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Ancents, Al the feets of bistory

4te the sffirmations of Holy Writ,

& 40 earliest inbabitants of the globe en-

joyed a comparatively bigh civilization, and

the savage pations sre ibe wrecks of onee

civilised people, and the fallen and degraded
re~naats of better and nobler types.

Of the character of 1he primordial inhabi-
tants of these United S.ates, the antochrones,
a8 scieoiific writers cail such aborigioes, it it
imposaible 10 speak certuinly. Toe various
theories which bave been projevted, scme
assiguing them a place among the Mongol
tribes, some describing them as the lost chil-
dren of lsrae), are all alike unsupported by
sufficient proof. We know too hitile respect-
ing the ancient populations of these regions,
either to officm or deny what they were —
From the paucity of ibeir remaims oo the
Atlantic coast, as compared with those found
in the valley of the Mississippi, it would
seem probable, howeser,that their chief seat
of empire was in the West, and that they
entered America, if they emigrated at all,
from the direciien of Asia. Time, which
will bring to light more of their utensils,
will - enable iuvesiigaiors to mpproximare
finally, perbaps, to the truth; but at pres-
ent it is & wa-ie of words to speculate as to
their race, religion, political institutions, or
language. Oue fact alone is indisputable,
which te, that a race, greatly superior in the
arts of life, as well as ni koowledge of war,
to the Indiaus—an sgriculiural, or at least
a pastors), and not a huoter race—once io-
babited tbese Unied S ates. But bow long
ago this was, no men can tell. Nor whether
this primordial race was extirpaied by the
red man, or declined into hium 1brough long
¢>ntories of degradation, '
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In comsequence of the offictal relatios wmbich-th
paper sustaior to the Coulerence o Bustern Lritish
Awmerios, ne require that Ubstuary Kevival. and other
noticen addressed 10 us tr w an) 0 the Circulte within
the bounar of the Uovpexion, shall paes through the
hasde of the #uperivtendent Minmter -
Lommunicution: desigued 'ur thi» paper must be socom

panied by the aam:+ of tbe write: Ip confideunoe
W doaot indertake to retur) rejectrcarticles
We do ot aseume responsibility 10r the oy nione of o P

respoudents

Wesleyan Methodist Mission-
ary Soc.ety.
INCOME FOR THE YEAR.

We understand that the Receipté of the
Sociery for the past year have amounred to
Oxe Huxpsep acd Fortr TRoUsaND
PouxDs within a few shillings. The cxact
smount is stated to be One Hundred and
Trirtynine Thousand Nime Hundred. and
Ninety nine Pounds, Fiwe Shulings and
El.ven Pence This amount includes the
munificcnt Legacy of the late Mr. PooLt,
of  Roud, Sumereet, the net proceeds of
which were Noe Thourand Pouuds—
Compared with the R-ceipts of the previous
year there ie an increase of nearly ELEVEN
Teovsaxp Pouxps  Thus,—

£ s d
139999 5 11
129 076 16 10

-Receipts for 1859
duto 1858

Iocrease 10922 9 1
On this result of the finaocial labours of
the yesr we (ffer our most bearty congrato-
latious to the Commiriee, and to the friends
of the Sociery at large, both at home ard

abroad.— Wutchman.

Letter from Epgland.

From our 0% o Correrpondent.
Excrasp, April 6 h, 1860,

The * logic of tacis.” whatever that may
be, bas presailed.  The law of * naiural
boundaries ”’ bus been vindicated. and Savoy
is now a part of tbe French Ewmpire.—
Honest people cannot find words suffiiently
severe 10 Jenounce the deceptive sod dis-
hooorable pulicy of the Ewperor in avnex-
ing this Proviuce. This is what he calls
going to war for an “idea.” KEverybody
pow koows what the “ideads " of ihis trou-
bler of Europe are, and 1he next time be
goes 10 wur for an idea, there are some na-
tions who will probably annibilate the 1o pe-
nial project.  Warle E iglaud rubs her haods
with gice at the pruspect of iniernation-
al commerce,—while Manchester chuckles
over ber realzaiions of the priociple of
Free-trade,—while Quakers almost forge:
their gravuy, sud iLiow up tberr broad-
brims io hotor of une whose poliey is so
richiy pacitic. Loas Napoleon quictly walks
off with u P.ovivee, and souexcs a peopie |

Not that sny one cares much sbou: Sa
voy. For any value 10 the place, or an)
traditional worib 1n 1he peopie, 1t might a»
well beloug to the Ausiriaue, Duch, or ever
the Amcricans, it thcy bad chosen (o trou-
ble themscives with 1. No ooe grudge:
the Emperor bis new acqu=ition for 1is owe
sake. He s petfectly welcome 10 the Sa
voyards,—a people 100 spiritless- 10 appre
ciaie the blessings of freedom, and oo soi-
did to rebel szaiust one of the most uub ush
ing poliical sales that history records ; avo
equally welccme are the Savoyards 10 then
new sovercign, who will reward their rans-
ferred loyaliy by an umple despoism, ano
by crushinz in tbem any latent nobiluy o
spirit which may yet remain—will make
them his willing slaves, and tbe contempt o
all Europe. They are well matched,—u
peopie w.ihout pairiousm, and an Emper-
or wihout conscience and bouour.  Ba
this is vot the qiestion :—whut guarante
can Euiope tave of the fidelity ot one whe
solemunly avers at ihe opening of the ltahar
campaign ihat he repudiates territorial ag-
graod cement, and then at 1the ciore of the
campaigu stpulates for the cessiou of a pro-
vince that will give tvm a key to the eutire
Jiahan froutier? What are treaties ano
concordais and congresses 10 such & man?
Aod what may be his nextstep? lsatto
be 10lerated that 30 lung a4 this wan sits 0o
the Frerch throne ail Earope is be per-
peivally vn the gui vice?. ls the nume of
Louis Napoleon o be the sy mbo! of natione!
dizquiciade aud uncertsinly 7 No,—rathes
1:t Eogland unmask ber batteries and un-
sheash ber sword, uud go forth 10 do bastle
for the right!

