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Off Robert started to the watch­
maker's, and when he entered the shop 
he pulled his watch out of his pocket, 
and said, “ Please, sir, can you mend 
my watch ? It doesn’t go well ? The 
watchmaker took the watch, and put­
ting a curious glass before one of his eyes, 
he turned to a small gas jet, and, screw­
ing up his face in such a way as to 
make Robert smile, he examined the 
works of the watch.

In a short while he said to Robert,
“ I’ll sat it all right for you, my boy. 
It needs cleaning. Call for it in a week.’’!

Robert missed his watch greatly du­
ring that week.

Yoi sa 3 ifc3 ticking in his vest 
pocket had made him almost feel that 
it was like a living friend ; and he had 
got attached to it, and even used to take 
it out, when no one was near, to have a 
quiet look at it, and to admire its beau­
tiful cases and pretty hands.

What a long week that seemed to 
Robert ! And when the day appointed 
did arrive, how eagerly he set out for 
the watchmaker’s ! “ There’s your watch, 
nicely cleaned,” said the watchmaker 
to him ; “ it will keep time now like the 
town clock."

So Robert got his watch again, and 
thought more of it than ever, because it 
was so reliable and exact. Every now 
and then he would test it by the great 
clock in the tower of the town hall ; and 
it went so well that Robert declared it 
was quite as good as new.

Now let us see whether we can learn 
anything from this story of Robert’s 
watch. I have known children who re­
sembled it in some things ; perhaps you 
may know them too. They are plea­
sant to look at, they have beautiful 
faces, and are nicely dressed ; but just 
as Robert’s watch would not go rightly, 
they do not act rightly. There is some­
thing wrong with them. They need to 
use that prayer which David used, 
41 Create in me a clean heart, 0 God."

You know that God is the great Maker, 
for the Bible tells us that “ He hath 
made us. and not we ourselves." And 
as the watchmaker made Robert's watch, 
and knew all about its works, and 
could say at once what it needed, so 
God knows about us children, and when 
a wrong word is spoken, or a wicked 
deed is done, it shews that the heart 
requires cleansing, because sin is there.

Now, we read in the Bible, too, that 
“ the blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, 
cleanseth us from all sin." And it was 
because God saw how sinful our hearts 
were that He sent His Son to shed His 
blood. And I wish you all to know that 
by coming to Him you will be cleansed 
from sin. Only, God does not require 
to take us to pieces, as the watchmaker 
did with the watch. He sends His 
Spirit, so that we are renewed in the jin 
ner man. He puts new thoughts, new 
feelings, new hopes, in us, and thus 
makes us clean every wit.

After Robert had seen his watch go 
wrong, and when his papa had told him 
what was the matter with it, and where 
to take it to get it put right, if he had 
still carried it in his pocket, and not 
troubled to take it to the watchmaker, 
we should have thought him foolish. We 
should have said to him, if we had 
known him, “What’s the use of carry­
ing a watch that won’t go, that doesn’t 
keep right time ?"

So may we not say to all boys and 
girls, “ What's the use of having a heart 
that is not right with God, and that is 
not keeping in the way of His command­
ments ?" And here, I think, you will 
admit that Robert teaches us a lesson. 
For instead of not caring to go to the 
watchmaker, he went off at once, ant 
had his watch cleaned and put in order, 
So, children, let my last words to you 
at this time be, Go at once to God when 
you feel you have done wrong or are 
doing wrong. Tell your wants to Him, 
Do not hide your faults, but ask that 
He may give you a clean heart and re­
new within you a right spirit.

NEAR TO THE LORD.

Mr. B. had a son whose life was not 
in tune with liis words. He talked very 
piously, and seemed very devout : but 
he did things which startled his friends, 
and made the ungodly scoff. Some one 
spoke to Mr. B. about his son’s ways ; 
but the old man seemed to have no mis­
giving. He said, “Ah 1 Willie lives so 
near the Lord that he can safely do 
those things."

