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BRITAIN NEEDS WHEAT
WThe British Government is bending every 
possible effort to ensure the greatest food pro­
duction that the British Isles have ever known 
But even with their best efforts they cannot 
this year produce nearly sufficient for their 

homeown home consumption Canada is the near­
est source of supply for the extra food and 
to Canada. Britain is looking for the wheat 
to feed her armies The appeal will not be in 
vain Barring unfavorable weather conditions, 
western Canada this year will produce a large 
surplus of wheat and will have an abundance 
for the British people

THE FARMERS* PLATFORM
In response to numerous reouests we re­

produce again in this issue the farmers' plat­
form in its entirety It will be well for those 
readers interested to preserve it for future 
reference The fanners' platform, drafted by 
the Canadian Council of Agriculture, has been 
unanimously endorsed at the three great annual 
conventions of the organised farmers during 
the last two months It is now the official 
déclaration of the organised farmers of the 
Prairie Provinces As a broadminded, clear 
cut. comprehensive policy for national develop- 
ment. the farmers' platform is by all odds the 
best national political platform produced in 
Canada by any large organisation since con­
federation It crystaliaes the result of many 
years of investigation, research and dis­
cussion For the first time the farmers have 
now a national platform It «nil not commend 
itseH to either the official Grit or Tory parties 
because neither one likes it. No one can 
accuse thr fanners of partisanship m drafting 
the platform Free wheat and free implements 
are about the only things in the platform which 
the official Got party favors The Corporation 
Tax is the only plank adopted by the Tory 
party tbo the rank and Bk of the party menu 
to lean somewhat towards nationalisation of 
railways Neither party «rill endorse the 
tariff proposals nor the uuation proposals in 
the farmers' platform Both of them are loo 

h beholden I» the wealthy and corporation 
interest ; who 6name their political campaigns 
Every farmer should study -the farmers' plat­
form and the explanation* given m this issue 
If the farmers, one and all. will give their 
honest and determined support to this plat­
form it wilt rrvuhiliunuc our political and 
nuiiw life- The hide-bound party press 
as well as the corporation press find much 
fault with the farmers' platform which is 
only additional evidence that it is a good thing 
for the cuwws people

MOW TO (JET ACTION
As the educational work on the farmers' plat­

form proceeds, the quest** Diet «mtmum to 
I* is. “Mow can «re elect candidates to
the House of Commune in support of due 
platform*" It is a very practical question 
*nd one that demands an answer The 
«newer however, must come from the farmers 
themselves The organised farmers have no 
..■ill w.l machine far the nomination of 
candidates like the two old parted They have 
no campaigif fund «nth which to finance their 
. ..wini.u-» U is abeuhstely certain that the 
vswporatiuns and interests who finance the 
Got awl Tory parties will not finance the 
fwganltd fanner* And if they did it would 
t# the worst thing that «add happes At the 
net general election there anil be *J sets to 
he filled m the House of Commons from the 
ihsae Frame Frovuwps alone At leaet M of 

seats are controlled by the rural vote
If the fanners of West win

who will support the fanners' platform in the 
House of Commons Such a united body in 
the House of Commons would create a revolu­
tion But this great achievement can only 
be accomplished if the farmers are sick and 
tired of the performance of the two old parties 
and are fully determined to bring about a 
change The West for years has received 
very scant justice from the law makers at 
Ottawa, due largely to the fact that the 
Western representatives have been divided 
fie tween the two camps and generally been 
more interested in their party than in their 
country If the farmers «rill see to it that at 
least one good candidate in each constituency 
is a supporter of the fanners' platform they 
can elect the great majority of the Western 
representatives Whenever there is a candidate 
in the field it would only be fair and reasonable 
to give him an opportunity to consider the 
farmers' platform ahd express his viears upon 
it. If he is prepared to support it regardless 
of the actidn of either of the old turtles and 
can be relied upon to carry out his promises 
it will be e decided advantage If two opposing 
candidates are both honestly in support of 
the platform so much the better If both are 
opposed then it is time to put a new candidate 
into the field One thing should not be lost 
sight of. namely, that the farmers must give 
their financial support to the candidate who 
accepta their platform An election is probable 
before harvest time and artien should not 
he delayed too long.
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THE MERCHANDISING PROBLEM
The most ccumamcal distribution of mer­