Toe spe:ch of Lord John Rassell in the
House o Commous on the Savoy question,
while is bas excued the alarm of the Bright
school, bas given the greatest satisfaction 1o
men wbo value Eagiish honour and national

- digauy. His lordsnip_ in terms never to be
forgotien, devounced the lwperal poiicy as
caculated to inspirc Wniversal distrusg——
Ev:ry one knows that severe language,
coming irom a Cabioet Mini-ter on an offi.
cial occasion, is always expressive of a
far"@more weighty censure and a far deep-
er meaning, than words, ten times more
severe, coming from somebody else. Lord
Joha's speech is 0! ihe grandest moment,—
a3 als0 is bis masierly letter 10 M. Thou-
veocl, seot tbrough Eurl Cowley. Boib
bave doue someiing towards saust ing the

tested against (be apnexation of Savoy, all
reasonab'e e most know that the des-
paich and speech of Lord John Russell are,
both of them, protests of the most dignified
and sigoificant order.

1o the mesowhile, the Emperor has com-
menced to make the best of his new terri-
iory. An architect has been sent to Nice,
10 choose a site for an Imperial palace. Aon
em'nent naval engineer b.s been despatched
1o Villafranca, 10 asceriain the capabilities
of that fort as & paval station. lodeed it is
ntended to muke it one of the principal sta-
tions of the Mediterranean flcet, and a
targe depot for naval stores. The famous
Gurribaldi bas been elected a deputy for
Nice, and we shall be curious to see how
one who has fought bravely for tbe cause of
irecdom, fits his neck to the yoke of despot-
sm. Sardinia, instead of baoging ber head
before the nations for stooping to pander to
French ambition, has positively begun to
crow in the coosciousvess of ber grandeaur.
Her national device should benceforth be a
cock : for the king, in releasing his Savoy-
ards from further eubjection 10 him, writes
ss follows : “ Fiance and Italy are two sis-
ter nations, whose destiry it is to march at
the hend of civilization.” One Master
Z.-op, in by-gone days, wrote of a frog
who, endeavouring to emulate the size of a
bollock, puffed and distended and inflated
b.mzelf until be burst. JZEsop was a pro-

bet.

g Thbe new kingdom of Italy, with its in-
corporated duchies, is now an accomplished
fact. Even the Romagna is held by Sar-
dinian troops. This, the “ unkindest cut of
all,” the peor Pope bas resented by the most
impressive aud-formidable policy of which
the Vatican is capable. He bas excommu-
nicated all and suodry who bave been con
cerued in the annexing of the Legations —
Io the year af our Lord. eighteen hundred
aud sixty, and on the 26:h day of March,
tbe. walls of Rome were placarded by an
aonouncement that the judgment of the
major excommunication was prooounced
“ ugainst all actors, promoters, adjutors,
councillors end supporters of the rebellion,
usurpa‘ion, and invasion of the States of the
Chureb.”” O course this frightful ecclesias-
ticul ban falls npon ‘the King of Sardinia,
aud even the French Emperor, the eldest
son of the Church.

But this sort of thing does not take now.
Io ibe dark agee the interdict of excommu-
vicaiion was rather a serious matter. The
priest couid not pray for the excommuni-
cared party : bt that perhape was no lose
1o hhm. His servaaots, however, would- not
wait upon him. Thbere was no one to cook
his dinper. He had to clean bis own boots |
He was denied the sacraments aud ordn-
arces of the Cburch. It he died, there was
vo extreme unction,—~no tolling bell,—no
consecrated grave. All this, in barbarous
times, was very serious ; and hence excom-
municaied sovereigns had 10 do the penitent,
—10 hold the Pope’s stirrup,—to kiss the
Pope’'s toe,—and by every emphatic homilia
tion to prove the sincerity of their penitence,
ard thus assuage the boly Father’s wrath.—
Bat imes have changed : and, however con-
rary to the notions of the Vatican, Vieror
Enmanuvel seems to be in very good healib,
—10 eat, driok, and sleep well,—and in
otber modes to comport himeelf very much
us though pothiog were the matter. Aud
probably nothing is !

The Pope cannot as much as get his fa-
mous Bull into France. According to the
concordat, no bull can be published without
‘he suthorisation of the Government The
Government of France does not choose to
sanction the publication of an excommaoi-
cution, in the range of which it is itself 1n-
cluded,—and what is the good of an unpub-
li-hed excommunication,—~of thunder which
vo ooe can hear 7 Tbe French papal bish-
ops will not be very likely to say anythiog
sbout it,=for the, will not readily forge:
hat when two of their frateroity launched
be bolis of the Cuarch against the firsi N
polcon, be quietly clapped them into the
dungeons of Vincennes, and so shut up both
hem and their thucders.

Tbere bave been some wretched doings

at Rome. QOa thbe nineteeth of last mounth
bere was a peaceful and unarmed demon
~tration in the streets, in hooour of the an-
nexation of the duchies :0 Sardinia. There
was a considerable amount of popular, bu
harmless excitement. But the blood of the
Vatican was up, acd the soldiers.of the Pope
were commanded to charge ihe crowd. They
did so with ruthless and cowardly vigour,—
ull the streets rung with shrieks and flowed
#1th blood. With fiendish crueliy women
4nd children were cat down and slaugbtered.
Some mere infants were found among the
dend, ternbly gashed. Toe wounded were
carried away by scores. Such a blessing is
i to live under a paternal government.
Such s the method by which the professed
-uccessors of Pcter and Jubn win the love
of their children !
The prehiminaries of a trea'y of peace
between Spain aud M rocco bave been ar
ranged. Spain réqaires Morocco to cede a
mall portion of frontier,—10 pay an indem-
Miy ol twenty miihons of piasires,—to enter
n o a treaty of commerce, and to allow the
-stubl'shment of a Romi-b missionary, with
us satellites, at F-z  Until the mooey is
vard up, Spain retans possession of Teisan.
o b sudes are sick ot he war,~both bave
wen well ibrashed,—and both seem ver)
2led 1o come to terms. But Spain would
aot be worthy ot her Papal prestige if she
1.d oot advance the cause of the Holy
church, even by her ware, Heoce, the mis-
onary at Fcz. There bas been a serious
Carlist demon=tration io Spain, which, bow-
cver, has been suppreesed.

