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®THE MINISTERIAL VISIT.
“Tug Premier, the Minister of Rail-
“ways, and the Minister of Agriculture
will take steamer at Rimouski to-mor-
row for England, on a mission !or
the dne fulflment of which their
personal presence is deemed neces-
. mary. We believe that their ob-
ject includes the interesis of
the Pacific railway} the North-West
12 nds and Immigration. Their deghr.gu
vill doubtiess be parily w1th‘ the .Bnt.-
imh Government anid partly with private
jpersons. As mnotaood bythe anxr
Miast session, the ohject & enlisting
Fthe friendly aid e‘fwt ﬂi]e Illnpe;ml
“muthorities in a Ppr argely Im-
.‘{.tul has level? Ogeea abandomed.
“The ciroumstances have not bfe?l [l'o;
itious, indeed, for the -accomplishmen
?;f the intended purpose, but the par-
pose itself remsins. ¥he great interest
in their present wisit will, of course,
centre in the Pacific nﬂ::g question.
As the Premier amnounced, themfu
= competition mmong i or
the oo&ep':e\ion of this great work, not
4n or #ections, but as a
whole, The Gevermment have never
abandoned the e of enlisting the
favourable aid of the British Govern-
ment, but British capitalists have been
more rapid than the British Government
in grasping the truth of the situation,
and seeing the prospect for a favourable
investmént of money in the Pacific rail-
way; and have been made
which have received grave consideration
by the Government. It has never been
<concealed that the Government, though
cenfident of the power and capacity of
the Dominion to carryon the work, have,
mevertheless, looked upon the making
of it a Government work with great
seriousness ; but finding it already a
Government work, and finding it quite
impossible at first to do anything else
than go on with it, they proceeded, as
we have said, with such energy and
auccess as to have brought them face to
face at last with the possibility of once
more reverting to their original and
wise plan, by which the responsi-
bility of the country was fixed and
certain, and all contingencies beyond
were the business of private capitalists.
If they can succeed now in reverting
on fair and favourable terms to the
original plan, and in once more limiting
and fixing, with accuracy, the responsi-
bilities of Canada in the expense of the
work, we are sure that the country will

approve, applaud and support them.
What the details of their policy is we
know not, nor what their means of
bringing it to a favourable conoclusion ;
but we are certain that no men were
ever inspired with a more serious regard
for the welfare of this country than the
present Ministers, and that if they see
their way clear to lightening the
burthens of the people, they will readily
seize the opportunity. Already they
have brought the finances of the coun-

THE FINANCES.

Taz time is fast approaching when a
£airly accurate idea of the finances of the
country can be arrived at. Those who
have any knowledge of the routine of
public business know well that although
the financial year closes on the 30th
June, the returns from all quarters,
covering the whole area of the public
service, cannot possibly be entered snd
prepared in less than & month or more

the items of the year’s expenditure can-
not be ascertained in a very short
time. Several of our contemporaries
keep on telling the foolish tale of a large
deficit, and disturbing, so far as they
can disturb, the public mind with
visions of new taxation. In order that
the figures shall look bluer for the
Tories, of course all the Grit papers
omit, with remarkable consistency and
unanimity, all mention in their calcula-
tions of the $700,000 of customs and
$600,000 of excise, in all $1,300,600,
which, paid in the spring of 1879, never-
theless plainly belong to the financial
year 1880. After the change of
tarif by the late Government, Sir
RicBARD CARTWRIGHT took credit in the
pext year, in his calculations, for the
sum which was paid in advance
in expectation of the change in the
tariff. "The difference between that case
and the case of Sir Leoxarp Tmapy is,
howewver,very plain. Mr. QArTwRIGHT'S
Government through the press, and in
reply 4o deputations (vide the speech of :
Mr. WomkaMAN in 1876) led the merean-
. mpublw to believe thut a consider-:

. They paid that sum of $1.300,-
000 in 1879 for goods which would not
have been imported till 1880, and the

. Finance Minister is “entitled to elaim
credit for it in his calculations. Bir

Our readers will be glad to know that
the Minister’s statement is under and
mnot over the mark as regards the Cus-
toms revenue. The Customs receipts

June are $1,304,781, so far as
entered, and all is not complete. And
the comparison, imperfeet so far as this
June is concerned, is now as follows :

$ 942051

748 304

1,304 781

This is a most favourable showing ;
.and we have some reason for be-
Aieving that the Minister's estimate of
£:'4,000, in cash will be more than

not, were ne’, for the public ser-
vice. The ",on- bﬁuﬁon of the figures
has been complained. of, but there need
be no reason for complaint. We have
no douk,t the figures will be published
when ‘they are perfect, in order that the
publi ¢ may see at a glance the full, en-
cou'raging and triumphant fulfilment of
tbe hopes and pelicy of the Govern-
vient. We are once more face to face
with the pleasing prospect of perfect
solvency.” |
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A
“M'HE OPPOSITION.

