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"The Study Course

A STUDY IN CO-OPERATION

The fourth study in the course which
is being followed by a €reat many readers
of The Guide is one of the most important
and interesting in the
work—Co-operation. This is a subject
on which most of the progressive farmers
in the West have first hand knowledge
gleaned from their own experience. [t
is chiefly by the exchange of experiences
among different parts of the West. and
by becoming acquainted with the histor
and achievements of co-operative societies
in _other countries, that Western co-
operators will gain the knowledge neces-
sary to extend their work and increase
the savings which they ure making both in
the purchase of supplies and in the cost
of marketing their products. In the
study course considerable space is given
to co-operation and a general review
is given of the different co-operative
enterprises which have been established
in this country, with briefer references
to co-operation abroad. This informa-
tion can be supplemented by the study of
the books recommended for reading in
the course, and by referring to hack
numbers of The Guide. For the last
three years it has been the practice of
The Guide to publish a special co-operu-
tive number in the month of March.
while articles on particular phases of
co-operation both at home and abroad
have frequently appeared.  Many readers
of The Guide, no doubt, have carefully
preserved the back numbers and these
will now be found very valuable,

whole season's

Women and Co-operation

The following is from an article on
Women and Co-operative Stores, written
for the Outlook, of New York, by Mrs.
Florence Kelley, general secretary of the
National Consumers’ League:

A little group of workers in the cotton-
mills of the English village of Rochdale,
some thrm'-qllnrlvrs of a century  ago,
discussed the high cost of living and
what was to be done about it.

In the end they bought a half-barrel of
flour, and each subscriber to the co-opera-
tive enterprise took one share. It was
cheaper than by the bag (as they had been
accustomed to buy it), and, even more
important, it was pure. For there is no
question of the fact that retail dealers
in those days commonly adulterated their
flour with plaster-of-paris, which caused
disease and death.

Little did those humble cotton-mill
workers foresee that this modest in-
vestment was the beginning of a move-
ment destined to amount almost to an
cconomic  revolution. It was the first
experiment in co-operation for cheapening
and improving the necessaries of life
From that half-barrel of flour has devel-
oped a system of stores and factories
which, controlled by co-operative societies,
are today scattered all over the United
Kingdom, serving as models for all the
world.

For Pure Food

These societies are, to a steadily in-
creasing extent, determining the quality
and cost of goods produced for their mem-
bers. They have been able to restrict
the adulteration of food products and
to prevent the fraudulent substitution of
inferior material in articles of clothing
used by poor working families.  In some

measure they have brought the cost
of living in England under their control.

The societies originally bought goods in

the open market, and sold them to their

members at the full current retail price,

eventually dividing the profit among the
o growth of

purchasers. But, with the

numbers, they found themselves able to

keep their own retail prices closer to the
current wholesale prices; and ordinary
retailers, in order to stay in business, are

now compelled to meet these prices, thus
holding down the cost of many kinds of

staple merchandise.
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The influenee exerted by the socicties in
behalf of honest goods 12 overwh ]HIIIIQI‘\‘ |
powerful.  They are developing so many
factories of their own that competing
manufacturers are finding it more difficult
to sell fraudulent fabries

It is largely by reason of the absence of
i-co-operative system in this country that
we have so inordinate a development of
department stores, with underpaid elerks
and a monstrous flood of :||l|l|l('l’:||<'<|,
trashy, perishable fabries.  The latter
item represents an immense aggregate of
ceonomie waste, and the loss falls mainly

"FRESH FISH CHEAP

For Shipment Direct from Fisherman to Farmer. Satisfaction Guaranteed or Money Refunded

MULLETS OR SUCKERS, per |b.. $0 0214 GOLD EYES, per Ib.. . ... ‘ oo .03
JACKFISH, per |b... s 0314 PICKEREL, per lb............ ... .08
TULIBEES, per |b. . . 03 14 WHITE FISH, per Ib. .07
FRESH HERRING, per Ib / 0314 KIPPERS, 25 |b. boxes. .... .. ... 2.00
BLOATERS, 25 I|b. boxes . .. 1.65 SALT HERRINGS, 20 Ib. pails.... 1.35
Will ship Fish in bags at 10 cents for each hundred pounds. Now is your opportunit
REMEMBER YOUR FREIGH

to lay in your winter's supply at Fishermen's prices.
RATES ARE LOWER FRO& WINNIPEG THAN ANY OTHER POINT.

