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588 THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE.

stops them. They purchase what suits them,
and no private owner in this country
can afiord to compete against them. The diffi-
culty with us is that the peace establishment, in
respect of horses, is so very different from the
establishment in time of war. It cannot be made
a paying venture to breed army horses during the
time of peace, if only market prices are to be
paid. Something must be done to enhance the
value, and this is only possible by way of a Gov-
ernment subsidy, or something of that sort. Let
it be made worth the farmer’s while to breed
borses, and he will soon breed them. But he
cannot breed horses to pay, selling them at £30
to £40, when five years old. Something certain-
ly must be done, and that quickly, or the situa-
tion will be fraught with peril to the national
weil-being. The first step has been taken by the
Government, who have ordered a census of the
horses in the British Isles. When this is com-
pleted, a further step will not now be taken.
Plainly, it is well to know the facts before any
advance is made.
THE QUESTION OF IDENTITY AGAIN.

I noticed your editorial paragraph re the differ-
ence between the Clydesdale authorities on either
side of the Atlantic,with respect to the horse, Braid-
lie Prince (12871). Happily, he was photo-
graphed in Canada before he died, and that photo-
graph is and has been for some length of time
in possession of the studbook authorities in this
country, and before it reached them it was sub-
mitted to the breeder of the two horses, Braidlie
Prince (12871), and Sir Henry (13200), who cer-
tifies on the back that the horse represented is the
foal out of Cynthia (16115). The fact that
IBraidlie Prince would not now be eligible for free
export to Canada has no bearing whatever on the
question, because the horse was exported hefore
the present regulations came into force, and only
a comparatively short time elapsed after he was
exported, when Messrs. Smith & Richardson were
notified that they had not got Sir Iflenry, and
were asked to return the certificate, when the
proper one would be forwarded.

“ SCOTLLAND YET.”

Shearing Sheep Early.

Most breeders who prepare sheep for show
purposes make it a rule to shear that portion of
the flock in April, if not earlier, and many shear
all their yearlings at the same time, finding that
the sheep thrive better in the warm days of
spring, devoid of their coats. There is very lit-
tie rish in shearing on favorable days in March
or April, provided the shecep are kept in a fairly
warm building for a few dayvs after the operation.
If the sheep are infasted with ticks, there is econ-
omy in early shearing, as otherwise they are apt
to rub off some of their wool in scratching
against fences, and they cannot thrive when so
alllicted. There is less loss from the difference in
the market prices for washed and unwashed wool
than is generally supposed, when the greater
weight of unwashed fleece is taken into account.
And profit from the more rapid growth of the new
wool after shearing is reaped in the following

crop. Besides this, sherp to be sold in the fall
mahke a much letter appearance with well.grown
tleece, and bring better prices There 1s  profit,
too, in dipping the sheep, soon after shearing, in

a solution of one of the proprietary dips for the
destruction of ticks and lice, and the cleansing of

the skin. If a dipping tank is not on hand, the
solution may be poured or rubbed on the animals
but, for a flock of anv considerable size, a dipping
tank should he provided, as it comes useful  for
\\‘u:shing th‘a'p for shon or suale, and for other
purposes, and soon pays for its cost in the 1m
proved condition of the sheep

it is not considered advisable to shear carly

sheep that are in very thin condition, unless the
are kept in a very warm place, as they are more
susceptible to the cold than are those in  good
condition. Neither is it advised to shear at this
season ewes that have lambed, or are due to lamb
early, as thev are liable to udder troubles, from

exposure to cold winds and dampnoss. But, s a rule
the whole flock may safcely  be  shorn unwashed
much earlier than they can he safely washed in a
river There is alwavs more or less dancer to
the health of the sheep and the washers in the
river washing, but, if that system is practiced,
the timid animals should he quictlv and carefnlly

handlea in taking them info and out of the water,
as well as when in the wate:

Some Tariff Logic.

Fditor ‘* The Farmer's Advocate "’

1f the duty has been raised on pork, do vou
think there are any farmers sillv enough to claim
increase in price 1s the effvct of increased  duty,
when you quote the market price in Toronto  at

£90.65, and Duffalo 10 60 to S11 o0 ©
S A FPRICEM AN
IYes, wa think there anrn At Jeast gt |
ahsurd claims have heen previously e inder
similar conditions as to relative prices - Faditor

Beef Notes from S. Ontario.
Editor ‘“ The Farmer's Advocate '’

A stranger coming through this part of the
country would think there were yet hopes of the
urban population getting beef.  Very little dairy-
ing is carried on here, except enough to supply
the local demand, with the exception of a few
furms within convenient distance of a railroad
station. The Canadian Northern Railway, now
counstructing a line through the center of Whitby
and Dickering Townships, may change this some-
what.