At bome, we are quietly passing through

tre various details of the Budget, and tbe
R form Bil. Tobe Income Tax Bill has
pased, us ulso the Samp Bl Nobudy
~+ms W care about the Raform B.il, save
M. Bright and bis fellow patriots. He who
-ad: * Perish Savoy, rather than Eoglisb
uicrests should be compromised 1" is ready
o0 say : ** Perish Eogland, rather than my
»wn views should wot be carried out !” So
nuile interest does the Bl excite, so sick
are bonourable members of the endle:s jar-
.00 ubout six pounders and ien-pounders,
bat on its eecond reading things were driven
o fiae, as nearly to come to a “ count out,”
e House is getiing plagued,—and no
wonder,

It is now finally decided tbat the Prince
of Wales shail represcnt her Majesty at ghe
openiog of the gigantic bridge across the
S¢. Lawrence. He will bave a retinue wor-
(hy of his rank aod of the occasion. There
will be a considerable flcet of screw-steamers
1o attendance upon him,—and the Duke of
N-wcastie, the Sccrctary for the Colonies,
will accompany him. It is & stroke of wise
poticy 1o send His Royal Highness to a
¢ountry, io which there is & most devoted
atiachment to the British Crown, and of
which for a long time the Briiish Govern-
went-bas ot been sufficiently mwndful. He
will meet with a reception which will im-
press him lastingly with a sense of the im-
portance of attaching to the Britieb Crown
all it colonial dependencies. Prince Alfred,
the sailor prioce of these days, was con-

people of Eosglaud (bat our Guvernment is firmed lagt week, The service in' bis case,
tired of ihe trivoious palaver of the Freneh{es in that of previous members of the family,

Eoperor, aud is at inst 00 its guard. The
French journal; bave taken great umbrage st

was siricily private and uopretending.
Intelligence hgs rcacbed us from India,

thiz spucen of the ForeigoSecrewary,—aod sl
thougt M. Tuouvenel professes to believe
that the English Governmens has not pro-
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that Miss Emilie W heeler, daoghter of the
'the late Geoeral' Wheeler, and one of
victims of the Cawnpore tragedy,.is siill

@he Brovincial Weswwgan.
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living,~but in such a weak aod shattered
state, that she refuses to be removed, snd
requests 10 remain as she is. Lord Clyde |
consents to remain another year in India
The Chinese expedition is nearly completed. |
Lord Elgin is to sail at onee,—and if his,
proposais are not immediately accepted,!
twenty thousand men are to be led againet |
Pekin. The Abbe Huc, a Romish mission-
ary, well known for bLis valouble works on
China and Thibet, is dead.

A fund bas been raised on bebalf of the
family of the Rev. Mr. Hodge, who was
drowned at ihe wreck of the “ Royal Char-
ter,” More than five hundred pounds bave
been already subscribed. A similar sub-
scriptiou has been commenced for the family
of Captain Harrison, of the Great Eastern.
The friends of Mr. Hallam, the historian,
are forming a committee for getting up some
memorial of his name and services ¢ will
probubly take the shape of a Modern His-
tory Piize, at one of the Universities,

The great gun of Sir Wiiliam Armetrong
tarns out not 1o be so great a gun, after all.
The authorities bave at last come to the ¢on-
clusion that there ia someihng more than
common in Whitworth’'s gun, which will
carry with wonderful precision some eight
or ten miles. There is to be a careful ex-
amination and comparisop of their respec
tive merits ; and so far as non-professional
judgments go, it would seem that Mr. Whit-
worth is likely to bave decidedly the best of it.

The Chaurch of Eogland is not beppy just
now. On the one hand it is likely to lose
its Charch rates. Oa the other it is piniog
for want of Bichops. If we are to lose our
Rates, pray increase our Bisbops! Such is
the cry of no less than four thogsand clergy-
men who have signed a petition in favor of
the increase of the KEpiscopate. There
must be a vast difference between the tradi-
tional Bishop, and the ideal Bishop. S
far as history enlightens us the Church of
Eogland has been as much damaged as bles-
sed by the wearers of her lawn. But the
ideal Bishop is a man of very different cha
racter,—and thus do foar thousand clergy-
men_crave and clamou. for more. Dr
Vaugban has declined the see of Rochester
It bas, therefore, been given to & gentleman
of truly evaogelical labour and lite,—o!
whose ministry Lord Palmersion bas bad
the opportunity of forming a personal judg-
ment. :

Mr. Spurgeon still wants ten thousand
pounds tor his Tabernacle. Wherever he
goes he gets crowds of people, acd plenty of
copper — but of notes and sovereigns but s
few. It will take a great deal of copper to
build a tabernacle at the cost of twenty-fou:
thousavd pounds, and the process of collect
ing it must be necesearily slow. He wili
have to t:ke a trip to America, and tha:
failing he must try “ the diggings 1”

The income of the Wesleyan Missionary
Society for the past year is but a few shil
lings short of one hundred and forty thou
sand pounds. It is a princely sum, sna
worthy ot the efforts of the people. Allow-
ing for a legacy of nine thuusand pounds,
the income is yet considerably above that of
last year—which was counted famous. The
arrangements have been made for our forth-
coming anniversary, The Rev. Wm. Brock,
an emnent Baptist minister, of London, 1
to preach the prin¢:pal scrmon befors the
Society. The other importaut services wili
be conducted by Dr. Dixon, Dr. Hannab
and the President. The chair at the Ex
eter Hall meeting wiil be occupied by Su
Andrew Agoew. Bart. The Rev. Wm
Arthur has gone to lialy. Probably we
shail have some contribution from bis pen
towards the solution of the lialian enigma.