Mail Your Order Today Terms Cash with Order
BANKERS: DOMINION BANK (North End Branch) WINNIPEG.

THE CONSUMERS FISH COMPANY, WINNIPEG, MAN.

upon the poor
Tricks of the Trade

A Swiss fellow-student whom [ knew
long ago at Zurich was afterwards em-
ployed for fventy vears as chief chemist
i a silk-dyeing establishment in Philadel-
phia. He told me that crude silk ar-
riving from China, Japan, and elsewhere
wassfirst boiled to get rid of the gum it
contained, thus losing about ten per cent
of its weight. The owners of the silk
required his employers to return it to
them with this ten per cent. restored
and with an additional one hundred per
cent. contributed to it, by “weighting’
with metals —lead, tin or iron

This, of course, is a customary trade
practice, and every woman has  had
opportunity to observe its effects.  If
a silk dress becomes shiny after a while,
that means adulteration of the fabrie
with lead If a shirt-waist of silk, tho
perhaps  hanging in a  closet. unworn,
exhibits star-like c¢uts or gashes, it is
tin that is accountable. If a cont lining
goes to pieces i straight slits, that is iron

My Swiss acaquaintance gave up his
employment and took his two boys back
to live on-a modest farm in the Jura
Mountains, in order, as he said, that they
should not learn the dishonesties in which
their father had been obliged 1o participate
while  pursuing the  silk-dyeing  eraft.

ut, in telling this story, the fget on which
I wish to lay emphasis is that such things

Cheap &&. Lumber
These Prices are delivered Freight Prepaid to any 40c¢ point

2x4, 2x6, 2x8, up to 16 ft., $17.50; 8 in. Shiplap, $17.50: Drop
Siding, $23.00; Edge Grain Flooring, $32.00; Common Boards,
$17.80; Doors, Windows, etc., at corresponding low prices.

We Guarantee Satisfaction. How? Permit examination
before payment. Send in your Order and save money

FARMERS’ CO-OPERATIVE LUMBER COMPANY

VANCOUVER, B. C.

Write for Free Farm Record Book

happen far less when the factory s
making goods to he sold to co-operative
owners thereof, and, in general, for the
co-operative trade in Fngland
Today the co-operative societios in that
country have stores so widely seattered
that they are to be found even in many
villages, and the mfluenee they exercise
over purity of food products and the
quality of other merchandise, as well
as over prices, has heen steadily gaining
Mail Order Co-operation
Ultimately the co-operative movement,
in the United States is, | think, likely to
take the form of co-operative ordering
direet from producers, together with the
establishment  of  municipal  enterprises
for public supply.  The Supreme Court
of Georgin has decided that municipalities
in that State may lawfully carry on the
production and sale of jce. New York
Cityv, having started milk stations for
infants some  years ago as a  private
philanthropic enterprise, now conducts a
few municipal stations of the kind, and
is soon to have many more.  Municipal
markets exizt in many centres of popula-
tion. Two ecities in Texas and one in
Tennessee have municipal abattoirs
We may never have co-operative retail
stores precisely on the English plan.  But
1t 15 easy to imagine the future existence
in our citics of sample rooms which will
do an enormous  maill order  business
Such an establishment will not keep a
stock of goods on hand for sale, but
merely samples of all kinds of merchandise
to be shown or sent thru the mails to
intending purchasers. It may serve as
an intermediary  between the producer
and the ultimate consumer, bringing the
two into close relations
The parcel post will be of bnmense
assistance, and when the Government
tukes over the telegraphs and telephones,
making ¢lectric communication relatively
inexpensive, we shall have facilities for
instantancous and cheap ordering
A CO-OPERATIVE MAGAZINE
Below  are  some  paragraphs  from
The Wheatsheaf, a monthlv co-operative
record and magazine, published in Eng-
land.  The Wheatsheaf i= printed at the
Co-operative Wholesale Society’s printing
works, Manchester, and beside a section
of general interest to ‘co-operators, con-
tains 4 local section ¢pecially prepared for
ecach district and containing news of the
local society among whose members gt
The f':”l;‘.\ihxl items are from
section of the November