West Toronto, North Ontario and
Selkirk are now open. The vacancy in
the first-named is caused by the appoint-
ment of the Conservative member to the
highest office in the Province ; in the
other two by the discovery that ‘“Liberal
¢ principles ” were extensively observed
and practised in them during the 1878
campaign. The people of these three
ridings are asked to sustain the Opposi-
tion on the ground, as the ghief Reform
journal tells us, that ‘“ the members of
““ the Liberal party are thoroughly
“ united on a broad policy of legislative
¢ and economical reforms.” The policy
of the Government is well known. It
was laid down four years ago, when
they were struggling in Opposition, and
thg have adhered to it from that day
to this with exemplary fidelity. On the
other hand, when Reformers were
in Opposition prior to 1873, they were
pledged to economy, to the reduction of
the number of Ministers, to the preser-
vation of the independence of Parlia-
ment, to an sbhorrence of coalitions,
to purity, and to the general eleva-
tion of the standard of public morality.
But a vast increase in every branch of
the expenditure ; jobs within the Pre-
mier’s family and outside of it as far as
Halifax on the East and the Kaminis-
tivuia and Fort Frances on the West ;
a Cabinet in which were men who had
been held up by the leading Reform
journals as public criminals; and a
House full of Government contractors
with the most brazen of them in the
Speaker’s chair—this was why they
were ousted in 1878. - Whenever such
men come forward with a new platform,
the public will be justified in scrutiniz-
ing it closely ; indeed the dealer in base
coin probably expects to have his newest
shilling rung hard on the counter. But
in this case, the platform is not that of
the Opposition : it is simply the Globe’s;
and all that we are concerned about just
now Is to obtain proof of that thorough
unity which our contemporary says ani-
mates the Liberal party in their accept-
ance of its new doctrines. If no such
unity exist, if the Opposition be at sixes
and sevens on the important questions
of the day, they have no right to ask
for popular support, for the individual
elector has no substantial guarantee for
his vote,

On the Pacific railway question, Mr.
Braxs and his friends advocate a half-
road, whilst a vely influential section
of Reform press continues, as in

iif

says ‘‘it is not a question u
% which the Liberals can be united ;” and
seeing that Mr. MackENzIE abandoned
his intention to increase the tariff and
80 save Onhnoﬁmindultnu' ﬁn.gte the th:r
stanep of the itime con nt, thei
influence with Mer. Braxe with regard
to Senate abolition-would not, it is fair
to infer, be small On the fiscal issue,
the London .Advertiser, that most Chris-
tian daily, which has worshipped Mr.
BLAKE ever since its blood relation, the
Liberal, died by his hands, the Rouge
press, Bystander, the Montreal Spectator,
and M. PERRAULT, representing the ad-
vanced wing of the party, advocate a
commercial union with the United
States. But the Globe, the Hamilton
Times and the Reform as opposed to the
Liberal section of the Opposition, de-
clare this to be a treasonable movement,
and advocate a return to the bad but
truly loyal old days of free trade and
deficits. The question of the lition
of Legislative Councils in the vinces
is one that concerns the Provinces
alone; Dominion parties, especially
that party which in the LETELLIER case
protested against interference with
Local affairs even when a Dominion
officer had undone the will of the peo-
ple, have nothing whatever to do with
it. That Reformers in the Provincial
Legislatures are not agreed upon the
matter is quite evident from the action
of the Nova Scotian Reformers who
champion, while their Conservative op-
ponents oppose, the Upper «Chamber
there. These are the main planks. Of
course the cardinal plank, the only one
on which the party is an unmistakable
unif, viz,, its earnest desire to get back
to-office, is not put forward ; but we
have dealt with the next most import-
ant, mae;ubmit that if there be unity
in the Reform ranks, it isin a general
agreement to disagree.

LAW REFORM.

Thz belief that we are too much
governed, that our machinery of gov-
.ernment is too elabdrate and costly for
our population, is making headway, be-
cause it is well founded. Especially is
it true of the cost of the administration
of justice. * Attempts have been made
from time to time to bring about law
seforms, and no doubt Mr. Mowar and
others who have set themselves to the
task have been perfectly sincere in
their efforts. But as these law re-
formers ave invariably lawyers, sweep-
ing refornw are mot to be looked for ;

we might as well expect the father of all
strife and nvschief to circumscribe his

-jurisdietion. The cost of justice in the

Dominion and the Provinces is as fol-
fows in round anmbe.vs :

250,000

« $1,600,000
The Dominion figures do 10t include
the cost of the Dominien poli.'e, or the
cost of penitentiaries, whichiso ver $300,-
000 a year. Including these ite ms, the
total is $2,000,000, but this en.ormous
sum is not much more than a frac.‘ion of
the actual outlay. There arel in r Jund

fulflled ; and that the deficit of the | numbers sixty registrars and fnf'ty
esa” (if there be any deficit at all) will | sheriffs in Ontario alone, besides \‘he
owing not to any badness of trade | county attorneys and Clerks of th'e

or to
to the *and i

m‘-.q um;omly
such as the ﬁ relief vote, and to
M&pvbhh,vm opposed o |

~

who are
palities, Itls

aoy miscalculation ; but simply | Peace, Clerks of the County Cotrt and
voted | Deputy Clerks of the Crown, Police | matcuvres, our Zollverein f
bailiffs and minor officers, | sxbmit some proof good 1

by fees or by the munici- | belore they can advance beyond the initial
safe to say that for the | etages of the disoussion,
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whole Dominion these fees wmount to at
least $2,000,000 more ; 80*hat we pay not
less than $4,000,000 a 7 ear for law, ex-
clusive, of course, of he vast sums

for oo\mg gaols and, their oﬂig:l, 1!'2:
license inspectora. sufrogates,

sum of the bills of costs annually paid
to lawyers by, litigants would add
millions to th'ese figures. It is probable
that we pay much more for law than for
the annurl interest on the mnational
debt, viw , $8,000,000. It is a matter
for regret that no trustworthy statistics
op. this subject are obtainable ; but we
think that the rough figures here sub-
mitted justify a demand for more
earnest law reforms than any which
have yet been undertaken. The move-
ment will doubtless be opposed by the
lawyers ; but although the annual out-
put of barristers, solicitors and attor-
neys from Osgoode Hall and the
other lawsocieties in the Dominion is
one of the wonders of the age, fortun-
ately they do not yet form a majority of
the electorate, S

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE.