A proposition has been made in the
Watchman for establishing: a sick fund, for
the relief of sons and daughters of Wesley-
an Ministers who may be reduced in eir-
canstances. It is to be hoped that such s
fond is not very much needed. The ¢hil-
dren of Wesleyan Ministers geperally do
wellin the world. A few cases here aud
‘here deserving of sympathy will scarcely
tail to find it. "The scheme for raising a
Chapel Fund of twelvp thousand pounds is
more likely to succeed. A very respecta-
ble list of subscribers has already appeared

We are geiting a little nearer to the long
talked of memoirs of Dr. Coke and the Rev
W Grimshawe. Botb are at last announced
as nearly ready for publication They bhave
been long expected, and will no doubt re
ward expeciation. The incieased sales of
our magazives i8 eoormous. J¢ is to b
fcared the profits are not oo the same scale
An attempt has been made and in some
quarters with success, to get up among the
British Wesle;ans, an esgitation on the ques-
tion of elavery, with especial reference to
the slave holding of the Methodist Episco-
pal Church. A pampblet has been printed
and largely circulated, from which, to a su
perficial reader at least, it would appear
that the entire Methodist Church of Americs
sanctions the bolding of slaves. It calls
upon the Wesleyans to forward protests to
‘he Conference about to be held in Buffalo
Nothing can be more hateful to the Wes-
ieyans of Britain than slavery. They repu-
diate all connexion with it. DBat surely we
owe something to our Breihren of the
Nortkern Church for the noble stand which
they have already made against this accurs-
«d sysrem. They wili doubtless purge from
them every remnant of ihis evil,—and it is
very mauch to be ceplored that abyibing
like an aggressive agitation should be fouud
in the raoks of Briii-h Methodism. Bishop
Simpson and Dr. McCiintock may bave full
coufidence in the bigh estimation in which
their character for integrity anod truth is
held by the most eminent Ministers of our
Church, Tbe slanders which have been
published concerning them emanate not from
autnority. .

The March Quarterly Meetings are now
over,and from all accounts there is every |
reason to expect a considerable increase in
ihe members of our Societies. T'he Sun of
Rigbteousness is shining upon ue. The ap-
proach of Cooference brings with it some
littie excitement and many important ques-
tions. The most prominent ot these bas
reference to the new President, for scarcsly
do we Methodists euffur our President to set-
tle in his chair, before we proceed to unsettle
him, by talkiog about his successor. It is
bardly fair or dign fied however, in a corres-
pondent to give publicity to all the smali
gossip on this subject which may be afloat.
It is not quite in accordance with our no-
tiops of Methodist honor to prejadice the
question. The Conference will doubtiess
elect the man whom in its collective wisdom
it thinks most worthy of the high honor,—
and whether-or not he is fitted for the post
is not for a newspaper correspondent to
judge, but for the President’s year of office
1o derermine. The capebilities of a Presi
dent are best ascertained on his retirement.
Acd it is very seldom that the Conlerence
bas reason to repent its elections.

Notice.

SACKVILLE DISTRICT,

The Annunal Meeting of this District is to be
held at Amberst, beginning on Thursday morn-
ing, the 17:b May, at 9 oclock. The Finaa-
cial business will be attended to on Friday -
when the Circuit Stewards of the different Cir.
cuits and the District Treasurer ot the Chil-
dren’s, Fund are sothorised and earnestly re-

! quested to be present to take part in the pro-
i H: Pickarp, Ci'n.

inga,
' Sackuille, N. B., April 17, 1860,
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Letter from Canada.

From our Correspondent. .
Caxapa, April 18 b, 1860.
1 need permission from your readers tb s time,

{ and pens bave begun to write grandly on foreign  fers. They may think it of sufficient importance, .’ and unanimity, it would liken the service of our
| vesskls upon the inland seas of Canada We to pursue tbe object of this communication, by } sanctuaries on earth, to that of the temple of God

| must be great !
' A laadable ioterest bas been shown at several

| recent meetings at Toronto for the blind, and it

letters of similar character, untila genera! desire
shall’ be #frongly manifested by the Methodist

| people to be able to siug well and readily,nearly, |

to let spiritualities alone, and give my sk ets '°imy be expectél that something pow will be | it mot all, the precious hymns of our priceless

crowding Provincial matters; and wy
for their permission is, they shall bave a soaste-
dious summary . with variety encogh

The Houses this sitting ot Pariiament are not
degraded yet by the eccnes of indecorum aod
rancour which formerly were exbibited ; parties
seem politically little changed ; and good. doubt-
ful, or bad business is done industriousiy. Some
members peed new morals. The vigoious la-
bours of the Reformers during the year were to
make an impression, if not compel as-ent. 1
never thought s0 ; and large unmanly miaisterial
wajorities on all main questions make a p- werless
Opposition at present, and will do, o loc ; as the
bacswood Protestantism of many members is
meanly subservient to Lower Canada Popery
and mendacity. :

Thbe lospector General’s Financial :chemes

have taken up much time, and secared for the
gallery feats of gladiatorship. The consclidation
of the debt into English five per cen <, will I
conjectare, not lack the favor of those wsjorities
There is to be, it is thought, a new i reasury
Department, or'Bauk of lssue, the osten: ble rea-
son for which is, the dcsirableness of go .d bank
bills, and an avoidauce of Bank failu es; the
frue reason, it is alleged, is the auguni :ntation
of Executive political power, the directcrship of
be new depzriment being made depe: dent on
ihe appoiotment of the Governor in Couacil. It
1 said many of the Baioks are oppose. to' the
scbeme : it i+ said mavy are not. The question
being unsettled, I need not send an epitome of
the bill. That can be done, if necessa:y, when
it passes—and will it not pass ? There s a talk
of duty being taken from books. Among the
Liberal motions is ooe for abolishing the Queen’s
Printership, and anotber for securing R -presen-
'ation by Population, anotber for Sunday abol-
ition of official labour, another for a sort o/ Maine
Tewperance law, and many for Government pa-
pers. Mr. Browa's proposed bill to k-ep the
Sabbaih bas done good already, for tie P:st-
waster General bas directcd Postmaster to close
iheir offices on that day. ]

Petitions to the Legislature from the friends
of Victoria College bave been presente ], to et-
lect a change in the expenditure of the funds of
the Toronto University—wbich is at p-esent a
dishonest ply against law—and 2. untair
Parliamentary Committee has been app-inted ‘o
look into the abuse. The Wesleyans b-ing the
petitioners, bow far ‘will it look ? Alr ady Dr
Stinson, Dr. Green, and Prineipal Nelles, of the
Wesleyan Charch, and D:. Cook, Prest yterian,
bave been examived. and Dr. Ryerson v 1s toap-
pear again this week. These gentler o have
already proved the University wrong; bar it will
be found a very different thing for miniz 7alists
partizans, bigots, and semi friends in t! 5 House
to do right. The Wesleyans, cleric and lay, are
indignant.