1‘”‘{"]]1)""
the general
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Galvanized Corrugated Well C;)-

Economical Clean Durable

8lip-joint feature inakes this kind easy to install, For economy in preparing
your well, for good, clean, healthy water and a lining that will last and give
good service this is the Well Curb you need. Write today for full particulars

and prices.

WINNIPEG CEILING AND ROOFING CO. LIMITED

Manufacturers of Corrugated Iron, Shingles, Siding, etc.
P.O. Box 3006 G.G.G. Winnipeg, Man.
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YOU NEED OUR

Profit-Making Poultry Books

POULTRY MANUAL EGG MONEY

A Complete Quide to Success How to Increase It

Contalns 148 pages, [llustrated; everything the Contains = 128  pages, completely Illustrated ;
fancler and exhibitor want to know about the thoroughly covers the profitable production of
leading standard breeds, breeding show winners, market eggs, Including: Breeding, aring, hous-
etc. (written and Illustrated by F. L. Sewell, Ing and feeding layers, to get eggs when the
world’s greatest poultry artist); utility points of price Is high; marketing to obtaln better -prices;
the standard breeds; value of different grains for the 200-egg hen; preserving eggs to keep fresh
feeding poultry; best methods of feeding: how 40 400 iy oges up; descriptions of successful
to make farm poultry wpay, prevent and cure oo ¢ nl und the methods of conducting them,

diseases, etc.  Revised edition. 25(: ofc. 25c

PRICE, POSTPAID PRICE, POSTPAID

CHICKS POULTRY HOUSES

d Rear|
SRCOIIRG ) o Coons and Equipment

A hook of 128 pages, |llustrated. It tells how
This hook contalns 100 pages, 93 Illustrations

to bulld a satisfactory, Inexpensive Incubator
house; hatch and rear with Incubators and and over 50 complete plans; It explains how to
9o and amall

brooders and with hens; explains up-to-date care build the best and cheapest lar
of the growing stock; developing, fattening and houses (for all climates), roosting and brood
marketing; the broller business; the profitable coops, all fixtures and utenslls; how to make the
“soft roaster’” Industry, etc. This book will save best foundations, floors, walls, roofs, nest ventl-
Ity cost In the growth of one chick, 25c lators, show coops, shipping coops, drinking

PRICE, POSTPAID fountains, ete, 25c

TURKEYS. DUCKS AND - MO Fostein
GEESE POULTRY REMEDIES

The most practical gulde to the successful ralsing An rellable book explaining

up-to-date and

of turkeys, ducks and geese for profit. Breeding, symptoms of diseases and the most simple
hatching, rearing, fattening and marketing ex- remedies, Worth a great deal to poultry
plained fully. Fully IHlustrated. 50c ralsers. 25c

PRICE, POSTPAID PRICE, POSTPAIN

Give Your Poultry the Right Kind of Attention

and they will earn twice as much profit for you
These books glve tried and tested methods which save
money, Increase egg production, and develop better
and more valuable stock. An Investment of a few
cents for any one of thess hooks will Increase your
profits many dollars.

8Bingle books sent postpald at list prices,
All (8ix books) sent prepald for $l050
Order today from

Book Dept., The Grain Growers’ Guide

WINNIPEG, MANITOBA.

SIMPLE

POULTRY REMEDIES

Ores e s o

A period of gevere trial is always 4

testing time. The “come-day, go-day’

4

life ends abruptly.  New problems appesr

WHEN WVRITING TO ADVERTISERS PLEASE MENTION THE QUIDE

T O




