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THE FARMERS' PLATFORM

In response MTOUS requests we e
this issue the farmers’ plat-
form in its entirety. It will be well for those

readers terested to preserve it for future
reference. The farmers' platform, drafted by
the Canadian Council of Agriculture, has been
ar ‘ lorsed at the three great innual
- ¢ i farmers duning
the |  tw i It now the official
e i wmized farmers of the
P ] X \ roadr d. clear
L e Ix 1 1! develop
ment, the farmers’ platform is by all odds the
best nat ohtweal plat! Juced
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who will support the farmers' platform in the
House of Commons. Such a united body in
the House of Commons would create a revolu-
tion. But this great achievement can only
be accomplished if the farmers are sick and
tired of the performance of the two old parties
and are fully determined to bring about a
change The West for vears has received
very scant justice from the law makers at
Ottawa, due largely to the fact that the
Western representatives have. been divided
between the two camps and generally been
more interested in their party than in their
country. If the farmers will see to it that at
least one good candidate in each constituency
15 a supporter of the farmers’ platform they
can elect the great majority of the Western
h"llh's('!léa!)\ es. Whenever there is a candidate
in the field it would only be fair and reasonable
to give him an opportunity to consider the
farmers’ platform and express his views upon
it. If he is prepared to support it regardiess
of the action of either of the old parties and
can be relied upon to carry out his promises
it will be a decided advantage. If two opposing
candidates are both honestly in support of
the platform so much the better. If both are
opposed then it is time to put & new candidate
mnto the field. One thing should not be lost
sight of, namely, that the farmers must give
their financial support-to the candidate who
ACcepls their platform An election is prn’uhlt‘
before harvest time and actien should not

be delaved wo long

THE

MERCHANDISING PROBLEM
T he t economical distnbution of mer-
andise in Canada s daily becoming & much
n oressing problem. Particularly is this
rue in the West he rapid rise in the cost
iwving has focused public attention on this
sphere of our commercial activity as one from
which more detailed explanations are due
A recent conference of retallers and whole-
t Uttawa, another at Winnipeg in

-

) . o

gnction with some of the bankers and still
thefs now proposed show that part of “the
trade al lcast realizes Lhe senousness of the

s atuston Satssiying the mmmediate publi
clamor is only one matter to be settled. A
more vital problem and one which in its results
INCANns o Jdy pubdc agitation put nto execyution
is the strong competition of the mail order
house and the influence of co-operative buying
here are at present two schools of thought
as it were. In the regular merchandising
fratermity regarding this problgn One section

partly asleep and wants 1o stall along by
Jppointing  commissions o carry on so-called

vestigations and set prices, etc. The other
Jmost entirely represented by retallers, s
moving o a solubion more in Boe with the
rinciples of modern business. It s cutting
'-;.u.; vats by co-operative purchasing direct
from manufacturers and s aming to pive she
benefit of that saving to the consumer. Al
ready nearly 500 retall merchants from all
three Western provinces are united in one
body for that purpose and they have ;u.(
finshed & sucoessful year's business in the lace
{ enormous difficulties.  These merchants are
g n Bne with the principles of

They have been forced to it

rely fallin
"17‘4'.#41

lor exstence
Too many manulacturers and wholesalers
inquestionably operate under fixed under-
standings o maintain certain prices.  Some
anbanations of wholesalers dictate who shall
v shall not sell certain lnes of goods and st
what prices they shall be sold.  Some many-
facturery determine the prces at whuch whole-
salers shall sell to the retaller, not only thelr
pony. Dut sumilar lines made Ly other many-
facturers. They boyoott besakers of thew

agreements. Some jobbers or wholesalers exact
exorbitant commission charges. Whereas the
cost to the farmer of having an 80,000 pound
car of wheat sold is $17.58, the expense to
the retailers in buying a 30,000 pound car
sugar is $96.00. Both cars are of pncﬁenlly
equal value, tho the actual labor connected
with selling the wheat is several times that
expended in handling the sugar.

There is no use in the retailer or wholesaler
shouting about the co-operative buying. of
farmers and of the depredations of !c““
order house. The mail order house has been
a potent factor in making the rural west a
better place in which to live. Most farmers
are not anxious to keep store, but they are
interested in just values. They have
weapons at their command. The retailers
have a difficult problem, but farmers have
already by their co-operative selling and
ing furnished an object lesson to
Until they make a real application
principle to their own transactions and
this question to one of pure economics
have no rpason whatever to blame the
for buying either co-operatively or
mail order house Retailers must break
some of the combinations which are
them. Co-operation is the weapon to use
retailers will have a vast amount of »
from f{armers if they attack this
vigor
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TO INCREASE CROP YIELDS

The kind of seed selection described in this
msue by Seager Wheeler is worthy of careful
study by every farmer. The only farmen
will make money out of wheat '
prices go back to normal after war
those who use the best seed and
proper tillage system. It is not &
task to carry on seed seléction to
required on any one farm. In fact it |
interesting work and the greater part
might be looked upon as a recreation.
it pays has been demonstrated
It s no impractical ¢ Seagde
has folk the system many
by so doing has produced the world’
wheat andrecord breaking yields
more, in a weed infested he
able to keep his ficlds clean. What he
others cap do.  There cught to be not
10,000 farmers carrying on systematic

oaly of ‘M. but therr fellow (armers. -
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The poultry situation ss explainsd in this

issue by Pr
attention by all farmers.

Herner s worthy of the closest
ing facts

X

J