The resolutions for making several | -ovinces
of Canada, under a central autnority, | ave not
been discussed, and  when they are, nowever
proper to some, the vole will be against ‘hem, so
long as the bilance of R2wer is possesse | by the
French Romanists of Lower Canada. 1 is very
hikely the Speaker-hip of the Legislativ. Couns
cil will be elective very soon; and it is boped
that the Speaker of the Upper House will not
be a mau of disreputable babits.

Tbe Revenue of Canada for 1859 is 37421,
428, from Customs, Excige, Public Wo ks, Ter-
ritoral, Migscellaneous, Special Revernnues, and
Guaranteed Accounts. The Ezpendi ure $7,
806 297, in loterest, Civil Government, Admin.
istration of Justice, Police, Penitentiar; . Legis-
lation, Edacation, (873 251,) Militia, Emigra
tion, Public Works, Steamers, Colle tion of
Revenue, Miscellaneous, and Trust Fuoc: These
figures are not triflcs, and they prevent anada’s
importance from being ignored.

1 stated in my last what our Postmas e» Gen-
eral was doing for the Canadian Mai: Ocesn

) Stedmers, and Telegraph. He is again en roule

tor Europe. Fiom his report for 1859 [ learn
that there are between 1600 and 1700 1'ost Of
fices, 8 000 000 of Letters passed thre agh the
Post, 10 000,000 of Newspapers. I 1bi: k there
'8 ;ome ertor in the statistics; fora hop is ex
pressed in the Report that the Deparin :nt will
bis year be sell susiaining: but 1b: stated
* avaiiable Revenue " for last year i- put at
$578,426, and the “ Disbursements” § 352 569.
[be receipts from Ncwspapers are «¢stimated
st 860000. The Uaded States Po.: Office
oaid $14000 for sea postage by (‘avadian
packets. The Parcel Post bas worked satisfac
torily, Regstered letters are diminishe( Stamp
wsue, increase $70,380. Money Order branch
not yet paying expenses The Newspa or Post
age is * a penny wise and pound fooli.-h ” im
pos’.

The Report of the Commissioner 6 Public
Works for 1859 states, that the total < xpendi
ture bas been $929,231, as follows : —P- manent
charge of Head Office and manageo -nt &ec.
$182925; ordinary repa rs $88,646; ¢ .craord:-
nary repairs, 875 751; new permanen works,
8349404 ; old clams for damages, £31 146;
Fug and Trinity House service, $67,483 . Remov-
al to,Quebec,$23.873 Nortbern Ranw. -, (since
repaio) $60,000. Loss to the public vorks by
the raiways eastward, 197 209 tons Qaly
14 800,000 bushels of grain were sbipp d east-
ward from the Lake regions over Lake Oatario
io 1859, against 21,800 000 in 1858.

Navigation for this year promises wll, not
withs:anding the Grand Trunk Comjiny has
obiamed a monopoly of stcamers «n Lak-
Oatario, likely to keep their Riil cha ges up.
Tue Lumber to go from the port of Toronto
alone is 14 000000 feet. Some 60,000 tons
of stone from Obiwo is needed for the Govern-
ment buildings at Ouawa. March 21st, the
wheat in store at Toronto was 228 000 bashels;
other grains, 100,000 busbels ; flour, 43 000 bar-
rels ; besides some 187 000 bu-hels of g ain, and
58,000 barrels of flour at six or esev.n otber
Lake ports. You see our last was a g.od har-
vest. At many other ports there have been
large deliveries for exportation.

I thiok I may say that all cur Railways are
now repotting increase of income—: ven the
Great Wesrern,” knowa to be injured by the
Grand Trunk. The Northern, betweca Lakes
Ontario and Huron, just announces an advance
of 66 per cent. over the same period of ast year.

Collingwood, the Lake Huron terminus of the
Nortbern, is assuming important fe:tures.—
Here many vessels arrive. Flowerin; opera-
tions incresse. An ol manufactory has just
been established—ail disiilled irom a peculiar
shale found in the neighborhood. Mo:e than a
thousand persons bave been felling and squaring
timber on the line of the Northern fcr foreign
markets, and it is said it would take th:«e freight
trains of twelve cars each day, from tb: middle
of March to June, to convey the timber. Ite
value i» $320,000, and railway charges would be
$57000. Boards are auvcther busine.s. This
is but one part of our lumber trade. W= lack an
auriferous Fraser River, and boast o/ others:
and our Woods acd soils on them are our
wealth. There is a propesal of our Inspector
General's before the Howse for something of
reciprocity with France in Cavadian customs,

| see in the Provincial Wesleyan a report of suc-
cesstul efforts with you for such sufferers, Dr
Howe supposes- there are 2000 blind persons in
Canada.

Witbh all our safe-guards there are many cases
of crime in Canada, though a less number of ex-
ecutions. The Police retorns of Toronto for
1859 shew 4 598 cases— 406 more than in 1858.
And there it can bardly be otherwise. Never
had we a corporation noted for so much vuigari-
ty, it not rowdyism, as now—if pubiisbed reports
are a correct index ; and ihis is one part ot the
result of throwing out several intelligent, religious
men, who frowned on offenders.

