, was 
Presbyterian pastor there for thir
ty years.

Rev. Geo. M. Young, pastor of the 
Campbellton Methodist church for the 
past year, has accepted a call to 
Fredericton, and will le*ave Camp
bellton next July

The annual North Shore Curling 
Bonsplel In which the Campbellton, 
Dalhousle, Bathurst, Newcastle and 
Chatham clulbs take part will be held 
this season at Dalhousle some time 
in February.

Prof. Charles Logan Chisholm, one 
of the best known musicians In the 
Maritime Provinces and inventor of 
the ChlaholmrDunn Telephone, which 
Is now used in the St John Valley 
and Gibson and Mlnto railways, died 
at New Glasgow, N. 8., Thursday, 
aged 64. He was a native of New 
Glasgow.

London—A party of eleven Canad
ian members of Parliament, who are 
officers in Canadian contingents and 
an American, have completed their 
French tour and returned to London 
today, and will shortly proceed to 
Canada to undertake a recruiting 
campaign. Beginning with the Ypres 
tattled el d-e. they have seen all the 
Canadian front and pdso inspected 
the Canadian hospital hase depot* at 

Aid, McOnUh moved in neendment Row* end eiMwMr»

The annual meeting of the New 
Brunswick Branch of the Dominion 
Alliance convened in Sussex on Wed- 

!i#es^lay afternoon* Dec. <6th, 1916, 
Donald Fraser. President, in the 
chair.

The report of the Executive Com- 
iiitt&ej. with the .fecommendations 

was adopted, the recommendations 
taken up section by section, and 
adopted as a whole.

Among other things it was recom
mended that support be given only 
to those candidates in the next proi 
yfnclal election who will pledge them 
selves to support prohibition legisla
tion.

The treasurer submitted his report 
showing receipts $2.633 and expend! 
lures $2,208.

Rev. W. D. Wilson, the Field sec
retary, submitted a very encourag
ing report. He reported the work of 
repealing the ScoU Act well In hand 
in York, Northumberland, Sunbury, 
Quckma, ibAlert and Carleton Coun
ties.

Concerning Northumberland he 
said: “Northumberland was next 
visited and there we organized an
other auxiliary of our Alliance with 
Mr. E. A. McCurdy as president. In 
this county we had a fairly vigorous 
campaign. Progress is being made 
all over and an efficient corps of 
workers are canvassing the county 
"t would be unfair not to make men
tion at this time of the help and 
co-operation of such men as E. A 
McCurdy, C. C. Hayward, H H Stuart 
and Rev J S Mr.carthur and Rev 
Father Dixon. Their help and coun
sel had contributed greatly to the 
success of the movement."

He gave the reasons for repealing 
the Scott Act, as follows:

Reasons for Prohibition 
“1—Because it closes every bar and 

saloon in this province and the help 
of the Scott Act Counties is required 
to keep them closed.

2— Because we ought to make this 
law province wide, to give it a fair 
trial.

3— Because we <rm get the full and 
unquestioned benefit of the new Act 
passed in Ottawa last session of the 
House of Commons.

4— Because we ought to have uni
formity of administration of our laws 
instead of having difierent grades of 
law enforcement as we have at pres
ent by town council and county coun
cil, we will have province wide uni
form administration of our prohibi
tory act

6—To repeal the Scott Act means 
that we can use both our influence 
and oiir vote to make prohibition a 
success and also insure its contin- 
unity. According to the new 
Act, if we do not re
peal the Scott Act before the 
referendum is taken then we shut 
ourselves out from having a vote as 
to whether we want prohibition or 
not."

There was a large attendance from 
all over tho province. The Newcastle 
representative was Mr E A McCurdy, 
president of the Northumberland 
County Temperance Alliance

Following were elected oflicers for 
the ensuing year:

President—Donald Fraser 
V'ice Pres.—Rev. Thos- Marshall 
iRctc^Seq.—iRev. Chas Flemlngton 
Aest. Rec.-Soc.—Rcv*F E Booth- 

royd
Treasurer—W G Clark 
Additional members—E A McCurdy 

and Aid. <H. H. Stuart, Newcastle; 
Rev J E Wilson, Rev (Dr.) Keis- 
stead. Bishop Richardson, Rev. J. G. 
A. Belyea, Mrs. M. L Stex'enson. Mrs 
ACM Lawson, Rev F C Ryan. W D 
Ryan, J. M- Lemont, Mayor Mitchell, 
C. W. Weyman, A. C. McG McDon
ald, E W Stockford, S C Alward, Rev 
W G Lane, Michael Melley, Rev, S 
A Baker, Rev J J Colter, W B Evans. 
Retv;. F. L. Jobb, Rev. P. A. Fitzpat
rick, Rev H A Goodwin, E S Hennigar 
Mrs W J Seymou, J Willard Smith, 
Geo. A. Fawcett, Rev W H Barra- 
dough, Geo E Barbour, Rev Ham
mond Johnson, Rev P R Hayward, 
Rev. W R Robinson, Rev T P Drumm, 
T H Somerville, C N Vroom, Geo. 
Woods, Geo W Clark, Rev E A Chap
man, Rev J H Jenner, Rev R J Col
pitis. W D Keith, ACM Lawson. 
Rev W P McVie, E W Rowley, S H 
White, Police Magistrate Ritchie, 
Mrs- Margaret McWho, T H Colter, 
Rev J A McKeaghan, Rev J E Purdy, 
Rov H C Archer, Rev A Hatfield, 
Capt. Hancock, Capt. Forbes, Capt. 
Hamm and others.

The contributions at the meeting 
amounted to $1,700, this money being 
donated to carry on the temperance 
work In New Brunswick.

