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.G, L~ Steelsmith-En Route' to
" Sitka From Jack Wade,

‘No Lawlessness Among [
.+ IMiller Exaggerates Condit

. Messrs.

—Aworking on claims—wirchr—themminers; i
*_believe are 4

" the ‘géason of 1898, about.the month of

_ ‘pecting, discovered first-class prospects

—of 1898:

/‘peacc hover. over Jack Way(e until the

~continued work.

--gases, but, according to Steelsmith, he
_cases, and, in fact, 1s alleged to be

. deavoring to corrall the best portion of

-~ mefit as to facts and conditions as they,

- the glad tidings will be telegraphed to
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| Miners—
ions—
Prospects Are Rich. e

‘G. L. Steelsmith and J. C. |
Kemp arrived-in Dawson the forépart of
the week from the Jack-Wade mining|
district and - left Thubrday for Sitka via
‘Skagway."” They are taking the  long
trip in quest of relief from the United
‘States district court “for mahy miners
‘sow-located .on Jack Wade - and who,
‘through an’ injunction issued by Judge
C. S. Johnson at . the<instance of one J.
C, Jameson, have been-restrained from

X

erty by-ri ébti'o

o e
due locatjén and-offieial record:.
; {story of the trouble ‘on Jack
Wade, ds -detailéd-to—The—Nugget—by-
Mr. Steelsmith, is as follows: Early in

f

_May, two_men named Jameson and
Day, entered that~ part of the country
and after a short time spent in ’pros-

on Jack Wade creek. Thinking they
had struck a rich proposition they at
once staked off the best part -of the
creek in their own "and ‘in names of
their friends, and at the time it is as-
serted that they had no power of jt-
torney from their friends, nor did they
_have, it is alleged, until many months
later. . In. the month of August, 1898,
the Jack Wade mining district was
formed and so recognized by -U.- 8.
officials, A mining recorder was ap-
pointed ard the district was officially
opened to prospectors. JIn September of
the same year Steelsmith and many
others ventured ®ato that section of the
country. They. nd Jack Wade creek
and, after duej” ~ specting, realized it
to be rich in | , deposit. They pro-
ceded to iocate and duly record their
claims, and for ga period of 15 months
were allowed to Work and develop their
property, with nothing to molest or
make them afraid, Jameson and Day
having left the country previous to the
arrival of the latter party in-September
Thus did the white winged_ angel of
lyth of the present month, when Jame-
son appeared upon the scene and the
creek with a document from the U. S.
court of the district of Alaska enjoining
the miners on five of the best claims on
the creek from further work, the re:
stricted territory covering a space of a-
tfull mile and one-half. While on the
outside Jameson had heard of the rich
finds on Jack Wade, with the result as
claimed by Steelsmith, that he immedi-
ately started for the interior and, com-
ing.by way of Sitka, where, by alleged
misrepresentation, he sucééeded in hav
ing tne sweeping injuiction issued.
Jameson arrived on Jack Wade early
in the month of October, but for some
unknown reason did net serve the in-
junction -on the miners until the 19th
of the present month, when, like law.
abiding citizens, the latter st once dis
Since that time the
dark cloud of uurest and’ petulance has
huug over Jack . Wude, and . Mr. Steel-
smith says that discord  there has been.
greatly augmented by the interference
and meddling of the U. S. commis
sioner appointed~ by Judge Jéhnson for
that district, such commissioner haviz
no jurisdietion in other than crimina
in civil

has been exercising power

standing in with Jameson, who isen-

Jack Wade. .

M-, Steelsmith says that the state-
ments of a man pamed Miller, as pub-
lished in a recent issue of the evening’
paper are greatly overdrawn, and, in
the most part wholly untrue; that Mil.
ler had a selfish purpose in making the
misleading and false statements which
were published. Steelsmith asserts that
there has been no serious trouble from
the actions of the miners nor is there
liable to be any; that the only cause

for tivuble there is the undue and un- [

S

lawful interference of the:U, S.
missioner, X ;
Steelsmith exp

com-
ed‘té,‘»y ‘making a state-

exist on Jack Wade, and - by presenting
a- full. and  carefully drawn- petition
from the miners. interested, to have the
‘injunction - dissolved very shortly after
his arrival at Sitka. ;He will then
return -to'. Skagway from which poifit