Waexy Mr. Crooxs was appointed
Minister of Eduecation, much was ex-
pected frem him by men of both political
parties. It wassupposed that he possessed
not only the necessary knowledge but
also the equally requisite judgment,
discretion and strength of will. At
every point he ‘has failed to justify
popular confidence. His lax control
over the Central Committee would alone
have sufficed to show his weakness and
pliability. In the affairs of University

College he has contrived to make, if
possible, a more de ble exhibition
of his incapacity. The hon. tleman
has made two trips to, Europe in
search of successors to Drs.
McCavr and Crorr. It is ex-
ceedingly doubtful whether there
was any necessity for goi.n'gx abroad for
a professor of classics, although, in the
other case, there certainly was some
justification. Chemistry, in common
with the other physical sciences, is ad-
vancing at so rapid a rate that a profes-
sor to be competent must be abreast of
the time. , At the same time the Minister
chose, if fortunately, at all events, by ac-
cident ; and should the appointment
prove a happy one, it will only be one
move instance of the luck which some-
times smiles upon a bungler. It
would be unfair to pronounce judgment
hastily upon a gentleman who is new to
the country; still the severity of his
first examinations savour more of self-
conceit than of sound learning. It is
exceedingly easy to ‘‘pluck” students,
if an examiner be so disposed. With the
text-books before him, he may search
into the nooks and crannies of his sub-
ject and posé the most faithful student.
The questions propounded on an exami-
nation-paper ought, instead-of being a
series of conundrums, to test the general
thoroughnessof the student’s knowledge.
But we may let that pass for the present.

Mr. Crooks has blundered so much
in these matters that probably no one
will ever know the full extent of his

- first

ght he’ landed without delay, but
found ‘that ing was still wanting
to complete success. Mr. WoRRAND,
the new professor of classics, is a gen-
tleman of whom personally we should
be
terms. His scholarship may be taken
for granted, and he is certainly not re-
sponsible for the mischievous bungling
of Mr. Crooks., He is a graduate of
Oxford, hailing from Magdalen College,
only twenty-five or twenty-six years old,
and a B. A. of 1876 ! Now, there
would have been no objection to Mr.
‘WoRRAND'S age or to his recent gradu-
ation, if the Minister of Education had
not, with characteristic obliquity,
made a muddle of the sppointment, to
ordinary co:‘?rehemion, almost ludi-
crous. Mr. WORRAND was not satisfied
with the salary offered, and, therefore,
in order to supplement it, Mr. Crooxs,
for the first time in the history of .the
college, made a Vice-President. Now it
is true that the statute authorizes such
an office ; but it has never been
constituted, and there is not the
slightest need for it now. Un.
less in the absence of the Presi-
dent, the office is a sinecure,
and the payment of additional salary to
a professor as Vice-President is merely
a round-about and not over-honourable
way of sugmenting the ordinary allow-
ance. Had the addition been made
honestly as an increase of salary, few
would have complained, but as it is,
all the other professors have been
treated with disrespect. Indeed, if

founded on fact, it would only need a
word or two from one determined man
to cause the resignation of the Faculty
in a body.

In Toronto West we shall soon hear the
lamentations of Reformers at the duli
times' and deplorable trade outlook,
Electors cannot fail to uniderstand that this
is election talk, Bradm:d, the American
commercial authority and an independen
observer, gives in its last issue the follow-
ing desori; of the situation :—** ‘Quiet,
but soun mdltud{,.withu improving
tendency,’ seem to the words which
will best express the financial and com-
mercial situstion in Ontario during the last
fortnight. Nobody is inclined to push
‘ lth.: er run my‘rilk,butuﬂ;u:: to
ee| ¢ things are mrrovln;, and that a
good harvest cannot fail to set us firmly on
our feet. Crop prospects appear highly
favourable ; there was, indeed, a good
deal of fall wheat winter-killed, but these
fields have been ﬁlonghod up and resown,
reports of which are -uniformiy encour-

n‘t"

Our Reform friends who are now clamour.
ing fon.dmmercial union with the United
States must reckon as an element in their
ealoulations that the Americans have a
habit of slipping eut of internstional
treaties and obligations, which is pecaliar
to themselves and little understood abroad,
It was the United States which terminated
the old Reciprosity Treaty with Canada.
It is the Republic which seeks to with-
draw from the operation of the fishery
clauses of the Washington Treaty., No
sooner was the recently made treaty with
the Sandwich Islands in operation than
the Americans declared that they had the
worst of the bargain, and from that day to
this they have been clamonring for its re.
The Detroit News and other Ameri.
esn journals picture the bencfits derivable
by the Dominion from comarercial union
with its powerful neighbour, But In
view of the San Juan, the camn! naviga.
tlon, the fish.can and other diplomatic

rhntr- must
18ith

of American

the rumours which have reached us be | of

EDITORIAL NOTES,

—_——————

In the Letellier oase, the Globe argued
against Dominion Interference with Local
mﬂu:i‘m though s Dominion officer
::d Mg :z.nm'ry mwﬂ&n

ousting a w e
ognﬂd::.‘ of the Legislature. Now, one
of the planks in its new platform is that
its fri at Ottawa shall urge the aboli-
tion of Legislative Conncils in the Pro-
vinces,