chandise in Canada is daily becoming a much 
mure pressing prohlcm Particularly is Una 
true in the West The rapid nee in the cost 
of hvuig has focused public attention on this 
sphere of our commercial activity as one from 
which more detailed explanations are due 
A recent conference of retailers and whqle- 
aalers et Wttawa. another at Winnipeg in 
conjunction with some of the hankers and still 
others now proposed show that part of "the 
trade" at least realises the «enuumeee of the 
utuatton Satisfying the immwhatr public 
clamor * only one matter to be settled A 
mom vital problem and one which in its results 
rararu only public agitation put into execution 
is the strung competition of the mail order 
house end the influence of co-operative buying 
There are at present two schools of thought, 
as it were, in the regular merchandising 
fraternity regarding this problapn One section 

mis t* stall along by 
to carry on so-called 

hem. etc The other, 
entirely rsproeented by retailers, is 

moving to a solution more in has «nth the 
Iwinnpie* of modern twin— It is cutting 
buying coati by eo-operative purchasing direct 
In en manufacturer* end itseeing to give she

reedy nearly MO retail merchants from all 
three Western provinces are united m one 
body kr that purpose and they here just 
finished a «ucregful^yns/ ^business m the tees

merely falling in Bee «nth the principles of 
ro-uperation They have been forced to k 
hr 
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dictate who dull 
or shall not eell certain bom uf goods and et 
what prime they dm! be mid. Sene manu­

al winch whole- 
le the retailer, net only ihsir

ia partly 
■gigi niatiag

agreements Some jobbers or wholesaler! exact 
exorbitant commission chargea. Whereas the 
cost to the farmer of having an 80,000 pound 
car of wheat sold is SI7 3S. the expense to 
the retailers in buying a 30.000 pound car of 
sugar is $«*6 00 Both cars are of practically 
equal value, tho the actual labor connected 
«nth selling the wheel is several times that 
expended in handling the sugar.

There is no use in the retailer or wholesaler 
shouting about the co-operative buying of 
farmers and of the depredations of the «flail 
order house. The mail order house has been 
a potent factor in making the rural west a 
better place in which to live. Most farmers 
are not anxious to keep store, but they are 
interested in just velum They have powerful 
weapons at their command The retailers 
have a difficult problem, but farmers have 
already by their co-operative selling and buy­
ing furnished an object lessen to retailers 
Until they m^ke a real application uf' that 
principle to their own transactions and reduce 
this question to one of pure economics they 
have no rpason whatever to blame the farmer 
for buying either co-operatively or thru the 
mail order house Retailers must break down 
some of the combinations which are i 
them Co-operation is the weapon to i 
retailers «rill have a vast amount of sympathy 
from farmers if they attack this problem with 
vigor

TO INCREASE CROP YIELDS
The kind of seed election described in this 

issue by Rmgir Wheeler Is worthy of candid 
study by every fanner. The only farmers who 
«rill make money out of wheat rrowing when 
prices go beck to normal after the war «rill be 
those who use the beet seed and Inflow a 
proper tillage system It is not a vary hard 
task to carry on seed election to the extent 
required on any one lares. In fact bus moat 
interesting work and the greater pert of k 
ought be looked upon as a i 
it pays he» been demunetrw 
It w no unpractical theory, 
has followed the system far many . I 
by so doing has produced the world's 
wheat •nd'-reoord breaking yields 
mure, in s «reed infested C'iuntrv he ha» bus 
able to keep hie field» dean What he hee done 
others oao do There ought to be not less than 
10.000 farmers carrying on systematic mad 
selection to tine country for the beneflt not 
only of themestves bet
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