“| inquiries séém' to have been caused by.
| the reports of good strikes made on'Gay

Jabove Gay gulch whici: I consider well

me as to whether or  not there is any.
ground on.  Eldoiado above Gay ggﬁh
that will actually’ pay.to. work (which

 gulch, and Gay_guleh”possibly being the
origin of thezmillions of dollars worth:
of Eldbrado gold), I hdve decided to

state to the public through the columns
of your paper, if you will kindly
oblige me by inserting this letter , that
I own no property on the creek  but 1
 have worked on upper Eldorado for the
"past three years“which ~affords’ me ‘the
opportunity to know ' something of its.
conditions. - There are parts of the creek

worth working. I huve seen pans taken |
-out that run-from—$25-and—as bhigh - as’
00 1= t+—wean-to-make the im’
pression that these are average pans, but
that there are spots—along the upper
part of the créek that compare very
tavorably with what is considered-the-

-There is coarse gold “and large nuggets |
found as far up“as-in, the 50's,-and
there is also sumilar coarse - gold in
Cnief gulch, but so far it has not-been
found in paying quantities. - The pay

the bedrock.” On upper Eidorado there
is more or less of what is ' commonly
called rotten bedrock and blae clay bed-
rock, which is a very fine, soft, shaly

clay substance which the gold wi
over and cannot work into. There is
also some spots of this below Gay gulch
which is well ' known to those who have
worked on _it, that-there is no pay in
the blue stuff “as they. call it
where there is good slabby bedrock and
the conditions are favorable for the
gold to find a lodging place, there is
rich pay, for there has been a very
heavy run of gold in upper Eldorado.
The following is a list of the claims
above Gay gulch where dumps were
taken out last winter and sluiced in theé
spring: Nos. 37a, 38, 39, 40a, 41, 44,
45, 46, 46a, 47, 47a, 48, 52a; and No. 1
on a pup on the left #imit of 53, and
No. 1.0fi Chief gulch, and there were a
few small dumps farther up Chief
washed with rockers. No.39 Eldorado
worked a force of men day and night
sluicing in an open cut all last sum-
mer. This winter. shows much more act
tivicy on upper Eldorado than did last.
There are steam thawers being  putim
in aifferent places. But as to Gay gulch
being the source from which’ comes El-
dorado’s most fabulous wealth, I will
say that it 1s possible, and more than
probable’that - some of kldorado’s gold
came from Gay gulch. But it is my
opinion that the greater| part of it
came-down-upper — Eldorado, for the
reasons which I will endgavor to ex=
plain; In the first place the gold 1p
‘Gay gulch is fine gold compared with
the gold in Eldo:ado, there being but
very few pieces found inthe guleh-that-
would be cousidered nuggets in this
country. Then, again, the chaim owners
on Gay gulch report their gold to assay
$19 per ounce. If this be true it isa
settled fuct that the principal: part of
the gold came from sume other source,
for the average gold in Eldorado below
Gay gulch assays much less than that,
while the gold above Gay is identical
in character to that below, and on the
upper part of the creek the gold. is prin-
cipally nuggets, there being but very
little fine gold compared with the same
-amount taken from the lower part of the
creek, the fine gold seemingly has
‘moved down the stream faster on '’ the
steep parts th
which most al 1
quartz in the nuggets is of a different
charater from the quartz boulders in the.
creek, = The boulderssare what is gen-
erally known  here as bull quartz, and
are found scattcred all over the moun
tains, only thuse on the mountains are
not worn - by the action of .the water in
traveling, where those in . the —creek:
Zrvyin e ‘ s e
Break a boulder in the creek and you
will find: it identical to those on the
hills, of which there are numerous beds
all over the country and would not
have one color of gold in a<thousand

yards,

The reason there is no boulders found
in the creeks with gold in them is be
cause the quartz which 1s in connection
with the gold is literally all cracked
to pieces, there being very- fine cracks
running through it ih every direction,
making it an utter mass of small paiti-1
¢cles . of quartz, and will' not stick . to-
gether in a boulder, as large a  piece of
it ‘as you will ever

it to hold it together and keep it trom
crumbling to pieces. —Some nuggets, in
which the gold is not . too massive, you

Lgood part of Eldorado below Gay gulch. |

depends altogether on the conditions of |

rock mixed with an exceed-mglyﬁrségx_,
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