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The Essential Unity of All Our Connexional Work

1 recent Aunual Con
A ferences of our Church, this sub
Ject was deall with al  some
length, and our young people will do well
to study it. This article contalns the
substance of the cditors address de
livered In the West, and s printed here
in the hope that its perusal may help
all our readers, the youth especlally, [«
see very clearly that although as &
Church we have many members with
different offices we are still one body

each of the

INTERPRETED

If we understand this subject
it means that in the effective coustitu
tlon of the Methodist Church and for the
suocessful execution of its mission by
the Civersified sgencies enguged, it i
imperative that we should contider and
treat the whole work of the connexiou as

THE SUBJECT

arigh

one work, ong in ultimate alm and pur
pose, one In constraining spirit aud
motive, one in wise adaptation of method
and plan; in short, that we live and
labor together just as we siug “ We dre

not divided, all one body we

“ Eggential Unity” intreduces Canadlan
Methhdim to us as vitally one body,
rather than a merely complex machanical
organization with a plurality of parts
each existing 1o Itself, by Iitsglf. for
itgelf, and as an end ip itsell,—instead
of as a part and only a part of gne living
and complete whole

This Essential Unity " reminde us
therefage, that the Methodist Church is
a vital organism in which many and
*varied parts are organically connected;
that none of these parts can exist health
fully or perform Its proper functions
efficlently, separate and alone; and that
the measure of success of which the
whole body 18 capable, is determinable
only by the h nonious co-operation of
every organ entering into its construc
tion and contributing to its work

And such a reminder will do us no
harm. The spirit of vital connexional
unity must ever be preserved among us
and be as characteristic of Methodism in
the twentieth century as it was of the
first followers of John Wesley. As it in
spired thousands In the former days to
it must be operative among us to-day
By it the hearts of the early Methodists
were fused together in the white heat of
Divine love; by it they lived in affec-
tionate concord as one family with spir
tual interests common to all the mem-
bers; by it they were powerfully moved
with one controlling purpose to spread
Scriptural holiness throughout the land;
and under the dominant spirit of their
Incomparable brotherhood our fathers
were constrained to thelr great enter
prise and were enabled to perform mighty:
works for God. May the enthusiasm of
the same glorious cause never be lack-
ing among us, the sons and daughters of
noble sires; may the contagion of a holy
sed] constraln us to concerted labors for

our Master and Lord, for ours is one
work and it 18 His work
OUR SUPREME PURPOSE

Space will not permit of anything like
an exhaustive analysis of the work to
which by the Providence of God we
Methodists have been called. But we
do well to remind ourselves that while
the departmental agengles employed in
the Church are many] and varled, the
ultimate end for whick all are laboring
{s the rame. That end of all our con
nexional activities 18 and must ever be
the Enthromement of Jesus Christ as
Sovereign Lord in the hearts of all people,
His Exaltation as Universal Saviour and
King over all nations and kindreds of
the earth

Before this can be accomplished, how
ever, the most sanguine of us all will
readily admit that there is much pro-

gressive work to be performed, and many
intermédiate steps are to be taken. This
great tusk of saving the world has been
in progress for centuries, and its com
pletion is not yet In sight. The day of
universal triumph for Christianity is
surely some day coming, and to hasten
it by every means within our power ls
the immediate duty that confrents us ds
a Chureh

DEPARTMENT MACHINERY

in operation to

Undoubtedly we

day more organlzed michinery than ever
before; but we should not forget that
every portion of ‘this was brought ipto
being and fitted into place in order to
meet what came to be recogilzed as a
real need And 1 do not suppose that

uny of us will claim that we have by any
means yet reached the ultimate form of
plan, or,method, or machinery

* New occasions teach new duties,” and
certaldly “new oocasions have arisen
with surprising rapidity in the growth
and developmant of our Church in this
great land. Wg¢ may have some super
fluous machinery, and when it is demon
strated to be practically ineficient in
actual operation for God, it will surely
be superseded b¥ that which 18 better
adapted to accomplish the great work
He has for us in the land in which we

live, or in the lands across the seas
Every phase of our connexional work
has come Into it8 present place as
a growth, the connexional officlary has
not been artificlally or arbitrarily
created, but all has vitality developed
from simple beginnings to the present

comparatively complex state and condl
tion of work

It 18 sometimes asserted that we hidve
too many departments of work, too many
departmental officers, too much ma
chinery, a too {imtricate mechanism,
and that progress is is not proportionute
to our equipment ’?ut may at first
seem plausible, yet 1 bt If any of us
are wise epough to décide where the
curtallment should begin, or just what
agencies might be profitably dispensed
with. And opinlons differ as to the meas