Has the proposal to create a Canadian
Railway Commission been shelved ? The
oonsepsus of public opinion seemed $o be

favourable to the establishment to a tri.
bunal which would have the power of pro-
[ tecting our extortionate

against
railway charges and unfair discriminations
in favour of Amerioan freight. The Eng-
lish Rallway Com
render good service, and

has
BRI sopuier with the
munity.

continues to
e_soope of its
It is exoceed-
mercantile com-

—l.
The Cornwall Frecholder has an artiele
on Dominion Day which contains a some-
what* peoullar onslaught on the N, P,

were open,” the Frecholder,
“the mi‘nﬂuu.m
and labourers were at work, and farmers

sﬁ'ﬂ' . away a$ their farm work, all in one
ted ltnL cursing the N, P.”
course in the

An old saw says that ‘‘ a falsehood once
born never wants for a nurse,” Some
weeks ago the 8t Catharines News an.
nounced that a Mr. Wals, of Merritton, had
the W. : 3:&1‘.' $1,000 : 03

e at $1, & year ; av
the story, ridiculous on h-’hoo,
hsas been going rounds of the Reform

ever since. The facts are these :

. Wait has been tem: y employed
$o look after the waste Government lands,
about 300 acres in area, along the canal,
and to prevent equatting and the removal
of earth and sods. His pay is not $1,000
a year, but §1.50 a day.

Paper currency, or what is now called
soft money, is being tried in Japan, and
the result is daily growing more alarming
to the authorities. The Japan Gazette,
speaking of the trouble, warns the au-
thorities that they have to deal no longer
with a confiding people almost childlike in
their simplicity, * but with men of busi-
nees now thoroughly alarmed at the pros.
pect of ruin which the continued detvoch-
tion of paper must certainly bring absut.’
The paper money of the empire is at about
36 per cent. discount, and specie dollars are
quoted at 56 per cent, premium,

—————

It is satisfactory $o find the whole press
of the Dominion following the lead of TaE
Max, and opposing the proposal for a

army, The Ottawa
(0] $iov) says :—*‘ We are
chief ministerial

sorry to speak in any but respectful | hands,

have no employment.
Our citizens would hail an exodus as a
boon.” Bat the Post does not make this
the Eon.nd of an attack on the tariff, and
ascribe every movement of population to
it operation. American journals have
paased that stage,
e e

The Inland Sentinel of Yale, B, C.,
states that work on the Canadian Pacific
rallway is being pushed vigorously beth
above and below that place, Grade work
is belng done west of Yale, and tunnel
work east of the town, Chinsmen being
employed on the former, while the greater
portion of the White foroe is engaged on
timber work and tunnelling. Sevenj, hun-
dred men are now employed, and the num-
ber is continually Only hand-
drilling has hitherto been undertaken, but
machines will be shortly introduced. B
another month the force will be donblﬂ{
and the additional plank employed.

—_——

The 2 Birmingham Gazetfe states that
Mesars, Ralph Heaton & Sons, of that city,
have a contract on hand for the colnage of
fen and five cent pleces for the Canadian
Government, Why s it to have
this work done in England? It is time
that we had a mint of our own and coined
our own money. There are no insuperable
difficultles in the way,and the Government
might very well consider the advisibility
es ing this Institution. The
smallest of European states have their
own mints, and it is hardly in accordance
with our position that we should have to
send abroad to get our coins manufactured.

The increased favour with which Cana-
dian cattle are viewed by British bayers
is shown by the fact that a recent ship.
ment from Guelph realized the est
market price, snd was declared to of

: g:; &zlllty with any beet stock shipped

ocoutinent, The shipment ocom-
prizsed three.year-old grade short-horn
steers, drawn pally from Fergus and
Elora. One of the animals weighed on its
arrival at Liverpool 2,260 lbs,, while the
average of the whole drove was about
1,600. Let our farmers improve the breeds
and keep their cattle until they weigh
1,500 1bs., and then they will fetch hand.
some prices, and liberal profits will be
realized by the breeders,

—_——

‘' The members of the Liberal party,”
said our King street contemporary in an
appeal to the electors of West Toronto on
the 30th ult.,, ‘‘are thoroughly united on
a broad policy for legislative and econom.
ical reforms.” The Halifax Chronicle, the
leading Liberal journal in the Maritime
Provinces, in an article on the Qlobe's de-
mand for the abolition of the Senate,
says :—‘‘The proposal to do away with
a second ohamber altogether, and place
the whole public business of the country in
the hands of a House of Commons at Ot-
tawa is nof, we think, one that shoumld
commend itself to the judgment of the
people. It is not ome upon which the
Liberal party can be united,”

No doubt Mr. Crooks is in the habit of
perusing organs of the Reform party, and
he will therefore have met with an inter.
esting article .In the Newmarket Zra,

headed ‘‘ Education Department Rook-
making Ring,” As an expression of Re-
form opfnion, the following sentences are

| o inga—iored
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author oan kope to aspire to the distinction
of moqnl to the task of furnishing an
an ed text-book for our public schools,
the heinonsness of their offence becomes
even more v;ﬁo:;ivofthmhmlud otherwise

gpnr- e, therefore, ooncur in
F‘: e sentiment that Hon, M’r Crooks
must act in this matter, and act promptly.
All connected with this abominable Ao{-
handed, black-mailing traffic must pack up
their traps and leave,”

——— e

Roman Catholic supporters of the On-
tarlo Government no doubt await with
anxious expectancy the decision of Mr,
Mowat a8 to whether Roman Oatholios
shall be dismissed from the public service
on account of their . That Peter
Mahon, late farm foreman of the Agricul-

tural CoMege, was so dismissed, was
abundantly proved at the inquiry held the

other day. Superintendent Brown, it ap-

refuses %o omrl? any Roman
atholic at the Model Farm, Perhaps
Mr. Fraser will have to say in
this regard, and read Mr, Mowat a lecture
ity e ke Kol Bosmi of Myriny
o e groun: otry
and Let Roman Catholics
note this new rule.