We thank you for the detailed account ot the
Hnngarian you gave the public recently A
few days ago it was moved in our House of As
sembly that a wrir issue for ap electien in a cer-
tain constituency, to supply the place of a mem-
ber supposed to bave been lost on that vessel ;
but it" was toucbingly objected,—Not yet, be
may not have perished! 1 yesterday read Mr.
Principal Scott’s recently masierly address to
the Westminster Wesleyan Normal College, in
a damaged Watchman rescued from the wreck ;
bat the Missionary Notices by ber bave not
come 1o band. The mystery of this event is op-
pressive. §

Of the present commercial state of Canada
the. Leader just writes :—* On every band there
are signs of prosperity, such as bardly ever be-
fore presented themselves in the history of the
country. Money is s0 abundant that it is wiib
the greatest d:fliculty it can be loaned on good
security at eight per cent. .. . Many of the Rail-
roads are just approaching a point of productive-
ness which equals the mos' sanguine expectations
ever entertained of them. ... The import trade
bas received an extraordinary impetus We
believe the custom’s returns for the last three
months, at this pott (Toronto) will be found to
exceed those of any corresponding period, even
in the flushest of flush times. . .. The danger is
that ra:b speculation will again become fasbion-
able.” With some abatement, 1 ider this
glowing extract reliable. )

I shall bave otber opportuniiies of telling you
of our loyalty to the Prince of Wales. It is gra
tifying to find that the residue of ‘p!d British feel-
ing among our republican neighbors is talkiog
and writing cordially , and intends a bot-bearted
welcome for His Royal Higbuess As to Can
ada, ingenuity and affection are devising the
best things, and I know not where the ques
tion is not asked, How shall we best receive the
son of the best quecn that ever reigned ? We
are perplexed about the best; and when the re
ception is over, the iove of every loyalist will
complain that the best was not the best after ali |

AxGLO Saxon.

The Methodist Hymns, and
Singing,
Dear Me. EpiToOR,

Many ot your readers will be glad that your
excellent correspondents are directing attenticn
to the psalmody of our religious services. Sing-
ing was from the firs' an acknowledged power of
Methodism. It is well therefore to endeavour to
check the tendency apparent in some places 1o
depart, not only unnecessarily, but injuricusly,
from the usages of our venerable Faihers with
respect to singing. By some ibe primitive prac
tice of giving out only two lines at a time is
superseded by the announcement of an entire
verse, of six, or even eight lines. Ope of the
pleas for this innovation, is the damage done to
the tuue, the due effect of which 1s said to be
greatly impaired, by being sung in sections only,
and not as an undivided whole. So far as this
is true, let it be admitted without abatement. I
will even then by no means justify the chanpe
of the old mode for the new. For our singing
during divine service is not only, nor chiefly, on
account of the music, the tune, or the barmony
It is ratber that the bearts of the worsbipper:
may be animated, impressed, elevated by tbe
sentiments ot the bymos, for all the purposes ol
awakening—conversion—encouragement — and
boly sanctifying hope. These are the great end:
of true psalmody, and surely they are much
more hopefully pursued by the ancient practice
of an earnest lining of the bymns, than from the
singing them in any other manner.

Much is said, in this age, of the people’s pro-
gress in mausical ecience and taste. We bave no
wish to question the wider -extent of musical
educa'ion, than existed in by gone days. Bu
was there no appreciation of barwony, no bigb
enraptured retish of sacred song, in the souls o
the founders of Methodisw, their coadjutors, and
immediate successors ?  Who cou'd fee/ the deep
concord, the melodious straine of the grand old
tunes, ke the inseparable brotheis Jobm ard
Charles Wesley ? He must be a prodgy of
wusical talent, or possess an unamiable measure
of self-conceit, who would equal himself to these
great ‘men, in their ekill and taste in music—
which was the lowest of their qualifications fos
usefulness Yet they were s6 much more con-
cerned to promote the due impression of eaving
truth and spiritual ed:fication by singing, than
the mere gratification of taste, that their invari-
able practice was to line the hymons. Let us
persist in following their example, in this respect,
let us cherish and exemplify their burning love
for eouls, their apos’olic desire for the growth in
grace of the socie'ies ; and we shail continue to
seek it in their metbods, of which lining the
bymos was one—tbhen we may bope for a portion
of their unrivalled euccess. He that winnetbh
souls is wise.

The Conference of 1805 said “ Let the ori-
ginal, simple, grave, and devotional style be
carefully preserved ; which, instead of drawing
the attention to singing, and the singers, is to
admirably calculated to draw off the attention
from botb, and raise the toul to God only.”

There is another matter that pught, perbape,
to be taken public notice of. Ia some parts of
our wotk it threatens ta become a serious incon
venience. A greal many of the unequalled
hymns in the Methodist Collection, we never
given out by the ministers because the people
do ot know any tunes in which they may be
sung., -

No desire exists to speak censoriously on this
subject, or in ill bumour. The evil is, perbaps,
no bedy’s fault. Butif it be canvassed, it may
be first arrested, and then - corrected. It is.un-
deniable that want of acquaintance with suitable
tunes, for a large number of our hymns, has the
sad cffect, in some places, of a burtful abridg.
ment of the Hymn Book. Thus, for the par-
poses of public worship it is reduced to those
compositions only, which are of the most ordi-
nary and common metres. Oar byansare writ-
ten in upwards of twenty different measures
Maboy congregations, to speak wicthin the truth,
have tunes for not more thao one-balf of these.
What a loss of poetry—of teaching—and of
music is bere ? This is at the same (ims an
embarrassment, and a privation. [lilustrative
examples way be produced. The foliowing are

' andeniable. Many other such instances must
" bave occurred, in the experience of our minis-

|TOmise | permanentiv done for them. 1 was gratified to | Collection
In a beautiful chapel which adorns the hill side, |

oo aa agricaltural circuit, the mioister bad been
wont to limt his selection of Lymns to those ot
the simplest metres, lest be should overtax the
ability of tbe singers, who were worthy and pious
persons. At length they spoke to him on the
subject. Having told them the resson of bis
choice of bywns, and received the sssurance
that other metres conld be performed by them,
be promised early to en'arge his selection. On
the next Sabbath, he announced a siz lines etghts
bymn. " The choir tried to sing it, but they broke
down n the second verse, greatly to their own
mortification,—and to that of the minister.
. Sowmetime afterwards the same preacher was
called to officiate, at the funeral of a very aged
widow—who bad been from ber youth an exem
plary Christian, and a munificent triend to our
Church. Her corpse was to be taken into the
chapel to wbich she bad given hundreds of
pounds. A trained choir, and # good organ be
long to that chapel. The micister wished to
have sang the 58:d. bymn—