No wonder that Willie’s life was no! 
honour to himself or to religion, if he 
had been brought up to think that he 
could live in sin, “near the Lord." He 
that names the Name of Christ must 
depart from iniquity. He that would 
live near Christ must let Christ guide 
his life. How near to the Lord a man 
lives is not proved by what he can say 
to Him. Christ will be Lord over the 
whole man always, not only over his 
tongue sometimes. He leades those 
who are near Him, each step of their 
way. By faith they know Him near, 
and feel His Presence giving them hope 
and power. The truth that He sees and 
hears and watches over them, that He 
is with and in them, influences all they 
do and all they are. Those who are 
indeed near to the Lord are most care­
ful lest sin part them from Him. They 
are most jealous not to grieve Him, or 
to bring dishonour on His Name.

THE HEATHEN BOY.

MEANS OF GRACE.
God gives His grace in many ways. 

We need not seek it in all the ways He 
offers it. No way is without its own 
end. God does nothing that He has 
not good cause for. We may not see 
the use of means of grace, or know 
how they help us, and what part each 
has in working out God’s plan. It is 
enough that they are all provided for 
our use by Him who knows all things, 
and does all wisely.

There are some ways in which we 
can seek and have God’s grace at home, 
in quiet prayer, and thought, and read­
ing, alone or with our families. There 
are other ways, over and above these, 
which are offered in the services of the 
Church, through Sacraments and other 
means of grace. We cannot do with 
out either. If we think we can do as 
well with one kind of help as with 
both, we set our judgment against 
God’s, and treat what He has provided 
as of no value. If we neglect the 
public means of grace, we say to God 
that we will not take the trouble of 
going for His bounties, where and how 
He tells us, but that He must bring us 
His grace in our way, and let us have 
it without trouble. We act as the 
Israelites would have acted, had they 
claimed that the manna should fall 
daily round their houses, after they 
reached the corn-fields of Canaan.

Not many years ago, as a lady was sit­
ting in the verandah of her house in 
Burmah, a jungle boy came through the 
opening in the hedge which served as a 
gateway, and, approaching her, inquired 
with eagerness, “Does Jesus Christ live 
here ? ’’

He was a boy about twelve years of 
age, his hair matted with tilth, and brist­
ling in every direction like the quills of 
a porcupine; and a dirty cloth of cotton 
was wrapped in a most slovenly manner 
about his person. “ Does Jesus Christ 
live here ? " he asked, as he hastened up 
the steps qf the verandah.

“Whatdo you want with JesusChrist?" 
asked the lady.

“ I want to see him and confess to 
him."

“Why, what have you been doing that 
you want to confess?"

“Doe* hr live here I ” he continued with 
great emphasis ; “I want to know that. 
Doing / Why, I tell lies, I steal, I do 
everything bad. I am afraid of going to 
hell, and I want to see Jesus Christ, for 
I heard one of the Loogyecs say that he 
can save us from hell. Does he live here ? 
Tell me where I can find him."

“ But he does not save people from hell 
if they continue to do wickedly."

’ I want to stop doing wickedly," said 
the boy ; “ but I can’t ; I don’t know how 
to stop. The evil thoughts are in me, 
and the bad deeds come of evil thoughts. 
What can I do ? ’’

“Nothing but come to Christ, poor 
boy, like all the rest of us," the lady 
softly replied ; but she spoke this last in 
English ; so the boy only raised his head 
with a vacant look.

“ You cannot see Jesus Christ now," 
she added, and was answered by a sharp, 
quick cry of disappointment. “But I am 
his friend and follower," said the lady, 
at which the face of the little listener 
brightened, and she continued. “He haà 
told me in his word to teach all those 
who wish to escape from hell how to do 
so."

The joyful eagerness depicted in the 
boy’s countenance was beyond descrip­
tion. “ Tell me, O tell me 1 Only ask 
your Master to save me, and I will be 
your servant for life. Do not be angry. 
I wrant to be saved. Save me from hell!"

The next day the little bo^ was intro­
duced to the little bamboo school-house 
in the character of “ the wild Kareen 
boy;’’ and such a greedy seeker after 
truth and holiness had been seldom seen. 
Every day he came to the white teachers 
to learn something more concerning the 
Lord Jesus and the wjey of salvation; 
and every day his eagerness increased, 
and his face gradually lost its indes­
cribable look of stupidity. He was at 
length baptised, and commemorated the 
love of that Saviour he had so earnestly 
sought. Ho lived a while to testify hia 
sincerity, and then died in joyful hope. 
He had “confessed," and had found a 
Deliverer from those sins from which he 
could not free himself. The lady also 
has since died, and she and the wild 
Kareen boy have met in the presence of 
their common Redeemer.
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Harper’s Bazar.
ILLUSTRATED.