————r—s
Conservatives can have little ground for
complaint at the manner in which the ap.

has been received the Liberal press.
The Quebeo Ohmniz, & representative
journal, says :—* Without being a

the future Lieutenant-

D ——

For some weeks our Reform contempor-
aries have been endeavouring to prove :—
First, that trade has seriously diminished,
especially at Montreal ; and second, that
the Tilley tariff would not Increase the
revenue, The Montreal Herald knocks
these contentions on the head by a simple
quotation made from official statistios. fn-
stead of the imports declining they have
risen from $7,000,000 to $8 300,000, from
which an additional $800,000 has been ob-
tained in duties. The moral to be drawn
by Ontario Reformers is that they must
not attack Montreal interests or question
its growth, otherwise Quebec Reformers
will retaliate by quoting unpleasant facts,
calculated to upset the ingeniously-wrought
fallacies of their Ontario‘allies,

e S E—

The Philadelphia Weekly Notes says
‘“ the demand for a national regulation of
rallways is so general and urgent that it

cannot well be postponed. Every com-
maunity is now awake to the necessity of
it.” Canada not excepted, Nofes might
have added. In our case the treaks of
railroad managers, with regard to freight
rates, are doubly unjust. er a road to
which the Federal treasury and munici-
palities have contributed millions, wheat
rown in the Western Stpfes

fo the seaboard-at a lower

months past.
burden of its complaint has been that Can-
ada is going to ruin, and that the N, P.
has t disaster fo all exoept a few
manufacturers. It now com-

: conseq!
press of the United States is teeming with
storiea about the desperate condition in
which this Dominion now stands, when the
e m'i:h'ol.ng. e vy Eo

on on y.”
form electors in Weat Toronto will, per-
haps, enter this in their sorap-books,
—— e
The necessity of enscting regulations
prohibiting the importation of cattle from
countries where infectious diseases prevail

is illustrated by the experience of Mani-
toba. The ocattle plague which has broken
out there is promounced to be of foreign
origin, and to have been introduced into the
Province mo doubt by Montana cattle,
The disease is anthrax, or inflammatory
fever, and is very infectious, and next to
pleuro-pneumonis, the most fatal. Death
usually takes place within from four
to thirty-six hours from the first symptom.
The course of treatment pursued must be
more of a preventive than ocurative
nature, as nineteen out of every twenty
die when once attacked. No less than
two hundred head of cattle within a small
radius died from the disease, which is ex-
ociting much alarm in the North- West,

e e

Ontarlo farmers, who have expended a
considerable portion of their hard earnings
in feeding their stock under cover during
the winter, are apt to become dissatisfied
with our climate when they read stories
about cattle in the North-West and North.
western States feeding out all winter, But
the losses of stock in many parts of the
Union, as well as in British Columbis,
have ruined hundreds of farmers, In
Montans, according to a correspondent of
the Springfield Republican, one-fifth of the
sheep have been killed by th
w losses prevailed in Oregon and

ashington, where the snow became
aun“g"cdng mnnlu;d I:oh; X.V:;? swhﬂ
are t, O]
::n:h:.dh;t&n States ‘ﬂn army wornl;

y myriads of grasshoppers,

making fearful havoo, :

————

Although the Agricultural Commission®
two of whose delegates visited Canada last
year, has not yet completed its labours, it
has been virtually superseded. Ireland
will acoordingly present the,novel spectacle
of having two Royal Commissions sitting
at the same time to enquire into the
oondition of agriculture in the
Isle. The main fight will take place
over the question as to whether
the Land Act of 1870 has worked benefici-
oSy e v ‘alread boe: ursuing
sioners, whe have y P
their inquiries in connection with the Duke
of Richmond's commission, have sxt in
reports adverse to the Act, and ther fore
the Liberals appoint a commissiou to set
off this finding, It is & way Liberals have
of echamploning their own measures, even
though such procedure tends to bring
Government and Parliament into contemps
among the discontented Irish race.

R

The Winnipeg Free Press, which advo.
oates the throwing open of the Mennonite
reserves in Manitoba for general settle-
ment, gives a brief summary of the course
of Mennonite settlement in that Provinoe,
which may be of interest, in view of discus-
sions likely to arise over the question. It
states that some seven years ago eight
fownships were set apart east of Red River
for Mennonite colonization, and known ‘as
the Rat River reserve, This settlement
was filled up in about two seasons by some
seven hun Iu?lmu. To further en-
courage this class of immigrants another re-
serve of nineteen fownships was made
west of Red Rives, known as the |
Dufferin Reserve. Here about four hun.

e |

ment sto Last year, however, about
three hundred families previously settled
on the Rat River reserve moved to the
Dafferin reserve, where the land is of a
better quality, At present there are some
four hundred families on the Rat River
and seven hundred on the Dafferin reserve,
and according to a recent o in the
homestead regulations further transfers
from one reserve to the other will not be
sllowed, The Dufferin reserve contains a
quantity of land not taken up, estimated
at about one-half of the whole, and there
are from thirty to fifsy squatters upon it
with ts that all not already in
mlpfp:.-omlon of the Mennonites will
speedily be ocoupled in a similsar manner
unless the Government interfere,