ure of progress we are achieving
with the passage of the years How-
ever that may be judged, no fair
minded person will deny ‘hat in every
department of our work a m of
highest efficiency is aimed at b, e men

in charge; and that a larger measure of
success has not been achieved none regret
more deeply than these very same men
Each realizes the Importance of the
other, and If sgometimes there has seemsd
to be a rather disproportionate emphasis
placed upon certaln lines of work, it has
be4n mnot because of any spirit of an-
tagonism to any other phase of the work,
but has rather been prompted by & com-
mendable zeal to realize the utmost pos
sible results in the actual work accom-
plished in that one department

EVERY FIELD OF WORK IMPORTANT.

The * Essential Unity” we have In
mind refers not only to the connexional
boards in themselves or as related to one
another; but to our work ae it reaches
out from all these as centres, to the ex-
tremities of the *Church: east. west,
north and south, in our own home lang or
away across the ocean. The unit is not
In the department but in the whole con-
nezion which includes as a vital part cf
its being even the remotest mission in
the most unlikely outlying section of our
great connexional fleld. With such a view
it is never wise to discriminate between the
various classes ot our circuits and mis-
sions as being great or small, rich or
poor, Important or untmportant, desir-
able or undesirable, for each contributes
of Its life to the larger life of the whole,
and all are essential to the progresp and

v

+their later life.

prosperily of the bedy. There may seem
nothing particularly attractive or u
flueptial in the places some are appolnted
to fil, their experiences there may be
neither very bright nor happy; the work
to be done may be often hard and dis
couraging, but each man or woman toll
ing anywhere for the advancement ¥f €the
Kingdom of God through Methodist in-
fluence and agency, is a living member of
the working force and could not be spared
from his or her post without loss of
efficiency and power

Aund none realize more truly than do
the connexional officers themselves that
the very departments they represenl are
in the last analysis, ,almost wholly de
pendent on the men on fthe local felds
Boards may devise great projects, they
may define great policies, they may in
anugurate great plans, but the actual ac-
complishment of the work projected must
rest with the ggeat body of godly minis
ters and laymen who have to bear the
burden of local respgnsibilities and lead
the loeal workers in the actual realize
tion of the ends to be achieved.

This " Eesential Unity of all our con
nexional work " is based on the indwel
Iing spirit of brotherly love binding all
hearts together | mity and accord, and
needs for its assured success the hearty
fellowship in service of all Methodists
whether leaders or followers in every
place

NO PART INDEPENDENT OF THE
RIST.

Neither is it ever wise to place such
undue emphasis on the work of one de
partment that that of the others shall be
unfairly minimized. It may have been
thought sometimes that your representa-
tive leaders have been rather given to
magnify their own particular offices; but
we realize more and more that in the
very nature of our work no part of it is
independent of the other parts, that tae
law of interdependence, not in ce,
rules in all, and that we are so inter
related with one angther that if one mem
ber suffers, all syftédr with it, and if one
member rejoices §ll rejoice.

THE SUBJRCT ILLUSTRATED.

1t is hapdly necessary that 1 should
illustrate fhis, yet it can be easily and,
I think, maturally done.

We have seen that our ultimate aim
is the enthronement of Jesus Christ in
the hearts of all people. For this 1we
need  preachers, preachers who stand
ready to go anywhere to make Him
known, Methodism has ever had such
men, and, please God, she shall have
them till the end. But such preachers
grow old and become worn with the
abundant labors of the Iitinerancy, and
then the Church fulfils its ministry to
them as they have already fulfilled their
ministry to it. For this the Superannua
tion Fund is indispensable. By it the
Church keeps faith with the men who
have served her well throughout their
adult and active years, the men to whom
#he sald at the beginning of thelr
ministry: “If you do your part in serv-
ing the Church as you may be appointed,
the Church will ‘see that you do not lack
for at least absolute necessities when
your years of active public service are
past.” The Superannuation Fund is an
integral pagt of Methodism, not an in
surance adjunet by which men are pro
vided for at somebody else's expense in
No man covets a SBuper-
annuation allowance, but every faithful
minister among us deserves {t when the
time for its payment comes.

I have said that our ultimate aim is the
enthronement of Jesus Christ in the
hearts of all people, that for this we need
devoted preachers, ready to go anywhere
to preach His Gospel. But these preach-
ers must be sent and sustained in their