Among the largest feeders in this district are
Jellrey Bros. They are old hands at the busi-
ness. Last fall they put up about eighty head.
These were mostly purchased in the early fall at
Toronto markets, and, having lots of pasture,
went in winter quarters in good condition. They
scil, prices permitting, when they have a carload

rcady. They fill five silos each fall with Comp-
ton's Early. This corn makes very rich sxlagn,
as they are never in a hurry to fill." The last silo

they built may be worth describing ; 2 x 4-in.
uprights were used, and nailed to these were two
thicknesses of 7-16-in. lumber, with building paper
between. This makes a practically frost-proof
silo, and is more inexpensive than others. It
gives good satisfaction.

Steel silos have caused considerable discussion,
although none are likely to be built, as they are
but an experiment, and., also, it is not a pleasant
idca to repaint every three or four years, and it
is feared galvanizing would be destroyed by the
efiects of the acids of the silage.

Westney Bros. are feeding 206 steers, mostly

purchased at Toronto market. These cattle are
sold for May, and will weigh between 1,200 and
1,300 pounds. A silo 15 x 30 feet supplies a

bountiful supply of silage. l.eaming and Comp-
ton's Early, mixed in the ratio of 3 to 1, 1s
used. The corn i9 left late hefore cutting, and is
also left lying on the ground before putting In

the silo. If then considered too dry, a small
stream of water is let run in with corn. Silage
made this way will never get sour. The manure

is drawn direct from stable to field ; between 300
and 400 loads have already covered 22 acres. With
this method, much work is saved in spring. at
tle are watered by a long trough (galvanized sheet
ilron) in front. This is preferred to any other
method, though very little excrcise is given. I'rom
gains made (cattle are weighed each month), onc
might wonder if "twas necessary.

A 44-horse-power gasoline engine has recently
been installed. At the request of the insurance
company, a house 8 x 10 jeet was built for the
engine, entirely of steel, with the exception of

framework. The power is then transmitted by
shafting and belting where required. The engine
is mounted on a stcne-boat, and, being light
(about 750 pounds), it is casily moved. This

engine, omitting 25 per cent. of possible drives,
will give a little more power than five horses on
a sweep, at a cost for gasoline of 6% to 7
per hour, with gasoline at 16 cents per gallon
An accurate account of work done has bheen kept,
and might not be out of place here to give it
In crushing oats (coarse) for horses, 35 to 1oy
bushels per hour, and one-hali this crinding mixed

3 cents

graln fine ;  engine working as above, for yvery
light work, the cost will not exceed 2 cents per
hour—for instance, pumping water or running fan
mng mill I'he hopper system of cooling  gives
the hest of satisfaction,

Richard Guthrie & Sons are feeding a carload

this winter These will probably bhe sold for May

‘ihey do not use a silo, although they appear to
have favorable views regarding them They grow
a large acreage of both the dent and flint vari
eties of corn, and, hy carveful curing, they get o
larpe quantity of good fodder We will give
Win. HL Guthrie’s own words as to their method
ol handling manure “There are two ways  of
caring for manure, and in my opinion only two
Haul direct from yard to  root field, and heap
about thirty loads in u heap, then use spreader,
and apply oas liberally as can bhe afforded IHeap
neatls in yvard, and, alter harvest, gee spreader
lor next year's root craop I'his 1T bhelieve to he
thi best

Now,our agricultural professors would scarcely
call this the most cconomical wiy of handling ma
nure, the former too much handling, the latter too
miitch waste, vet Mr

ol of the niost

Guthrie is looked npon  as
progressive farmers of S, On-
BN @) e savs there is no better wav of  water
e cattle than to turn them out, thus eiving i
titie h e NI TS

\eroe thee road Trom Mr, Guthrice's is the M
Gillviaoy farm, presided over by 120 19 Vanestone
Fie s feeding abhout two carloads, mostly for era
I'hev have abundance of pasture, and are mostly
aold about July AN o adorns the farm, Lt
one will probably he built this suner he 1s a
firms belicoor in o silie I
e gl
N it hi

il loose attly teed, shight! preterying the

method ol handling
waterine as pwradettealle the Sinne e
Yier dehorns eveorvihine, s e
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shortly. ‘“ Everybody ’’ made similar remarks
last fall regarding clover seed, but “‘ Everybody "’
was fooled ; but indications are that ‘‘ Every-
body '’ will not be so far out this time. Mr.
Guthrie stated they were holding for 7 cents, while
Mr. Jefireys says they will need to realize 8 cents
in July, if they buy at prices farmers are asking
for grass cattle. A number of cattle are sold for
May at prices ranging from 6 to 6% cents. Stock-
ers may reasonably be expected to be high next
fall, as practically anything fit to feed was put
up last fall. It is expected the supply will not
equal the demand.