——e e
The oontention of the Reform press that
the wheat duties have lowered the price of

the Canadian article as compared with the
prices obtainable in the United States is
without foundation. Herp are the May
and June prices, Globe quotations : —
Toronto
hitlhﬂt-

086,
11

21
21

L vt -
Protectionists do not say the
1o dnpiiod Terepecs St
e un| pean

e ek d ot et et et

gHeBeen

pointment of Hon., J. Beverley Robinson - ey v

The steamship line between Canada and
Brazil, which will no doubt be in opers-
tion before many months, will give Do-
minfon ufscturers and merchants a
valuable additional market for their goods.
s e bt b T R

e " e
is a large consumer of many %-ndhn pro-
ducts. - A considerable share of the trade
will, hewever, pass into our hands so soon
a8 a direct of communication has been
established, The Emperor of Brazil isone
of the most 've monarchs of the
ey Sl
o1 e, but he is

m fuhrhl welfare of his pools:.mg;
has }m given the last stroke to the new
Rio Janeiro water works, letting into the
city water from streams forty miles away,
oarried, through vast intervening reser-
voirs, $o Rio Janeiro by two 32-inch mains;
and he has also given the first stroke to a
new and important railroad.

—_———————

The most striking feature thus far of the
Imperial Parlismentary session is the
triomph of temperance measures. Not
only has the House of Commons voted in
favour of a lecal option law, which is a
garmluive meagure in disguise, but it has

eclared in favour of Sunday closing in
England and Wales. On both these im-
portant questions Mr, Gladstome voted
with  the minority, The action of
the Government under these circumstances
is important. In view of the support given
to these propositions by Radical members,
Mr. Gladstone appears prepared to give

is shipped | mier

those ‘
liguor traffro should not be lost sight of,
i
A few N, P. items are always in order.

The Minister of Education is sketched
by a Reform journalist in a Reform organ—

the Londom Advertiser. The article will
prove interesting reading to Mr. Mowat
and his es. The writer admits
a “‘sneaking kindness” for Mr. Crooks, but
he has so frequently * put his foot in it ”
lately, and has adhered to his mistakes with
a dogged obstinacy which savors.more of
narrowness than vigour, that he has given

the idea rather of cockiness than
of culture. The Minister ‘‘has confessedly
made.an awful mess of University matters,
and the further he goes the more terribly
he flounders.” Of his capacity as head of
the Education Department, the writer

attached to this certificate or that, as
every other sensible asd intelligent man
can, but this is about all.” * fnhlng
trips across the Atlantic are notorious,”
says the Advertiser man, who, thereupon,
5roooodl and disseots the Minister’s recent
niversity appointments, and sums up his
gritioim y asking if such acts are ** even
ecent.”

e

Not only is the revival of business pro-
gressing satisfactorily under the N, P.,
according to the Globe’s own editorial state-
ment, but the alleged exodus is a bug a-
boo. “The New York Sun,” it says,
‘*does not treat the exodus question fairly.
It may or may not be a fact that one-sixth
of the p born in Canada emigrate to
miUm States, If it in wo, it signifies

not so great a of our

tion moves west Wm
Granted  general westward movement of
both peoples, and no Canadian west ready
$o receive our own, where could our people
80 but to the Western Statgs?” When our
own North-West is made easy of ac-
ocess and the land laws to sult the

Reform mind, * shall see,”
exulﬁn.lyd'“ s reg s B

: " He can judge of the weight to be | in

The Globe 13 exceedingly orthodox in i’
freatment of the Sunday queation where
the outaide public is concerned ; indeed it

wonld probably approve of the propos.)
send the village constable up a on,f ladd:-
every Sunday morning to take down the
sun.  But when our contemporary has ¢,
decide between Sabbath observance apg
Globe interests, the former fares badly
For example, Tur MaiL pays the _\'e;;
York Herald for its special cable Dews
The Herald iesues a Sunday edition, a4
a8 THE MAI1L does not, the Globe is enabled
by means of an agent in New York to o,
fain for nothing the cables intended for
Monday’s Mar, Mondsy’s Globe (o,
tained the usual quantity of matter
secured in this way and paraded in leadeq
$ype with big headings as ** special ncyy; :
“Eanterprise of this kind is not commeng.
able under any circumstancee, but whenp it
involves a breach ef the Fourth as well 5, of
Eighth Commandment, it makes one trem.
ble for the fate of those * principles of
morality” to which our contempora
pledged iteelf over that ** open grave,”

——
Prof. Riley, the Missouri entomologist,
states that the army worm Is no modern
pest, but has been known as early as 1743,
Reoords of their appearance in the New
England States can be found in the latter
part of the last cemtury. The worm ig
sald to prefer rye and wheat, and next ¢
these oats and timothy grass. They ad.
vance at from fwo to five yards an heur,

pest fs in the
wet marshy lowlands, where it is greatly
multiplied by a dry season, and that when
& wet season follows it is driven from its
lurking places in flocks, This theory is
based on the sequence of dry ard ‘wet
years observed in 1860 61 and 1874.75,
thunih the facts seem hardly sufficient to
.bear it ous in all respects. Another view
is that this visitation, as well as those of
the pper and locust, is attribugable
to the denudation of the soil by the clear-
ing l;,dd:;dt h:o the settlement of the
ocountry, consequent absorption of
Iarger quantities of solar heat, which
stimulates insect productivemess. It is
evident that from some cause or other in.
sect plagues are more rumerous and de.
sfructive than ever before, and the
sclentist can find useful employment in
endeavouring to discover the cause and
provide the remedy.

