5¢  LAWS OF THE PROVINCE OF UPPER-CANADA, Seccond Seffion.
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riods or times in the -year, within which no ftatute duty upon  the roads fhall be performed ;
namely, one month in- the [pring, commencing upon the twentieth day of April, and ending
upon the twenticth day of May ; and three months in the fummer commencing upon the fisft
day of July, and ending upon the firft day of Otober in every year. r

XX, And be it further enacled by the authority aforefaid, That after every fall of fnow, by which
any principal highway leading thiough this province, fhall or may be obflru@ted and the paf-
fage throuigh the fame thereby intérrupted or hindered, it fhail and may be lawful for the over-
feers of the towns, townfhips or parithes, through which the faid highway may run, and they
are hereby required to order and dire&t fuch and fo many as they fhall deem neceflary of the
freeholders or houfeholders next adjoining the fame, being poflefled of a fleigh, or fledge and
team, to open a free paflage through the faid highway, by driving or caufing their fleigh or {ledge
to be driven overand through the faid highways.

XXI. And whereas it often happens that after falls or drifts of fnow, the highways through
feveral parts of this province, are {o covered over as to leave no vifible traét or path to guide
travellers, particularly where the faid highways pafs through extenfive cleared fields, (for the

fake of fhortening the communication in the winter) over and along rivers or bodjes of fro- -

zen water ; Beit therefore ena&ed by the authority aforefaid, That in fuch cafles it {hall and
may be lawful for the overleers, and they are hereby required to warn and dire the houfehol-
ders and freeholders in fuch pariflies, townthips or places refpeétively, to ere@ or fet up fakes or
beacons on each fide of the faid highway, road or commeon path, fo as to dire@ travellers, parti-
cularly at night and in bad weather ; and any houfeholder or freeholder negleéting or refufing
to obey fuch fummons, and to perform fuch duty or labor, {hall be liable to the fame penalties,
fines and forfeitures as thofe negleQing to perform their proportion of duty or labor on the
highway, as herein before mentioned, and to be recovered in like manner.

XXII. And be it further enadied by the authority aforefaid, That it {hall and may be lawlu} for
any two or more juftices of the peace within their refpe&tive divifions, and they are hereby em-
powered from time to time, whenever they (hall judge proper to hold any fpecial feflions befides
that which is herein befure dire@ed in the month of March, for executing the purpofes of this
a&, and to adjourn the fame from time to time as they fhall think fit, caufing notice to be given
of the time and place of holding fuch fpecial feffions and of the adjournments thereof, to the
feveral juftices a&ing and refiding within fuch limits, by the conftable or other proper officer
within the {ame. : 19 :

XXI1. Provided ahways and be it further enafled, That if any a&ion or {uit, thall be commen-
ced againft any perfon or perfons for any thing done or a&ed in purluance of this a&, then and
in every fuch cale, fuch a&ion or f{uit fhall be commenced or profecuted within three caleadar
months after the fa& committed and not afterwards, and the defendant or defendants in any {uch
action or {uit (hall and may plead the general iflue, and give this a& and the {pecial matter in e-
vidence at any trial to be had thereupon, and that the fame was done in purfuance and by the
authority of the prefent a&, and if the fame fhall appear to have been fo done or if any f{uch
attion or fuit {hall be brought after the time limited for bringing the fame, then the jury fhall
find for the defendant or defendants, or if the plaintiffor plaintiffs {hall become non-fuit or dif-

continue his, her ot their ation, after the defendant or defendants (hall have appeared, the de-

fendant or defendants fhall and may recover treble cofts and have the like remedy for the reco-
very thereof, as in any other cales by law.

XXIV. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That any perfon who fhall be feized

of two hundred acres of land or more within this province, and fhall not refide in the faid pro-

vince, or have any tenants or tenant refident on his faid lands ; fuch perfon fhall be liable to
pay the fum of twenty thillings per annum, to be applied towards keeping in repair the king'’s
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