CANADA AND THE OUTSIDE WORLD

consigns the 50 million people to the gutters of society
is repugnant to our thought. Their way is not ours.

Two fixed points, two steady beams of light, en-
able us to see our onward path into the veiled future
of a distressed world. One is our fixed relationship
through Great Britain with the group of British Do-
minions, including Great Britain itself, which make
up the British Empire. The other is our firm union
of friendship in mind and purpose with the United
States. This unity and brotherhood that has come to
join the North-American English-speaking continent
is one of the few bright spots in a darkened world, one
of the few great advances in the destiny of mankind
for which the last 50 years can take full credit. This
union of hearts does not depend on the pen and ink
of treaties, on the guarantees of legislation. It has no
connection with the outworn political issues of pos-
sible annexation, possible conquest, possible absorp-
tion. All that is past. Our relation with the United
States is based on the intermingling of the lives of
our people, on hundreds of thousands of family rela-
tionships, on the common ground of our common
education, the interchange of our journals, our art,
our letters. With it goes the back and forward import
and export of things not to be valued by a customs
appraiser; the export of theology from Nova Scotia
in carload lots of college principals and city divines
balanced against the import of American mining
from Pittsburgh. Stronger even than Sunday the-
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