At the time of the appointment cof the
Reyal Commission to enquire into the
state of English agriculture and the causes
of the prevalent depression, an appesl was
made for the representation of the agricul.
tural labourers in that bedy. Upon the
refusal of this request by the Beaconsfield
Government, the Executive Committee of
the National Agricultural = Labourers’
Union appointed a sub-committee to col.
lect evidence on the subject from dona ide
farm labourers. The report has just been
published, and includes the testimcny of
over one thousand farm labourers, who
ought to be competent witnesses as to the
causes of agricultural depression. Their
opinions are summed up as follows :— (1)
that land is labour.starved ; (2) that it is
aleo cattle-starved ; (3) that the plough is
spared and land is not cultivated so well
as it used to be; (4) that many farmers
bave holdings too large for their capital ;
(5) that rents are too high; and (6) that
there is too much game, the latter often
eating up just that quantity of the crop
which would give the farmer,
in

R el
At the national convention, which fol¢
lowed the St. Jean Baptiste festival at
Quebec, the present and future prespecte
of the French-Canadian race were discussed

with & view to their advancement. It is
now announced by the Montreal Star that
an elaborate scheme will be devised, not so
much to stimulate the repatriation move.
ment, which appears to be a popular one,
but to assist the deserving with means and
to guide them in their choice of & place of
::odo in chlllldl. The °m|’:h;ﬂ":38 in

e past has operated very inj y to
French- family growth serving
to reduce the dimensions of the ancestral
farm which is parcelled out to the young
people until the crops raised are barely
sufficient to sustain life. Vigorous efforts
will be made $o secure the return of
French-Canadians in the United States,
and secure their settlement either in Mani.
toba or on new lands in Quebee, Colon-
ization societies have already done much
good in placing French-Canadian farmers

leadi: in i
B proposa hade by » ror ki o e

oonvlention, th:; mille mmﬁ. for thl:
employment repa provincia
-honh{m be built at the expense of the
Dominion Treasury, is, of course, imprac.
ticable ; but valuable aid can be rendered
by the Feder!:l’:nd Provineial Govm.ut:
making grants or selling

sections at nominal rates, and this will no
doubt be done,

— s

Two cases of death In which a reason-
able doubt existed either as to the cause of
death, or as to the culpability of the parties
indirectly oconcerned, have recently oc.
ocurred at St, Catharines, bu owing to the

new law respecting coroners no investiga-
tion has taken place. One was that of &
boy whose body was found in a mill race
with bruises upon the head and face. He
had been missing twelve to eighteen hours
when found and it was reported that he
bad been with other boys. It is quite
possible that he may have nen the victim
of foul play, nevertheless no examin-
atlon was held. In the other
case a man called at the ce office
with his wife, and stated t he was
about to be attacked with delirium tremens.
The chief of police laughed at them, and
did nothing ex: to advise that whiskey
should be under direction of
a physician. This was done and the pa-
tient taken home. He became unmanage-
able during the night, made his esoape
sud ran towards the canal, where his body

please | was afterwards found. As the St. Cs-

is a blunder, and
that the Globe dissents the views of
Mesara. Blake and Mackenzle as to the ad-
of Texas and Kaneas over the
North-West.

R

Next year Canada will pass through the
ocensus ordeal as the States are now doing,
and it is, therefore, interesting to observe
the ts which the enumeration across
the line have ht out. The on
for town growth the pride in it seem
to be among the strongest of American
sentiments. This is, no doubt, she differ-
ence between new and old countries, and
every American town considers itself the
seat of unlimited possibilities. The census
tigures, however, show that some munici.
palities are completed and ready to be
fenced in, that the currents of trade have
been diverted, and that no further progress
is bable. They will also show the
tendency of population from country to
olty, which had been unhealthily active up
to the .serlod of depressibn, but has been less
mark durin% the last ten years, o
partially, doubtless, to
employment, forcing the
into the rural districts,
will also exhibit

scarcity of cf
wor! cl.-z
The statistics

the migration westward,

many of these particulars ; but ::o“' -
ment of people from Maine and &.mozx:;
to the lands the West is there

and is,

dred famgllies located, and $hen the mon-}

tharines News points out, a serions ques-
tion arises as to whether the ohief of police
was negligent of his duty in refusing police
protection, but as no inguest was held
nothing can be done in the matter, We
are hoﬁnod to think that pique on account
of the loss of their emoluments rather than
sensitiveness of consciemee, dictates the
action of the-coronersin some cases; but af
all events the oath should be so far modi-
god I’l to leave lloh excuse for neiglect 1;»;
uty in any case where an inquest is rea
deairable. .

Alexander the Great

wept because there were no more worlds to
conquer, but the proprieters of Dr. Pierce’s
Family medicines, who have found it ze-
cessary to establish g branch of the World's
Dispensary at London, England, in order
bo suppiy from that great commercial em:
porium these remedial bleseings to foreign
conntries, where they are largely in de-
mand, do not share the great conquerdrs
sentiments, as their"conquests are of dis

wing | ease, and have made happy not only the

conqueror but the people who employ
them. Dr. Pierce’s Golden Medical Dis
covery cures all blood snd skin disesses,
acrofulous affections, swellings and internal
soreness, Dr, Pierce’s Pellets are the ln}:le
t cathartic ; Dr. Pierce's Favourite
—woman's tonic and nervine—

Dr. Pierce’s Extract of Smart-Weed, the
great remedy for colds and all bowel affec-

aﬁ tery md«ﬂuX-
. wn mﬂqwmion»

-

tions
World's
X and London,

on improved Iands, and they will doubtlees’
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BROOK TRAGEDY

'. ble Farmer Delibe
- ately Murdered.