God, Incomprehensible.—I know by 
myself how incomprehensible God is, 
seeing I cannot comprehend the parts 
of my own being.—St. Bernard.

Grace and Glory are one and the 
same thing, in a different point, in a 
smaller and greater letter ; glory lies 
couched and compacted in grace, as the 
beauty of a flower lies couched and 
eclipsed in the seed.—Hopkine.

Law and Gospel.—The law begins 
with commands, and ends with bless­
ings; bnt the blessings are like in­
viting fruit hanging upon lofty 
branches, which human nature m 
its fallen state can never reach. Ibe 
Gospel, on the contrary, begins with 
promises, and ends with precepts.

Grace a Motive Power.—Grace in­
fuse th a spirit of activity into a person ; 
grace doth not lip dormant in the soul ; 
it is not a sleepy habit, but it makes a 
Christian like a seraph, soft-winged m 
its heavenly motions ; grace is like fare, 
it one bum in love to God,

This popular periodical is pre-emin­
ently a journal for the household.

Every Number furnishes the latest in­
formation in regard to Fashions in 
dress and ornament, the newest and 
most approved patterns, descriptive 
articles derived from authentic aud 
original sources ; while its Stories, 
Poems, and Essays on Social and Do­
mestic Topics, give variety to its 
columns.

X -----
HARPER’S PERIODICALS.

Harper’s Bazar, One Year.....................$4 00
Harper’s Magazine, One Year....... 4 00
Harper’s Weekly, One Year....... 4 00
The Three above publications, One

Year...................................................... 10 00
Any Two above named, One Year... 7 00 
Harper’s Young People, One Year 1 60 

Pottage Free to all subscriber» in the 
United States or Canada.

The volumes of the Bazar begin 
with the first Number for January of 
each year. When no time is mentioned, 
it will be understood that the subscriber 
wishes to commence with the Number 
next after the receipt of order.

The last Eleven Annual Volumes of 
Harper’s Bazar, in neat cloth binding, 
will be sent by mail, postage paid, or by 
express, free of expense (provided the 
freight does not exceed one dollar per 
volume), for |7'00 each.

Cloth Cases for each volume, suitable 
for binding, will be sent by mail, post­
paid, on receipt of #1"00 each.

Remittances should be made by Post- 
Office Money Order or Draft, to avoid 
chance of loss.

Newspapers are not to copy this ad­
vertisement without the express order 
of Harper à Brothers.
Address,

HARPER A BROTHERS, New York

LIBERAL OFFERS 
FOR 1881.

2YearsZprice of One

THE REPRINTS OF

THE BRITISH QUARTERLY
f Evangelical)

LONDON QUARTERLY^ Conservatitej 

EDINBURGH (WAfr).
AND

WESTMINSTER (^«0
REVIEWS;

AND

Blackwood's Edinburgh Magasine,
Present the beet foreign periodicals In a oonvent­
ent form and without abridgment or alteration.

Terme»! Subscription (Including Postage.

Blackwood or any one Review..$4.00 per an.
Blackwood and any one Review......... 7.01 “ ••
Blackwood and two Reviews...........10.00 “ •*
Blackwood and three Reviews........... 13.00 “ "
Any two Review»..................................... 7.00 “ "
Any three Review»................................1R00 “ “
The four Reviews....................................1X00 “ “
Blackwood and the four Review»........15.00 “ *•

These are about half the prices charged by the
English Publishers.

Circulars giving the Contente of the Periodical» 
for the year I860, and many other partienlup 
may be had on application. ,

PREMIUMS.
New subscribers may have the num­

bers for 1880 and 1881 at the price of 
one year's subscription only.

To any subscriber, new or old, we will 
famish the periodicals for 1870 at half 
price.

All orders to be sent to the publica­
tion office. To secure premiums apply 
promptly.

The Leonard Scott
Publishing Co.r

41 Barclay St., New York.