Rev. W. IX Wlson. Rev Thomas 
Marshall, President Fraser and Mr. 
E. A McCurdy were appointed dele
gates to attend the Dominion Alli
ance Convention at Ottawa, Dec. 
12th, when legislation relative to a 
Dominion-wide prohibitory law would 
he drafted.

Wounded New 
Branswickers Grateful

Soldiers in English Hospitals Write 
Cheerfully to F. W. Sumner

F. W. Sumner, New Brunswick's 
Agent-General in England, has re
ceived numerous letters from wound
ed Canadian soldiers expressing their 
appreciation of his kindness in send
ing them novels, newspapers and 
other reading material

J. Barnes of Newcastle is now a 
patient in Beaufort War Hospital, 
Fishponds, Bristol, and advises Mr. 
Sumner that his wounds in the (right 
thigh are likely to Incapacitate him 
for fully four months.

Pte. Edward Carroll writes from 
the War Hospital at Chichester that 
his wound In the left thigh is healing 
rapidly. He is a son of Patrick Car- 
roll of Escuminac, Northumberland 
County.

The wounded New Brunswick her
oes invariably write in a cheerful 
tone and all express their desire to 
get back to the firing line and con
tinues the business of defending the 
Empire-

Thorough mixing is 
what makes cake 
delicate and tender

LanticSngaiJ
makes the best cake be
cause it creams quickly 
and thoroughly with 
the butter which is the 
hardest part of the mix
ing. Its purity and 
extra "fine” granula
tion make it dissolve 
at once.

2 and 5-lb. Cartons 
10 and 20-lb. Bags

4

" The All-Purpose Sugar *

BECAUSE THEY 
FIND SATISFAC

TION HERE
Many of the most particular 

families in Newcastle buy their 
meats and groceries regularly 
at this store. To satisfy our 
customers In every respect le 
our first consideration. And we 
do satisfy them by selling them 
the best and freshest Groceries, 
Meats, Vegetables and Fruits; 
by charging fair prices, and by 
according every customer fair 
and courteous treatment.

We would like you to become 
one of our satisfied customers. 
In this store you will find a 
carefully selected stock of gro
ceries, fresh meats in variety, 
and the season's range of vege
tables and fruits.

You can telephone your or
der. Our delivery system In
sures prompt service.

H. 8. MILLER
GROCERIES. MEATS. ETC.

Cor. Castle and Pleasant St. 
Telephone 22

Every day is PURITY- 
FLOUR-DAY with cooks 
who are satisfied with 
nothing less than the 
flakiest pastry and finest 
bread.

PURITir
FLOUR sir

“MORE BREAD AND BETTER BREAD"

►M-l

Guides and Hunters
Send your GAME HEADS and SKINS to the address 

below if you wish the most up-to-date work known 
to the art of

TAXIDERMY
VVe want agents in every town to work on commission.

We want to buy good heads and skins and will pay 
I the highest cash price fer same. Write for shipping tags, 

price lists and further information to

Stillman Armstrong Co.
ESTABLISHED 1801

TAXIDERMISTS AND TANNERS
VANCEB0R0. Me.. U.S.A. Canadian Branch. ST. CROIX. N.B.

’ THE ROYAL BANK OF CANADA
INCORPORATED IMS.

LIABILITIES AND ASSETS
Capital Authoriied..............................................$ 25,0000,00
Capital Paid-up................................................... 11,880,606
Reserve aad Undivided Profit*........................... 13,236,860
Total Asset*....................................................... 234,000,080

HEAD OFFICE, MONTREAL

340 Branches in Canada and Newfoundland 
37 Branches in the West Indies

LONDON. ENGLAND: NEW YORK CITY:
Bank Bldgs., Princess St. E. C. Cor. William and Cedar Sts.

BUSINESS ACCOUNTS CARRIED UPON FAVORABLE TERMS 
9 iVINGS DEPARTMENT AT ALL BRANCHES

SAFETY DEPOSIT BOXES
In the Bank’s Steel Lined Vault, rented at from 16.00 per annum up
wards. These boxes are most convenient and necessary for all po- 
seselng valuable papers such as Wills, Mortgagee, Insurance Poli
cies. Bonds, Stock Certificates, etc.

Newcastle, N. B., Branch — E. A. McCurdy, Manager

Apples!
In barels and half barrels 
at Brightman’s Bakery

Sweet Apples
Gravenateins
Bishop Pippins
Bellefleur
Rispon Pippins
Kings
Spies
Baldwins
Greenings

Brightman,s
Bakery

HIGH OVEN RANGE

BAKE MORE 
QUICKLY AND 
USE LESS FUEL

A new heating principle with 
numerous distinctly new fea
tures. In all old style Ranges 
heat cannot go into the Oven 
until the fire burns up well 
enough to allow the dampers to 
be closed.
In the High Oven Range the 
Oven Is heated with the very 
first kindling because it Is In 
the direct path of the flames 
so It becomes ready for baking 
very quickly and require» lees 
fuel to flnieh baking. Heat In 
In this range travels the na
tural -way UP no forcing down 
of the heat and smoke.

—EVERY WOMAN SHOULD SEE THIS RANCE AT—

B. F. MALTBY
STOVES, FURNACES, RANGES 'HEATING and PLUMBING

PHONE 121

Slei
I

ighs and Pu
-ALSO—

„ •____ Cl J

ngs
1L<)gging jlec

LOW IN PRICE
Is

Repairing and Painting 
Promptly Done

CANAt
Telephone 139

)IAN GEAR WORKS LTD.
Newcastle, N. B.
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