‘ @ive glory to Jesus our Head,

With ali that ¢ ncompess his throne,

A widow, a widow indeed,
A mother in lsrae! is gone !” ko

Bat as this is not an ordinary measure, and might
be deemed too difficalt, he waived it for the 50th
bymn, commencing—

“ Blessing, honeur, thanks, and praise,
Pay we ¢racicus God to thee :
Thou. in thine abundant grace
Giveet ue the viotory

Which is only a sevens measure. Though this
was less pertinent 1ban the otber, it was never-
theless special, and appropriate.  But how great
was the preacher’s surprise, and disappointmen:
when the hour of the funeral bad arrived, the
estimable leader of the choir intimated 10 bim,
bat atter all, they could not venture to sing any
but a common measure hymn ! Hence in that
large congregation, the matchless funeral bymns
of Cbarles Wesley, who excelled himeelf in
compositions that are pot in a plain metre, have
oecome as though they bad never been written
How great a loss this is, be only can tell who is
able righbtly to estimate the noble inspirations
which are found in those sectione of our Collec-
tion * Describing Death” “ Describing Heaven”
—* Time, Death, and the Future State.”

Very recently, ata Sanday evening service,
'be minister above referred to had selected and
informed the choir of a hymn in every respect
suitable to the doctrine of his sermon, and his
application of it. The hymn was eight lines
sevens, and sizes, Circumstances led the preach
er, at the close of the sermon to substitute the
doxology for the previously chosen hymn. The
honoured leader of ibe choir, bastened when the
service was ended to make bis ackmowledgment
to the preacher, tor not calling on ‘bim to sing
tbe bymn that bad been intended, for be did
“ pot koow bow in the world they could bave
got through wiih i.” Tbus, of course for a good
while to come, in that chapel, the many beaunifui
bymns in “ sevens and sixes,” must be never or
very rarely given out. Yet in this measure
there is a large number of hymns of great lites
rary excellence, and evangelical fulness. Thei:
disuse is very much tq be regretted.”

It is hoped that able writers who bave acquired
proficiency in the beavenly art of singing, will
:ome forward with their useful suggestions in
reference to this matter. To discase a remed)
for the admitted evil is not the desiga of thi-
letter. There will however be subjoined a well
oonsidered plan by one of the valued members
o our Conference ®

Every enlightened Christian who is conversan!
with our Collection of hymns, wili bave observed
bat a large proportion of the richest composi-
tions it comprises, or that are to be found in tke
cburch universal, are written in stanzas, baving
limes of an unequal number of syllables (we
leave to others to describe them techoically,

Many of these are in a measure styled two

sixes, and four sevens, as the 27(h.
* Savicur, the wo. d’s snd mine
Was ever grief hke the ?
Thou my pa n, my curse has took,
Allm #'ns were laid on thee :

Help me, Lovd; to thee I 100k ;

Draw me, Saviour, after thee, &o.

The 53rd bymn is of ihe same measure,

“ Again we lift our voice,

And sbout our solema joys';
Cause of bighest rugtures this,

Ruptures that sball Lever fall;
See u soul escaped 10 bliss,

Keep the Chiistiun Festival, &o.

Otber bymns in this metre bave equal pathos.
‘orce, tenderness, and sublimity. Yet in how
few of our congregations can the - minister ven
ture to announce these hymns with any expec
tation that they would be properly sung ?

There is a number of fine bymas in peculiar
metres of which the 219th, is an example,
* Al thaanks be to God,
Who scatters abroad
Throu_hout every place
By the least or ins servants, his savour of graee.
Who t1e victory gave
The praise let him bave,
For tlie work he hath done;
All hovor and glury t0 Jesus alone

The 616'h bymn 's anotber example, entitied
¢ Christ our Sacrifice.”
“ Al ya that pass by,
To Jesns draw nigh;

To you is it noth:ng that Jesus should die?

Your renscm snd pesce

You sarety be 1-;
Come, see 1t tlere ever was sorrow like his. &c.

These iyrics are Christian, and Methodistic in
the bighest degree. Their rbytbm, their vigour,
iheir bounding joyousnees, draw to themse Ive:
that acute saymng of lsaac Taylor, of the Wes
leyan bywns * they almost sing of themselves,”
yeot there are Methodists in these provinces who
bave never beard them given out trom the pul
pit.
Severa! other *bymns have from the same
cauee been long doomed to the same undeserved
neglect. Two of them are on “ The Kingdom oy
Christ,” These are the 637:h and 638tb. The
first stanzas is

* My beart and voice I raise,

To spread Messih’s prawe;
Messiah's pramse 1o all repeat,

I'he universsl Lord,

By whoee almighty word
Creation rose in form compiete.

The last verse is. 8
“ Reign, trne Messiah reign!
Thy kingdom shall remain
When stars, and sun no more shall shine.
Mysterious Deity,
Who ne'er began 1o be .
Toson d thy endless praise be mine!
Why. to hear these hymns 2s they ought to be
read would combine the advantages of true
preaching—and the powerful recitation of the
loftiest productions of sanctified poetical genius.
When, baving been thus heard read, they should
also be sung with Methodist heartiness, unction,

* The following Resolution was proposed to
the St. John District Commmittee at its Session in
1858, by the Rev. C. Stewart, and uoanimously
adopted : .
« That this Committee regarding the effering
of prase as an essential element n Divine wor

ship—and for which we as a Body ot Christiané
have prcoliar advantages —canaol but regret the
inabihity ot many of cur cong regations 10 use our
Hymn Book throughout and the embarrassments
frequently occasioncd thereby to the officiating
minsster, avd therefore requests the Couference
to appuini a Committee io prepare for publication
a Music book, comprising a sufficient var.ety of
standard tudes for ali our hymue, sod which may
be a standard work for all the cougregaiions

n_beaven-

This matter cannot now be treated exhaustive.
ly, by adducing examples of all the unusngl
measures which adorn and enrich our hymn
| bock. Encugh bas perbape been said, to show
our weaning, and for ite adequate iiluitration at
present. Let one instance more suffice. Thig
is of the 659tb, and two following bymuos,

“ The God of Abrabem praise,
Who reizns enthrcoed utove,
Anc eut of everiasting duys,
Aund God of .ov- 1~
Jehovah, Great 1 AM,
By earth snd beaven confest;
I'bow sud viess thy macred Nawe,
For ever blest.”