There are probahly 500 cattle fed within a
radius of five miles from the writer's place, and
85 per cent, at least, of these are brought from
outside points. . H.

Ontario Co., Ont.

The Call for Pork and Beef.

In season and out of season, if there be any
such period as the latter, ‘‘* The Farmer’s Advo-
cate "’ has steadily urged keeping more hogs, and
a cessation of the foolish policy of rushing in
wholesale when prices are up, and out of them
when markets veer the other way. A year ago
the specific counsel was offered to add several
brood sows to the stock of every farm. Those
who did so have been making good money, even
at the high prices of feed., But the supply is fall-
ing off still.  John A. Gunn. in the course of his
address at one of the Macdonald College short-
courses, again called attention to the declining
weekly killings of hogs by the principal packers
of Canada 26,000 in 1907 ; 24,000 in 1908,
and 19,000 in 1909, and this, too, in face of the
fiercest competition, and with prices double what
they formerly were; in fact, coquetting with the
10-cents-per-pound  live-weight mark. Our fathers,
observed Mr. Gunn, would have danced for jov
could they have realized such prices as are now
freely offered The supply does not begin to
approximate the demand, nor will it till farm-
ers awake to the importance of the business. Mr
Gunn is associated, as the public know, with one
ol the most modern packine establishments in
Canada, and, with close knowledge of the situa-
tion, he ventured the prediction that before the
Vvear was out the shortage prevailing in hogs would
be more apparent in cattle, and that beef, instead
of being a daily food, would become a luxury. In
a country where farmers are so intelligent, this
should not be, and is hard to unaerstand. People
will soon be asking themselves the question, Where
are the cattle to come from 2

THE FARM.

Timely Road Repairs.

\ drive over our country roads at this time of

the yvear suggests the importance of heeding the

teaching of the old proverb about “‘ the stitch in
tme."” IY'or instance, one frequently meets  the
little streaimn that comes running down the space
usually covered by the wagon wheel This little
stream is nuddy enough, and tells the story of a

Wasting roadway, that will cost, in gll probtabil

1ity, many a dollar before it iy repaired Then
aciin—and this refers to our gravelled roads more
particularlv—one comes across many a small hole

in the road, with its little pool of muddy water
resting smigly at the bottom One knows the re
sult in this case ; cach passing vehicle will make
the hole deeper and wider, till, in a few days,
there 1s quite a mudhole. '

Would 1t not he well for the local authorities
to be on the alert to mond these defects in the
road betore they hecome serious ? Ifach section

ot two or three miles should have a couple of men

cmployed during the days when the first wheeled

vehicles are on the road, to see that neither
standing nor running water g allowed to do
Larm Often, a few minutes will suflice to dig

@ trench that will turn the running water into a
ditch or g culvert, and a few barrowiuls of gravel
: | sides of the wagon-track, or a
barrowful of broken stone,  will fill up an in-

rathered rom the

cipient mndhole, Indeca, the proper thing for
municipalities to do is 1o leave the roads smooth
and level in the fall, hut this is very difficult. ow-

ing to the fact that late fall and early winter

ustaily have their share of had weather and heavy
| Bl thiat test the qualities of even the hest (lif
roads Railroad companies hknow the value of
the section gane. whose duty it is to attend to
staller repain Would it not be well for each
rural mmicipality to have a similar body of
men, whose duty it would be to attend to .Sllt‘h
inor matters as have been indicated A few
alert nen i eeh township would easily save their
tnicipabite the valine of their wacses many Limes
H\‘.I 1y Wonothine o mneregsoed uxn\vniui]tv and
safety in travel J. K
Wentworth (o (nt

>

&

APRI

In |
A. C,,
trict F
main ¢
sential
potash
ly pres
averag
quanti
and ve
be 1rep
lizers.
to 1b
rich ip
but g1
bas a
the ap
yard r
gen I
chemic

Of
nitrate
mid ;
dried
and s¢
usually
ucre ;
lizers,
aiflerel
puate
down
up in
sBoiuble
Care ¢
sons v
etc., &
is a g
water,
to the
time O
sown |
becaus
time O
plant.
leust
fore tl

Tai
aclion
anmmo)
organi
contai
suited
are no

No
diflicul
phespl
the ro
rect c
solid |

Ont
plant
phate,
trea te
forum ¢

Oth
gl‘(}ll“(
which
a finer
so1l, ¢
than ¢

Sti
15 a d
by-pro
tains
in the
France
cheape
valuat
old pe
to soi

Bas
apply
in lar
feeders
or aci
soluble
availal
not be
of gro
phates
when
for in:
previon
of pot

As
fertiliz
advent
able
potash
potash
state
per cer
from 1




