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then he added : “ Fear not, nor be dismayed, be 
strong and of good courage ; ” so much did he 
realize at the same time the power of the world 
and the strength of Jehovah. Two things become 
us when we are fighting with the enemy—fear and 
trembling as to ourselves ; and full assurance as to 
God, excluding all alarm, for we know that Satan 
and the world are vanquished foes. Gideon 
realized these things imperfectly. He entrusted 
to his son Jether, the task of killing these two 
kings. “But the youth drew not his sword, for he 
fearedIn chap, vii., Jehovah had separated 
those who were afraid and withdrawn them from 
the conflict. Here Gideon, committing to a child 
the destruction cf an enemy he despised, did not 
act in keeping with the ways of God, who does not 
call those that are but children in the faith to 
perform publicly brilliant actions ; a child goes to 
school and not to war.

Then those kings said : “ Rise thou, and fall 
upon us ; for as the man is, so is his strength." 
A fresh flattery, against which Gideon ought to 
have protested, for he had learned a totally differ­
ent lesson in the school of God. In reality, his 
strength was exactly the opposite to that which 
was of man. Did he not know it when the angel 
of Jehovah said to him (the least of his father's 
house), “Go in this thy might?” Had he not 
realized it on that solemn night when God had 
revealed to him, that a cake of barley bread 
was about to overthrow all the tents of Midian ?
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