This ode was pronounced, by the late poet of
Sheflield, James Montgomery, E:q, *the ficest
'yrical composition in the English language ™’
{ts writer Rev. T. Olivers, wouild bave immor-
talized bis name bad this beea his ooly literary
production. He bas hereby entitled bimselt to
tbe endless gratitude of the church of Chiist We
glority God in him. But, alas ! though this un.
equalied piece may be often perused for private
edification, it is now seldom or never sung in pub-
lic. Ionce beard it, at s District meeting 11 was
many. years ago, in the parent land of Wesley,
aod Methodism. Most of the voices which then
caroled in upison 1o those great words,in flow-
ing numbers, bave sincd been attuned to the
sweeter barmony of the "cburch above. O that
they could bave tranemitted their powers of
song 10 us, who need them so much, and we had
not proved unworthy to be possessors of so esti
mable a gift.

On the whole tbere is too much reason to be-
lieve that tte number of bymns in ows Bock
which are scarcely over attempted to' be sung,
only because our people are not familiar with
appropriate tunes, is greater than one wou!d sur-
mise before paying particular attention 1o the
subject.

The religious services of Methodism are happi-
ly of daily occurrence in all its large societies —
Our frequent singing enlivens, elevates, inspirits
the devout worshipper. In rome places thetss
are three sermon services weekly,—one or more
prayer meetings,— besides the classes. All these
are not too many. Bat they obviously require
a large number of bymns, in order to keep up
that variety without which an insipid ame-
ness would render our pealmody profitless —
Tbe required variety in the wultiiude—sen:i-
tunent—and measure of our bymne, bas becn
with true wisdom provided by the vigilance of
the pareni Conference. But how largely is the
benefit of their boly solicitude curtailed by the
prevailing inability of many of our societies to
sivg a large number ol these surpassing compo-
sitions,

It is moreover so plain as to require no proof
that the profit of our preaching services would
be much promoted by the minwsters giving out
bymns closely resembling the matter of (he ser-
mon. To facilitate this the byinn book bas a
very useful index to the subjects of the bymns
How ofien is the preacber dwscouraged, who se.
lects his bymns by this index, merely because
the most appropriate h, mns are in a me're for
which the bearers know no tune? To them it
18 a privation! To the preacher it is a loss of
power on which he bad a right 10 calculate !

Many years ago a want was felt of suitable

| bymns for festivals, and tor occasional services.

This necessity was admirably supplied by the
addition of more than two bundred compositions
ot the highest character, both for poetry and sen-
iiment. This excellent supplement is far less
usetul than it would otberwise be, from the want
ot a wore general knowledze of tunes in which
alone many of those admirable bymos can be
sang. The Church ie thus deprived of the use
of some of the best hymos in the worlc—tbe
variety is greatly limited for public and social
worship—we are compelled to forego the highest
use of universally lauded compositions, that em-
body the purest and the most perfect achieve-
wents of sanctifi-:d intellect—and, in effect, 1e-
dace our ample collecticn to little more than one
balfl ot its real value |

When the Rev. C. Stewart was labouring in
the 8:. Jobn dustrict, be so clearly saw the para-
mount importance of cultivating the singing
throughout our connexion that be endeavoured
‘0 bring the matier to the notice of the Conler
ence by an overtare. There was no time lor
s due consideration that year. Iis perusal now
may excite appropriate enquiry and observation
by our ministers and all who teel decply inter.
ested in the singing of our solemn ascemb ivs.—
I'bus at no distant day, it may be permitted to us
o bope, that every considerable society shal
be able to sing freely and profitably all, or
nearly all, of the incomparable * Hymns for the
use of the people ca led Metbodists.”

Yours truly,
E.B.

April 1860,

Improvement vs. Innovation

MR. Epitor,—The letter of ** A Lover of old
Metbodim,” which appeared in your issue of the
4th inst., calling attention to the * well timed,
Jjudicious, and truly primitive Wesleyun res
muarks”™ of your Canads correspoudent vu the
sutject o! giving out our hymns, wil, 1 prisume
(as intended by its author) do goed; if iu no
urher respect by at least directing the atienton
of our Minisiers to a subjcct which I siucerely
trust w:ll receive some contideration at the rext
Conference,

With all bhis unquestioned excellencics and
intellectual acumen, Avglo Saxon, I should think,
would not very roon expect to recover from the
error of their ways ihe * Innovators " of Metbo-
dism by the foliowing argument, to which “ A
lover of old Method em " ca:ls attention, and for
wuich he tenders fo its author his own aud the
thanks of a large potticn of the W.sleyans of
these Provinces: —

“ 1 bave travelled many a mile to hear Dr.
Clarke, Watson, Newton, and Lessey, give out
two lines at once of the inimitable devotional
poetry of Charles Wesley, and the remrabered

ewpbasis, gesture, and effect, are & biesing to
we and to many to-day.”

It ought not to be forgotten that the bamefit
accruing to Anglo Saxon, as s'a'ed above, was
from the Temembered empbass, gesture, etc

We submit whether the emphasie gesiure, ect.,
of these sainted Ministers would have proved
less beneficial bad tbey been called for b by the
reading of a whole verse at once instead of two
lines !

As to the senfiment more than the sound being
necessary to devotional singing, that is just wbat
we are apxous t0 maintain—the two line at-a-
t me system often destroying both sentim¢ nt ard
sense.

The remark of % A lover of old Methodi:m,”
that this sutject was debated in the Parcnt

Conference without any decisive, or at least sa-

tistactory result is calculated, (unintentionally I

am sure) to mislead. It will be in the recollec-

tion ot all who have read the Watchman s re-

port, that, subsequent to dcbate, the British

Conference decided to allow the Ministers and

Officiary of each Circuit to adopt the pan

of giving out a whole verse at once if they deem-

ed it exprdient.

_ In conclusion | muy say, almost.in the language

throughout the Connexion.”

of “ A lover of old Methodisin,” Ancient nsage

i