A TERRIBLE CRIWE.
ars of the tragedy at Be
$he vicinity of Ottawa, are pul
i by the Ottawa Free Press. At &
jt's inquest a verdict of murder in ¢
- was returned against Wi
Heney, and James Harrison was declar
$0 have been an accessory to the act, T
g taken before the jury was of tv
dlasses : —1st, bearing directly upon t

¢ ; and secondly, upon the caus
mh to it,

THE ORIGIN OF THE TROUBLE

back to February or March I
en there was some trouble betwee
a.’? $he murderer, and his sister-in-la
Mrs. Jobn Harrison. Heney, who h
M some animal from Mrs, Harriso
went the house during the al
gsepce of her husband in  Manitob
snd out of the transaction a qu
srose, Heney is a violent man, and,
Mre, Harrison states, he struck he
smashed the stove, broke in the windo
and committed other depredations. M;
Harrison laid an information against hi
before Mr, Lowry, J P.. and a warrant
piaced in the hands of John Morrison,
man, who was a constable,
Morrison arrested Heney on
ength of this warrant, and brought b
pre Mossrs, Lowry and Hamilton, J P,
as they were unable to go on with
oase at the time, ﬂ“’i remuied hlmhfnr
week, Heney bet: eft in the constable
charge. Before :lga week expired it ¢
ourred to Heney that Morrison had
right to keep him in custody without
warrant of commitment. This led to
from the constable that th
g0 to Ottawa and consult a lawy
on the subject. Mr. Mosgrove was acco:
fogly consulted, and, after looking at &
warrant which Morrison had, he decl
it %o be worthless. The latter was told K
Mr, Mosgrove just what the position of ¢k
matter was, and at once let Heney g
From this date the murderer appears
have had a grudge against Morrison
hvh&l:be considered, falsely arres
him, timeafter this Morrison wasag
sent by the magistrates to arrest Hene
wholswas lving with his father-in-la
Mr. John Harrison, whose farm adjoix
that of Gilbert Nelson, where the traged|
subsequently occurred. Heney had b
threats against Morrison, an
the latter accordingly took two men wif
him when he went to make the arrest th
secend time. When Morrison arrived
the house he was stopped by old Mrs, B
rison and her dsughter (Heney's wifd
until Heney made his escape, which h
did through a back door. Morrison sup
posed' at the time that the door onl
m into a bedroom, but found ou
that it afforded means of egre
to the yard. Heney left for the States
sud Merrison returned the warrant to th|
, &t the same time giving then
s statement of the circumstances
nected with Heney’s escape and the inte
ference of the two women. The latter wen
next cited to appear before the Magistrate
and were fin for Interfering with
officer in the discharge of his dutie
Avpd this introduces James Harrise
pon the scene. Some time afterw
is man went to the Magistrates
paid the fines which had been impo
mother and sister, On his
msed threats against Mo
st he was a mean man to brin

at noon each day. As noo
one o'clock was reached,
o the conclusion that Morri
son must 2ave taken some other road, and
v walked over to Nelson's
in-law, James Harrison, wh
has been already mentioned. When op
Nelson’s house Heney called #q
to come out—that he wanted
speak to him. Morrison was busy af
and said that when he gof
he would go down, which he did
utes after, asking John Murray an
Nelson to go with him, lest Hene
have weapons. When Mo
Heney orled out, *“I came to g
if up; have you got a warrant?
orrison, who was not aware that Hene
had returned from the States, had left b
warrant at home, and replied, “*I have n
warrant for you here, and I don’t want &
ve more to do with you.” Ha
rison made some impudent rejoinder,
told him he did not want any o
his *“sass.” Words followed in quick sue
oession until Harrison and Morrison we
m.d in a hand-to-hand encounter, i
W] the former got decidediy the wors]
ofit, Heney cried out,
‘“LET HARRISON GO, MORRISON, OR I
SHOOT YOU,”
Morrison at that moment had E
down by a pile of cedars, and was recover
ing himself, when Heney, following up hi
words almost instantaneouly, fired at hin
with a revolver, the bullet lodgirg in th

::r at $he right side. Morrison cried

e
the
w

* BOYS I'M sHoOT,”
his hands on his breast
» Who was standing on the road
about ve feet from him, cocked his re
Yolver again, and exclaimed in the mos
hhl‘ll.m, ‘‘ I guess you've got enough
* Bow, Morrison ; if you haven't, I have an
other for you.” Morrison said nothing fur
ther, but started to walk to Mr. Nelscn’
about an acre distant. Going up to
“in-law, Mr. H. McNally, who
in a double waggon and was
the whole tragedy, he said -
ead man ;I feel the blood run-
ide.” HSé dragged himself
but as he was complaining
, he was taken out and
a tree. After the shoot-
walked down the road, and
ollowed Morrison into the
tly alarmed at the catastro.
was ordered away by Mr, Nelson.
,» Who had seen the shooting, ran|
which was not loaded, and
i had been done he followed
» in::k t:‘the bush, and has not
®seen orrison died on Satur
day afferncon at Mr. Nelson's place, and
his death, made a statement of tha
of the shooting,
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A rather mischievous agitation —as tend
‘:l-h kindle sectarian animosities—bh
8ekon feot in England ir the form e
i:mlioorgmize Protestant colonies
L o fill the places of the Roman Ca.
““ummh
ey

Bovel idea. It was extensively
in In the days of Cromwell and
- IIL., but the cffect can hardly ba
5 Ve been tranqulilizing. The in
Face and religien in the trouble
have been largely ex
conntry has been
is—or has been
social and industrial con.




